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VERTIRAKES

P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake)

—for Golf greens, Bowling greens,
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts.
J.V.R. (Junior Vertirake)

—for Golf course greens, Bowling turf,
Fine lawns etc.

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake)

—for Golf course fairways, Municipal
Parks, Sports pitches.

=]
|

These three machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus
stimulating recovery and growth of strong healthy grasses. You will find that each
machine will clear the difficult, dead, matted, fibrous grass
that is so often so difficult to get rid of.

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green
to the largest Municipal playing fields. One great labour saving device
we have fitted on our P.V.R. model is the very large glass fibre collecting
box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that
would otherwise be wasted in sweeping up afterwards.

Start your New Year off well by writing for full information
on VERTIRAKES to:

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.,
STANMORE HILL WORKS, STANMORE,
MIDDLESEX.
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GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENTS’
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
1974 CONFERENCE AND SHOW,
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA

The name Anaheim has a surprising
Teutonic ring in an area not far from
Mexico. But surprise does not stop
there. My bedroom in the Disneyland
Hotel overlooked 110 acres of car
park, a monorail station, three lines
of electricity pylons and a banana
tree.

This plantain figured frequently
in the tropical landscape surrounding
the hotel and tended by a Dane from
the Tivoli Gardens in Copenhagen.
Surprise again !

The American golf course superin-
tendent must however either be more
accustomed to these distractions or
more dedicated to the job in hand.
There was no lack of attendance at
the six educational assemblies which

provided the meat in the GCSAA
45th International Turfgrass Confer-
ence and Show from February 10th
to 15th. But this for once was no
surprise.

Speakers well-known on both sides
of the Atlantic punctuated the pro-
gramme — Dr. Fred Gray, Bob
Mitchell, Tom Mascaro, Alexander
Radko—to name only a few. Frank
Lamphier, after recovering from a
sore throat, talked about the Ran-
somes’ International Tournament and
the B.G.G.A. Symposium at Ipswich
in October with a series of slides
about the trip. Excellent colour slides
also illustrated a lecture by Tom
Mascaro, who was so impressive at
that symposium, and had lost none
of his polish meanwhile.

The Exhibition seemed bigger than
ever. Certainly there were more Ran-
somes’ 5/7 Hydraulic gangs on view
than last year at Boston and every
other conceivable machine was to be
seen.

I spoke to Dick Skogley from
Rhode Island (who will be back in
Europe on a sabbatical this year)
Leon St. Pierre from the New England
G.CS.A., and David Gourlay, Presi-
dent of the Canadian Golf Course
Superintendents Association. I also
saw several visitors from New Zealand
and Guy Catchpole, Ransomes’ Gene-
ral Marketing Manager. Clifford
Wagoner finished his presidential year
of office in great style and I was grate-
ful to him and the G.CS.A.A. for
their hospitality.

Granular Fertilisers

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS
AND APPROACHES

CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3LW

SEND
NOW
FOR OUR FREE
'GREENKEEPING'
CATALOGUE

S
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Chipmans unique method of
sand injection is the

answer to surface drainage
of sportsturf

(formerly Chipman Chemical Co Ltd)

Chipman Limited, Horsham, Sussex, Telephone: Horsham 60341/5

Mariboro

Royal ChUQh House, 1a Cranmer Street, Nottingham NG3 4GL. Telephone: Nottingham 607065

ambers, Station Parade, Harrogate, Yorks. Telephone: Harrogate 68658

April



To make a good sportsground
you have to get to the root
of the problem, first!

If sportsfields and recreation areas are to last, a strong
root base is essential.

Scientifically blended from organic and inorganic
ingredients, Supaturf products provide the strong root base
for the hard-wearing, quick-growing turf that sportsfields
require.

Fertilisers for fine turf and outfields, for all seasons,
pre-seeding fertilisers, top dressings and grass seeds.

Order Supaturf and give your grounds a

sporting chance. Supaturr

o Fertilisers
Supaturf Products Limited,

Fenbridge Road, Werrington,
Peterborough PE4 6BR Tel. 72470
Sportsground, Park & Horticultural Supplies

Otrder now for Spring/Summer.
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SURFACE DRAINAGE—
NEW TECHNIQUES

G. G. FISHER

Gordon Fisher is B.Sc., of the
University College of Wales. Follow-
ing this experience he went down to
be Advisory Officer with the Sports
Turf Research Institute ar Bingley. He
spent the next 15 years at Fisons both
ai home and overseas and is now a
director of the Cambridge Soil Ser-
vices and a professional turf consul-
tant. He spends a good deal of his
time testing materials and devising
products for Government and Indus-
iry.

The Importance of Surface Drainage

Surface Drainage is basically a
question of increasing drainage in
regard to both the speed and quantity
of water draining from the surface fo
the sub soil, that area which has
tended so much in the past to be a
missing link. Excellent drainage from
tile system down below, plenty of
water on the top, but no effective link
between. Now it is largely speed of
dra‘magc. speed of surface drainage,
Wwhich is so important to Golf. You
cannot play properly on a wet sur-
face and this is obvious to all; a wet
surface whether it is mud or in fact
standing water, will not provide the
right playing conditions.

April

Of course, it goes a lot further
than that and there is the question
of producing the right sort of
grass surface both in quality and
quantity. In quantity you want
to maintain 1009, cover; you don’t
want bare ground, and you don’t want
509, cover, but this is what the wet
surface can so often produce. Perhaps
even more we should think about the
quality of the turf which can arise
from putting up with a wet surface.
As you know, you are trying to main-
tain grasses of a certain type mostly
on fairways or greens. You are trying
to maintain the Bents and Fescues,
you are trying to put up with, or if
you can, eliminate the Poa Annuas
and you don’t want perennial rye
grasses in most situations. But the
wet surface is the one which will
encourage an annual meadow grass,
perennial rye grass type of sward as
opposed to the one which you want,
which is more wusually Fescues
or even Poa pretensis. Smooth stalked
meadow grass is a rather more
favourable grass and here again, it
is very much more at home on a dry
surface than the wet one.

A further reason for the importance
of surface drainage on the golf course
is to produce uniformity. A consider-
able part of the battle of maintaining
turf is producing uniform penetration,

7



MAKE MORE

4
3 %
4% e
RS

OF MANPOWER

“THE TORO ‘GREENSMASTER 3

Better greens and aprons in less time

58” riding gang mower with three 21" cutters. One
operator can cut 18 greens of up to 7,500 sq. ft. each in
less than four hours.

[Tl Quick micrometric adjustment of cutters from 1/8”
to 11/16” for greens [ ] Immediate raising of height by
further 3/16" for tackling aprons[_] Fine cutting (144 cuts
per yard) with optimum grass collection in wet conditions
[T1 Terra-turf tyres leave no marks [ | 7 mph transport
between greens reduces wasted travelling time[_| Positive
hydraulic drive to cutters and traction wheels [] 12 hp
engine with electric starting.

Now available: optional extras.  powered spikers

e thatching reel « individual reel shut-off kit

e tipping trailer « rear roller cleaner kit

For further details get in touch
with

TORO (UK)

SALES & SERVICE

a Division of Flymo Limited
Greycaine Road, Watford,
WD2 4PT (Watford 41301)

Sole Distributors for Toro in U.K. and
Channel Islands.
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and a uniform result across the sur-
face of a green or across a fairway.
This applies to penetration of water,
nutrients, fertilisers, etc. It applies
to the production of thatch or heavy
surface mats, which as you know,
tend to occur in isolated places, and
alongside. You may get areas without
any surface fibre full of worms, full
of coarse grasses, full of weeds. and
it is this lack of uniformity which will
often cause a low quality in many
turfs.

Finally. surface drainage is impor-
tant in countering increased precipit-
ation and increased wear. I say pre-
cipitation advisedly rather than rain-
fall, because these days, apart from
our rain and snow, we put so much
water on artificially, so that whereas
you may have a natural rainfall in
the area of 20 to 35 inches, yet with
constant watering these days, you are
perhaps doubling these figures and
this has to be borne in mind as a
need for much better drainage
through the surface, to get rid of these
increased quantities of water. Also
there is the question of countering the
increased wear. I think we can safely
assume that the vast majority of clubs
have had a vast increase in the num-
ber. of members over the last 10 years.
This means increased traffic, increased
wear, increased compaction, and you
need a better surface drainage to
counter that.

