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THE 20" SPECIAL 

FOR THE GOLF COURSE - and for life! 

PARTICULARLY 

FOR 'SUPERFINE' 
MOWING OF GREENS 
This 'self-contained' motor 
mower has become recognised 
as the best machine of all for 
the maintenance of the 
perfect finish required 
for the Greens. 
The specification is 
complete and will 
maintain peak 
performance 
—for life. 

dTCOs range of equipment for Golf 
Courses covers every possible requirement 
from the 12" Roller type right up to the 
34" Roller type, and Gang mowers as well. 
Then, of course, there is a full range of 
Rotaries, Sidewheels and the Atcoscythe. 

and perhaps most important of 
all I M P E C C A B L E S E R V I C E 
Everywhere there is an ATCO Engineer 
attached to an ATCO owned Branch ready 
to advise on any problem in connection 
with grass cutting. 

* DEMONSTRATIONS OF ANY ATCO CAN 
BE ARRANGED TO SUIT YOU OR YOUR 
GREENS COMMITTEE 

C H A R L E S H. P U G H L I M I T E D 
P.O. Box 256 Atco Works, Birmingham 9 

THE 24 and 28 
ROLLER 
MODELS 
Specially de-
s i g n e d f o r 
m o w i n g large 
areas o f grass 
such as the 
a p p r o a c h e s 
to the G r e e n s 2 4 - £ 9 9 2 8 - £ 1 6 0 

d T C O GANG MOWERS 
for the F A I R W A Y S 
U n i q u e — b e c a u s e i n d i v i d u a l units can 
be 'ganged' in multiples o f o n e to 
nine units. T h e T r i p l e G a n g illustrated 
costs i 

£270 



TEE SHOTS 

b y the E d i t o r 

THE American Golf Club Superintendents' 35th International Turf Grass Con-
ference was held in Philadelphia between 9th and 14th February. Upwards 

of 2,000 superintendents were expected to attend (record attendance was at Miami 
in 1962—2,250). The conference featured four days of study with thirty-three 
different speakers and included a public course clinic and business meetings held 
midway. An exhibition showing virtually every type of machine and material used 
on golf courses ran throughout the week. 

A motel with every room carpeted with artificial turf so that guests may 
practise putting in privacy, and a hole in the corner of each bedroom is in a 
£687,000 project for a leisure centre at Southport. The centre will offer a 24-hour 
golf driving range, swimming, archery, ten-pin bowls, artificial ski-runs, a hiliport, 
and sauna baths. 

* * * 

Cardiff will have a second miniature golf course by the summer. Work has 
already started on the five-acre site and the city's parks department hope to open 
the course at the beginning of the summer. 

The parks department will open a third miniature golf course in Heath Park 
next year. 

* * * 

Burnley Parks Committee have turned down a proposal for a golf centre in 
the town. 

The Parks Committee rejected the proposal because there was no land available 
which could be used as a suitable site. The golf course at Townley is being 
extended to 18 holes. 

P E R F E C T V E L V E T Y T U R F 

THE ORGANIC TURF DRESSING 
T H E E C L I P S E P E A T 
C O M P A N Y L I M I T E D 
ASHCOTr BRIDGWATER SOMERSET 



I N 

COMMITTEE 

C E C I L N . G E O R G E , 

Chairman, West Section. 
S .G .G .A . 

When asked to write this article I had 
no idea what to write about, then the 
thought came to me that the ordinary 
member had very little knowledge about 
what goes on in committee. 

I know that most people in any 
association have some crib or other 
regarding the way the association is run, 
but the trouble is that the complaint 
always falls on sympathetic ears and 
nothing is done if the grievance does not 
reach the proper quarter. How much 
more successful our association could be 
if constructive argument was put for-
ward in the right place at the right time. 
The place and time being, of course, our 
Annual General Meetings. However, 
instead of having a good percentage of 
the members at the meetings, we are 
lucky if we can muster up 20, most of 
whom are committee men. 

At the Autumn Tournament and 
A.G.M. of the West Section, held at 
Troon Municipal last year, we had 50 

members taking part in the golf tourna-
ment but only a handful of them were 
willing to come into the A.G.M. to hear 
how their Section was being run or to 
nominate new members on to the com-
mittee. I am sure they all enjoyed their 
day but how much more successful it 
could have been if everyone had filed 
into the other room and taken part in 
their Section A.G.M. Now you may 
think I am harping on about this, but 
maybe it is not a bad point if it makes 
even one or two more take some heed in 
future, because the person who puts for-
ward an argument to a friend, and there 
it ends, has absolutely no leg to stand on 
if he will not attend the A.G.M. and 
voice his opinion to the body of the 
meeting. 

