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THE
VERTIRAKES

P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake)

—for Golf greens, Bowling greens,
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts.
J.V.R. (Junior Vertirake)

—for Golf course greens, Bowling turf,
Fine lawns etc.

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake)

—for Golf course fairways, Municipal
Parks, Sports pitches.

These three machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus
stimulating recovery and growth of strong healthy grasses. You will find that each
machine will clear the difficult, dead, matted, fibrous grass
that is so often so difficult to get rid of.

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green
to the largest Municipal playing fields. One great labour saving device
we have fitted on our P.V.R. model is the very large glass fibre collecting
box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that
would otherwise be wasted in sweeping up afterwards.

Start your New Year off well by writing for full information
on VERTIRAKES to:

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.,
STANMORE HILL WORKS, STANMORE
MIDDLESEX.
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A THE A
PARKER
PACKAGE

Everything you need in turf maintenance & equipment

FREE Turf Advisory Service - Big selection of

_ grass seeds, including Mommersteeg pedigree
~ mixtures - Parker's own "Verdant” range of -
fertilisers and grass seeds - Watering
. Equipment and Disease Control products -
. Complete After-Sales Service for Mowers
~ Tractors & Machinery.

And there's more for you in the Parker Package!

Parker are main distributors for Leyland Tractors
Sisis » Lodge - Ransomes - Dennis - Hayter +Allen
Flymo - May & Baker - Synchemicals - Proctor Nets
Perfecto Golf Accessories *Deckson

Find out more about the Parker Package.
Write for our complete catalogue.
T. PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) LTD.
Worcester Park, SURREY.
Tel:01-337 7791 (10 lines) 01-337 0861.




IHEE
SHOS

Last month a significant step for-
ward in the history of the Association
was made. The Golf Development
Council had invited the British Golf
Greenkeepers’ Association to become
a Member Organisation of the Coun-
cil, your Executive Committee
accepted the proposal and with the
G.D.C. Executive Meeting held in
London on Tuesday 9th April, the
election was confirmed.

This is the first time that the
working side of the industry has been
represented in a national golfing
organisation and the Association will
be grateful for this opportunity to
make its voice heard in the nationwide
development of the game.

The other bodies represented on the
Council are:—

The Royal & Ancient Golf Club.

The Golf Foundation.

The Ladies’ Golf Union.

The Sports’ Council.

The National Golf Clubs’ Advisory

Association.
The Artisan Golfers® Association.
The National Association of Public
Golf Courses.

Professional Golfers’ Association.

The Editor has represented the
Amsap Golfers’ Association on the

ouncil ever since its inception, so
the needs of the Greenkeepers and
8reenkeeping have not gone unre-
Marked. But now the Association
Itself will be sending two delegates to
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the Council meeting, and when there
are matters of interest to Green-
keepers to be discussed at Executive
Meetings, the Association will be
invited to send a representative.

A unique golf tournament in
Belgium was jointly sponsored by
Ransomes and their Belgian distri-
butors A. Verbeke and Sons.

The ProAm tournament, at Latem
Golf Club, near Ghent, on March 30,
was the first in Belgium organized for
professionals and players under 21
years of age.

In fact the youngest taking part
were a boy of 11, and a girl of 13
from the home club.

What was particularly appreciated
was the way the professionals helped
their young team members with each
shot. All agreed that it was a very
successful occasion and an outstand-
ing event for Belgian golf and the
promotion of junior golf in particular.

Among those taking part were the
well known Belgian professional Flory
Van Donck and the Belgian ladies
champion Mlle. C. Reybrock.

The winners of the Verbeke-Ran-
somes cup were led by the Keebergen
Club professional W. Van Begin.

The picture shows Guy Catchpole,
general marketing manager, Ran-
somes grass machinery division

(second left) with Flory Van Donck
(centre) and his team at Latem G.C.




Chipmans unique method of
sand injection is the

answer to surface drainage
of sportsturf

4 k

IAXAA

(formerly Chipman Chemical Co Ltd)

Chipman Limited, Horsham, Sussex, Telephone: Horsham 60341/5

Marlborough House, 1a Cranmer Street, Nottingham NG3 4GL. Telephone: Nottingham 607065
Royal Chambers, Station Parade, Harrogate, Yorks. Telephone: Harrogate 68658
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QUIRKS

Patrick Smartt

Those who have made a lengthy
study of golfers swinging a club, will
have noticed a number of quirks
peculiar to different individuals.

Quirks that are natural, not gim-
micks. The latter which I was once
given to understand, not by an editor,
were useful for selling purposes. There
are times when one is driven to blunt-
ness. Gimmicks are “instant cures’.
The Aspirin and Enos after a bibulous
night out.

People do very odd things. A young
lady 1 know, had a habit of kicking
off her shoes before driving her car.
That, T suppose a nearly an eccentri-
city. I recall apprehension that a
stockinged foot would lack weight
when applied to the brake pedal. On
a very hot day she discarded her golf
shoes, and competed in golf socks.

Unlike the occasion when Sam
Snead did the same thing, in his
younger days, there was no dissentient
uproar,

Saddled with a compulsive habit of
Wwatching, detail catches the eye. It
has been made clear, many times, 1
hold the breaking down of the swing
Into sections results in confusion. But,
there is some searching in the mind
over certain habits. Why for instance,
do some players after years and years
of experience fiddle with their grip
before starting the swing ? The first
class players take the club in their
ﬁnger;. without any fuss. There may
be slight adjustments to correct a
change that has crept in unbeknownst.
wI have read somewhere of a golfer

10 was worried, for his left hand
8P on the club always tightened as
[e Started the backswing. I have seen

WO others who suffered from this

June

quirk. If they are told to grasp more
firmly with that hand in the first place,
they will only tighten up.

