
Remember that informal swimming 
pools have now made the kidney bean 
shape nearly as regular as the circle. 
If the pool has to be lined, careful 
treatment of the edge to conceal the 
lining will be needed. You will be 
luckiest if it is possible to dam a 
stream so that Nature determines most 
of the outline and provides the sur-
rounding contour ready made. 

Depth should normally be 4 ft. 6 in. 
or more. A shallow pool will heat up 
in summer, evaporate more quickly, 
and encourage algae formation. 
Adequate depth will encourage natural 
processes appropriate to our climate 
and give the pool a life of its own. 
There are chemical treatments to keep 
the water clear but the greenkeeper 
has enough to do already. 

Area, from every point of view is 
fundamental to the success of the 
operation. The water, and plenty of 
water, must be well seen to have its 
full landscape effect. And if it affects 
play, it must be seen from the point 
at which the shot is played. Admittedly 
our original links water hazard is often 
invisible or only seen as a dark line 
in the distance. But golf has moved 
away from blindness of water hazards 
iust as it has from blind greens. On 
flat land, therefore, where the area of 
the pool might exceed what is economi-
cally feasible if the water is to be seen 
from a distance, the appropriate site 
will often be just in front of a tee 
especially at short holes. Then the 
problem is clearly set and the land-
scape effect is at its maximum. This 
siting will be still more desirable 
where the natural water table is several 
feet below ground level unless the 
distant view is from high ground. Where 
tees are elevated, the water can move 
nearer the green and introduce other 
playing factors besides pure " c a r r y " . 

The shallow water trap a few inches 
deep is not to be recommended unless 
it be an enlargement of a moving water 
course presupposing that ground con-
ditions do not require a concrete basin 
and that its contents do not stagnate. 
An artificial pool of little denth 
involves a lot of upkeep for the doubt-
ful pleasure of tempting members to 

remove their shoes and socks. 
It is agreeable to allow marginal 

and aquatic plants to enhance the 
natural appearance of the pool where 
complications of upkeep will not arise. 
Close to play, it should be ensured 
that the banks are not steeper than 1 
in 4 and that they are grassed to the 
lowest water level in summer. Gang 
mowers can then maintain them with-
out difficulty down to the water's edge. 

If then you want your water hazard 
to be fully effective, make it big enough, 
deep enough, natural in appearance and 
easy to maintain. But before you do 
anything persuade a surveyor member 
to calculate the volume of the excava-
tion and be certain that you will have 
water in it throughout the year. 
Judging by 1968, the last requirement 
at least should not be difficult to fulfil. 

FOR HIRE 

SISIS AUTOTURFMAN AERATOR, 
£25 per week—do it yourself. For 
contract prices telephone Burnell, 
Eaglescliffe 3647. 

FOR FAST GREENS 

FIT A GRASS COMB 
TO YOUR MOWER 

STEWART & CO., 
FINE TURF SPECIALISTS 

EDINBURGH. EH2 2AY 