Before we go to the question of
how to achieve this surface drainage
we should mention that the drainage
from the sub-soil is of course funda-
mental. It is no use going into
Measures for improving the surface
drainage until you have effective
drainage from the sub-soil. This may
be a natural permeable material
below, more often it means an ade-
duate clay tile or plastic tube system.

he point is, of course, that it is no
use putting surface measures in such
as sand slits and having them fill up

with water with nowhere to go.
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As to the actual techniques of
achieving surface drainage, the ideal
method of course, is to treat the soil
profile in depth. Most of the early
links were put on sand dunes
and there you have a free natural
drainage, which generally
speaking, is satisfactory at all times
of the year. That is natural perme-
ability. These days if you are building
golf courses in other situations you
will nearly always build up a soil pro-
file with a permeable layer at the base
of coarse sand, and on the surface,
usually a mixture of sand, peat and a
certain amount of soil according to
the permeabilities which are desired
and can be achieved. One can say in
such cases that you have one big sand
slit and there is no need to go to extra
measures to improve it, because you
have got a built-in permeability right
from the start. More and more golf
greens are being built in this way but
the cost is considerable. £10—£15,000
per acre is necessary to build up a
profile in this way. A typical profile
to be used on a football field will have
more sand and blinding under the soil
layer which is mostly sand and peat
to ensure a quick draining profile. An
even more permeable profile is possi-
ble with 24” sand, then a layer of
sand and peat only, with no soil. This
was done in Sweden but one must
remember that this profile takes
longer to establish a grass sward in
these very permeable conditions.

Sand Slitting

Most of you have to deal with the
existing conditions and apart from the
expense of improvement, there is the
interruption to play which cannot
easily be tolerated. Therefore the
question of sand slits as a means of
improving surface drainage has been

9



LELY BURYVATORS
WIN ACRES OF GREEN
FROM STONY GROUND

Buryvators’ extra-fine screen means it can bury stones, from the size of
golf-balls to house bricks, well underground. Coarse soil and vegetation
covers them, and erumbled filtered soil tops it off leaving the ideal
seedbed. Buryvator Cultiseeder adds a fertiliser-spreader and a seed-drill
to do the whole operation.  § And all in one run by one man.

Lely gives you the \
greens without the blues.

To: Lely Import Limited,
River Lane Works,
Great Paxton,
Huntingdon PE194RD.
Telephone Huntingdon 75253.

Please send the Buryvator facts.
e LE L I
IMPORT |
address l
WINNING ACRES OF GREEN
YEAR AFTER YEAR |

---J

L---_----------------J
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considered for quite a number of
vears past; the producing of vertical
bands filled with permeable materials
which will then link with the drainage
system below.

Early attempts to achieve this
used either mole ploughs of some
modification, or the smallest dimen-
sion of trencher, but there are
difficulties with these methods. The
mole plough is apt to cause consider-
able ridging and disturbance of the
surface and is therefore mainly suit-
able when you can tolerate a a whole-
sale cultivation and reseeding of the
ground, and is only suitable in those
circumstances. With the trenching
machine, the difficulty lies in the
quantities of materials which have to
be handled, a question of having to
move several hundred tons of soil per
acre out of the trench and moving
several hundred tons of sand back
into the trench to make a sand slit.
This becomes a very time absorbing
and messy operation, very damaging
to your turf over which you have to
handle and cart these vast quantities
of material, and you are often left
with a considerable width of slit far
in excess of what is needed to carry
water away. The size is largely deter-
mined by the machine that has made
the slit but with a wide slit, you have
to cover the scar and reseed it.

The approach which we had in the
Cambridge Soil Services to this prob-
lem, was to assess certain requirements
to make this into as simple a job as
possible. First of all, surface water
must have easy access into and down
through the slit. Secondly, established
turf must have as little disturbance as
possible which means the cleanest
possible cut through the turf with an
absolute minimum of ridging due to
passage of the implement. Thirdly, we
look to economy in the handling of
Materials which go into that slit. be-
cause of the large tonnages which may

€ necessary per acre and because of
the general susceptibility of golf turf
April

to carting materials across them.
Fourthly, we look for a ready flow
of those bulky materials into the
ground and when you consider that
the most easily available material is
sand which is naturally rather damp,
this is not an easy material to flow
down through hoppers and through
slots, so we are anxious to get the
best possible flow with these fairly
crude materials.

We arrived at the principle of
creating a narrow slit with a vibrating
blade. A narrow slit because this is
adequate for the passage of water,
and is a passage which can be
achieved without removing existing
soil, often rather a messy operation.
A vibrating blade because this makes
a very clean cut through turf and
secondly. gives a very easy flow of
these unfavourable materials like
damp sand through the hopper and
down into the ground. In our develop-
ment of this we did look at some of
the vibrating blade equipment which
is already on the market for creating
deep aeration. We modified some of
this equipment so that we could put
sand down into the ground using this
similar vibrating technique.

From there we moved on to a
much more comprehensive system.
We designed a machine solely for this
injection of sand in fairly narrow slits
of about 1” - 1” wide and 7”7 - 9”
deep. Since we wanted equipment
which would do the whole job fairly
quickly, we put three blades on to the
machine which we called a Triple
Sand Injector. This is capable of
considerable outputs of between 1
and 2 acres per day. Making the
machinery produce even narrower
slits had practical problems such as
stones blocking the passage of
material into the slit, and this could
cause a ripping action of the trench
when stones were present in the soil.

Other types of machinery are avail-
able. Modification of a hollow tine
machine can introduce sand into the
holes created in the soil. The cores

11



A regular thrashing
has taught us all we know.

During our 160 years in the grass seed
business, we've been thrashed about by a lot of
different players on a lot of different courses.

For instance, we're always being cut up at
Royal St. George’s and Sunningdale, both of which
were sown with our seeds at the turn of the
century.

And we're getting hacked about all the
time at Vilamoura in Portugal, Puerto di Hierro in
Spain and Walton Heath.

Which isn't exactly playing the game, but
it all helps with our education.

oL To take advantage of all that
‘ the years have taught us, write to us at
Reading RG6 1AB.

We'll offer you an extensive
range of grass seeds for tees,
fairways, greens and the rough,
plus some pretty sound advice.
\ Advice based on

160 years of experience learnt
the hard way.

peck: P T e~ 60
S : S5
e A
i e >

ot V"
“n N

~ Suttons Seeds

We've been thrashed around for 160 years.
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are about 3” wide and 7” deep and
3 ft. apart. Recovery after this oper-
ation is quite rapid. We also looked
into larger equipment, tractor hauled
and powered by the tractor with a
special low ratio gearbox, able to put
in 3 slits at a time, and fed by hopper
at the rear, slits being 4’ apart,
although by coming back over the
same area, the distance between slits
can be decreased to the required dis-
tance apart.

To give an example of sand slitting
technique I may mention one football
pitch which was in very bad order.
After ensuring the sub-soil drains
were in good order, sand slitting was
carried out with a simple modified
agricultural mole plough. The slits
were 2” wide, 12”7 deep and 4 ft.
apart and filled with an artificial
aggregate. It was carried out at the
period of spring renovation to allow
ridges to be eliminated and re-seeding
to be carried out. A great difference
was then seen in a 12 months period.
The operation was successful despite
a 1” layer of soil having to be put over
the slit, in order to re-seed the area.
However, this was sandy soil. and
even an 1/8” of wrong soil might seal
off the slit. Also, although the soil at
the side of the slit is thought of as
impermeable, it is in fact not so, and
water does enter the slit down its
entire length.

To illustrate how quickly an area
can be treated, a professional football
pitch was treated starting on the
Monday, finishing on the Friday and
the pitch was played on on the Satur-
day, illustrating how work can be
carried out effectively on an emer-
gency  basis and  still produce a
successful effect.

The process can also be carried
out on more favourable soils, where
a thin blanket of sand is also spread
over the surface of the soil creating
continuity between the slits and also
10 protect the soil from the adverse
effects of compaction.
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S. H. GOSS & CO.

WEED CONTROL
SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Control
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also
Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,
Little Warley,
Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107

R CRAIG

AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES LTD.

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD.
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE

We will gladly call on you to advise
on your grass cutting equipment or
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.6
01-748 5415




Rotorake your way to thatch-free turf

The build-up of a fibrous growth of dead material, known to the professional
as “thatch”, at the base of fine grasses, leads to a poor playing surface.
Using any of the SISIS Rotorakes, thatch can be removed and a thatch-
free playing surface maintained thereafter. Three reels are available to
provide year round use of the machines —thatch removal reel, for cutting
out accumulations of thatch; thatch control reel, for sevenng honzontally

growing grasses, preventing the build-up of thatch; wire
scarifying reel, for lighter surface treatment, especially
in dry weather.

SISIS Trio-Rotorake (above left) 18" wide,
power from 4-stroke 3 bhp engine to reel only.

SISIS Auto-Rotorake (above right)
18" wide, power to the reel and forward
traverse

The new SISIS Fibamo 12"
wide, power from 4-stroke
2 bhp engine to reel only.
Thatch removal reel and wire
scarifying reel only, available
with this model.

