FEBRUARY

28th Southern Section, Lecture, Stirling Castle, 6-30 p.m.
MARCH
8th East Midland Section, N.A.G. Film Show, Blue Boar, Southgate
Street, Leicester.
9th Southern Section, Annual Dinner, Talbot Restaurant, London Wall,
E.C.
20th Northern Section, Film Show, White Swan, Call Lane, Leeds.
22nd East Midland Section, N.A.G. Lecture, Blue Boar, Southgate Street,
Leicester.
APRIL
26th Northern Section, Spring Tournament, Otley Golf Club.
AUGUST

13th, 14th and 15th B.G.G.A. Annual Tournament, Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club.
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Film Show.

Arrangements have been made for the loan
of films of the 1958 and 1959 Penfold Swal-
low Tournaments played at Prestwick and
Barnton. These will be shown at the White
Swan, Call Lane, Leeds, on Tuesday, 20th
March.

By W. Mason
Chairman: Hon. Secretary:
J. K. GLass 18 Albert Road, Hendon, N.W.4,
(Thorpe Hall) Tel.: SUNnyhill 0245

OUR FEBRUARY LECTURE WHICH
will be given by Mr. W. H. Bartle of the
S.T.R.I. will be held on Wednesday, 28th
February at the Stirling Castle at 6-30 p.m.
Mr. Bartle is well-known to most of our
greenkeepers and it is hoped that members
will make every effort to come along and
welcome him.

Annual Dinner.

Arrangements have now been completed for
the Section Annual Dinner, which will take
place on Friday, 9th March, at the Talbot
Restaurant, London ‘Wall, E/C. Please apply
to me for tickets, the price of which will be
settled at our next meeting. We have been
fortunate in securing the services of Mr.
Mickey Morris, the Keyboard Comedian, a
member of the Concert Artistes Society, who
will entertain us after dinner.

Mr. D, S. Gould.

We are pleased to welcome to the Section,
Mr. D. S. Gould, Head Greenkeeper at
Stoneham Golf Club. Private address: 35
Hamilton Road, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh,
Hants.

By A. Cockfield
Chairman: Hon Secretary:
G. GILBERT, (Shamcastle G.(C.)
(Warminster G.C)

IT WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE THAT
Mr. Hawtree's film show on course design
and construction was so poorly attended. Any
lecture requires considerable preparation. Mr.
Hawtree had a long way to travel and in all
probability had given up a more important
engagement to fulfil this date, it was there-
fore, to say the least, most disappointing to
have such a poor turn out at this end.

For those who did turn up, it was a most
enjoyable evening. The slides were colourful
and most interesting and the discussion which
followed went a long way towards ensuring
that Mr. Hawtree’s visit was not entirely in
vain. On behalf of the Section I wish to
express our thanks to Mr. Hawtree, and to
Mr. Southgate who always comes along to say
a few words at the right time.

KEEP’S

GRANULAR

FERTILISERS

The economical
Dressing for Fairways

*
“AUTUMN” GRASS
FERTILISER
for Better Greens
*
SUPERFINE
MOWRAH MEAL
*

FRANK KEEP (1958) LTD.
82-84 NORTH END
CROYDON, SURREY
Telephone : CROydon 0734

GOLF COURSE
EQUIPMENT

Hole Tins Tee Boxes
Cutters Tee Plates
Staffs Ball Cleaners
Mats Tablets
Mowers Rollers

Hose Sprinklers

Mole Ploughs Rotary Sifters
Aerating Machines
and all
Greenkeeping Tools

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.

STANMORE - MIDDLESEX
Telephone GRImsdyke 400




Five Pointers from a Short Report of a Meeting of Secretaries and Handicapping
Convenors organised by the Lothians Golf Association

* It was agreed that generally speaking
most courses in the Lothians could adopt
a Special Scratch Score on each Compe-
tition day because ground conditions do
alter and bring a course into a different
Course Category from which it had been
allocated in assessing the Standard
Scratch Score. This applies both to
lowering and increasing the Standard
Scratch Score.

