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THE

VERTTRAKEN

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake)
— Golf course fairways, Municipal
Parks, Sports pitches.

P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake)
— for Golf greens, Bowling greens,
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts.

These two machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus stimulating recovery and
growth of stfong healthy grasses. You will find that each machine will clear the difficult dead, matted,
fibrous grass that is so often so difficult to get rid of.

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green to the largest Municipal playing
fields. One great labour saving device we have fitted on our P.V.R .model is the very large glass fibre
collecting box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that would otherwise be wasted
in sweeping up afterwards,

Write for full information on Vertirakes to:

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.

STANMORE HILL WORKS - STANMORE
MIDDLESEX. Tel: 01-954 4171
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Our Front Cover this month shows the presentation of
the winners cup in an annual invitation tournament
sponsored by John Chaplin (Machinery) Ltd. of Leeds
in which 150 invitations were sent to greenkeepers and
groundsmen to play in the tournament which was held
at Woodhall Hills Golf Club at Calverley, near Leeds,
on Wednesday 28th April. Our picture shows Mr. J.
Evans, Captain of Woodhall Hills presenting the trophy
to J. R. Grierson of Elland Golf Club watched by
Mr. K. Mitchell and Mr. J. Chaplin of Chaplins Grass
Machinery.

EDITORIAL ADVERTISEMENT AND SUBSCRIPTION OFFICES: Chilberton House, Doods
Road, Reigate, Surrey. Telephone: Reigate 43521. SUBSCRlPTlON RATE: £3.50 for 12 issues
post paid. Published during the first week of each month. All rights reserved. Reproduction of
original articles and photographs in whole or in part is prohibited This Magazine shall not, without
the written consent of the publishers first given, be re-sold, lent, hired out, or otherwise disposed of.
Contributions and photographs of interest are invited.

LATEST COPY DATE: l1st of month prior to insertion. g

TO INSERT A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT, write to the Advertisement Manager at the
above address. The rate is £3.00 per single column inch. Remittance must be sent with order. Please
state number of insertions reqluired and write advertisement in block letters. Advertisements will

be inserted in the first availab!
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WE VE GOTA
GREAT REPUTATION
TOMAINTAIN.

If you're responsible for maintaining with variable cutting frequencies
turf, you already know Jacobsen turf and hydraulic lift. Hydro-
i statictransmission
_gives single foot pedal
control. Compare the
cost of the F.133
against equivalent
units; you will be
= pleasantly
m sUrprised.

tion they enjoy amongst groundsmen
all over the world.

You may not know that Jacobsen
products are available from a
national network of Main Distributors
and Dealers throughout the U.K. They
carry all the stocks you need of essential
spares, and they offer a highly
qualified technical back-up service.
They, too, are maintaining our
reputation.

The F.133 cuts up to 50
acres per eight hour day,
efficiently and effortlessly. The
five power-driven gang-units,
giving an 11" width of cut,
are fully articulated,

\

lacobsen main dlstrlbutors

CAMBRIDGESHIRE SCOTLAND CORNWALL DEVON WALES
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE A. & J. Bowen & Co. Ltd SOMERSET AVON STAFFORDSHIRE
BEDFORDSHIRE Glenrothes 758266 WILTSHIRE GWENT WARWICKSHIRE
Turf Equipment Services Ltd ESSEX KENT GLAMORGAN WEST MIDLANDS
Saffron Walden 079 984 303 EAST SUSSEX GLOUCESTERSHIRE SHROPSHIRE

EAST LONDON Kellands Ltd
CUMBRIA W. Grant Currie Ltd Bridgwater 8111 VV%RrsggsRT%%gwl%E
NORTHUMBERLAND Epping 73780 Bath 858288 Kings Heath Mowers Ltd

DURHAM CLEVELAND Brighton 64433
NORTH YORKSHIRE HUMBERSIDE
Fewsters Agricultural Services Ltd LINCOLNSHIRE

FOLK Birmingham 021 444 2746
QSIEFC())LK Stoke-on-Trent 0782 23431

JohnRiches (Agricultural)Ltd DORSET

Hexham 3511 LEICESTERSHIRE

Darlington 67554 Achurch & Sons Ltd e \’,'V‘E'Q"T"iﬁ's“&x
Horncastle 3411

LANCASHIRE th Melton 2801 B. A. Rolfe & Sons Ltd

WEST AND SOUTH  Woodhall Spa 52141 Scliiaiee2333 R——

YORKSHIRE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

SN UACOBSEN

GREATER MANCHESTER BERKSHIRE SURREY

NOTTINGHAMSHIR John Wilder (Agricukural)Ltd.

DERBYSHIRE Wallingford 36636 SOLE U.K. CONCESSIONAIRES

Fearnco Ltd Reading 53204 Rolfe’s International Turf Equipment Winchester Hill,

Sheffield 074 15 2181 Bracknell 20458 Romsey Hampshire. Romsey 513185



STROKE FOR COURSE VALUE

I recall, some years gone, when watch-
ing ‘“The Putter’’ at Rye, to have seen
Roger Wethered play a monumental
recovery stroke at the last hole.