It looks wrong, and what looks odd
usually is wrong. Any sudden change
in the grip must be detrimental. It is
much the same as letting go at the
top. Not for the first time, I have
interrupted writing to find the factual
consequence. Using a normal grip,
with the club head on the ground, I
deliberately squeezed with the left
hand. The club face opened, slightly
but perceptibly.

Like the batsman in cricket, who
quite unconsciously has several tugs
at his cap peak, Arnold Palmer gives
a hitch to his trousers. In the past,
when a youngster asked a notable pro-
fessional (I am near certain it was the
late Archie Compston), what he did
when the pressure was on, was told
he tightened his shoe laces. One
could never be sure how serious that
character was being. It seems logical,
in the sense that it could give a feel-
ing of bracing up to the task. There
may be something in that.

Bobby Locke, when he discarded
plus-fours for trousers after his car
smash, turned the ends up twice. He
still does. I always meant to ask him
why ? Quirk, or for a good reason ?
He was not a man who indulged in
quirks. Sandy Herd, one of the old-
time greats, was noted for the number
of waggles he took. A treasured story
is of a spectator saying to him: “You
take a hell of a lot of waggles, Herd”.
To be answered: “Yes. But I hit a
hell of a lot of good shots.”

Fred Daly took an inordinate num-
ber of waggles. prior to putting. That
may have been incipient ‘twitch’. His
quirk was to whistle his way round.
Many a golfer takes a pull at his glove
before gripping the club. This obvi-
ously began from a desire to feel the
glove fitted closely, an essential.
Gloves stretch, but even with a new
one, it has developed into a custom
with some.



They’ve done it again!
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 SystemiC
$‘\\ oy fungicide

Mildothane-Turt
for Fusarium,DO
Redthread

Now May & Baker introduce their NEW systemic
turf fungicide ('Mildothane™-Turf) for the
prevention and control of disfiguring fungal
diseases such as Fusarium, red thread and
dollar spot.

Here is a turf fungicide which combines
extremely effective systemic action with
simplicity of preparation and ease of use

The publication illustrated above gives full details
of this new application of the already well-known
'Mildothane' formulation which can help you to
maintain your fine turf in the finest condition

m May &Baker
NEW systemic

turf fungicide

llar spot

—————

To: May & Baker Ltd HA' 2001
Dagenham Essex RM10 7XS

Please send me your publication
NEW Systemic Turf Fungicide
(Mildothane-Turf)
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In watching the ‘name’ players of
today. you seldom, if ever see the
putter blade rested in front of the
ball, and then grounded behind it. I
do not know who started that, but
many of us followed this system. Were
I still playing, I would do so. What
purpose did it serve ? Perhaps we
thought it helped in aiming, or was it
to creatz the feeling of a follow
through—now out of fashion.

There is no reason, though, to sup-
pose the angle of the putter face
behind the ball was precisely the same
as when it was rested in front. Which
is probably why it has departed from
the ritual of putting.

A few when lining up a putt, dangle
the club in a perpendicular position
hefore their eyes. Several times the
purpose of this has been explained
o me, leaving me none the wiser, and
causing a squint.

There are the gestures from players
demonstrating their reaction to a shot.
Originally they were compulsive, be-
came habits, and are widely copied
by lesser golfers. The forward kick
of delight as a long one drops in the
hole came from America. The clen-
ched fist of Gary Player when he
holes a vital one. And for those who
remove the glove before putting, it is
a must that it be put in the hip pocket.
'\thy ? Because Arnold Palmer did
it.

One quirk, if it can be deemed so.
has always puzzled me. It is that of
the champion kissing the ball after
the winning stroke. It was not res-
ponsible for his success, whereas the
putter was. Others hurl it into the
crowd, which is preferable. So far we

ave been spared anyone Kkissi i
j issing his
caddie. i 3

In this glance at peculiarities, super-
sltlltnons_. quirks. or what have you,
;herc Is one piece of nostalgia. I
AOP]d love to see one of the old
h,rtlsans (a vanishing mould), spit on
IS hands before grasping the club.
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R. C. CRAIG

AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

* Agents forr RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES LTD.

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD.
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE
We will gladly call on you to advise

on your grass cutting equipment or
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.6
01-748 5415

S. H. GOSS & CO.

'WEED CONTROL
SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Control
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also

Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,
Little Warley,
Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107




Rotorake your way to thatch-free turf

The build-up of a fibrous growth of dead material, known to the professional
as “thatch”, at the base of fine grasses, leads to a poor playing surface.
Using any of the SISIS Rotorakes, thatch can be removed and a thatch-
free playing surface maintained thereafter. Three reels are available to
provide year round use of the machines —thatch removal reel, for cutting
out accumulations of thatch; thatch control reel, for severing honzontally

growing grasses, preventing the build-up of thatch; wire
scarifying reel, for lighter surface treatment, especially
in dry weather.

SISIS Trio-Rotorake (above left) 18" wide,
power from 4-stroke 3 bhp engine to reel only.

SISIS Auto-Rotorake (above right)
18" wide, power to the reel and forward
traverse

The new SISIS Fibamo 12
wide, power from 4-stroke
2 bhp engine to reel only.
Thatch removal reel and wire
scarifying reel only, available
with this model.

And they are all British! Write for details now

]
s I S I SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LIMITED
Shoresclough Works, Hulley Rd, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK102LZ
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Agricultural and  horticultural

THE CONTROL OF FUNGAL

DISEASES ON TURF

John Tomalin, BSc., Farm Protection

time. It is further encouraged when

chemicals which find a use on sports
and fine turf are few and far between,
notable exceptions are the hormone
weed killers and the fungicides based
on organic mercury compounds.

The introduction of Benlate*, beno-
myl fungicide, for the control of
fungal diseases on turf, represents a
major advance in this small but highly
specialised area.