* It was recommended that the Special
or Standard Scratch Score be fixed prior
to play on the Saturday morning so that
players could see the target which had
been fixed but on the other hand some
Clubs felt it was better to do this either
during the day or at completion of play.
It was pointed out that the Standard
Scratch Score has nothing to do with
the play of Club Members but is a
theoretical calculation of a Scratch gol-
fer playing imaginary shots of a defined
length according to Course Category
which defines run of ball plus 35 putts

and taking into consideration Course
Value and overall average length.

* Regarding handicapping it was
pointed out that the Golf Unions have
issued new recommendations in re-
viewing Category 1 players. It was sug-
gested that somewhat similar, though
perhaps less stringent recommendations
be adopted in reviewing players in
Categories 2, 3 and 4.

* It was agreed that it is the responsi-
bility of the player if he wishes his
handicap reviewed to produce cards of
Open Tournament performances signed
by the Promotee Club Secretary and
most important of all a note of the
Special Scratch Score for the day.

* It was ascertained that most clubs
have a method whereby a player’s handi-
cap lapses after one or two years if no
returns have been made and he must
thereafter produce cards in the normal
way to achieve a handicap.

Agents for:

Distributors for:

Teiephone:

R. C. CRAIG & CO. LTD.

NO w is the time to think about having your
grass cutting equipment overhauled.
Our service vans cover a large area and we will be pleased

to call on you and advise you on your repair problems.

Estimates given without obligation.

Ransomes Sims and Jefferies.
L oyds of Letchworth.
Dennis Bros.

WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO HEAR FROM YOU.

R. €. CRAIG & CO. LTD.,

153 Arch. Stamford Brook Station, Hammersmith, London, W.6.
RIVerside 5415
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“Goblin” replies to S. C. Dennis of Upminster

To The Editor,
Dear Sir,

S. C. Dennis of Upminster writes in
your December issue, complaining that
I made a most unwarranted attack on
his profession. I am sorry he got that
impression; my articles were meant in no
such spirit at all.

I have always felt very strongly that
the Head Greenkeeper and his men are
the most important people on a golf
course. In fact I would far rather see a
Head Greenkeeper in the position he
often had before the war, of some
authority over the behaviour of mem-
bers on the greens, than the position he
rather implies many have been reduced
to today. I entirely agree with him that
the art of greenkeeping is something
that should be really well rewarded ; and
that no course should be understaffed.
This is surely a matter of the members
being prepared to value their green-
keepers at what a really qualified green-
keeper is worth. It takes years to get
to know your greens and to acquire the
art of good greenkeeping, which you can
certainly only do by experience.

So much else of what he says is again
entirely in accordance with what I was
saying. The pre-war way was to feed
greens little and often; and this is still
done on at least three of the courses I
know where the greens are still good.
In general is is not the experienced
and enthusastic greenkeeper who is be-
hind the trouble; it is much more likely
to be the general tendency in treatroent
and advice sometimes thrust upon him
rather against his instincts.

He is right too, of course, about the
careless and disrespectful treatment of
courses by many of the members of the
clubs which play on them (see my piece
about trolleys).

I can tell him that I wrote not only
from the impression of the courses in my
own county, which I have known for
twenty years or more, but also of many
of the courses upon which major ama-
teur and professional tournaments have
been played this year.

As far as I am concerned—the very
best respects to him and his men.

Yours sincerely,

“Goblin”.

combined with the

LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP!

Look well at the new

“PALADIN”
PUTTING GREEN MOWER
And not only look, but try it on your greens.

Designed by the same technical experts who produced
the now famous *“Leda” Gang Mower, the “Paladin”
incorporates the latest and best of engineering techniques
finest
incomparable craftsmanship.

materials and Lloyds

Send for full details

& CO. (LETCHWORTH) LTD.
LETCHWORTH HERTS.