Fully to savour the moment, it is to be
remembered that we were on the 18th
and so witnessing a close-fought match.
Still capable of driving the ball a long
way, he had hooked away into the sand
among the dunes. Standing on tall
ground, looking down at him it was clear
that a high and powerful shot was needed
if he were to reach the fairway. To play
such a stroke demands perfection in
striking. A tea-spoon full too much sand
spells disaster.

He took the ball clean with what I
think to be a No.7., it soared up and away
to finish on the green. The onlookers at
this meeting are connoisseurs of the
game, there was a second or two of
astounded silence.

It was after the return of my numbed
senses, the thought intruded: ‘‘He
couldn’t have done that on my home

course.”” This was no querulous local

bias, but one of fact. That ball would
have been lost, of if found, unplayable
because you cannot swing a club in thick
gorse-whins, for those north of the
border.

This simmered in the mind, for at the
direction of my committee I was fighting
for an extra stroke on our S.S.S. rating for
course difficulties. The reason being the
gorse. In those days there was a narrow
strip of heather, not the growth from
which to recover easily, between the fair-
way and the jungle. It could stop the ball
running into trouble.

In the S.S.S. scheme is written: ‘‘An
addition to the basic Standard Scratch
Score. . . . will be made only for courses
of exceptional difficulties other than
length.”” This raises the question how
exceptional difficulties are defined, and
where does one meet them? In the days
before there was an S.S.S., and any claim
for an extra stroke beyond thought,
I could lead you to a short hole surround-
ed by pineapple plants sharp as spears:
another blind over a bungalow, blind over
a railway viaduct. A green perched on a
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anthill, the sides like those of a pyramid.
To which may be added the circumstance
that the greens were constructed of a
hard mud bace, covered by a thin cover-
ing of sand—no stop.

These circumstances were to be met

with at tropical clubs. Our attitude was,
there is the hole, there are the problems,
lets to it. To avoid that cliche ‘it was the
same for all’ is impossible. I can sense
some saying that it was a travesty of golf.
Over a thirty years contact with the game
in hot countries, I came across one or two
players who refused to play on those
courses. This conceited attitude re-
bounded upon them. When after the
customary two and a half years of duty,
the first half of their four months home
leave was spent in trying to recapture
their game.

Every golfer has a preference for, or
antipathy to a certain type of course.
There are more than one well-known
professional who dislikes links, not as
might be supposed because of the strong
winds, but the ill-defined areas of the
fairways. Trees, bushes or heather,
mostly absent from links, give them an
avenue down which to drive. In short,
and it is understandable, they like to have
a road map. My own preference, of mini-
mum interest, is the links, caused by a
sense of tradition and history. It is pleas-
ing to record that view has been passed
on to some youngsters of my acquaint-
ance.

There is a sneaking feeling the tight
lay-out, such as was my home course
already alluded to, may have an inhibit-
ing effect on the freedom of the swings on
the young, turning them into defensive
players.

As expected we did not get our extra
stroke. Golf is a game and should be
treated as such. But, I cannot get away
from the opinion that the golfer should
have room to swing, even to chip out side-
ways. As I no longer play, that can be
said without prejudice. although it goes
against tradition.

On the other hand, none of us could
have produced that stroke by Roger
Wethered.
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PATTISON IN THE WEST
DEREK RUSSELL

Handsome, debonaire, confident—some
of the words used by him when we said
we want to print something about you—
actually he is not a bad looking chap in
a rugged old fashioned sort of way, two
smashing kids and a very charming wife,
fond of the country and enjoys meeting
peaple—in fact he is just the man to
promote Pattisons new van sales delivery
service.

Calling on Golf Clubs from his local
centre in the west country Derek is able
to offer immediate delivery from the
wide range of our equipment carried by
his van.

Buy The Best—From The Best—
Get The Best Service
H. PATTISSON & CO.
STANMORE, MIDDLESEX
01-954 4171

S. H. GOSS & CO.

WEED CONTROL
SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Control
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also

Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,

Little Warley,

Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107

RELF{KENDALL

OF CROYDON AND BARNET

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS

Also ASPERA, B.S.A.,
BRIGGS & STRATTON,
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX,
VICTA, VILLIERS

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS

OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR
EXPRESS SPARES DELIVERY SERVICE

RELF & KENDAI.l.

RANSOMES

Telephone your
immediate requirements to

406 BRIGHTON ROAD. S
SURREY. CR2 6XX. 7

16a PLANTAGENET R
HERTS. 7o/

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professwnal
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground
The British Golf Greenkeeper




SECOND
BRITISH TURFGRASS SYMPOSIUM

The 2nd British Turfgrass Symposium,
organised by the British Golf Green-
keepers Association and Co-Sponsored
by a number of suppliers to golf courses,
will be held at the Burford Bridge Hotel,
Mickleham, Dorking, Surrey, on Tues-
day, Sth October, 1976.