And they are all British! Write for details now

=
S I s I SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LIMITED
Shoresclough Works, Hulley Rd, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK102LZ
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1974 ANNUAL TOURNAMENT

ISLE OF PURBECK GOLF CLUB, STUDLAND, SWANAGE, DORSET

30th Sept., 1st and 2nd October 74

Mr. E. R. James has kindly
furnished the following information
for the benefit of members who will
be attending the above Tournament.
He suggests writing to Swanage
Tourist Information Centre, Shore
Road, Swanage, Dorset, Tel: Swanage
2885, who will be pleased to offer
any assistance for accommodation or
supply a copy of the Swanage Guide.

He suggests that the best places,
for accommodation with access to
the Club would be Swanage, Studland.
Corfe Castle or Langton Matravers.
The map shown below will assist in
locating these places. Train services
to Swanage end at Warecham where
buses and taxis are available to
complete the journey.

Recommended Hotels are:—

Knoll House, Studland Bay Tel:
(092) 944251.

The Manor House, Studland Bay
Tel: (092) 944288.

Fairfield Private Hotel, Studland
Bay Tel: (092) 944224,

Kings Arms, Langton Matravers
Tel: Swanage 2673.

Bankes Arms Hotel, Corfe Castle
Tel: Corfe Castle 206.

Greyhound Hotel, Corfe Castle Tel:
Corfe Castle 205.

Glebe Farm. Corfe Castle Tel:
Corfe Castle 280.

Dld Harry Rocks

E OF WicwT

Studland fManor House =

Scale: 3 miles to 1 inch

April
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Keep turf at its best
-all season

with asingle
feed from new
Gold-N

Gold-N is completely different from
conventional turf fertilizers.
Following an initial boost of
nitrogen, it supplies this vital nutrient
slowly and continuously over a
period of 3 to 6 months. All from a
single application!

Constant Quality
This steady supply maintains turf at
its best. Keeps it thick and green.
There isn’t the intermittent “too lush,
too little” effect of more soluble
fertilizers. And because Gold-N
resists leaching in wet weather, grass
vigour is maintained even on
free-draining soils, golf courses, public

open spaces and reclaimed derelict sites.

It’s Consistent
Gold-N minimises scorching,
tolerates variations in
temperature and moisture. And
because it’s made to rigid
specifications, every bag is as

e NEW

Superior Performance
Gold-N saves money by eliminating
leaching and other wastage. 1t works
economically in situations where
perhaps five or six dressings of the
usual fertilizer would be required —
keeping time and spreading costs to a
minimum and increasing playing time.
It will help to transform sparse growth
areas to lush swards in one or two
seasons and after only one application
per season,

For full details of Gold-N, contact:
England & Wales — Chipman Chemical
Co., Horsham, Sussex EHG6 71EN.

Tel: Horsham 6o341

Scotland — SAI Horticulture Ltd.,
Hortus House, 3 John’s Place,
Edinburgh. Tel: 031 554 5451/6

N. Treland — Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd.,
1 Short Strand, Belfast BT'5 4BS.
Tel: Belfast 57424/5/6

Eire — ICI (Ireland) Ltd., 5/9 South
Frederick Street, Dublin 2.

Tel: Dublin 771831

good as the next. It’s easy to
handle and spread — by hand or

machine. And it’s hygienic so
there’s no danger of the

diseases associated with organics
like hoof and horn. What’s
more the nitrogen content is
virtually all usable.

SLOW-RE

56lbs Gross

| keeps grass lush

and green @

LEASE WTROGON FERTIZER

The British Golf Greenkeeper



Deckson Range for Parkers

John Deck & Sons of Smithfield,
Australia, announce the appointment
of Messrs. T. Parker & Sons (Turf
Management) Ltd., as the United
Kingdom Concessionaire for the
Deckson Range of Mowing Machi-
nery.

Parkers advise that initially they
will confine imports to three machines
but in due course other models
will be added to the range being
offered.

The Deckson Heavy Duty 22”7
Rotary Mower is fitted with a 5 h.p.
4-stroke engine offering ample power
for any grass cutting operation. The
engine is fitted with an easy spin recoil
starter. To aid manoeuvrability and
ease of operation the machine is
mounted on 8” dia. wheels fitted with
double ball races. The mower has a
reinforced chassis on to which are
fitted 17 dia. 16 gauge chromium
adjustable handles. The machine has
a single point height adjuster giving
positive adjustment between zero and
23”. Cutting width is 22”; the Deck-
son Mustang Self Propelled Mower,
26" Cut, employs the patent Deckson
Drive, forward and reverse. The drive
is obtained by the simple movement
of a special cone against the machined
surfaces of discs. When the cone makes
contact with one disc forward drive
IS obtained, when the other cone is
moved to the other disc reverse drive
is obtained. The material used for the
cone has been developed to withstand
a tremendous amount of abuse with-
out appreciable wear and tear. The
pressure applied to the cone may be
varied by the operating lever as fitted
$0 as to give full or partial engage-
ment (thus permitting slipping). The
degree of slip will depend on the
pressure applied to the operating
lever. Therefore, the ground speed of
the mower can easily be regulated

April

from zero to full speed without alter-
ing the speed of the cutting disc. This
permits the mower to cope with vary-
ing conditions of grass growth.

The Mustang 26” Rotary is fitted
with an 8 h.p. 4-stroke engine with
easy spin recoil start and will tackle
the longest and toughest growth. The
machine is extremely robust in con-
struction and is mounted on puncture-
proof types, all wheels having double
ball races. Saving in time to the
operator using this machine is helped
by virtue of the fact that the design
disposes of the need for a conven-
tional gear box and has instant for-
ward and reverse traverse.

The Deckson Professional Stand-
ard Mini Tractor, powered by 7 h.p.
or 8 h.p. 4-stroke engines, is available
with easy spin recoil starting or
electric starting (optional extra) and
is supplied fitted with a 28” Rotary
cutter. The tractor has complete
manoeuvrability with hand lever
selection for instant forward and
reverse without any grating of gears.
The Deckson patent drive referred to
previously is employed on this unit.
The tractor offers a clear view of
mowing with the engine rear-mounted.
The tractor is extremely stable on
slopes, having a low centre of gravity
with the operator’s seat being only
194” above ground level. The tractor
fits large 74” wide rear tyres which
give positive traction. Safety is an
inbuilt factor of the Deckson and
the tractor has a parking brake. The
28" Rotary cutter offers a fully float-
ing action thereby reducing scalping
to an absolute minimum. The
machine has instant height of cut
adjustment zero to 31” by lever con-
trol. The same lever in safety overlock
disengages the belt drive and applies
to the cutter head which is always in
correct tension and never requires
adjustment.
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TOP QUALITY TURF
DOESNOT
~ GROW...

OUT these of the finest seeds

; 1sers. T e
~ Parkers have spent many years perfecting
- their VERDANT range of GRASS SEEDS and

- FERTILISERS which is why they are used

. by leading groundsmen and greenkeepers
.- everywhere.

~~ Why make do with second rate turf when you
- could have a VERDANT SWARD.

And once your sward is established Parkers
can provide you with a complete range of
materials and equipment to ensure that this
perfection is maintained.

People who KNOW go to PARKERS

Why not join them on Stand 3, Avenue F, at Motspur Park,
- where a warm welcome will await you?

PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) Ltd.,
Worcester Park, Surrey, KT4 7NF
Telephone 01-337 7791 01-337 0861 (10 lines)
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FRIGHT

Patrick Smartt

All of us have suffered fright on a
golf course. Fear of winning, fear of
a good score when facing the last few
holes, fear of missing a putt. Even
driving off the first teeing ground in
front of even a meagre group of
spectators can intimidate some.

Others are encouraged by onlookers.
That is often a matter of pride. A
desire to show them you can play the
shot. It is nowadays put down to the
adrenalin flowing—the meaning of
which is not within the knowledge of
this ancient one.

Inquisitive as ever where the mind
controls the player, why is it that a
certain hole. no matter the course,
defeats the player ? There will always
be some hole that one would rather
not tackle. J. H. Taylor has a strong
dislike, forcibly expressed, of the
Road Hole at St. Andrews in the days
when it was more fearsome than now.
Why should it be that a hole we have
played countless times suddenly
strikes terror into the soul ?

Perhaps one or two disastrous
errors lodge in mind, and confidence
evaporates. It becomes a spectre,
approached with a sinking heart.

There is little purpose in trying to
get the player to relax, to concentrate
on a smooth swing. He has condi-
tioned himself to expect doom. The
shaft feels as if it were made of con-
crete; the head feels like one of: “The
Old Oaks of England.”

