“Reframing South Africa: Quilts and Photographs”

Featuring two MSU Collections


Main Exhibit Text


What do you think of when you think of art from Africa?

How do you imagine South Africa?

What we consider art is frequently viewed through a narrow lens, which is inherently western. Art is meant to be a painting, or a sculpture perhaps, and it is meant to be beautiful and please the eye. Certainly some art meets this criteria. Art from Africa often has an even narrower definition – cultural artifacts of pagan societies too often dominate the museum landscape. All art, however, can be many other things: political, challenging, inspiring, practical, documentary, personal, collective. And its mediums are vast, including performance, text, and in the case of this exhibit, textiles and photography. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]On the twenty-fifth anniversary of South Africa’s first democratic elections, this exhibit also takes a look at the end of apartheid and the complexities of South Africa in 1994. While 1994 in South Africa was a time of great hope, centered around the leadership of Nelson Mandela, it was also a time of great poverty, inequality, and a fight against the ravages of HIV/AIDS. Everyone did not believe the country was headed in the right direction, and though there was overall peace, there were also instances of violence. Reframing our understanding of this period helps us to understand the complexity of South Africa and where it is today. 

Using materials from MSU’s collections on and from Africa, this exhibit is a collaborative effort to showcase the unique materials we have on campus, reframing our ideas of South Africa and art, and how we exhibit these materials.  

This exhibit has been made possible through the generous donations of Dr. Lauren Julius Harris, the Lauren Julius Harris Endowment for the MSU Libraries, and Brigitte Freed. 

Curator: Marsha MacDowell, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Art, Art History, and Design, and Jessica Achberger Martin, Ph.D., Curator of Africana, Special Collections, MSU Libraries
Curatorial and collection management assistance: Beth Donaldson, Pearl Yee Wong, and Lynne Swanson.
Educational programming coordination: Tessa Paneth-Pollak, Ph.D. and Chris Worland
Exhibition design and installation: Tessa Paneth-Pollak, Ph.D. and Steve Baibak