The theme of this year's conference
will be ‘Golf Course Design Construction
and Maintenance’ and will consist of
four papers, two to be presented in the
morning session and two in the after-
noon. The subjects and speakers are as
follows:

‘International Golf Course Design and
Construction’ by F.W.Hawtree.

‘Bunker Design and Maintenance’ by
J. K. Campbell.

‘Budgeting for Golf Course Maintenance
against Objectives’ by a leading U.S.A.
Golf Course Superintendent.

‘Green Construction & Grasses by
R. W. Palin.

Time has been allowed after each
paper for question and answer sessions
and for further discussion on each
paper.

The Burford Bridge Hotel is a high
class hotel at the foot of Box Hill and its
Tithe Barn, an integral part of the hotel
offers excellent facilities for both speak-
ers and delegates to enjoy the conference
in comfortable and extremely attractive

" Seedsg
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surroundings. The cost of attending the
conference will be £5 which will include
admission to all sessions, morning coffee,
buffet lunch, tea and a printed copy of the
papers. Maximum attendance is limited
to 300 due to the physical restraints of
the conference room. Application forms
for attendance will be distributed with
next month‘s issue of The British Golf
Greenkeeper at which time the event will
be widely publicised through national and
trade media. Readers wishing to ensure
a place at the Conference may write to
Walter Heeles, the Hon. * Secretary,
enclosing £5.

For delegates wishing to stay overnight
in the Dorking area the following are local
hotels who can be contacted regarding
accommodation:

Burford Bridge Hotel, Dorking, Surrey.

Dorking 4561
The Bell Inn, West Street, Dorking,
Surrey. Dorking 2801
Bridge House Hotel, Reigate, Surrey.
Reigate 46801

Cranleigh Hotel, 41, West Street,
Reigate, Surrey. Reigate 40600
Reigate 43468
Drift Bridge Hotel, Epsom, Surrey.
Burgh Heath 52163
Dukes Head, Brockham Green, Dorking,
Surrey. Betchworth 2023
Punch Bowl Motel, Reigate Road,
Dorking, Surrey. Dorking 2820

é}’aFerbesers
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(#3hma%Turf Care System Cuts Costs

Purchase the basic CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKSTER
18 H.P. Vehicle- then add as many of the modular
accessories as you need for the work you have

to be done. No need to buy another expensive

vehicle. In minutes
you can attach the
module you need by
using simple pins that
slide in and out. DUMPING/HAULING

No need for tools. 1,000 Ib. payload, hydraulic dumping

TOP DRESSIN CUSHMAN travels at speeds up to 22 m.p.h. between
1 Green accurately in 10 minutes. jobs, and will pull standard set of three gang mowers.
Mounts on Truckster Chassis

SPREADING \ A i
Spreads 40’ wide SPRAYING
18 Greens in 2 hrs. Precise spraying rates

QUICK AERATING
18 Greens in half a day. Deep slicing,
coring, or open spoons.

SPIKING
18 Greens in 2% hrs.

Get the facts TODAY from: BUY ON A BUDGET
BUY THE BASIC TRUCKSTER AND THE
MODULES YOU NEED MOST' THEN HIRE

THE OTHERS FROM HUXLEY'S UNTIL
UIXxieus FINANCE IS AVAILABLE TO BUILD UP
THE COMPLETE OUTFIT

GARDEN MACHINERY

22-26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX. THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD, HANTS.
(STAINES 51123) (ALRESFORD 3222)

BBBBBBBRBBBRBBEBBBEBBBRBBBBBBEBBBBBHBEBE



The Greenkeepers

HEAD Greenkeeper at Broadstone
(Dorset) Golf Club is E. R. West. Eddie
West started work at the club in 1963
taking over as Head Greenkeeper in 1966
from Albert Crane who had been with the
club for 40 years. Previous work included
a spell at the Meyrick Park course in
Bournemouth which was interrupted by 2
years National Service in Germany. Eddie
has been a member of the B.G.G.A.
since 1963 and a member of Parkstone
Artisans from 1955-73. Successes include
the South Western Championship
held at Launceston in 1973. Eddie is now
a member of Broadstone G.C. and plays
off a handicap of 4.

Broadstone is an 18 hole course sited
on heathland but well wooded with Pine,
Oak & Silver Birch. It is an interesting
course on undulating ground offering a
first class challenge without being unduly
long. The club has 800 members served

June

by the club Professional P. Ward. There
is a total Greenkeeping staff of five plus
two part time assistants when those are
required.

Equipment owned by the club includes
A Ransome Triplex, 3 Auto-Certes, 1
24" Matordor, 4 Flymos, Bomford Bandit
Flail, 2 Tractors, Triple Gang Mower, 1
Cyclone Spreader, 1 Sprayer, 1 Hayter
Condor, 1 Pattisson ‘Spiker, 1 Cart,
1 Front Loader Bucket, 1 Rotary Screen,
1 Dixon Air Cannon (for leaf clearing).