= ond
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HON. SECRETARY’S NOTES

——

A MEETING OF THE EXECU-
TIVE Committee will be held on Satur-
day, 10th March at the “News of the
World” offices, Bouverie Street, London,
E.C.4, at 2-0 p.m.

May I remind the members of the
above Committee that the Southern Sec-
tion Annual Dinner takes place on Fri-
day evening, 9th March, at the Talbot
Restaurant, London Wall, E.C.2, and I
am sure the Southern Section would be
very pleased to welcome any of the
Committee who can make the trip to
London on Friday to join them.

(Bt 1 S T D

THE SCOTTISH GOLF GREENKEEPERS’
ASSOCIATION

NORTH AND MIDLAND SECTION
SOCIAL EVENING — OUR ANNUAL
Social Evening will be held in Nicoll &
Smibert’'s Rooms, Nethergate, Dundee, on
Saturday, 17th March, at 7-0 p.m. Tickets
(price 8/- each) may be had from members
of the Committee.

Wm. Ritchie,

Secretary.

MISCELLANEOUS
PROFESSIONALS AND GREENKEEPERS having
stocks of used golf balls contact Sparkbrook
Golf Ball Co., 295 Highgate Road, Stoney
Lane, Birmingham, with a view to filling
export orders.

@rmock)

FUSARIUM
SPECIFIC

THE RECOGNISED CURE FOR
FUSARIUM NIVALE
THE DREADED ‘BROWN PATCH.'

A full descriptive and illustrated
brochure available on request.

GRASS SEEDS

FINEST QUALITY AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

The Cannock Agricultural Co., Ltd.,
Cannock, Staffs.

Fertiliser Manufacturers and Seedsmen
for over a Century.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

HEAD GREENKEEPER required for seaside
18-hole course, North-East Scotland, com-
mencing st June. House available. Salary
according to qualifications. Apply with
references, Box No. 262, British Golf Green-
keeper.

WANTED at Prestbury Golf Club, Cheshire,
HEAD GREENKEEPER—thoroughly ex-
perienced man required. Cottage with two
bedrooms provided on the Club premises.
Apply to the Secretary, Golf Club House.
Prestbury, Cheshire, giving age, family,
details of experience, and wage desired.

HEAD GREENKEEPER required. Staff of
five. Modern equipment. Enquiries, stating

age and experience. to the Secretary,
Worcester Golf and Country  Club,
Boughton Park, Worcester. Tel. 22555.

WANTED for Holywell Golf Club, Brynford.
Holywell, young couple for Professional,
Greenkeeper and Stewardess or young man
for Professional/Greenkeeper.  Bungalow
available if required. For terms of employ-
ment and salary, apply to Hon. Secretary.



DEVIL'S ADVOCATE 5—continued.

about possible damage through playing
on half frozen greens than either the
Committee, the Secretary, or the Green-
keeper. Once the “anything for a quiet
life” school takes over the running of a
club, or lets itself weaken with the years
into that attitude, then hope dies.

Never recovers

Worse still than indecision is the
failure to provide, year by year, decent
sites for frost holes, where the grass is
evened and looked after well enough to
make some substitute for normal putting.
If the frost hole is just stuck in an un-
even bit of fairway or approach, you
can’t blame the members for grumbling
at being expected to use them. Even
this, though, may not be so bad as the
weakest way out of all—compromise.
Under this system the holes are merely
placed near the front of the green
throughout the winter, frost or no frost,
and left there—throughout the dressing
period, and throughout any foul weather
that may come. The result, of course,
is progressively fouler and more uneven
putting throughout the winter, and the
whole front part of the green knocked
so badly to hell between November and
March that it never really recovers from
year to year.

It is really a libel on the greenkeeping
profession to suggest that such a thing
could ever happen. But it does. The
only laugh I ever had out of the whole
business was when one impatient mem-
ber solemnly asked: “What's all the
fuss? It never really freezes in this
country anyway !”