Since 1970 J. R. Escritt and A. R.
Woolhouse. at the Sports Turf
Rgsearch Institute, have been evalu-
ating Benlate on turf diseases. The
results have been impressive and
recommendations were made in 1973
for the use of Benlate against
Fusarium Patch, Red Thread and
Dollar Spot, the main diseases affect-

However, the use of fungicides is
not the complete answer to disease
control problems, whether from an
€conomical or managerial view point,
on any crop let alone sports turf.

Diseases require certain conditions
for infection and successful develop-
ment on plants. When these conditions
are optimal the growth and spread
of disease is rapid. Such conditions
are best illustrated by taking the three
IT;alor diseases of sports turf in the
UK as examples.

_ Fusarium Patch, caused by the
ungus Fusarium Nivale, is favoured
al))/dmmst cool conditions in the spring
o autumn, although it can develop
nder such conditions at almost any
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the growth of grass is soft and lush,
often associated with high rates or
frequent use of nitrogen fertiliser.

Red Thread, caused by species of
Corticium, develops best under dry
conditions of mid summer particularly
in areas of low soil fertility where the
grass tends to be starved.

Dollar Spot. caused by Sclerotinia
Homoecarpa, is particularly common
on turf of sea marsh origin, and red
fescue grasses.

There are other factors which can
affect the potential establishment of
disease, which to some extent can be
controlled by good management.
These can be grouped as management
factors, and include all the various
operations normally carried out by
groundsmen in the care and prepar-
ation of playing surfaces. Also, know-
ing the conditions under which disease
best develops, good cultural practices
can provide conditions much less
suitable for disease development. It
follows that any disease which may
develop will be less of a problem as
it will not be growing in optimum
conditions and second. the use of
another management aid, a fungicide,
will be more effective since it will be
acting against a less actively growing
organism.

Other factors remain outside the
control of man—these are the envir-
onmental factors. Climatic conditions
are unpredictable and sudden fluctu-
ations or persistent conditions will

11



Keep turf at its best
-all season

with asingle
feed from new
Gold-N

Gold-N is completely different from
conventional turf fertilizers.
Following an initial boost of
nitrogen, it supplies this vital nutrient
slowly and continuously over a
period of 3 to 6 months. All froma
single application!

Constant Quality
This steady supply maintains turf at
its best. Keeps it thick and green.
There isn’t the intermittent “too lush,
too little™ effect of more soluble
fertilizers. And because Gold-N
resists leaching in wet weather, grass
vigour is maintained even on
free-draining soils, golf courses, public
open spaces and reclaimed derelict sites.

It’s Consistent
Gold-N minimises scorching,
tolerates variations in
temperature and moisture. And
because it’s made to rigid
specifications, every bag is as

32N

Superior Performance
Gold-N saves money by eliminating
leaching and other wastage. It works
economically in situations where
perhaps five or six dressings of the
usual fertilizer would be required —
keeping time and spreading costs to a
minimum and increasing playing time.
1t will help to transform sparse growth
areas to lush swards in one or two
seasons and after only one application
per season.

For full details of Gold-N, contact:
England & Wales — Chipman Chemical
Co., Horsham, Sussex EH6 7EN.

Tel: Horsham Go3 41

Scotland — SAT Horticulture Ltd.,
Hortus House, 3 John’s Place,
Edinburgh. Tel: 031 554 5451/6

N. Ireland — Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd.,
1 Short Strand, Belfast BT5 4BS.
Tel: Belfast 57424/5/6

Eire - ICI (Ireland) Ltd., 5/9 South
Frederick Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: Dublin 771831

'NEW

good as the next. It’s easy to
handle and spread — by hand or

S

/
/\

machine. And it’s hygienic so
there’s no danger of the

diseases associated with organics
like hoof and horn. What’s
more the nitrogen content is
virtually all usable.

suow AELEASE WTROGEN FERTILIZER

56lbs Gross and green @

keeps grass lush

The British Golf Greenkeepe!



have a considerable bearing on the
incidence and development of disease,
even under ideal management condi-
tions. For example, Fusarium Patch
can spread rapidly if ideal climate
conditions persist, and at this stage a
fungicide is at a disadvantage as it is
not acting in optimum conditions.
However, it is wusually the only
management factor that can be effec-
tively employed, and only then as a
curative treatment.

Until the recent introduction of
systemic fungicides, the majority were
essentially preventive in action, that
is to be effective they should be
applied before the disease becomes
apparent.

When applied in situations which
demand curative activity the disease
is generally only checked, and cer-
tainly only rarely controlled outright.
Curative treatments cannot prevent
damage, or the killing of grass in the
case of Fusarium Patch.

The major advantage of the syste-
mic fungicides such as Benlate is that
they possess curative activity since
they are capable of penetrating plant
tissues and attacking the disease from
inside the foliage as well as by con-
lact action on the leaf surface. There-
fore when applied under conditions
where disease is present and climatic
conditions favour the spread of
disease, control is obtained. The
damage caused to turf grasses by
disease under these conditions can
therefore be minimised.

The Sports Turf Research Institute
results in its trials with Benlate as a
preventive and curative treatment
have  been  impressive. Against

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS #.0A
AND APPROACHES

&NNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3LW

Fusarium Patch a rate of 6 oz of
Benlate per 1000 sq. ft. (approxi-
mately 18 Ib/acre) is necessary for
control, while for Red Thread and
Dollar Spot a lower rate of 4 oz
Benlate per 1000 sq. ft. (12 Ib/acre)
is adequate. The Benlate should be
applied in two gallons of water over
1000 sq. ft. (7 gal/acre). This moder-
ately high volume is necessary to
ensure adequate coverage and pene-
tration of the spray solution into the
sward. Only in this way can Benlate
come into intimate contact with the
disease in order to ensure good con-
trol. Skimping with the volume of
water can lead to poor or partial
control.

