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Peace and violence: Opposition to the ANC and the campaign for the future of South Africa

Violence

Though there were examples of peace in South Africa during transition, there were also examples of violence and opposition to the path South Africa had taken. In early 1994 alone, there were boycotts of the elections, violent strikes and demonstrations, bombs at the offices of major political parties (including the African National Congress), state of emergency declared, and many more examples of general unrest. 

A major cause of this disruption was due not to white minority opposition to the ANC or Mandela, but by opposition from the Inkantha Freedom Party (IFP), led by Mangosuthu Buthelezi. The ANC and the IFP initially had very close relations during the struggle against apartheid, these eroded prior to the transition period, and the IFP were involved in several violent incidents in the period prior to the elections. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of these incidents, known as the Shell House Massacre, is shown here. IFP members marched on Shell House, the former headquarters of the ANC, on March 28th, 1994. At this point, the IFP was refusing to participate in the elections coming the following month, and tensions were high between the two political parties. The confrontation led to nineteen members of the IFP killed by ANC guards. A commission of inquiry found that ANC guards fire was not justified, and Mandela admitted to having given the order of defense. To this day it is a much contested story in South Africa’s history – like many others from South Africa during this period. 





