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Featuring two MSU Collections


Quilts

Patchwork, piecework, appliqué and other techniques commonly used in making quilts have long been part of textile arts in some cultures on the African continent. The history of this activity, now the subject of recent studies, challenges notions of what is considered African art.

In South Africa, quilts and related textiles have been made by artists from various cultures and for various reasons. Their work reflects the natural resources and the political, religious, cultural, and economic histories of this Southern African region.

This exhibition is an activity developed as part of MSU’s Year of Global Africa programming. It draws from the university’s signature quilt and quilt history collections housed at the Michigan State University Museum, the Michigan State University Library, and Matrix: Center for Digital Humanities and Social Sciences. This selection of quilts and related textiles is drawn from the unique collection of African and African American quilts acquired through MSU faculty research and bi-national collaborative projects with US and South African institutional partners and currently housed at the MSU Museum. All of the quilts can be digitally accessed at the Quilt Index (www.quiltindex.org) a digital repository of over 90000 quilts and related stories about their makers and their history.