Seeds/Fertilizers/Fungicides used by
Eddie include Fisons Mersil, also their
weed cleaner, Cannock, SAI, Supaturf
and May & Baker.

The course presents Eddie with few
problems. There has been some drainage
problems on greens and fairways, but a
drain renewal programme was started
last winter which will be spread over the
next year or two.

3
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BEnsun STEWARTS OFEDINBURGH

BLUEGRASS (Poa Pratensis) TURFCULTURE SUPPLIES

Formally known as Warren’s A-34

CLEAN BALL
A Smooth Stalked Meadowgrass! HOLE CUPS
* CAST ALUMINIUM ALLOY
¥ ;"fJ%OHVYE“s QUICKLY FROM * BRIGHT SILVERY FINISH
* KEEPS THE BALL CLEAN
o Highly disease resistant. * CONFORMS WITH THE RULES

£2.75 each, plus carriage & VAT

e Thrives in open sunlight and
varying soil conditions. Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd.

Stronghold Works
o Withstands short mowing,

Soun 1015 Taeh; Mayfield Industrial Estate
Dalkeith EH22 4BZ
o Withstands shade (up to 65%). Telephone: 031-663 6617
° P{t:d::fces a dense green sward
el EASTCOTE
B 5 NURSERIES
En un (Solihull) LIMITED
f
BLUEGRASS SEED i
costs |ess TREE MOVING
We now have available a
1 Pound Sows comp'ete range of Tree
2,000 Sq Ft Moving equipment to trans-
(Over 1,000 seeds per sq. ft.) plant Trees up to 35’
Wood Lane,
HURST GUNSON el
Solihull,
COOPER TABER LTD.
Witham, Essex CM8 2DX West Midlands
PHONE: Witham 516600 Tel: Hampton in Arden 2034

(SPD Code 0376)




There’s wildlife galore
along the River Wharfe

I have often wondered how many folk
playing llkley Golf Course are able to
detach themselves from the game suf-
ficiently to notice the everyday . activity
around them.

The River Wharfe meanders its way

down the full length of the course, this.

is itself a big attraction to wild life.
Nobody could help noticing the abun-
dance of moorhens, feeding happily on
i;ls banks, oblivious' to events around
them.

Only if a human comes too close do
they go scurrying along the water.

Dippers are common and can be seen
walking about in the shadows and then
bobbing under the water in search of
food. They are easily recognised by their
large white chests.

Mallards are to be found all year
round. In spring the ducks can often be
seen swimming accompanied by as many
as a dozen young, and often pure white
drake among them.

The common sandpipers have been
there all summer nesting on the river
bank, some within yards of where the
golfers pass. Herons, too, are there all
year. I have spotted as many as three
together.

They are shy, easily frightened. and
stand motionless in the water on the look-
out for food . . . crayfish, or bullheads
perhaps. They may even catch the odd
trout.

Regular winter visitors are the little
grebes, or dab chicks. They are hard to
discern, staying on the surface, then
diving and re-surfacing 20 yards away.

Oystercatchers, reed bunting, coal tits
and many others are seen near the river,
but the gem of all must be the kingfisher.

Usually one only glimpses a brilliant
flash of turquoise flying low, but one may
be lucky and see one perched in a willow
waiting to dive after some small fish.

June
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i DAVID SPURDEN, an assistant green-
keeper at llkley Golf Club, bas herons,
B\ kingfishers, mallards and oyster-
catchers as his daily companions and
has absorbed the mysteries of their
lives almost unconsciously. Here he
asks us to look anew at the wild life
about us.
S e

Regretfully, they are not as prevalent
as in previous years.

Away from the river the course is
slowly being transformed. It is four years
since the club began a tree-planting
scheme. Since then some 5,000 trees—
mainly pine, larch and birch—have been
planted.

For the birds, if not for the golfers,
these are a welcome addition.

They have provided homes for at least
a dozen pairs of redpoll, their nests
previously being unheard of here.

Gold crests, long-tailed tits and many
different types of finches can be found
searching the plantations for food and
who can say what birds the trees may
attract in future?

Now that winter is coming, a covey of
partridges has re-appeared and pheasant
venture out seemingly aware they will not
be shot at. Now is the time for waxwings
and the nuthatches seen here in the last
two years.

Fieldfares are already here, feeding on
the hawberries and the kestrel is an
everyday sight, as are the feathers which
denote their kills. :

We must hope that winter will not be
too severe.on them and that next year we
may see the kingfishers increase. This
season is surely a cruel, testing time for
all these varieties of wild life.
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NEWS

NEW ROLFE’S APPOINTMENT

Rolfe’s Mini Tractors Limited of
Romsey, UK agents for Jacobsen turf
equipment, have appointed Mr. Peter A.
Hampton as Area Manager for West
England and Wales.