There is a tendency when applying
sprays as curative treatments to make
spot applications over the infected
area. This is a dangerous practice
since the very fact the disease is pre-
sent shows that conditions have
favoured infection and it could break
out at any time on an adjacent area
of the same sward. Fusarium Patch
is a good example in this case. It is
therefore important when treating
diseased turf that the entire area is
sprayed, rather than spot applications.

One area of misjudgement, and
most important, is the correct timing
of applications. As indicated previous-
ly, the incidence of disease is difficult
to predict under UK conditions, and
therefore most applications will tend
to be curative in nature. It is there-
fore essential to apply any fungicide
as soon as disease appears; the longer
application is delayed the more diffi-
cult disease becomes to control. A
close watch should be kept during

Granular Fertilisers

SEND

FOR OUR FREE
"GREENKEEPING
CATALOGUE

June




‘Putting’
PERFECTION

-grass to bring out the best in modern golfing

Pencross Creeping Bentgrass
for the production of high quality
golf greens, makes rapid
establishment and a hard
wearing close-knit sward that
gives an excellent uniform
putting surface.

Please send for further details
of specially bred varieties of
sports and amenity grasses.
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Qeuds

TWYFORD SEEDS LIMITED
Sports Turf Division
Adderbury, Banbury, Oxon.
Tel: Adderbury 281 (8 lines)
Telex: 83361

The British Golf Greenkeeper



periods when conditions are such that
disease is likely to occur. Normally
one well timed application of Benlate
will give control, but, if conditions
which favour disease persist then
repeat applications at 3-4 week inter-
vals may be necessary.

There are some areas of turf which
have a history of disease where it
reappears each year. This is true of
Fusarium Patch, for example, golf
greens which are situated in hollows
or overhung by trees, are particularly
susceptible, and also bowling green
turf of sea marsh origin which tends
to be attacked by Dollar Spot. In this
type of situation it is well worth
applying Benlate as a preventive
treatment during high risk periods.

As far as application equipment is
concerned, any sprayer will suffice,
although conventional boom sprayers
are preferred as they give a more
even coverage. Hand operated knap-
sack sprayers are liable to leave areas
unsprayed and over or under dosed
if used carelessly.

Apart from the high activity of
Benlate on turf diseases, there are
other factors which make it an attrac-
tive material. It is a very safe fungi-
cide in all aspects and is widely used.
Smce‘]‘)70 it has been extensively
used in agriculture and horticulture
on a wide range of crops, achieving
new standards of disease control on
Mmany crops, including, we believe,
turf. In an age when there is growing
concern about our environment and
a trend towards conservation, Benlate
has proved extremely safe to both the
Operator and wild life. It is also ex-
Ceptionally safe on plant life and there
1S o problem of a check to growth
or discolouration of the grass.

To conclude, it can be seen that

enlate offers improved disease con-
trol on turf but such a material can
only be considered in terms of one
Mmore weapon in the armoury of
Management skills. It is critical,
Whether preventive or curative control

June

measures are proposed, that accurate
identification of the disease, or the
potential for disease outbreak, is
made. This should be used in con-
junction with the correct rate and
timing of chemical application, co-
ordinated with correct management
to ensure normal plant growth.

# Registered trade mark of E.I. de
Pont de Nemours & Co. (Inc) dis-
tributed by Farm Protection Ltd.

NEW PRODUCT

A unique plastic capable of being
nailed to wood without splitting is
being used to produce letters, num-
bers and backgrounds for tee boards.
and other signs around the golf
course.

The plastic, called Duraply is
marketed by Sharman Parker Ltd.
of Chapel-en-le-Frith, Cheshire. It is
rot-proof, fade resistant, simple and
effective to use. If letters or numbers
need to be changed a pair of pincers
are used to remove the nails, and then
the new letters or figures can be nailed
on.

By maintaining a small stock of
Duraply numbers, letters and back-
grounds clubs can now make or alter
tee-boards and other signs at a
moment’s notice with very little cost.

418 YD
- 380 M

Further information is obtainable
from Sharman Parker Ltd., Smithfield
Mill, Market Street, Chapel-en-le-
Frith, Stockport, Cheshire, SK12 6JS.
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NEWS

Scottish  Agricultural Industries
Limited has acquired The Boothby
Peat Company Limited, a company
well established in the horticultural
industry as suppliers of peat and peat
products.

This acquisition further supple-
ments SAI’s activities in the horticul-
tural market which are handled by
its fast-developing subsidiary, SAI
Horticulture Limited.

SAI is Scotland’s leading fertiliser
manufacturer with wide experience of
fertiliser technology and with a num-
ber of unique fertiliser manufacturing
processes. Fertilisers manufactured by
SAI are sold throughout the UK and
in many overseas countries. A com-
plete range of mini-granular com-
pound fertilisers, specially designed

for the UK grower and amenity turf
markets is available. SAI also supplies
a range of chemical and sundry items
to these markets.

The Boothby Peat Co Ltd has been
acquired in order to widen SATI’s pro-
duct range and so provide a more
complete service to horticulture.

Informality was the keynote of a
recent visit undertaken by the
Northern Section of the British Golf
Greenkeepers’ Association to the
factory and warchouse facilities of
Toro (U.K.) Sales and Service in Co.
Durham.

Chairman John Scott and Secretary
Walter Heeles headed the 35-man
team which travelled by coach from
Harrogate to make the visit last
month (March).

During the day the visitors ins-
pected warehousing and assembly
areas and were able to see at first
hand the procedures for preparation

By Appomiment 1o
Her Majesty the Queen
Manutacturers of
Motor Mowers

Charles H Pu,
Birmingham
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of a wide range of grasscutting equip-
ment for the U.K. market.