It can be any hole, but the last, if
the score is useful, causes the most
Casualties. The player gets an attack
of the ‘must’ fever. Must have a five
here. Must have a good drive. Must

ave a good second. Must lay the
approach dead. The root cause is the
quence of the hole. The player is
riding a finish’
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Onsets of fright seldom concern an
entire hole. They nearly always
involve the drive. The mind centres on
a particular bunker, beckoning em-
phatically, or a carry. The cause is
close to the chicken and the egg,
which starts what ?

As a very junior official in a small
cclony, whenever H.E. the Governor
happened to be playing immediately
ahead, it did not matter which side
of the fairway he was, I either hooked
or sliced in his direction. Eventually
I took care, under no pressure from
him, either to start before or two
matches behind him. Had he been
straight, I might have learned accurate
driving earlier.

Living on a course at which several
holes call for a carry over deep
ravines, used by smugglers from the
coast in days gone by, it has become
obvious that these disturb the handi-
cap player more than anything else.
As he stands on the teeing ground,
that gorge expands in the mind’s eye
far beyond its actual width.

The player’s antennae, or if you
like, his radar has ranged on a spot
which should not come into reckon-
ing. These holes do not pose the
question of playing short, or going for
the carry. It is questionable if they
are more than 100 paces from the man
standing at address, and perhaps 30
yards from bank to bank. If the
ground were level there would be few
mishaps. In some respects that fright
is understandable, but not the sudden
mental block after playing confidently
for years.

A player may be a reasonable judge
of distance when it comes to estimat-
ing his second stroke or an approach,
but present him with a carry of the
kind described, and his morale des-
cends to the depths—like his ball.

No doubt a ‘trick cyclist’ would
provide an answer. Personally, T found
there was only one cure. Take a
dozen balls, metaphorically roll up
one’s sleeves, and like a boxer enter-
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Deckson
Rugged Rangers

NEW FROM AUSTRALIA

Two powerful rotary mowers and a versatile mini-tractor, practical,
functional, built to last. Packed with the features you professional users are looking for.

o
The Deckson 26
Heavy Duty Mustang
A self-propelled mower with a robust 8 h.p. engine
and a 26" cut. Features the unique Deckson
forward and reverse drive.
Instant fingertip control for smooth, easy mowing.
Cuts the toughest grass and scrub with a special
safety guard for stones and operator protection.
Cutter speed stays constant,
even at slow ground speed
under heavy conditions.

The Deckson 28"
Professional Standard
Mini-Tractor

An outstandingly manoeuvrable machine for mowing or other
jobs. Powerful 8 h.p. engine and a 28" cut. Unique Deckson forward,

and reverse drive. Instant one-point height of cut adjustment, Heavy Duty

from 0-37:". Variable ground speed for

heavy conditions. Easy steering, easy 22.R°tary Mcwel'

cEilr:;-;f;( s’(!::{t::?i::l:l,d — A powerful 5 h.p. engine, an instant one-point height
of cut adjustment, from 0-2')" removable stone guards for

heavy cutting conditions, an easy spin recoil starter;

8" diameter wheels with double ball races,

the Deckson Heavy Duty 22 Rotary Mower is sure to sell!

Theunique
Deckson Forward %

& Reverse Drive

Fitted to the Mustang and Mini-tractor.
Works by the simple movement of a special cone
against the machined surfaces of discs. When
the cone makes contact with one disc the result
is forward drive. When the cone moves to the

other disc the result is reverse drive. Simple. And foolproof.

T. Parkerand Sons

(TURF MANAGEMENT) LTD.

WORCESTER PARK, SURREY, KT4 7NF
Tel: 01-337 7791 & 01-337 0861°(10 lines)
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ing the ring take on that hole. Usually
the match is over before all dozen
balls are struck. The knock-out, as it
were, comes sooner than expected.
Two victories have been achieved.
Over oneself and over the carry.

A number of years ago, when I
was a club secretary, 1 was appro-
ached by three elderly members (now
piaying where I hope there are no
carries), with the complaint that the
carry over gorse and heather at the
last hole was unfair. My plea that it
was about only 150 yards, which at
a short hole would not worry them at
all. was met with disbelief.

In the end we all trouped down to
that teeing ground, the harassed secre-
tary—several years past his half
century—carrying a No. 5 iron. He
proved his point, and the old gentle-
men played happily ever after.

Which goes to prove thai wrong
impressions are easily formed. Let no
onc suggest that the average club
member should indulge in pacing out
the distance for his second shots. He
niight, however, ease his mind if he
stepped out some of the carries that
have deranged his mind when gazing
upon them.

NEW
FROM
MOMMERSTEEG

A new seed mixture developed by
Viommersteeg  International  was
introduced at the IPRA exhibition in
Liverpool (20 March 1974) for
general-purpose playing field/sports
application.

The mixture contains four different
&rass species, using specially-bred
varicties from Mommersteeg’s own
plant breeders, and is designed to
meet the following needs: wearing
Capablhties, tolerance of different
Mmowing heights, disease resistance,

April

ease of mowing and speed of estab-
lishment.

The new general-purpose mixture
is carefully balanced to allow each
constituent to fulfil its role in the
production of the turf sward—all
varieties are OECD Certified: 509,
Stadion perennial ryegrass, 259,
Novorubra creeping red fescue, 209,
Koket chewings fescue and 59, Timo
timothy.

STADION—perennial rye grass—
quick to establish and selected for its
dense prostrate growth habit which
gives an extremely hard-wearing
sward. It is easily gang-mown and
has good resistance to red thread
disease.

NOVORUBRA-—creeping red fes-
cue— a versatile variety capable of
adapting to a wide range of soils. It
is particularly useful on thinner soils
of low fertility and by its rhizomatous
growth it will colonise open patches
in the turf.

KOKET—chewings fescue—an out-
standing variety for close-mown turf
where it forms a dense base to the
sward. It is extremely attractive in
appearance and shows good disease
resistance.

TIMO—timothy—a hard-wearing
variety which thrives on wetter soils
and forms an important part of the
turf in less closely-mown areas. It is
valuable during the Winter months
because of its high tolerance to cold
and wet conditions.

The mixture is treated with SAlsan
seed dressing for protection against
fungal attack and to encourage
quick establishment.

Recommended sowing rate is 4 oz
per square yard for sowing down new
playing fields; 1 oz per square yard
is recommended for renovation work.

Full details of all special Mommer-
steeg seed mixtures for sports turf and
their new Sports and Amenity Turf
catalogue will be available from the
Mommersteeg stand at the IPRA
exhibition. . . .
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‘Putting’
PERFECTION

-grass to bring out the best in modern golfing

Pencross Creeping Bentgrass
for the production of high quality
golf greens, makes rapid
establishment and a hard %
wearing close-knit sward that oo i

gives an excellent uniform
putting surface. TWYFORD SEEDS LIMITED

: Sports Turf Division
f PleaASfl s%ndgor fl.'”t.her dfetalls Adderbury, Banbury, Oxon.
of specially bred varieties o Tel: Adderbury 281 (8 lines)

sports and amenity grasses. Telex: 83361
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NEWS

All members will join in congratu-
lating Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Mary
Mason on their Diamond Wedding.
The anniversary fell on 7th March.
They received six telegrams, the one
from Buckingham Palace read:—

“The Queen sends you warm
congratulations and wishes on
your Diamond Wedding”.

Bill and his wife also received a tele-
gram from Mrs. B. M. Hawtree wife
of our founder, who still remembers
Bill from his days as Hon. Secretary
of the Southern Section, and even
before.

The A. F. Scoop Trenchers
excavate narrow trenches for the
installation of electric and telephone
cables, water pipes and land drainage.

The full range of trenching covered
is 27, 4”7, 6” and 8” wide and the
maximum depth is 39”. Each machine
has a built-in winch powered by the
engine which gives a maximum tren-
ching speed of 100 yards/hour.

The excavated spoil is deposited to
one side of the trench by an auger or
if required a conveyor can be fitted
to lift unwanted spoil straight onto
a tractor trailer.

They are used by Golf Course
Contractors, and several clubs have
purchased machines to do their own
Pop up sprinkler systems or drainage
schemes.

Many more have used the econo-
mical self-drive hire scheme (from
£8.00. + V.AT. for a two weeks
period) operated by A. F. Trenchers to
complete small schemes and for cor-
rective drainage work. With the 2”
trench and conveyor, sand slitting is
an especially economical and success-

ul proposition for greens with bad
drainage characteristics.
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As they are of low all up weight,
54 cwt. for the “F” Series and 8% cwt.
for the “G" Series, they create a
minimum of ground disturbance, both
when trenching and when moving
from site to site.