Mr. Hampton will be responsible for
co-ordinating demonstrations, sales,
spares and service requirements for
agents, distributors and customers
within his area. In addition to Jacobsen,
Rolfe’s are UK agents for International
Harvester Mini  Tractors, Parker
Sweepers, Bunton rotary mowers and
Cooper Edge ‘n’ trim.

Mr. Hampton re-joins Rolfe’s after
spending a year as general manager of a
garden machinery retailer in Kidder-
minster, Worcestershire. He has had
many years experience in the horti-
cultural equipment market.

Mr. Hampton is married and now lives
near Trowbridge in Wiltshire. His
interests include craft woodworking and
picture framing.

Rolfe’s Mini Tractors Limited are
based at Winchester Hill, Romsey,
Hants, SOS 8YY

A GROUP of the most prominent French
landscape and sportsground construction
companies has been formed into an
organisation called ‘‘France-Golf’’. The
Director is an Englishman, G. W.
Davison, Chairman and Managing
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Director of Cambridge Soil Services Ltd
of Cottenham, Cambridge, who insti-
gated the scheme with the assistance of
F. L. Lenoir of Brussels.

“‘France-Golf'’, with its established
businesses in all parts of the country, will
make reasonably priced golf available to
all by providing good courses and encour-
aging general tuition and interest in the
game. It is probably the largest
organisation of this type anywhere and
will have a great impact on golf course
development in France.

THREE NEW PRODUCTS FOR
AMENITY HORTICULTURE

Three new products for the sports-
turf market are to be distributed by Chip-
man Limited, Horsham, Sussex. The
products, marketed by Duphar-Midox
Limited, Smarden, Kent are:
FYDULAN—a granular material com-
bining dichlobenil and dalapon are broad
spectrum weed control in shurbberies.
DACONIL 2787—a broad spectrum non-
systemic turf fungicide, containing chlor-
othalonil for the control and prevention
of a wide range of diseases including
Fusarium patch, Ophiobolus patch,
Red Thread, Dollar Spot, Leafspotn
Melting Out and Leaf Blight.
DACTHAL—a selective pre-emergence
or post-emergence herbicide containing
chlorthal-dimethyl which is especially
effective against Creeping Speedwell.

Mr. Roy Jennings, Managing Director
of Chipman Limited, has said that he
decided to market all three products
because each had an important and
specific role to fulfil. ‘Fydulan’ presented
an opportunity to deal effectively and
economically with shrubbery weed
control, even where tough grass weeds
predominated; ‘Dacthal’ was a long-
sought answer to the control of creeping
speedwell which had resisted convential
selective weedkillers and was becoming a
major and widespread nuisance in turf.
In ‘Daconil 2787’ the means to protect
turf from disease, or to eradicate an
existing disease, is available in a single
safe and easy to use flowable product
and Mr. Jennings was certain this would
be a valuable new material for grounds-
men and greenkeepers.

The British Golf Greenkeeper



Northern Section
Chairman: Hon. Secretary:
COLIN GEDDES W. HEELES
Moor Allerton 7 Tentergate Close,
Golf Club Knaresborough, Yorks.
Tel: K’boro 3851
GROUNDED
A Northern Section Committee

member Colin Garnett has recently been
ill in hospital. Colin, Head Greenkeeper
at Garforth Golf Club is apparently
making good progess towards recovery.

Good luck and sound health for the
future Colin.

NEW MEMBERS
The Section extends a warm welcome
to the following new members.
Mr. Joseph Baxter,
Brow Farm, Harden, Bingley,
Head Greenkeeper, Bingley St. Ives
Municipal Golf Club.

Mr. Alan Baxter.

Brow Farm, Harden, Bingley,
Assistant Greenkeeper, Bingley St.
Ives Municipal Golf Club.

Mr. Melville Chapman,
7 Eassom Road, Redcar, Cleveland.
Vice President.

Mr. John Lingard,

Hillside Chapel Fold, Lower Wike,
Bradford.

Vice President.

June

SECTION
NEWS

A nationwide round-up of
news from the branches

Mr. Kevin Neil Shaw,
5 St. Lukes Terrace, Cleckheaton.
Assistant Greenkeeper, Cleckhampton
and District Golf Club.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

Already, fairly warm on the heels of
the Government’s sex equality bill, the
first job advertisement was published
requiring the services of a—will you
believe—GROUNDSPERSON.

This rather farcical situation cropped
up in one of the monthly trade journals.
The BGGA must feel fortunate for not
having a name, or part thereof, likely to
contravene the Sex Discrimination Act.

Whilst on names people have for years
now been striving to change the title of
Greenkeeper to something more so-
phisticated. Ask yourself: what title could
be considered more individual, more awe
inspiring, more romantic than Head
Greenkeeper? Why, had D. H. Lawrence
known of our trade, the gamekeeper in
Lady Chatterley’s Lover would not have
had a look in.

EUROCALL

In response to current trends, David
Hannam and his staff at Sports Turf
Research Institute have this season
submitted to the kilo and litre.

