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Realities of poverty and inequalities in 1994 South Africa

Though there was great hope for the future, the realities of present day South Africa in 1994 were not so bright for the vast majority of South Africans. Political equality did not equal immediate socio-economic inequality. The Black and Coloured communities in South Africa, who made up the vast majority of the population, faced greater poverty and rates of unemployment, lacked access to equal education and healthcare, and had lower rates of life expectancy and land ownership. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many South Africans lived in townships, made up of informal housing with lacking or nonexistent facilities, such as access to clean water. Freed captured this reality through photographs of one township, where despite great challenges, we can still see glimmers of pride and hope. Today, many of these informal settlements have been replaced with government housing projects, but many of the challenges remain for a large segment of the population. A better life for some has been achieved, but a better life for all has not yet been realized. 