Apprenticeship Scheme Benefits 

I think I am right in saying that the 
average member does not know half of 
what goes on behind the scenes, mean-
ing, of course, in the section committees. 
I am sure you have all heard of the 
apprenticeship scheme, but have you 
given thought to just what this means to 
our job in future? It is a far-sighted 
view but it means that when these young 
men have served their time and are 
treated as tradesmen, they will know 
exactly how they stand as far as wages 
and conditions are concerned, and 
nothing but good can come of this. This 
year a committee has been formed which 
consists of members from the Scottish 
Golf Greenkeepers' Association, the 
British Golf Greenkeepers' Association, 
the Scottish Secretaries and English 
Secretaries, the Golf Unions and Turf 
Research Institute. They are not only 
going to discuss the Apprenticeship 
Scheme but will be going into many 
aspects of greenkeeoing. Many clubs 
have already started an Apprenticeship 
Scheme of their own but I am sure they 
will be quite willing to come into the 
wider arc of things when our Scheme 
becomes fully mobile. 

Another thing which your Executive 
Committee has been actively pursuing is 
a pension scheme. Again, I know that 
a number of clubs have taken up the 
Golf Union's suggestion regarding this, 



P E R F E C T 
P U T T I N G . . . 

EVEN ON SUN BAKED GREENS 
-with a B.O.I.L. 'Pop-Up' System 

The fiercest sun cannot scorch B.O.I .L.—irrigated greens. 
A B .O. I . L . " Pop-up" System wil l keep them in perfect playing 
condition—firm, resilient, thick growing turf—all through the 
longest hardest drought. 

Once installed—a quick, simple job—a B .O. I .L . System starts 
saving money—saves labour, saves time, saves water. And it 
can be fully automatic, requiring setting only once every fourteen 
days. A B .O. I .L . Automatic "Pop-up" System enables you to 
plan a watering programme that wi l l be automatically carried out 
with complete reliability—putting down the required amount 
of "rainfal l" on all greens at any selected time during each 24 
hours throughout the 14-day period. 

You cannot afford to ignore the ultra-efficient, labour 
saving, money-saving B .O. I .L . Irrigation Systems. Please write 
for full details. 

BRITISH OVERHEAD IRRIGATION LTD 
UPPER HALLIFORD • SHEPPERTON • MIDDX 
Telephone: Sunbury 5 1 7 7 / 8 (24hr. Ansafone Service) 



but more and more clubs are falling into 
line and I think the pension scheme will 
ultimately come to all clubs. The main 
scheme which is operating just now 
appears to be a good one and will 
certainly benefit the greenkeeper. It is 
interchangeable in that a member may 
change his job if he wishes and still re-
main within the pension scheme if, of 
course, his new club are running the 
pension scheme. 

Now, on the lighter side of things, we 
will be running the prize draw again this 
year, and it will take place at Dundee. 
U p until now the Association has done 
very well from the prize draw but I feel 
that as individual members we could do 
a lot more. Last year at least 30 per 
cent of the books were returned unsold. 

I know in a few cases it is very difficult 

to sell raffle tickets of any description, 
but if an exta special effort is made it is 
wonderful what can be done and, re-
membering that money is power to any 
association, I am sure that everyone who 
is allocated books will do their utmost to 
sell them this year. 

Association Ties 
It has been put forward at the Execu-

tive Meeting that the S.G.G.A. should 
have a tie of their own, and with the 
artistic skill of Mr. J. Campbell (St. 
Andrews) we have finally agreed on the 
colour and motif. A few dozen have 
been ordered and will be available 
shortly from Section Secretaries, but you 
will hear more of this in the near future. 

I have always thought that all green-
keepers in Scotland should be in our 
Association but in the past our entry 
form has been rather a stumbling block 
to anyone wishing to join as he had to 
find a proposer and seconder which, in 
some cases, was impossible due to clubs 
being so far apart. Steps have now been 
taken to rectify this and now anvone 



This year use Berk's 

WAY WINNER 
1. KILLS MOSS 

(and spores) 

2. CUTS BACK 
Broad-leaved weeds 

M.T.S 
( M E R C U R I Z E D T U R F S A N D ) 

3. P R O M O T E S 
healthy grass growth 

Berk M.T.S. is the complete 3-in-1 turf treatment. It 
kills mossa/?c/moss spores, inhibiting further moss 
growth. M.T.S. also cuts back broad-leaved weeds 
and promotes healthy growth of new turf. 