Full details of machines, hire rates
etc. may be obtained direct from A.F.
Trenchers Ltd, Gosbecks Road,
Colchester, Essex CO2 9JS. . . .

A new booklet has been produced
by Huxleys Garden Machinery outlin-
ing the machines, terms and condi-
tions available for the hire of
specialised equipment on a short term
basis.

This hire service is complementary
to Huxleys main business which is
almost exclusively devoted to the sale
and service of machinery to the pro-
fessional user, including to date 27
Ransomes Hahn Tournament Triplex
Greens Management Systems.

Lloyds & Co. Letchworth Litd.
announce that a limited number of
their ride-on triple mower, the ‘Mara-
thon’ will be available for delivery
during 1974 backed by a full spares
service. Improvements & modific-
ations have been incorporated since
the machine was first introduced at
Motspur Park in 1972. Details are
available from the manufacturers at
Birds Hill, Letchworth, Herts.

Wolseley Webb Ltd of Electric
Avenue, Wilton, Birmingham have
produced a new booklet on Webb
Professional  equipment  covering
mowers, cleaners and edge cutters. It
is available free of charge by writing
to the manufacturers.

Humber Manures Ltd of Stone-
ferry, Hull have issued a new leaflet
on the organic based compound
fertilisers available to all concerned
with the maintenance of sports turf.
It is available free of charge from the
manufacturers.
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NEWS

Peter Burge writes:—

One of the interesting papers read
at the 45th International Turfgrass
Conference and Show at Anaheim,
California was given by Roger Clark
the Brand Manager of Swift Chemical
Company, the U.S.A. distributors of
I.B.D.U. slow release Nitrogen. Roger
Clark detailed the growth of sales of
this product which is now being
marketed as a straight Nitrogen and
also as a component part of balanced
fertilizers. The paper dealt in depth

made to Golf Courses in Southern
California by the Delegates where
they were able to see for themselves
the performance of the product under
normal working conditions.

[.B.D.U. is now available here in
the U.K. and Ireland from David T.
Boyd (Commodities) Ltd., 24, East-
cheap, London, EC3M 1HB and en-
quiries should be directed to Peter J.
Burge who is responsible for market-
ing [.B.D.U. in the UK . . .

Opening ceremonies for the new
national headquarters of the Golf
Course Superintendents’ Association
of America (GCSAA) in January in
Lawrence, Kansas were attended by
nearly 300 people, including Kansas
Governor Robert B. Docking, U.S.

Senator Robert Dole, Lawrence
Mayor Nancy Hambleton, nine Asso-
ciation Past Presidents and the current
Executive Committee.

with the scientifically backed evidence
relating to the release characteristics
and economies that can be made by
using [.B.D.U. and visits were also

It takes one professional---

So why not use an ATCO 20"“SPECIAL’
and have two professionals on the job!

From a ‘long life’ 5 h.p. four stroke engine and a 6 pint fuel tank ensures
longer hourage mowing between refills

Smooth, robust power

Twelve precision ground cutter blades giving 135 cuts per yard, and
special, thin bottom blade ensures superfine cut down to 60 thou. And
furthermore, the close spacing between the front rollers and cutter
reduces the risk of scalping to a minimum

Superb cutting ability

Include a ‘combit’ rake. fitted as standard, radiused rollers to avoid
marking at end turns and fully powered transport wheels for rapid
transportation from green to green.

Other plus features-

Offered at a realistic price which makes the 20" ‘Special’ a real value for
money purchase

So why not ask your nearest Atco distributor for a demonstration by
ringing or writing to the address below. One can be arranged without
obligation

4 I CO ---as famous as the turf we cut!
Charies H. Pugh Limited, Atco Works, Tilton Road

Birmingham B9 4PR. Phone 021-772-2524, 2551, 3892

Finally — Sound Investment
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The day’s activities included a pre-
showing for members in the morning,
as well as a public showing in the
afternoon with official welcomes to
Kansas and Lawrence, a dedication
plaque unveiling and a ribbon cutting.
The building remained open for
public tours until 4 p.m.

Members from 14 states and
Canada were on hand for the festivi-
ties which marked the opening of the
first solely-owned facility for the
Association in its 47-year history . . .

J. Gibbs Limited of Bedfont.
Middlesex have recently been ap-
pointed sole Distributors for the
Litterlift Giant Vac Vacuums and
Blowers for the Greater London and
Surrey area.

A range of six widely priced
vacuum machines for collecting litter,
grasscuttings, thatchings and leaves
is available. Optional nose cones and
hose attachments are offered, and

machines are fitted with Briggs and
Stratton Engines. Models range from
small units suitable for gardens to
larger machines for Local Authority
and Contractor work.

Also available are three Briggs and
Stratton powered Blowers for wind-
rowing and piling leaves, litter and
other debris with a 260 m.p.h. air
blast. This method is claimed to be
seven times faster than hand raking
or brushing. Blowers can also be
used to dry out dew and rain from
eolf courses, cricket pitches, bowling
greens, etc. . . .

Messrs. T. H. Baggaley (Horticul-
tural Engineers) Ltd. who have just
introduced their liquid feed fertiliser
injection system for Golf Course and
Sports Ground use, have appointed
Messrs. E. A. & Yates & Sons of
Sandbach, Cheshire and Wakefield.
Yorks their distributors for the U.K.
Market. . . .
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FYLKING SMOOTH STALK MEADOW GRASS
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The Champion, a hardy Viking blade, originating in Svalof, |||
Sweden, Fylking Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass excels |
on every count. /
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NEWS

SISIS  Equipment (Macclesfield)
Limited announce some internal re-
organisation and additions to their
outside selling staff.

Mr. D. A. Tait has been appointed
Trade Sales Manager with the respon-
sibility of administering the Com-
pany’s sales to Distributors, Domestic
Stockists. Service and Repair Dealers,
etc., throughout the U.K.

Mr. K. A. Vertigan, formally SISIS
Representative for Lancashire and
Cheshire. has been appointed Direct
Sales Manager, and will be responsi-
ble for administering the selling
activities in those territories where
SISIS have adopted a direct sales
policy.

Mr. Vertigan’s place in Lancashire
has been filled by Mr. Don R. Dixon,
operating from his home at The
Laburnums, Sheep Hill Lane, New
Longton. near Preston, telephone
number Longton 613666.

SISIS have added Lincolnshire,
Nottinghamshire and South Yorkshire
to their direct selling areas and this
territory will be covered by Mr. E. A.
Burgess, who has been SISIS Repre-
sentative in the West of Scotland for
the past two years. He will be
operating from 3 Thoresby Drive,
Edwinstowe, near Mansfield, Notting-
hamshire, telephone number Mans-
field 822844,

Mr. Burgess® place in Scotland has
been filled by Mr. Tan McKay, who
has recently joined SISIS and he can

€ contacted through the SISIS
Scottish Office in Kirkcaldy, telephone
Kirkcaldy 62325, or at 20 Cawdor

rescent.  Bishopton. Renfrewshire,
telenhone number Bishopton 2076 . . .
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The Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America is an inter-
national organization with over 3,600
members in the United States, Canada
and other countries. Organized on
September 13, 1926, as the National
Association  of Greenkeepers of
America; name changed to the Green-
keeping Superintendents Association
in 1938; became the Golf Course
Superintendents Association  of
America in 1951. Activities include
an International Turfgrass Conference
and Show sponsored annually by the
important and outstanding annual
GCSAA; recognized as the most
important and outstanding annual
forum of the turfgrass industry.
Special emphasis placed on golf turf
development and its allied fields. The
Equipment Show, a show within a
show, enables manufacturers and
suppliers to exhibit the latest products
designed for golf course maintenance.
The first meeting was held in
Chicago in March 1927. 1974’s Con-
ference and Show is scheduled for
Anaheim, California, Feb. 10-15.

The Scholarship and Research
Fund separately incorporated in
1956 fulfils a recognized obligation
to the future of golf through finan-
cial assistance to qualified and
deserving students seeking careers
in golf turf. Research grants are
directed toward original research
and to further expand knowledge of
turf and turf management practices.
More than $275,000 has been distri-
buted to worthy students and original
research since the Fund’s inception.
For 1973-74 a total of $21,650 was
awarded to 48 scholarship recipients
and 13 research grants were made
totalling $14,600.

Open house and dedication cere-
monies for the new headquarters
building of the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America
(GCSAA) was at 1 o’clock, Saturday,
January 12, 1974 in Lawrence,
Kansas.



Plant Some More in ’74

The following is a list of Trees recommended for Golf Course planting
and was originally the subject of a talk given by Mr. Cassell of London
Transport to the Southern Section of the B.G.G.A.

