“Reframing South Africa: Quilts and Photographs”

Featuring two MSU Collections


Photographs

Documentary photography can be an important lens through which we can view events. With quilts, the viewer must read the story behind the piece. With photographs, the photo tells the story, though there can often be more than meets the eye. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leonard Freed (1929 – 2006) was a documentary photojournalist and Magnum Photos photographer, who traveled the world documenting a wide variety of subject matter, with a keen eye for everyday life. In March and April of 1994, Freed traveled to South Africa to document the first democratic elections, following Nelson Mandela, but also traveling across the country from Cape Town to the far northeast in Moria. 

These photographs tell the story of that exciting month, while shining a light on everyday life for the majority of South Africans in the mid-1990s. 

This exhibition is an activity developed as part of MSU’s Year of Global Africa programming. These photographs are from a recent donation to MSU Libraries’ Special Collections by Brigitte Freed, widow of Leonard Freed. On display here are 30 of 140 photographs taken in South Africa, as well as two taken in NYC. These photographs are a part of one of the largest and most unique collections on Africa in the United States, which include photograph, archival, ephemeral, and text based collections, with a special strength in material from South Africa. 


