“Reframing South Africa: Quilts and Photographs”

Featuring two MSU Collections


American support for the anti-apartheid struggle

South Africa did not fight for the end of apartheid alone – international solidarity, especially during the 1980s, was an important driving force in ending an era of grave inequality and violent opposition. There were many organizations in the United States dedicated to pushing for sanctions, educating the public about apartheid, and other forms of activism. 

Public events, like the two photographs of the rally here, were an important way to draw attention to the reality of life for blacks in South Africa. Leonard Freed attended this rally, held in New York City in 1986. The rally, sponsored by the New York Anti-Apartheid Coordinating Council, brought together activists, members of the NAACP, and celebrities, like Harry Belafonte, to protest for the release of Nelson Mandela and the end of apartheid.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MSU Libraries’ Special Collections has materials from many anti-apartheid organizations and former activists through its partnership with the African Activist Archive (africanactivist.msu.edu). Materials include archives, posters and flyers, pins and t-shirts, and photographs from several decades of support for the liberation of African nations and the end of apartheid. 