Name Type
American Oak Forest
Deciduous
English Oak Forest
Deciduous
Plane Tree Forest
Deciduous
Lime Tree Forest
Deciduous

Lombardy Poplar Forest
Deciduous

Willows—Variety Forest

Deciduous
Elm Tree Forest

Deciduous
Beech Tree Forest

Deciduous
Silver Birch Forest

Deciduous
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Planting

Final COMMENTS

distance Height

(feet)
30

30

30
30

15

30

30

(feet)

100+ Quick growing — beautiful

scarlet foliage in Autumn.
Specimen  tree — good

Commercial value.

100+ Slow growing large imposing
tree—good as single speci-
men.

100+ Quick growing large speci-
men tree—very reliable.

100+ Quick growing beautiful
tree, plant in small
groups—does cause pro-
blems with aphids if
planted near Clubhouse
or amenity areas.

60+ Quick  growing — roots
troublesome, Weeping
Willow very beautiful
tree. Do not plant within
100 feet of buildings or
Greens.

60+ Quick growing—large im-
posing tree—very adapt-
able—not popular at
moment owing to dutch
elm disease.

100+ Should not be planted with-
in 150" of either greens
tees or clubhouse build-
ings.

100+ Large Noble tree of beauti-
ful appearance when
planted as a specimen
tends to branch early—
plant in groups to obtain
best results—prefers lime
soils but will tolerate
some lime deficiency.

6—12’ 50—60  Most graceful and accom-

modating of all the larger
trees—beautiful.
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Name

Ash

Sycamore

Evergreen Oak

Chamaecyparis
Lawsonia

Holly

Cherry
Flowering

Acers in
Variety

Mount Etna
room

April

Type

Forest
Deciduous

Forest
Deciduous

Forest

Evergreen

Ornamental
Evergreen

Ornamental
Evergreen

Ornamental
Deciduous

Ornamental
Deciduous

Ornamental
Evergreen

Planting
distance
(feet)

30

30

30

6—12’

3— 9

6—12’

6—12’

6—12’

Final
Height
(feet)

100+

100+

60+

60+

39+

30+

COMMENTS

Large graceful forest tree—
medium growth.

Seeds can be a nuisance.

Large and quick growing
forest tree—seeds freely—
can cause nuisance with
seedlings near greens.

Slow growing—Ilarge forest
tree—dense—small  foli-
age—Magnificent  speci-
men tree — should be
planted much more fre-
quently.

Most of the ornamental
Conifer sold in this coun-
try are varieties of this
genus—very rapid grow-
ing — most useful for
for quick screening of
buildings. boundaries, etc.

Requires good soil and
after care.

Very useful evergreen tree
surprisingly fast growing
in good soil. Plant both
male and female trees to

ensure good crop of
berries.

Useful as specimen plants
near clubhouse, very

limited flowering period
then rather uninteresting.

Quick growing short lived
trees extremely attractive
for Autumn Colour and
bark, specimen trees only.

One of the easiest small trees
to grow and one of the
most delightful in flower,
long slender branches
covered  with  sweet
scented yellow flowers for
2 months or longer in
Summer.
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ARTIFICIAL TURF ON GOLF GREENS?

The golfer, it seems, is one of the
sports world’s last ecological purists.
Football and baseball enthusiasts—
players and spectators alike—offered
no resistance whatsoever when their
once lush playing fields were covered
with lifeless artificial turf.

But the golfer steadfastly refuses
to accept, or even consider, artificial
turf as a substitute for nature’s living.
breathing grass. Experts contend that
an acre of grass performs the same
function as a 70-ton air conditioner.

The grass, trees and other plant life
on a golf course act as an oxygen
factory, and trap and filter out air-
borne dirt, cinders and grime.

In a recent poll, members of the
American Society of Golf Course
Architects were asked the question:
“Should artificial turf be used on a
golf course ?” ‘

May be on Cartpaths

The members, the leading golf
designers in the United States, Canada
and Mekxico, responded with an over-
whelming and resounding, “No !”

Only a few suggested that artificial
turf might be used sparingly in less
vital areas of the golf course, such as
cart paths. In an extreme situation,
several said it might be used on the
tee.

But none of the architects would
tolerate the use of artificial turf on
golf’s hallowed ground, the putting
green.

“The game of golf is too closely
tied to nature’s green earth to allow
any substitutions,” says Ellis Maples,
president of the American Society of
Golf Course Architects.
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“Much of the skill of putting comes
in reading the green, calculating how
the grain of the grass, its texture and
length, its moisture content, will affect
the roll of the ball,” Maples points
out. “Greens constructed with artifi-
cial turf would be too constant . . .
too easily reckoned with.”

But there are other problems with
artificial turf.

Frank Duane. Port Washington,
NY, immediate past president of the
Society, reveals that the artificial turf
is too costly, and too unwieldy.
Can’t Contour Artificial Grass

Because the artificial turf can’t be
contoured, green would have to be
built flat, without dips and rolls . . .
an unthinkable situation for the
architect; although, the idea of a flat
green might appeal to the chronic
three-putter.

Several  architects—including
Marvin Ferguson, Bryan, TX.
Geoffrey Cornish, Amherst, MA.
William Mitchell, West Palm Beach.
FL, and William Amick, Daytona
Beach, FL.—agree to the use of artifi-
cial turf on heavily played daily fee
courses, but then only on the tees.

“Where you have extremely heavy
traffic and cannot afford constant
maintenance of the tees, you're pro-
bably better off using artificial turf,
rather than playing from a mud hole.”
they contend.

Gerald Matthews, Lainsburg, MI.
who also approves of the use of artifi-
cial turf on heavily used tees, points
out another drawback:

“If you talk to golfers who have
used artificial tees, you find a very
negative attitude.” Matthews claims.
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“Most golfers will opt for the natural
tee every time, even though the grass
might be rather sparse. You just don’t
get the right ‘feel’ hitting off plastic
grass.”

And architect Mal Purdy, Living-
ston, NJ, reports still another problem
with the artificial turf.

“Some people get their kicks by
slashing the stuff up with knives,” he
claims.

Who would do such a thing ?
Vandals, perhaps! Or, may be it’s
ecology nuts who prefer that golf
course forever remain the way Mother
Nature—or, the golf course archi-
tect—intended them.

Grateful Acknowledgements to:
Southern Golf Course Operations
US.A.

Situations
Vacant

LONDON BOROUGH OF
RICHMOND UPON THAMES

DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION

HEAD GREENKEEPER
£1,641 to £1,773 p.a.

The Council are currently construct-
Ing a 9-hole Golf Course at Fulwell
Park, Hampton Hill, and it is
anticipated that it will be ready for
Play in October 1974, but an
appointment is to be made as soon
as possible. Preference will be given
to suitably qualified persons. Duties
Include responsibility for main-
tenance of the course and control
of staff.

Form' from The Manager of
Recreation, Langholm Lodge, 146
etersham Road, Richmond, Surrey
(01j940 8351), returnable by 26th
April 1974,

e

HUXLEYS HIRE

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is
not economic. We offer for hire specialised
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for
brochure and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY

Tel. Alresford 3222

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines)
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants

Situations
Vacant

P. L. LONDON GOLF CLUB LTD.
Bedwell Park Golf Club
Essendon, Herts.

Construction will start later this year
of an 18-hole Championship golf
course at Bedwell Park, Essendon.
Applications are invited for the post
of Head Greenkeeper. He will assist
in supervising work on the course
during the first two years. Salary
will be above average. Accommo-
dation is not available at present.
Please apply to:—

Hawtree & Son,

Golf Architects,

Addington Court Golf Club,
Featherbed Lane, Croydon, CRO 9AA

CHIPPING SODBURY GOLF CLUB
Require immediately
HEAD GREENKEEPER
Experienced and qualified applicant
for New 18 hole and 9 hole golf
courses.
Modern S/D 3 bedroomed house
with garage available for successful
applicant. Salary negotiable.
Apply stating age, experience to:—
The Secretary,
Chipping Sodbury Golf Club,
Chipping Sodbury,
Nr. Bristol BS17 6PU
Phone C.S. 312024

April

31




RELF!KENDALL

OF CROYDON AND BARNET

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of

lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS

Also ASPERA, B.S.A,,
BRIGGS & STRATTON,
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX,
VICTA, VILLIERS

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS
OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR

EXPRESS SPARE DELIVERY SERVICE

RELF & KENDALL

406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON,
SURREY. CR2 6XX. Tel (01) 688 0578

S
Tel (01) 449 8228
We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground

Telephone your
immediate requirements to

CAMBRIDGE & PIPECRAFT

SOIL SERVICES LIMITED LIMITED

are merging their interests

The specialised knowledge and experience of both companies
are now to be applied jointly in providing a more comprehensive
service for sports turf. All enquiries, please, to either:

CAMBRIDGE SOIL SERVICES LTD.,
88a, Girton Road,

Cambridge CB3 OLN

Tel: Cambridge 76969

PIPECRAFT LTD.,

85, Staines Road West,
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx TW16 7AH
Tel: Sunbury-on-Thames 88685

In the near future, additional depots will be fully operational
at Salisbury and Leeds, giving improved regional facilities.
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THE BRITISH GOLF

GREENKEEPER

TOWARDS A BETTER
MAGAZINE

SUBSCRIBERS’ COMMENTS
WITH A VIEW TO THE
IMPROVEMENT OF “THE
BRITISH GOLF GREENKEEPER™

1. “How about a series of articles
about various golf courses, ask-
ing the Head Greenkeeper in
each case his work problems, his
views and aspects of the day to
day running of his course ?”