PRICES 
28 lb. (112 sq. yds.) 29/- 56 lb. (224 sq. yds.) 47/6 

1 cwt. (448 sq. yds.) 90/-

1 SUPPLEX 
2 5 % CHLORDANE I 

WORMKILLER 
Kills worms underground. | j 

Easy to apply and no sweeping | | 
up. Also kills ants, §§|$ 

leather-jackets, chafer grubs, etc. | § 
New, reduced prices. 

I 
PRICES 

1 quart (250 sq. yds.) 25/- | | 
1 gallon (1000 sq. yds.) 70/- | f 

5 gallons (5000 sq. yds.) 
£14.10.0 p 

SUPPLEX SPRINKLER 
Nearest thing to rain. Tough, triple-bore 
hose scientifically perforated to 
provide gentle rainfall up to 10 ft. either side. 

PRICES 
85 ft.-95/-; 100 ft.-105./-; 126 ft.-125/-

BERK MOSS ERADICANT 
Eliminates moss without leaving dead 
patches. The gentle, year-round moss 
control. 

28 lb. (112 sq.yds.) 29/-
PRICES 56 lb. (224 sq.yds.) 47/6 

1 cwt. (448 sq.yds.) 90/-

NOTE: 
Get Berk's new handy 

pocket guide entit led ' Berk 
Turf T r e a t m e n t s for G r o u n d s -

men and Greenkeepers . ' 

ORDER YOUR SUPPLIES TODAY! 

FWBerk 
Berk House, 8 Baker Street, London, W.I. Tel : HUNter 6688 



wishing to join can apply for a form, 
complete it himself and return to the 
Section Secretary and be accepted into 
the Association without all the com-
plicated committee work necessitated by 
the previous system. What a wonderful 
thing it would be to have every green-
keeper in Scotland in our Association; 
then we could truly claim that we 
represented greenkeeping in Scotland. 
I am going to suggest at the next meet-
ing of the general committee that when 
the forms go out for the annual tourna-
ment every member should receive a 
nomination form enabling him to intro-
duce a new member. 

Advantages 
Actually, the benefits of being in the 

Association are numerous—three golf 
tournaments a year with excellent prizes 
and a day off to meet other greenkeepers, 
four lectures in the winter months, cover-
ing all subjects on greenkeeping, the 
privilege of being a paid subscriber to 
the Turf Research Institute which means 
that you can ask their advice on 
any technical matters relating to the golf 
course, you receive a copy of the Re-
search Institute's Journal every year and 
the Sports Turf Bulletin every quarter. 
You also receive the British Golf Green-
keepers' Magazine every month, and all 
these periodicals are given free to 
members of our Association. The most 

important part of all is probably that 
one is able to meet other greenkeepers 
and talk greenkeeping. 

I know that this article appears to 
have turned out to be more of a lecture, 
or some might consider it a rap on the 
knuckles, but if you do not know what 
is going on you will never learn and I 
have tried in some small way to en-
lighten the members of the Association 
as to what goes on behind the scenes at 
the committee meetings. 

R.C. CRAIG 
AND CO. LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR A N D 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

• Agents for: RANSOMES, SIMS & 
JEFFERIES Ltd. 

* LLOYDS & Co. Ltd. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

• Distributors- DENNIS BROS Ltd. 

• GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We will gladly call on you to 
advise on your grass cutting 
equipment or arrange demonstra-
tions. Ring us now. 

153 Arch Stamford Brook 
Station, L O N D O N , W.6. 

RIVERSIDE 5415 

G O L F C O U R S E 
E Q U I P M E N T 
Hole Tins 

Cutters 

Staffs 

Hats 

Mowers 

Hose 

Mole Ploughs 

Tee Boxes 

Tee Plates 

Ball Cleaners 

Tablets 

Rollers 

Sprinklers 

Rotary Sifters 

Aerating Machines 

and all 

Greenkeeping Tools 

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD. 
STANMORE • MIDDLESEX 

Telephone GRImsdyke 400 



LAST 

M O N T H 
The Editor 

WIDOW'S MITE 
February's first light crept through my bedroom shutters in Brittany in a house 

on the cliffs above Trebeurden. Mr. Jacques Ferronniere, Managing Director of 
one of France's two biggest banks, built it a few years back for holidays with his 
fifteen grandchildren. Our weekend, however, was to be devoted to a new golf 
course. Over the past few years he has been collecting together small parcels of 
land from Breton families. This is no simple matter, involving long "parlottes" in 
farm kitchens with people mystified by the very word "golf". Now most of these 
discussions have enabled him to unite enough ground to make a start. One widow 
is still unconvinced but as she only holds the key to the practice ground she can be 
allowed to reflect for another year. 