All treatments on the trial grounds are
now prepared in the metric form whether
in weight, area, or volume. Even the re-
cording of daily temperatures and rainfall
has been ‘metricated’. This move is in
line with general S.T.R.I. policy.
AMELIORATION

Alarm and confusion was apparently
generated by an article in our March
writeup. The subject was the law re-
garding safety cabs on tractors.

Attention has been drawn to the fact
that tractors used on golf courses or
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sports areas are however, exempt from
the compulsory fitting of safety cabs.

The information was intrinsically
correct but applies only to those tractors
supplied and intended for, definitively,
‘agricultural use’.

ON THE MOVE

A recourse to the green has been made
by Peter Blacker.

Mr. Blacker a former Head Green-
Keeper of Woodsome Golf Club, but
latterly a technical representative for-a
leading Northwest firm has recently
taken up the post of Head Greenkeeper
to Headingley Golf Club. May success be
yours for the future in your new position
Peter.

GOLF

Well done Chaplins for your excellent
invitation tournament at Woodhall Hills
Golf Club on April 28th. Congratulations
too for its smooth organisation, really fine
food, and the impressive lineup of prizes.

Special thanks are due from all those
who had the pleasure of participating.

The prospect was mooted of this
tournament becoming an annual event;—
a mighty fine prospect indeed.

HEAD
GREENKEEPER
REQUIRED

Salary negotiable.

Free accomodation
and Pension Scheme.

Applications,
giving qualifications and
experience to

Hon. Secretary,
Tynemouth Golf Club Ltd.
Spital Dene, North Shields

Tyne & Wear NE20 2ER
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
June 24th Presidents Day-Cleveland G:C.
August Sth Invitation Tournament-
Ilkley G.C.
October 14th Autumn Tournament -
Bedale G.C.

South Coast Section

Chairman: Hon. Secretary: -
E. R. JAMES MRs. J. STIMSON
North Wilts, G.C.

Devizes.

The final lecture of our 1976/77

Winter Programme held at Alresford Golf
Club on 6th April was very entertaining
and we extend our most grateful thanks
to Mr. Jack Roffey for showing us such
marvellous colour slides illustrating his
recent visit to Rhodesia and South
Africa. There were tantalising glimpses
of a variety of wildlife, from giraffes to
warthogs; the contrast between the Great
Plains and the townships, the
magnificence of the Victoria Falls, and
the odd slide depicting a golf course or
bowling green. We were informed that
Elliott grass was used in nearly all
bowling greens; that the application of
fertizilers and weedkillers was almost
unheard of and that there was no labour
shortage; e.g., ten or more native
workers employed on a nine hole course.

It was obvious that Jack had enjoyed
every minute of his holiday and it
wouldn’t surprise me in the least if the
title Roffey Bros. of Bournemouth was
superseded by the title Roffey Bros. of
Bulawayo!

We would also like to take this op-
portunity to thank Jack and Harry for
the refreshments they so kindly provided.

Will any member who wishes to visit
Twyford Plant Breeding Station at
Adderbury on their Turfgrass Open Day
on Thursday, 22nd July 1976, and has
not yet booked his seat on the coach,
kindly contact me without delay. A Buffet
lunch will be provided.

The coach will be leaving Parkstone at
8 am and picking up members en route
at Southampton and Winchester. The
seat reservation fee is £1.25 and your
remittance should be sent not later than

The British Golf Greenkeeper



30th June 1976 so that arrangements can

be finalized.

Members are requested to make a note
of my change of address as from 22nd
June 1976:-

Caretaker’s Cottage
Breamore House
Breamore
FORDINGBRIDGE
Hampshire
(Tel. Breamore 277).

Our sincere thanks to the Directors and
staff of Sisis Equipment Ltd., for their
courtesy and warmth to all the members
of the section who made the trip to
Macclesfield Golf Club on the 27th of
April for the second occasion of the play-
ing of the ‘Sisis Handicap Trophy’, for
their generosity in providing a very
excellent dinner in the evening, also
various prizes, and to Mr. Henshaw for
providing a set of very handsome wine
glasses to go with the trophy. Thank you
gentlemen. Also our thanks to the ground
staff for the excellent condition of the
course in these trying weather conditions,
and to the staff inside the club-house,
who kept everyone happy before and
after the event.

Winners as follows:

Sisis Trophy S. Bridges H/cap 8, 36 Pts
2nd S. Edgerley H/cap 12, 33 Pts
3rd R. Graham H/cap 18, 31 Pts
4th P. Chapman H/cap 10, 30 Pts

C.P.O.

Best score at Short Holes
J. Gillett 7 Pts
S. Richardson 7 Pts

Most sixes on the card
E. Drage 10

THE Midland Section’s Annual Dinner &
Dance was held on the evening of Friday
2nd April, 1976, the venue was once
again the Elms Hotel, Aldridge. A
wonderful night’s entertainment was
enjoyed by the 122 people who attended.
The chair was taken by Mr. Norman
Russell, President of the Midland’s
Section, and Hon. Secretary of Little
Aston Golf Club. The after dinner
speeches were given by Mr. R. A.
Willetts, Captain of Handsworth Golf
Club, and Mr. Vic Smith, Chairman of the
B.G.G.A. The remainder of the evening
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was taken up by dancing etc., which
went to make this function a great
success.

