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Peace and violence: Opposition to the ANC and the campaign for the future of South Africa

Peace

The negotiations for the end of apartheid were celebrated internationally as a peaceful end to violence, racism, and gross inequality. Nelson Mandela, the leader of the popular African Nation Congress (ANC), and F. W. de Klerk, the leader of the ruling National Party (NP), worked to negotiate democratization for South Africa, leading to the joint awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. However, the lead-up to the first democratic elections was much more complicated and fraught. 

Despite contention between Mandela and de Klerk and amongst many different factions across South Africa in the early 1990s, it was a largely peaceful process after several decades of struggle. A number of political parties vied for space in a post-apartheid government, including the Democratic Party, which had formed a part of white resistance to apartheid, and more than a dozen other smaller parties. 

Politics also sometimes took a sideline for some South Africans, even in this important time. Some of these photographs show the Easter celebrations for the Zionist Church in April 1994, just a few weeks prior to the national election, in which thousands of celebrants gathered in Moria, in the northeast of South Africa. Mandela, de Klerk, and Mangosuthu Buthelezi (leader of the opposition Inkantha Freedom Party) attended this peaceful gathering in which politics played a sideline role to that of celebrating Easter. 