2. “Would like it to contain more
of Greenkeeper's problems and
cures, not taught enough to
young members”.

3. 1 would like more articles from

practical men, such as the one
in September on “Top Dressings™
by J. Bradbury.

4. “May I say that personally I en-
jov reading technical features
dealing with seasonal problems
as they are likely to come along
at the appropriate time of the
vear. Especially if it was possible
to have more than one view, say.
under different climatic condi-
tions as would be the case in
different parts of the country™.

5. “More photographs—Secretaries
and Chairmen of Sections, re-
tiring members, etc.”.

6. “I think members should be
encouraged to contribute articles
themselves, even if they are only
letters to a lively correspondence
column”,

7. “T would like you to accept only
those adverts which carry the
recommended BGGA scale, with
reference to Situations Vacant.
Also on your front covers let us
se¢ more pictures of Green-
keepers and not Golf Pros”.

April

8. *“Vacant situations should not be
advertised in the BGGA journal
under a box number”.

Footnote

These are some of the suggestions
received in a recent survey. They
assume that we have a large trained
staff writing articles and reviews,
interviewing members, taking photo-
graphs, soliciting (and paying for ?)
technical articles.

Section Secretaries are about the
only people who themselves provide
any regular material.

F.W.H.

STEWARTS GRASS COMB

FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES PRIDE
IN HIS TURF

From the People
who care about Service

STEWARTS

OF EDINBURGH
FINE TURF SPECIALISTS
EDINBURGH EH2 2AY 031-556 2102
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Cutting the ribbon to officially open GCSAA's Headquarters building were
Kansas Governor Robert B. Docking, Lawrence Mayor Nancy Hambleton,
GCSAA President Clifford A. Wagoner, and U.S. Senator Robert Dole.

"Tailored” to your needs -

A COMPLETE RANGE OF TURF DRESSINGS
TAYLOR'S SUPER FERTILISER
Spring/Summer Grade
This fertiliser has no equal for fine turf areas, and is widely
used by parks departments and other authorities for bowling
and golf greens. It is a scientific blend of organic and inorganic
materials, and is a complete balanced grass food which may
be applied from March to August. First dressing at 2 oz.

per sq. yd., subsequently 1 oz. per sq. yd.
TAYLOR’'S COMBINED FERTILISER
AND SELECTIVE WEEDKILLER

may also be applied now at 3 oz. per sq. yd.
(about 8 cwts. per acre).

RIGBY TAYLOR LTD.

VICTORIA WORKS, BOLTON, BL1 4AE
Tel: 23956, 26231, 26232
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July 3

10-14

15

22-27

Sept. 1

Special Occasions 6

and Goll Fixtures
1974

April 3 Southern Lecture.
18 North-East Spring
Competition — Berwick 18
(Goswick) G.C.
23 Welsh Section—Cardiff
Cup—Pontypridd G.C. 18

May 1 South Coast Section

Spring Meeting, Bas-

ingstoke G.C. 30
Midland — Annual Oct. 1-2
Spring Tournament — A
Robin Hood G.C.

15 East Midland—Spring

2

Welsh Section Annual
General  Meeting —
John Duncan Cup—
Southerndown G.C.
Southern V Midland
Match, Crews Hill G.C.
OPEN CHAMPION-
SHIP—Royal Lytham
and St. Annes.
Midland Summer
Tournament & A.G.M.
—Habberley G.C.
ENGLISH AMA-
TEUR CHAMPION-
SHIP—Woodhall Spa.
CARL BRETHER-
TON BOWL—Hands-
worth.

Southern Buffet/Dance
—West Essex G.C.
Welsh Section—Presi-
dent’s Shield—Pennard

G.C.
Southern Autumn
Tournament — Burn-

ham Beeches.

East Midland Autumn
Golf Tournament —
Chilwell Manor G.C.
Midland Section —
Autumn Tournament
—Handsworth G.C.
B.G.G.A.

1974 ANNUAL
TOURNAMENT and
A.GM.—Isle of Pur-
beck G.C. Studland,
Swanage, Dorset.

Tournament — Long-
cliffe G.C.
15 Southern — Spring  Southern Section
Tournament — Home
Park GC Chairman:

F. W. ForDp

16 NOI‘[h-WCSt — Spring (South Herts)
Tournament, Dean

Hon. Secretary:

F. W. Forp

68 Salcombe Gardens,
Mill Hill,

Wood G.C. London, NW7.
17-19 B R A B AZ ON January Lecture
TROPHY — Moor-
town. We had a talk on trees by Mr.
June 5 Southern Annual Cassell of London Transport. Else-
General Meeting. where in this issue you will find a

3-8 AMATEUR CHAM- list of trees recommended for your
PIONSHIP—Muirfield.  golf course planting.

Avri]

35



February Lecture

Mr. Head opened his talk by out-
lining broadly the areas of turf
management where the greatest
interest was being focussed at the
present time. He emphasized that
companies which supply products and
services to greenkeepers should con-
sider the problem of fine turf culture
objectively, and provide recommend-
ations which they could justify on
a scientific basis. Particular reference
was made to the immensely valuable
contribution to turf grass science
made by Dr. V. 1. Stewart and Dr.
W. A. Adams of University College
of Wales, Aberystwyth, which had
done so much to remove mystique
from the subject and provide a basic
framework of fact on which a turf
manager could build his turf care
programme. To get the maximum
benefit from this new science it was
important that the necessary techno-
logy should follow swiftly on its heels
and Chipman Limited were intro-
ducing products, advisory and con-
tract services to meet the new techni-
cal demands.

One area high-lighted was that of
turf nutrition where the luxury use
of general purpose fertiliser recipes
at standard rates of application with-
out regard to existing soil nutrient
levels, mowing practices and sward
composition would be hard to justify
on either technical or economic
grounds. With the advance of know-
ledge and with the availability of new
slow-release materials, it was now
possible to be accurate and specific
in designing a fertiliser programme to
produce optimum results in a cost—
efficient manner.

Interest was also shown in the idea
of using soil temperature at 1 foot
depth to determine when growth
would occur, and hence when fertiliser
application should be made to antici-
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pate it. This could overcome the un-
certainty of seasonal variation with
latitude, aspect, altitude and coastal
or inland location in selecting the
correct time for treatment.

Some consideration was given to
advances in selective weed control
where new herbicides were discussed
which provided reliable control of
two problem species, Creeping speed-
well Veronica filiformis and Yellow
Suckling Clover Trifolium dubium.

Consideration of modern contract-
ing facilities for turf maintenance led
to a topic which stimulated comment.
Questions and discussion by members
present, that of improving sports turf
prone to waterlogging by drainage
schemes, centred around the techni-
que of constructing vertical sand
channels to intercept surface water
and convey it directly to the drains.
Mr. Head described the way in
which design of drain spacing, sand
type and dimensions of sand slit
determined the drainage capacity of
any scheme.

From a knowledge of these relation-
ships, and an awareness of daily rain-
fall figures it was possible to propose
a system with a target drainage design
consistent with the requirements of
individual sites. Chipman Limited
provided a technical consultancy
service and would prepare schemes
for the greenkeeper wherever required.
Their construction teams could carry
out all the work involved, including
the installation of sand slits by the
Sand Injection technique. In the past
so many drainage “plumbing” systems
had failed because surface water
could not reach the pipes through soil
where structure had collapsed. With
the new techniques, schemes could be
tailored to individual drainage rate
requirement and their performance
reliably quantified.