The land is not dear by today's standards, but it grows only gorse, stone walls 
intersect the whole area, and rock is never far from the surface (above as well as 
below). But when it is cleared, plenty of fine, black soil (pH 4.4) comes to light 
and the prickly planning stage is mercifully over. 

SEA FOOD 
The day before this trip, I spent an evening with Toro at Toro. The first 

Toro was represented by the Vice-President of Toro mowers in the U.S.A., Mr. 
Robert Gibson, and Mr. John Norton, the Sales Manager; the second, a Paris 
restaurant of the same name to which Mr. Jack Desrues, Toro's agent in France, 
with a nice sense of the fitness of things, escorted his party of nine representatives 
of five nationalities. We drove off with oysters, clams, and sea urchins (prickles 
again) before we got down to serious eating. The flavour of sea urchins reminded 
strongly of that area of beach at certain coastal towns where a long iron pipe 
reaches not far enough out to sea and where cautious mothers advise their children 
not to bathe. But then so many great eating experiences approach the limit of 
edibility. 

Back to England on the 3rd via Domont, a site conveniently near Le Bourget, 
where clearing has just started on a new 18-hole layout. Being in a protected zone 
of forest so close to Paris, the owner had to go as high as the Minister before he 
could get approval. Now three fairways are under way and the teams are moving 
forward, one cutting, one burning, one clearing, one rooting, and soon the con-
structional team will be able to bring up the rear. It all sounds so easy in writing. 

LENNOX HOUSE 
Next, to Lisbon, for a couple of quick nine holes—planning not playing. T h e 

best evening here was dinner with Mr. Brodie Lennox, followed by an early film 
from Shell's "Wonderful World of Golf" series. Lennox House is a golfer's home 
for golfers. The guests sleep in St. Andrews, Muirfield, or Gullane, on the first 
floor (Birkdale, Lytham and others are up another flight but are slightly less 
luxurious). The bar has one wall of trophies, golf balls festoon its ceiling and guests 
help themselves—all part of the Lennox way of life which is golf, golfers and golfing 
with a hotel of special charm and character. It is no accident that booking in 
advance is indispensable, but a new annexe in the garden with more rooms for more 
golfers is just on the point of completion. 

9 



Dinner was for three with Mr. John Escritt, who was out there advising Estoril 
and the Lisbon Sports Club. We were delighted when our host was handed a note 
sent by his wife. Mrs. Lennox, as you should by now expect, was Portuguese Ladies' 
Champion but a little of Scotland must have brushed off on to her. The note read : 
"Dinna hae the sweet. There's no' enough for you". 

Sea food in Portugal was even more varied than at El Toro. Goose Barnacles 
and Dog Whelks, however, must be classified with Sea Urchins as just over the limit 
of what the ocean should reasonably be expected to offer. 

Two days later the scenery changed to Buckinghamshire where I admired the 
nearly completed results of Phase I of Ernest Folkes' four new holes at Flackwell 
Heath. Ernest reckons 9,000 turves went down round one hole alone. Like many 
others he is blessing the weather which has helped him to do twice as much as could 
be expected since the autumn—three holes out of his four. 

TWO LOOPS 
Next door at Burnham Beeches five sets of new tees and the foundation of one 

new green were already under way and two areas of new fairway cut out. These 
changes were all that were needed to put the 10th tee in front of the club house. 
With pressure on first tees growing everywhere, the second starting point is doubly 
important, especially at Burnham, where new firms setting up on the Slough In-
dustrial Estate nearby are lengthening the waiting list. 

BACK TO BRUSSELS 
Just before we go to print I shall be back in Brussels on a housing development 

site in which golf and sailing are to be provided. The lake is being made artificially 
and is over a mile long. The method is new to me. A barge with the necessary 
machinery was built on the site and top soil was removed from the golf course and 
lake area. Pumping started and the sand and water mixture was piped on to the 
golf course. The water flows back into the lake and the sand builds up the course 
to the required contours. Replace top soil. Prepare to sow. Easy, isn't it? 

Get on to GIBBS 
FOR E V E R Y T H I N G 

R a n s o m e s 

SPECIALIST DISTRIBUTORS AND AUTHORISED REPAIR AGENTS FOR RANSOMES LAWN MOWERS 