I would like to thank all the people who
donated prizes towards the raffle and
everyone who helped out in other ways
throughout the evening.

The Summer Tournament and Annual
General Meeting will be held at the
Habberley Golf Club, near Kidderminster
on Monday, 12th July, 1976 by kind per-
mission of the Captain and members of
the club. Please be assembled at the club
by 9.30 a.m. The closing date for this
tournament is 27th June, anyone who
wishes to submit a point of view to be’
put before the A.G.M. must put it in
writing and send it to me no later than
21 days prior to the meeting.

I would like to welcome to the Midland
section the following new members:

K. Greatrex Kings Norton Golf Club
(Class C)
K.D. Palmer Staverton Park Golf Club
(Class A)
W.G.Pye Lilleshall Hall Golf Club
(Class A)

DIARY DATES

Wednesday September 29th, 1976
Midland Section Autumn Tournament
Venue: Ladbrook Park Golf Club Ltd.

HUXLEYS HIRE

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is
not economic. We offer for hire specialised
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for
brochure and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines)
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants

Tel. Alresford 3222
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A THE A
PARKER
PACKAGE

Everything you need in turf maintenance & equipment

i

getin t Parker Package:

Thisis whatyou

FREE Turf Advisory Service - Big selection of
grass seeds, including Mommersteeg pedigree

mixtures - Parker’s own "Verdant” range of
fertilisers and grass seeds - Watering
Equipment and Disease Control products -
Complete After-Sales Service for Mowers,
Tractors & Machinery.

And there’s more for youinthe Parker Package!

Parker are main distributors for Leyland Tractors
Sisis « Lodge - Ransomes - Dennis - Hayter «Allen
Flymo - May & Baker - Synchemicals - Proctor Nets
Perfecto Golf Accessories - Deckson

Find out more about the Parker Package.
Write for our complete catalogue.

T. PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) LTD.
Worcester Park, SURREY.
Tel:01-337 7791 (10 lines) 01-337 0861.
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LERRER'S

I was most upset and surprised to read
the article by A. J. T. Kite Esq., Hon.
Secretary, Midland Section of the
B.G.G.A. Upset, because so many state-
ments are grossly untrue and surprised,
because this gentleman has, it would
seem, been prompted to write because
one of his members was unsuccessful in
his application for the position of Course
Superintendant.

My Company and I are most anxious to
have a happy and mutually beneficial
relationship with your members. May I,
therefore, respectfully request that the
following facts are published in the next
edition of your journal.

1. The position was advertised, as per
the enclosed text, in the following
publications.

Golf International

Golf World

Golf Monthly
Recreation Management
Golf Club Management
Nineteenth Hole

Golf European.

ALLISS THOMAS
LEISURE
MANAGEMENT

APPOINTMENT OF
GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDANT

THE BELFRY,
SUTTON COLDFIELD .
CHAMPIONSHIP :

GOLF
COMPLEX

These were chosen as the most suitable
for us by our Golf Course Architects
Peter Allis and Dave Thomas.

2. To suggest we did not wish to state
accurate figures regarding salary and in-
crements is both ludicrous and probably

libcllous. Our advertisement gave a
normal description of the post offered.

June

3. We cannot be responsible for figures
““bounced around’’. Our advertisement
clearly stated ‘‘Salary by negiotiation up
to £5,000, together with free housing and
transport’’. Although I do not feel in-
clined to divulge the agreed salary I am
confident that it is, quite rightly, the
highest remuneration in Great Britain for
the position.

4. The farm house has been, as was
always intended, completely rebuilt and
refurbished, incidentally at a cost of
£4,315. It has 5 bedrooms, is fully
centrally heated and overlooks both golf
courses.

The ‘‘Company transport’’ not a van,
but is in fact an Estort estate, which we
consider is most suitable for the job.

S. After careful consideration, six were
short listed from numerous applications,
one was from the Midlands (name and
address will be supplied on request). The
most suitable was Mr. Alex Low, who had
just completed two new golf courses at
Grangemouth and has considerable
experience with opening new golf courses
throughout the world.

6. It is obvious that Mr. Kite is dis-
gruntled because a representative of the
B.G.G.A. was not invited to our Press
Presentation on February 2nd; incident-
ally the ONLY, not ‘‘one of the numerous
public relations meetings given by the
Belfry’’. It was basically for Sports
Writers and other members of the media.
It is intended to invite members of
associations, including the B.G.G.A.,
connected with golf, at a later date, when
we can show much more progress and a
clear indication of the character of the
courses, which do not open until Spring
and Summer 1977.

