 EDITIONS “THE MAP OFTHE STATE OF MICHIGAN AND SURROUNDING COUNTRY…”

BY James Farmer

1844   First edition ; State of Mich library ;  Copyright 1844    copper print ; Manitou islands – no detail
Benzie   added 1845   Second edition? – Chicago U  Lib?; Karpinsky 
1849   Third edition (insert of Copper Region) ; Hatcher; Copyright reentered 1849(L);.  PH(K)
1850   Third edition  - Bentley : Details on Manitou islands; TC Pennisula empty
1851    Third edition/?; Wisconsin Hist Society; 23rd edition (K)            Grand Traverse

1852
MHC(K)
1853
Rumsey collection   N ; No Charlevoix county;  Traverse City
1854
Hatcher ;   Texas library; no Northport
1855
British Museum and MSU; Northport added
1856      AAS(K)
1857     Hatcher                          Bay ;  Bay county added
1859     PH.(K)                            Muskegan   ; Farmer death March 59
                                                                            1862 Next map (RR)

1864    University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee (not 1867) copyrightreentered, 1858 Benzie county added 
            Bentley (ND)   ?            ;     copyright  reentered  Jan, 1859(R) Karpinsky
1866
Rumsey Collection(ND)? ;   Major revision?   copyright  reentered Sept,  1858(R)
                                Glen Arbor, North Unity, and Leland, 
1867     UM? ; Milwaukee  lib  (not 1867,but 1864)   N
1868     Same as 57? PH(K)  
1869    Bentley (No)                    Charlevoix
1871    Bentley   N
1873A  Hatcher Copyright 1858, but date 1973
 1873B MSU library         Silas copyright reentered 1873 (R); no date and without insert; 
                   Same as 66? Glen Haven added, North Unity removed; Charlevoix county added
1874   Same as 66? Silas copyright 1873  reentered
19 editions ;  “23 editions through 1873 “ Ristow p. 276; Kaplinsky, 16 editions.
“John Farmer is perhaps the single most important map maker and surveyor in the history of the mapping of Michigan”
The best –known Michigan map maker of the 19th century” Dunnigan

In Michigan from 1821 until his death in 1859”

Farmer was hired by Risdon to complete the map but got no credit.

Farmer drafted the map, but got no credit

Farmer began working on his own map which he sent to New York for engraving

Farmers detailed maps initially were of the southern counties of Michigan “the surveyed part”

Farmer continued to produce maps until 1835, sold business, but returned in 1844 and established an enterprise that lasted until 1915

Farmers return to mapping in 1844 was celebrated by the publication of this map with its carefully drawn section lines and detail, not just of the southern counties, but of the entire state.

 The   produced in 1844  was Farmer’s “mother map” that was very popular and subsequently went  through 23 editions.(Ristow). (Karpinski lists 16) 
The map of 1855 is the only known copy with that date in the US; the only other copy is in the British Museum. It is not the 23rd edition. 1850 was the 3rd edition; in 1851   , for some reason, this and all others became the 23rd.