Next Month—Why is a Weed?

HARE RAISING—continued.

appeared to be a set pattern around the
grassy arena.

Now and then she—for I believe the
leader was an old doe—would take her
troop out of sight over the dunes to re-
appear again in the ring with her en-
tourage complete. I do not know how
long this performance would have lasted
for it was suddenly interrupted by the
appearance of a shepherd and his collie.
The hares quite unhurriedly, and in
single file, evacuated their dance floor
and disappeared.

Again, in May, 1959, I saw a similar
performance by 14 hares in a grass field,
near Grantown on Spey and in October,
1958 I saw a party of eight mountain
hares perform in the deer forest of
Clova, in Angus.

With grateful acknowledgments to the
“Farmerss Weekly”, 24th November,
1961.

OF SOILS AND SPECIES—continued.

or early August with 6 lb. dalapon to
the acre and top dressed with 2 tons of
ground limestone. 10 cwt of basic slag,
sown in the following spring, given 3
cwt. of a compound fertiliser and not
grazed until autumn.

The object in chemical ploughing is to
change sward composition completely,
but there may be advantages in selec-
tively changing the composition of
natural hill pasture.

With grateful acknowledgments to the
“Farmers’ Weekly”, 8th December, 1961.

AGENTS FOR CLYDE BUILT ALL MAKES OF
CROYDEX TRACTOR CABS MOWERS
PLASTIC SUPPLIED AND
HOSE & REPAIRED
et et i A. C. BANKS & CO.

HOSE (LATE OF ALLAN TAYLOR (ENGINEERS) LTD.) e
cooDENOUGH | 149 COPSE HILL, WIMBLEDON, SW.20 |  cross cus
gl TELEPHONE: WIMBLEDON 1768 SHEATRE
Pumping under  rpACTORS FOR GOLF COURSES, SPORTS GROUNDS, fepairs Ang
all conditions  papKs ETC., and ALL EQUIPMENT FOR MAINTENANCE Grinding
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advisers

on mowing
and grass
maintenance

Ransomes 49 distributors are much more than distributors. They
provide a nation-wide advisory service on any problems connected

with the mowing or maintenance of grass.

Each distributor serves an

area, so that wherever you are you can call in skilled, well-informed

advice at any time.

Head Offices only are listed below.

know who is your local area distributor.

ABERDEENSHIRE

Messrs, Barclay Ross & Hutchison
.td., Craigshaw Works, Aberdeen.
ANGUS

Messrs. Geo. McLean Ltd.,

Ward Road, Dundee.
BEDFORDSHIRE

Messrs.W. H. & J. Rogers
(Engineers) Ltd,,

Great Barrord Bedford.
BERKSHIRE

Messrs. Robert H. Andrews Ltd.,
London Road, Sunningdale.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Glensand Engineers Ltd.,

Ley Hill, Chesham.
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Messrs. C, Tolliday & Sons,
Kings Road, Barton Road, Cambridge
CHESHIRE

J. Mealor & Sons Ltd.,

Burton Road, Neston, Wirral.
CUMBERLAND

Messrs. Rickerby Ltd.,

33, Botchergate, Carlisle.
DEVONSHIRE

Messrs. Stanley A. F, West Ltd,,
Gorway Machinery Depot,
Woodway Rd., Teignmouth.
DORSET

Messrs. J. T. Lowe Ltd.,
Longham, Wimborne.
DURHAM

Messrs, Ord & Teasdale Ltd.,
Church Rd., Stockton-on-Tees,

Co. Durham.

ESSEX

Messrs. Wm, Cottis & Sons Ltd.,
Archimedean Works, Epping.

A. E. Prentice Esq.,

Mower Sales Service,

Hall Lane, Upminster.