The Meeting closed with a vote of
thanks to Colin Head who had made
the journey from Horsham to be with
us on this occasion.
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New Members

A warm welcome to the following

new members:—

C. BURKE (Roechampton) A.
LITTLE (West Essex) E.
REILLY (Ransomes) and C. L.
WALLIS and M. W. LOWER
(Chipstead).

Bufiet & Dance

Arrangements have been made by
your Dinner & Dance Committee for
the above Buffet/Dance to take place
at the West Essex G.C. Chingford,
E4 at 7.30 p.m. on Friday 6th Sep-
tember 1974. Dress informal and
admission £2.50 for Tickets. Please
write to—Ray Tempest not to me—
his address:—45, Telston Lane,
Otford, Kent. Tickets will be also be
obtainable from him on Lecture
evenings.

North West Section

Chairma H etary
0. P, Joni H. M. WALS}
Bramhall Golf Club Horrobin Cottag

Obituary

It is with the deepest regret I have
to inform Members that the Section
President for a great many years, Bill
Kinsey to all his friends, died in
hospital on February 15th. I am sure
all members will join me in offering
our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Kinsey
and family in their great loss.

Lecture

Our thanks to Peter Wyatt of
Pattissons Ltd., for the interesting
talk he gave us, also for the equip-
ment shown to us. Our thanks too
fOll'_dlhe refreshments both liquid and
solid.

Spring Tournament

As stated in previous issues of the
Journal our Spring Tournament will

April

be played over the Dean Wood Golf
Club Course, Lafford Lane, Up
Holland, Nr. Skelmersdale on Thurs-
day May 15th 1974 over 27 holes—
18 in the morning, 9 in the afternoon.
The A.G.M. will take place after the
Prize giving.

Please get there early, Tee off 9
a.m., also let me have your entries
and meal requirements.

Welsh Section
J., MARTIN I. M. JONES
PENNARD G(

In Memoriam

It is with deep regret that I have to
announce the death of Tom Lloyd,
who died suddenly on Friday Febru-
ary 1st at the age of 63. Tom was
head greenkeeper at Whitchurch Golf
Club, Cardiff for 48 years, and was
one of the longest serving green-
keepers of the Welsh Section. Tom
was also a very good committee man
who served on the committee for
many years and always had the wel-
fare of his fellow members at heart.
We will miss him greatly in our
future meetings.

On behalf of all members of the
Welsh Section I would like to extend
our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Lloyd
in her great loss.

1974 Fixtures

Tuesday April 23rd. The Cardiff
Cup at Pontypridd Golf Club.

Tuesday June 25th A.G.M., and
Secretaries meeting, John Duncan
Cup and Birdie Cup at Southerndown
Golf Club.

Wednesday September 11th, Presi-
dents’ Shield at Pennard Golf Club.

Will all members going to the above
meetings please try and contact me
not later than a week before the
meeting, in order that I may make the
arrangements for catering. Also could
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you try and be there at 9.30 a.m., for
us to have an early start. Thank you.

T. M. Jones, Secretary.

Midlands Section

Chairman : Hon. Secretary.

G. Hart R. GOODWIN
(Gay Hilh 2 Greenkeepers Cottage,
Ashridge Golf Club,

Ashridge Park,

Berkhampstead, Herts

Lecture

The last lecture of the winter season
was held at Blackwell Golf Club on
Wednesday 20th February.

The subject of the lecture being
drainage, it was given by Mr. Joss
of the Research Institute who is very
conversant on the subject and gave a
very interesting lecture on all aspects
of this, for which we would like to
convey our thanks.

Our thanks also go to the Com-
mittee and members of Blackwell
Golf Club for granting us the use of
their Clubhouse for the event.

May 1 also take this opportunity
on behalf of our Chairman and Com-
mittee to thank all members who have
supported our lectures so well this
winter and hope this trend continues
in the future, when I am sure a further
series of lectures will be arranged.

East-Midland Section

Hon. Secretary:

S. FRETTER

4 Queens Drive,
Leicester Forest East,

Chairman :
G. DaArsy

Leicester

Congratulations

I would like to wish Mr. B. Mott
a long and happy time as Head
Greenkeeper of Rothley Park Golf
Club.

Autumn Golf Tournament

As most of you know, this was to
be held at Burton on Trent Golf Club,
but this is now cancelled owing to
Burton requiring us to pay green fees.
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This Tournament is now being held
at Chilwell Manor Golf Club on Sep-
tember 18th 1974.

South Coast Section

Chairman:
I. GREENFIELD

cting Secretary:
MRS. J. STIMSON

A Section Committee meeting was
held at Ampfield Par Three Golf Club
on Thursday, 7th February, 1974 at
6 p.m.

It was reported that this Section
had been asked to ascertain whether
there was a possibility that the 1974
Annual Tournament could be held at
Parkstone Golf Club in August as
the proposed trip to France had not
been supported. Parkstone were un-
able to entertain the Association on
three consecutive days at such short
notice. but the Isle of Purbeck
Golf Club had offered the Association
the courtesy of their course and full
clubhouse facilities. It was resolved
that the kind offer of the Isle of
Purbeck Golf Club be accepted and
the dates provisionally arranged i.e.
30th September, Ist and 2nd October,
duly confirmed.

A full discussion on matters relat-
ing to the organisation of the Tourna-
ment then took place. It was not
anticipated that any difficulties would
arise in obtaining the necessary
accommodation required for partici-
pating members as the Tournament
will be held during the start of the
off-season holiday period, and there
were plenty of hotels in the Swanage/
Studland/Corfe Castle area.

The Committee were informed that
they had been requested to nominate
the Vice-Chairman for the current
year and it was unanimously resolved
that Mr. E. James be nominated to
fill this position.

The Acting Secretary reported upon
her meeting with Mr. Dix and Mr.
Ford on 29th January, 1974.

The venue and date of the Spring
Meeting were also discussed and it
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was decided to accept Basingstoke
Golf Club’s kind offer of the courtesy
of the course on Wednesday, 1st May,
1974. It has since been arranged that
only “paid-up” members who send
their entries (complete with entry
money (£3.50p) and current golf
handicap) to Mr. E. Fox c¢/o Huxleys,
he Dean, New Alresford, Hamp-
shire, by Thursday, 18th April 1974,
will be eligible to play at the Spring
Meeting.

It has been arranged that the
Annual General Meeting will be held
at Ampfield Par Three Golf Club on
Thursday, 16th May, 1974 at 6 p.m.

The Acting Secretary submitted a
report on the Section’s finances. Sug-
gestions relating to the Winter Lecture
Programme and golf fixtures for 1975
were also considered.

The Chairman displayed three
splendid pewter tankards which had
been presented to the Section by Mr.
Bill Denyer and it was agreed that the
trophies should be suitably inscribed
and played for annually. The Com-
mittee expressed their grateful thanks
to Mr. Denyer for his delightful and
generous gift.

Reminder : Dates to be recorded:

April 18th — Latest date for Spring
Meeting entries.
May 1st — Spring Meeting to be
held at Basingstoke
G.C.

Sept. 30th — B.G.G.A. 1974 An-

Ist and 2nd nual Tournament to

Oct, be held at Isle of
Purbeck G.C.

N. M. Stimson.
170 Stockbridge Road
WINCHESTER Hampshire

April

Professionals, like you, need fast reliable
power. The sort of performance that
Andrews guarantee with every machine they
sell. If you want the best—here they are

PORTABLE POWER

Take your power with you. |
An  Andrews generator |
gives you instant, econ- |
omical power at the pull of a §:
cord These portable }
generators come in no less
than 7 different sizes to
answer your power needs, [
Every unit is built to the [
same sturdy specification |:
for trouble-free perform- |:
ance anywhere, anytime

CYCLONE SPREADING POWER

The most powerful spreader on turf now
(r comes in three sizes
» The 'Standard
covers 120 sq yards
In one minute
The ‘Compact' is f:
Ideal for larger lawns
Designed for easy towing
behind any ride-on |:
mower. The ‘Major
is the really big one-
Its giant 10 ft. swath
gives you atwo acre
per hour performance!

FLAIL-SAFE WITH \
BLUEBIRD 4
Bluebird' is the most
powerful scarifier on
turf. Its strong, almost
maintenance-free, 5
h.p. engine flails out
grass cuttings, twigs
and lawn-
tifling thatch. The
result—an immaculate
swal It's certain to
be our ‘Best Buy' in
74

BILLY GOAT EATS RUBBISH PROBLEMS\

Billy Goat' has an insatiable }:
appetite for rubbish. No
special diet, this machine
picks up leaves and grass
cuttings, plastic cups,

¥ newspapers, cans and
¢ even bottles then
reduces all to a mere
fraction of its original
size and holds itin a
huge dust-free bag
ready for disposal!

Get the facts NOW. Pin this page to your
letterhead and post to:

ANDREWS LAWN EDGERS LTD.,

The Garden Machine Centre, Sunningdale, &
Berks. SL5 0JJ. Telephone: Ascot 21960.
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