It was the first time the northern
section of the BGGA had visited the
Toro facilities and the members were
keenly interested in what they saw,
as well as the co-operation of the Toro
staff.

Seen here in the factory complex
at St. Helens, Bishop Auckland after
a visit to the Darlington warehouse,
a number of the visitors take a really
close look at the Toro equipment.

A new formulation of Casoron for
control of soil and water weeds has
been approved by the Ministry and
is to be marketed by Duphar-Midox.

Called Casoron G-SR. it is a 22
per cent dichlobenil granular material
which controls a wide range of water
weeds. It is also recommended for
total weed control in non-crop situa-
tions.

Special feature is the slow release
property which enables control of
weeds in late August and September
when re-growth usually occurs.

Casoron is easy to apply and is
cafe to operators, wild life and the
environment generally.

Recommended retail price is £46.80
per 55 1b pack but application rates
are low—thus enabling worthwhile

economies in handling, transport,
storage, etc.
For further information please

contact :
B W J Wulff, Duphar-Midox Ltd.
Smarden, Kent TN27 8QL
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Horwool Sweepers are available in
trailed, powered trailed and self-
propelled versions and can provide
domestic, commercial and municipal
users with a leaf, cuttings and rubbish
clearing machine to suit their
personal requirements.

Horwool Sweepers are ruggedly built
with large diameter tyres, working
height adjustment petrol engines,
and are matched to other equipment
in the Horwool range. They are ideal
for reliable consistent working under
all conditions with large capacity
hoppers that easily remove for
emptying.

Contact: Horwool (Manufacturing) Ltd. Tel: Maldon 4051
Fullbridge Mill Fullbridge Maldon Essex

HORWOOL
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LEfFRER'S

Extracts from letter to C. H. Dix
from Len Partridge, Head Green-
keeper, Brighton Municipal Golf
Course, Victoria, Australia.

308, Dendy Street,

Brighton,

VICTORIA, Australia, 3187
24.3.74

“My good wishes to all the Green-
keepers of the U.K., although I'm on
the other side of the globe, so to
speak, I take a keen interest in what
is going on in the U.K.

I was very sad to hear of the death
of Eddie Mac from Hillside.

I have moved from Kingswood Golf
Club Centre. 1 am looking after the
needs of Brighton Municipal Council
Course. We have a lovely 18-hole
course near the beach; you could call
it a links, very busy, the average
number of players each day would
be about 300, as it is a public course. I
have six men on the course—the
machinery is quite good: I have just
taken on a Greens Master 3, TORO
and waiting for a Super Pro. Most
courses have this type of machine now
to cut the cost, because as you may

Ow, we have a shortage of labour,
believe it or not. So all you young
would-be Greenkeepers in the UK.
Who want a new life, there is one
right here in Aussie land.

Theaverage weekly wage for a Head
Greenkeeper is $ 100 which is about
£50, plus a house, 4 week annual holi-
day and lots of other things thrown in.

onditions are much the same as the
‘ourses in England. As far as working
the courses—weather-wise, well it is
mad. Could be 90° one minute and
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within an hour, could be as low as
60°—that is the way it has been this
past six months. We are now in late
autumn. Although the summer has
not been as hot as last year, I have
had the sprays working full time on
the course during the hours of dark-
ness. No hope of watering during the
day, chiefly because of play and
always a risk of burning from the
sun, the temperature sometimes
reaching the high 90 mark. The only
break we have from the growth of
grass is during the drought, other
than that, it grows and grows.

Most of the Tournaments and Club
Competitions are played in autumn
and winter, you can imagine why. Just
imagine playing a competition in the
heat, one would never get around.

My son Peter is the Assistant
Greenkeeper at the famous Victoria
Golf Club. He started work with me
at Formby right from school. He is
now 24 years old, recently married
and has a good future life in the
Greenkeeping world.

We have a number of Poms as
Greenkeepers. one outstanding being
Bill Hunt from Kingston Heath. A
Championship Course, about 2 miles
from Brighton. He hails from Bolton,
Lancs.

[ am a member of the Victorian
Golf Curators’ Association which is
something similar to the British coun-
terpart (B.G.G.A.). We have meetings
every two months at various Clubs,
but as Victoria is a large State, about
the size of the U.K. in fact, you can
imagine how far we travel to a meet-
ing, sometimes 50 or 60 miles is just
‘round the corner’. We have machine
demonstrations and play golf—just a
good get-together.

President of the Victorian Golf
Curators is Leslie Barlow, ¢/o Wood-
lands Golf Club, Mordialac, Victoria,
Australia. He is very interested in
forming a convention with the U.K.,
seeking ways of visiting the U.K., and
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MINUTE MISER. One or Two
Person Utility Vehicle

Reliable, safe and simble ride-on
utility vehicle for all-purpose carrying,
transport and towing work

*Fat soft tyres to protect turf

*8hp 4 stroke engine OTHER RYAN EQUIPMENT:

*Max 15mph

*Lights and horn Turf Cutters—Heavy duty and Junior turf cutters
*Easy access for maintenance Pro-Edge—Heavy duty turf edger

*Front wheel suspension Mataway—Heavy duty turf power-rake,

*Low running cost slicer and spiker

*Heavy duty performance Greensaire—Golf green precision aerator.
*Electric starter 2 models

*Brakes Tracaire—Large area trailed turf aerator.
*Variable speed transmission 2 models

*Tiller steering Spreadrite—Precision top dresser and fertiliser
*Optional passenger seat spreader

Contact: Horwool (Holdings) Ltd. Tel: Maldon 4061
Fullbridge Mill Fullbridge Maldon Essex

HORWOOL
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of course, a return visit by a limited
number from England. The world is
not big these days as far as travel is
concerned.