Messrs. H. E. Williams & Co. Ltd.,
149-152, High St., Colchester.
GLAMORGANSHIRE
Messrs. R, S. Bird Ltd,,
Cowbridge.

HERTFORDSHIRE
Kingston House (Mowers) Ltd.,
Vaughan Rd., Harpenden.

ENT
Messrs. W. M. Godfrey & Partners
Led.
Brenchley, Tonbridz=
LANARKSHIRE
Messrs. Sam McKay, Rae & Sons,
8, Fenwick Rd., Giffnock, Glasgow.
LANCASHIRE
Messrs. Ellis Rees & Co.
(Manchester) Ltd.,
Grafton Works, Middlewocod St.,
Salford 5
Mr. A. M. Frodsham,
113, College Rd., Crosby, Liverpool23
Messrs. W. Wilcack & Sons, Ltd.,
Lancaster Rd., Preston.
LEICESTERSHIRE
Leicester Horticultural
Engineering Co. Ltd.,
195, Clarendon Park Rd., Leicester.
LINCOLNSHIRE
Messrs. D. T. Gratton & Sons Ltd.,
Wide Bargate, Boston
Lawn Mower Service (Lln(oln) Led,,
Welbourne.
MIDDLESEX
Messrs, J. Gibbs Ltd,,
Bedfont, Feltham.
Huxleys Agricultural
Machinery Supplies,
69, Thames St., Staines.
NORFOLK
Harston Farm Machinery Ltd.,
93/97 Ber St., Norwich.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Messrs. Staughton's Ltd.,
Kingsthorpe Hollow, Northampton,
NORTHUMBERLAND
Northern Agricultural
Supply Co. Ltd.,
The Tractor House, 176-196
Scotswood Rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Be sure you

NORTH WALES

Messrs. T, Davies & Son (N. Wales)
Ltd., Pen Tywyn Works, Deganwy.
NORTHERN IRELAND
Messrs. J. E. Coulter Ltd,,

36/56, Millfield, Belfast.
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Messrs. Henton & Chattell Ltd.,
London Rd., Nottingham.
RENFREWSHIRE

Messrs. W. Donaldson (Eng.) Ltd.,
Blackstoun Works, Linwood, Paisley.
SOMERSET

Messrs. Hawkes & Sons Ltd.,
32/33, East St., Taunton.

Messrs. T. F. Miles & Sons Ltd.,
Mower Engineers,

Cleveland Works, London Rd., Bath.
S. Veals & Son.

3, Tower Hill, Old Market, Bristol 2.
STAFFORDSHIRE

Mower Services (Midlands) Ltd.,
Belmont Rd., Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent.
SUFFOLK

County Lawn Mower Services,
Orchard St., Ipswich.

SURREY

Messrs. T. Parker & Sons,
Worcester Park.

Messrs. Relf & Kendall,

406, Brighton Rd., South Croydon.
SUSSEX

Messrs, A. Overington & Sons Ltd.,
SalvingtonRd., Durrington, Worthing.
Messrs Paice & Sons,

Felbridge, East Grinstead.
WARWICKSHIRE

Messrs. Parker & Ballinger Ltd.,

3, Lower Queen St:, Sutton Coldfield.
YORKSHIRE

Messrs. Collisons (Beverley) Ltd.
Norwood, Beverley.

Messrs, |. |. Fearn (Agric.) Ltd.,
Howard St., Sheffield.

The Grosvenor Eng. Co. Ltd,,
Manningham, Bradford 8.

Messrs. W. Mountain & Sons Ltd.,
Jackson Lane Works,

Off Victoria Rd. Morley, Leeds.
EIRE (IRISH REPUBLIC)
Messrs, T. Lenehan & Co. Ltd,,
Capel Street, Dublin.

Messrs. McKensies,

Camden Quay, Cork.

DISTRIBUTORS

RANSOMES SIMS & JEFFERIESLTD -ORWELL WORKS -

IPSWICH