1 would like to correct Mr. Kite's
scurrilous advice to local greenkeepers
regarding recommended wage scales and
working conditions. May 1 assure local
greenkeepers that we would like to
cngage the best persons available and, as
with our Head Greenkeeper, we are
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Atco 20" Special £265.74
(exclusive of VAT)

more than ever
your best buy !

Most golf and cricket club secretaries will be looking
for economies, not only at point of purchase but in
after-sales service also. Your members will nevertheless Atco 20" H.D. mower
expect the playing areas to be properly mown and
maintained and you and your committee will be
expected to perform the miracle.

Our Atco Heavy Duty and Professional mower range is
‘eut for cut’ your ‘best buy'—dJust compare the prices!

If you want to know more, let us know at the address
below and we will arrange for our Distributor in your ;
area to send you a brochure or visit you, whichever you Atco Quintuple Vari-gang mower
wish. But don’t delay. Act now! And remember, Atco's
supremacy is based on service!

@T@@CHARLES H.PUGH LIMITED e .

ATCO WORKS TILTON ROAD BIRMINGHAM B9 4PR
TELEPHONE 021-772 2524-2551-3892

Atco 18" mower




prepared to pay a good wage, in keeping
with or above your present scale, to-
gether with excellent working conditions.
It is my honest and sincere belief that the
Belfry will only be as good as its staff.
We will try very hard to recruit the very
best available and to keep them happy
and satisfied as we work together in this
new and exciting project, which I am sure
will benefit all in my native Midlands.

1 am concerned that your association,
which I had believed to be professional
in its approach, can sanction such unjust
if not defamatory statements, without any
attempt to verify the ‘‘facts’ it claims to
report.

Finally, I would be pleased to answer
any questions you may have, always with
pleasure, at your service.

Yours truly,
J. Brian Cash,
Chief Executive.
EDITORS NOTE

That Messrs. Allis & Thomas recom-
mended ‘Nineteenth Hole’ suggests that
they had their watering slightly wrong.
For any readers who may not know it,
‘Nineteenth Hole’ is the official Journal
of the Golf Club Stewards Association,
not normally regarded as a breeding
ground for good greenkeepers.

That neither ‘The British Golf Green-
keeper’ nor ‘Golf Illustrated’ (alpha-
betical order) were included suggests
that the same gentlemen were not aware
that these two journals carry 80%—90%
of all advertising placed in this country
for greenkeepers. A pity, for it could have
saved Mr. Cash a lot of money. Ah well,
perhaps we should all stick at what we are
best at!

BACK LAPPING

Accurately and efficiently
on site or in the workshop
with the

EASYLAP

for use from 230 volt mains or
generator and ideal for TORO
gang mowers. For full details
and leaflet contact us now!
ATTERTON & ELLISLTD.
Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk
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P70
Full
or part

circle

Fullor part circle

cameron
compact

The key to Cameron is quality of turf.
Cameron cover all acreages, big, small
and very small. A Cameron portable
system produces ‘texturised” turf —
live, dense and crisp.

There’s a complete range of Garden
Sprinklers which are ideal for watering
small areas (one acre or below).

r

All Cameron systems, even the
smallest, produce turf that responds to
the ‘finger-tip’ test — thick and even
from edge to edge — ‘texturised’ turf
as the experts say.

So, if you're interested in superb
irrigation of small areas,write co us
today for details of our portable
sprin¥<lers. We'd like to tell you about
Cameron.

Cameron Irrigation Company Limited
Harwood Industrial Estate, Littlehampton,
Sussex BN17 5BR
Telephone: Littlehampton 3985 (5 lines)

Please send me full details of the labour-saving,
l cost-saving, turf-improving Cameron Systems.
(Fully illustrated brochure with
' technical specifications). BGG/6/76 I

| camerom |

| texturise turf I

A division of Reed International
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The final touch of
pride on a fine course

Ransomes Golf Accessories

Extrastrong
with tubular
sleeve to
allow flag to
swivel
freely. No
pulling or
fraying in
high winds.

Flag Poles

[

|
l

Tee
Plaques

Crisp, clear
lettering on
sparkling
white
‘vistolite’
background.

4
(10)

TROLLEYS)
This Way

=,

Direction and RuleSigns
Easy read black letters on
brilliant white ‘vistolite’
background.

Ji= :
Individual Club Designs

Personalised flags cost very little
more than plain ones. Contact us
for detatls.

Quick Change
Flags

| For use with the

| Ransomes flag

|| poles, simply
unscrew top of
pole and slip on

. &

Markers

Tough and
long lasting
with non-fade
bright
colours.

Putting Green
Markers

Rust proof and
guaranteed to last,

in ‘vistolite’ and

high strength
aluminium. Ejector
marker fitted with non
stoop ball pick up.

Putting Cups
Non corrosive
heavy duty
galvanised steel
cups. Keeps pole
rigid even in high
winds.

Ransomes Grass Machinery
(Scotland) Limited

St. Ninians Road, Corstorphine,
Edinburgh EH12 8AN. Tel. 031-334 2261.