We do, in fact, raise funds here on
Open Golf days to make this sort of
thing possible—to go to New Zealand
and Inter State. With Air Travel the
job is simple, it is just a matter of
finding funds.

Best wishes to the B.G.G.A., and
may the 1974 Season be a good one
for all my fellow Greenkeepers.

Kind regards,
(signed) LEN PARTRIDGE™

REGIONAL
TOURNAMENTS

Once again our regional tourna-
ments are under way and our mem-
bers will be competing in all parts
of the country for numerous prizes,
perhans none more coveted than
winning one of the Ransomes Watch.

These inscribed prizes are presented
cach year by the Ipswich Company
and we got this shot of some of those
that are awarded annually. Are you
going to win one in 1974 ?
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STEWARTS GRASS COMB

FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES PRIDE
IN HIS TURF

From the People
who care about Service

STEWARTS

OF EDINBURGH
FINE TURF SPECIALISTS
EDINBURGH EH2 2AY 031-556 2102

EASTERN CULTIVATED
TURF FARMS LTD.

Wholesale British Growers
Grower of of A-34
Cultivated Kentucky
Turf. Blue Grass.

KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS

Consistent quality
Quick recovery after injury
Ideal for Golf Tees
Competitive price

* % * *

Cranley Nursery,
Cranley Gardens,
London N10 3AR

Telephone: 01-883-5880




MAKE MORE
OF MANPOWER

Pt

*Mw %

Toro Sandpro

First ever mechanical sand rake in U.K.

m Time-saving 68" width for single-handed raking of
fifteen large-area sandtraps to tournament standard
in one hour

m Reliability and economy from the 8hp Kohler engine,
giving maximum speed of 55 mph

m Full area coverage with infinite manoeuvrability from
the zero-radius turning

m Superb traction with no compaction from the special
low-pressure tyres : 3 .

m Cost-cutting raking efficiency from the crust-breaking For further details, getintouchwith

forward blade, fourindependant conditioning TORO (U.K.)
sections and nine finishing sections adjustable for SALES & SERVICE
depth of penetration a division of Flymo Ltd.

m Reassuring stability from the 40in wheelbase and low Greycaine Road, Watford
centre of gravity of this lightweight 650lb machine H WD2 4PTI :
m Ideal for the larger open area sandtraps of the modern erts, 3

golf course (Watford 41301)
m Handy accessories include edging attachment for Sole distributor for TORO in U.K.
sandtrap edges and 63 x 6’ drag mat and Channel Islands.

The British Golf Greenkeeper



EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF THE
SPORTS TURF RESEARCH INSTITUTE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER
1973.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR
RESEARCH

During 1973 there were several
satisfactory developments from the
campaign mounted in 1972 to obtain
Government support for turfgrass
research. In July 1973 the Department
of the Environment commissioned the
Natural Environment Research Coun-
cil to form an Amenity Grass Com-
mittee to undertake a review of all
research needs for turfgrass for sport
and amenity use. The Chairman of
the Committee is Professor A. D.
Bradshaw of Liverpool University and
the Director is one of the members.
The Committee is being served by a
Scientific Officer to assemble inform-
ation and draft the report. The work
is likely to take two years, but at its
first meeting the Committee recog-
nized the specially urgent need for
extension trials of cultivars and mix-
tures. As a result of its recommend-
ations, the Institute was informed, at
the end of 1973, that funds would be
available from the N.E.R.C.—for a
period of two years initially—to
appoint technical officers and make
arrangements for such trials. At the
time of preparing this report (March
1974), appointments are being made
and arrangements are in hand for the
first extension cultivar trials to be
sown in 1974.

ACTIVITIES

(i) Research

A high proportion of the Experiment
Ground was given to cultivar testing
and mixture trials. A report on rye-
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grass and timothy trials was prepared
for the 1973 Journal, although a great
deal of data from recent cultivar and
mixture trials still remains to be
written up. Extensive new trials of
bent, covering 40 cultivars, were sown
in 1973 in a range of trials giving four
levels of treatment—from the closest
mowing to uncut row plots. A trial
of crested dogstail was also sown. For
two main areas of sowing, the soil
was sterilized to eliminate annual
meadow-grass, and this gave such an
improvement in the cleanliness of
plots that it seems important to make
it a regular treatment in future, in
spite of the cost.

Three trials with a slow release
nitrogen fertilizer were undertaken by
the Biologist, with some student help,
and these are reported in the 1973
Journal. The manufacturer has asked
for the trials to continue for another
year and has given a substantial grant
to help with this work.

Testing of fungicides has continued
and has been reported in the Journal.
This routine testing depends on the
weather and other uncontrollable
factors providing sufficient natural
infection on the Experiment Ground
for trials to be made.

Herbicide work has been limited
to a practical field test, supported by
a small trade grant, of the use of dazo-
met for preparing seedbeds free of
annual meadow-grass, and a trial to
assess the long-term effect of bensulide
on fine warf when applied to prevent
germination of seeds of annual
meadow-grass.
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This green and pleasant land
needs your devoted care and

Groundsmen and greenkeepers, professional

gardeners and park superintendents—these are the

specialists who know the virtues of the
CANNOCK GRASS SEEDS.

CANNOCK take the utmost care
in selecting and blending the most suitable
varieties for every sports turf requirement—new and
outstanding strains from top modern breeders
in addition to the established and proven varieties.

Choose CANNOCK seeds with confidence,
and remember too, that CANNOCK FERTILISERS
also offer a wide range of powder and
granular compounds, and other specialised
products for parks, gardens
and sports grounds.

SEND NOW for fully informative literature
and price lists of all CANNOCK products.
CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED,
Cannock, Staffordshire. WS11 3LW,
Seedsmen for over 100 years.

5
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24 Photograph by kind permission of Moseley Golf Club Birmingham



The trial of permeable soil mixes,
mentioned in the previous Report has
continued and results have been
written up by a member of the Soil
Science Unit of the University of
Wales at Aberystwyth for the 1973
Journal.

(ii) Advisory

The outstanding problem on the
maintenance side was undoubtedly
that associated with excess of fibre
(mat or thatch) at the surface of fine
turf areas such as golf greens and
bowling greens. An associated prob-
lem was the rather frequent occurrence
of a fungal condition in which certain
basidiomycetes attacked the fibre in
patches and caused uneven surfaces.
(iii) Education and Publications

We have held six one-week courses
of instruction for groundsmen and
greenkeepers (three in the spring and
three in the autumn) and in addition,
in co-operation with the Institute of
Corn and Agricultural Merchants, we
held in November a special 21 day
course for seedsmen connected with
the amenity grass seed trade.

Outside engagements included a
number of evening lectures for
branches of the Institute of Grounds-
manship and sections of the British
and Scottish Golf Greenkeepers’ Asso-
ciation, and also the annual short
lecture.

HUXLEYS HIRE

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is
not economic. We offer for hire specialised
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for
brochure ‘and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines)
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants

Tel. Alresford 3222

June

HEAD GREENKEEPER
OR
PROFESS!IONAL/GREENKEEPER

required for attractive 18 hole
parkland course. Salary by negoti-
ation according to experience.

Write in confidence as soon as
possible to:—

The Captain
RAMSEY GOLF CLUB
BROOKFIELD, RAMSEY,
ISLE OF MAN

THE SERLBY PARK GOLF CLUB
Beautiful 9 hole course on country
estate requires a first class green-
keeper with wife to carry out
Stewardess duties (no bar work
involved). Rent free modernised 2
bedroomed cottage. Pro’s shop
facilities available if required. Salary
to be negotiated.

Apply in writing giving details of
age and previous experience to:

M. Hunter

53 Florence Avenue
DONCASTER
Yorkshire DN4 0QB

LAWN
MOWER
GRINDERS

A comprehensive
range of superior machines
designed and built to suit
operators’ requirements. Foi
brochure and full details
contact us now

ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD

Dept. B.G.G. Iron Works, Haverhill,
Suffolk. Tel: Haverhill 2312/3.




A regular thrashing
has taught us all we know.

During our 160 years in the grass seed
business, we've been thrashed about by a lot of
different players on a lot of different courses.

For instance, we're always being cut up at
Royal St. George’s and Sunningdale, both of which
were sown with our seeds at the turn of the
century.

And we're getting hacked about all the
time at Vilamoura in Portugal, Puerto di Hierro in
Spain and Walton Heath.

Which isn't exactly playing the game, but
it all helps with our education.

Ao To take advantage of all that
| the years have taught us, write to us at
Reading RG6 1AB.
: We'll offer you an extensive
range of grass seeds for tees,
fairways, greens and the rough,
plus some pretty sound advice.
, Advice based on
t ~ 160 years of experience learnt
} the hard way.

''''''

We've been thrashed around for 160 years.

26 The British Golf Greenkeeper
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Special

5

June

July

Senpt.

12
13

25

15

11

11

18

Occasions

Southern—A.G.M. and
18-Hole Medal Dul-
wich & Sydenham G.C.
Northern — President’s
Prize.

Midland Section—Pre-
sident’s Match v Green-
keepers Handsworth—
4 p.m.

Welsh Section—
A.G.M.—John Duncan
Cup Southerdown G.C.
Southern v Midland
Match — Crew Hill
G.C.

Midland Summer
Tournament 10 a.m.
A.GM. 4 p.m.
Habberley Golf Club.
CARL BRETHER-
TON BOWL—Hands-
worth.

Southern Section
Buffet/Dance — West
Essex G.C.

Welsh Section—Presi-
dent’s Shield—Pennard
G.C.

Southern — Autumn
Tournament — Burn-
ham Beeches.

East Midland—Autumn
Golf Tournament Chil-
well Manor Golf Club.

18 Midland  Section —
Autumn Tournament
Handsworth Golf Club.

26 North-East Section —
Autumn Tournament
Tyneside Golf Club
27-Hole — 9 a.m.

30 B.G.G.A. 1974
ANNUAL TOURNA-
MENT and A.GM.
Isle of Purbeck Golf
Club, Studland, Swan-

age, Dorset.
Oct. 10 Southern  Section —
Secretary’s Match

Stoke Poges Golf Club.

North East Section

Chairman : Hon. Secretary:
MR. J. SIMPSON G. JEFFIRIES
55 Brackenfield Road,

Framwell Gate Moor,

Durham

Our Spring Competition was held
at the Berwick-upon-Tweed Golf Club
on Thursday 18th April, by kind per-
mission of the Captain and Commit-

tee.
Results :

The winner over 18 holes was—
D. Faulder (Blyth Golf Club) nett 74,
Salver and Alarm Clock. 2nd K. Barrs
(Ravensworth) 76 and 3rd—C. Baxter
(Bolden G.C.) 78. Our Chairman, Mr.
J. Simpson thanked the Captain and
Committee for the courtesy of the
Course and the Clubhouse. He then
introduced Mr. Mackay, a vice-presi-
dent and the oldest playing member
of the club who had kindly consented
to present the prizes, in place of the
Captain who was on holiday. Mr.
Mackay said how pleased he was to
have the Section play the Course and
that he would like to see us return in
the future.

Thanks to Tom Marr for handling
the raffle, and to the Steward and
Stewardess for the splendid meal.

The British Golf Greenkeeper



The Autumn Tournament will be
held at the Tyneside Golf Club on
Thursday 26th September 1974; this
being a 27-hole event, teeing off
approx. 9 a.m. Lunch and Tea can
be ordered. Members wishing to play,
please let me know nearer the day,
so as to give me some idea of how
many meals to order.

Southern Section

Hon. Secretary:

F. W. ForD

68 Salcombe Gardens,
Mill Hill, London, NW7
Tel: 959 2847

Chairman :
F. W. Forp
(South Herts)

APRIL LECTURE

Not being at the above, 1 cannot
make a report but I understand from
Don Major, our Vice Chairman, that
Bert Jennings of Flymo Ltd., laid on
a very interesting evening with pro-
jection slides etc. There was a good
attendance and the Benevolent Fund
Raffle raised £7.00.
New Members

A warm welcome to the following
new members whose names are listed
below:

F. R. THORBES (Middleton Ltd)
P. E. CROUCHER (Flackwell
Heath) P. K. CREARY (Porters
Park) H. TORBET (Brickenden
Grange) and S. T. TAYLOR
(Fulwell Golf Club).

Fire-less Cooking

A businessman who uses the “fire-
less-cooking technique” on practically
all his problems, uses his golf game as
a regular part of his working techni-
que. The following paragraph from
one of this man’s letters is a short
Course in combining golf and business.

“T've learned how to make a golf
game pay for the time it takes. Instead
of letting myself work up to the hour
When T'm to leave for the links, with-
out any thought of what I want the
afternoons mental relaxation to do
for me, I make a point, before leaving
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the office, to dig into some problem
just far enough to get the elements
lined up clearly in my mind or on
paper. Then I put them out of my
conscious thought—shove them back
into the subconscious—and forget
them while I play golf. As a matter
of fact, one cannot think consciously
about business problems out on the
links (I know, because I've tried). The
problem simmers away, sometimes it
is all “cooked™ into a solution by the
time I'm back in my street clothes,
sometimes it isn’t. But I have noticed
that following an afternoon of golf,
the solution is nearly always ready by
the time I reach my desk the next
morning, and I know my afternoon
was not wasted. Since I've learned
this ‘fire-less cooking’ technique, I
always think of my country club as
my eighteen-hole office . . . The trick
is focusing on the problem for half
and hour or so before you leave the
office and cutting it up into small
pieces for easier “cooking”.

Having got this excerpt on to paper.
I'm off to a game of golf for a solution
to my problem of how to collect out-
standing subscriptions and dinner
ticket money, after the dinner has
been eaten!!!

Welsh Section

Chairman: Hon. Secretary:
Mr. J. MARTIN T. M. JONES
3 The Glebe, 14 Tanyrallt Road,
Bishopston, Clydach,
Swansea Swansea

Spring Tournament

Our Spring Tournament was held
at Pontypridd Golf Club on Tuesday
23rd April. The weather conditions
being sunny with a bit of wind, made
the golf a little tricky.

Our Vice Chairman, Mr. Arthur
Price thanked the Captain and Com-
mittee for allowing us to play over
their course. Thanks were also given
to the indoor staff for looking after
us so well. The Prizes were presented
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by the Captain of Pontypridd Golf
Club. The following were the prize
winners:—

Seniors
Best gross i
Ist T. E. Thompson 112 nett
J. Rees Tea Set and Sweep.
126
Bottle of Whisky, given by Chipman  2nd H. Fry 114 nett
Fertilizers. Stainless Dish and 2nd Sweep.
C. Palfray 3rd J. Rees 1154 nett
101 nett Tablecloth.
Cardiff Cup and Ist Junior, Ronson
Lighter and Sweep. Given by  4th T. M. Jones 116 4 nett
Pattisson. Table Lighter, Given by Toro
H. Stead [ must give thanks to Mr. Colin
2nd Junior Murphy and Mr. M. Giddes for look-
1264 nett ing after the cards.
Pillow Cases. T. M. Jones.

OF CROYDON AND BARNET

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS
Also ASPERA, B.S.A.,

BRIGGS & STRATTON,
RANSOMES DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX,
VICTA, VILLIERS

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS
OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR
EXPRESS SPARE DELIVERY SERVICE

RELF & KENDALL

406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON,
/ SURREY. CR2 6XX. 7e/ (07) 688 0578

N 11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET, HERTS.
Tol (01) 449 8228

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground

Telephone your
immediate requirements to e\

30 The British Golf Greenkeeper



mightiest
blade
growing |

FYLKING SMOOTH STALK MEADOW GRASS | /
‘FROM QUALITY CONSCIOUS SEED DISTRIBUTORS' ) I

The Champion, a hardy Viking blade, originating in Svalof, !
Sweden, Fylking Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass excels
on every count.

VDISEASE RESISTANCE v/LOW CUTTING HEIGHT TOLERANCE
VWEAR TOLERANCE v'RAPID ESTABLISHMENT
VCERTIFIED SEED QUALITY vBRITISH TESTED
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Now you see it . 20<< <0c don

NEW ! This Toro ‘pop-up’

t!

sprinkler

disappears below ground after watering.
Its fully retracting head protects
against damage by mowers or vandals .

s________ Rall

WRIGHT RAIN LIMITED
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1PA
Telephone Ringwood 2251

Sole UK distributors for

pop-up sprinklers systems

(It could be St.Andrews ,Troon,
Sunningdale or your club..)

‘ ’

Toro ‘pop-up’ sprinklers water greens, tees and
fairways through the night, automatically. Day time
stoppages are eliminated, courses play consistently
and of equal importance, greenkeepers can
concentrate on other more demanding work around
the course. Consider these benefits then ask Wright
Rain to design a Toro ‘pop-up’ scheme for your club!
Write for details and the name of your nearest
appointed installer now .




