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American English
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Language
American English

Gender of Speaker
Male
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Eric Sevareid (1912 - 

Language
American English

Gender of Speaker
Male
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Language
American English
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American English

Gender of Speaker
Male

Speaker 
Al Jolson (d.1950)
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American English

Gender of Speaker
Male

Speaker 
Benjamin Cohen (1894-
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50:54 Minutes; 263.0 M bytes

Original recording information
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Summary Note
[unknown female]

First Sentence: “I’ve been out of work since August 15th, so its almost two months”

[various voices]
telling of being out of work

[Rudd] 

gives history

[John Kenneth Galbraith]

talks about Americans’ wishes to become rich and the crash of that dream

[Rudd]

Stock Market Crash

[unknown]

people one day rich, next day poor

[Rudd]

Government not concerned with jobs, concerned with business

Hoover Administration 

[unknown]

government needs to relieve unemployment

[Rudd]

Hooverism

[unknown]

[Rudd]

no federal relief for the hunger for a long time

food lines at churches

government only giving relief to businesses

local government

in some states when you accepted relief you gave up the right to vote

“relief was charity and charity was a private matter”

[unknown woman]

[Rudd]

talk about various charities of people

100 thousand applied for VISA in the Soviet Union

Everyone was hurt by the depression, but the middle class was stunned

[Caroline Byrd]

author, parents house was taken by the bank

men pretending they had jobs

[Eric Sevareid]

depression eroded marriages

[Rudd]

Bank failures common in 1920s

In 1932 banks were massively closely

[unknown women]

living with in-laws

American ethics to take care of your own family and parents

Being ‘locked up’ with your in-laws

[Rudd]

Radio was a relief

‘Dream your troubles away’

New game: Monopoly

Cards were also a relief

Churches lost members, but the movies boomed

Farming dropped 50%

Rudd grew up in Texas

Dust bowl went hand and hand with Depression

Dad use to say “I’ve got Texas in my heart and Oklahoma in my lungs”

Milk prices dropping

Hunger marched organized by communists meet with violence by the police

Most American’s held on to the faith of the American system instead of supporting communism

Hungry veterans of WWI

[unknown veteran]

speaks of wanting their war money early

[General Smedley Butler]

speaking at veterans rally

[Rudd]

Bonus Army – regarded as revolutionaries

[William Wright]

talking about the government persecution of the Bonus Army, men were killed, children and woman hurt

[Rudd]

between 1-2 million men on the road trying to find jobs

[Eric Sevareid]

was on the road to find a job

[Rudd]

Hoovervilles

[unknown man]

[Rudd]

1920s attitude of looking at the ‘Sunny Side of things’

[Al Jolson]

singing “Hallelujah, I’m a trap”

[Rudd]

1933 -  Depression hit bottom

“it was all you could do to keep alive”

rich were on the defensive

Duke tobacco fortune

[the middle Duke]

consciousness of living through the depression

a little girl that committed suicide that he knew

necessity of a dictator of the country

needed something pull them out of the depression

talk of Mussolini pulling Italy out of  depression

[Rudd]

along comes of FDR confidently

[FDR]

national emergency

asked congress for broad executive power to wage a war against the emergency (depression)

[Rudd]

NRA – National Recovery Association

FDR’s New Deal 

[various people saying that they have gotten jobs to due to Roosevelt’s efforts]

[Rudd]

electric power to farms

FDR’s policy seemed like socialism 

[unknown men]

this was evolution not a revolution

[Rudd]

Civilian Conservation Corp

WPA – 8 million people employed by government(bridges and  hospitals, plays and books)

[unknown woman]

added more to capital wealth

[unknown man]

praises FDR

“economics is politics”

[McCracken]

calls NRA monopolistic

other than that he feels FDR was on the right line

[Rudd]

New Deal was meant to help the middle class that was now in poverty, not meant to help those who were in poverty before

Black poverty

[unknown woman- MacClark?]

teacher at black school

[Rudd]

poor would still be in the United States after New Deal

living wage

enlightened business, by enlightened government

high number of strikes

automobile and textile workers, teachers all striking

Republic Steel Plant in Chicago

[Sam Evans]

Steel worker 

Steel workers union wanted recognition of their complaints

Large protest

10 people killed, shot in back by Chicago police

many injured

6 more died after event from injury

Chicago police were condemned but not punished

[news announcer]

[Rudd]

veterans bonus finally pushed through

purchasing power increased

idea of mass market

Howard Johnson, Clairol

[merchants]

stating that they now want the government to step back

[Rudd]

FDR stepped back, but prematurely

[unknown man]

fiscal policy

[Paul McCracken]

economist

policies were promoting expansion in the market

[Rudd]

bread lines again

[unknown man]

war ‘washed away’ the great depression



Title Note
The great depression / narrated by Hughes Rudd.  Includes the voices of John Kenneth Galbraith, Eric Sevareid, William Wright, General Smedley Butler, Al Jolson singing Hallelujah, I'm a bum, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Benjamin Cohen, Thomas

Corcoran, Paul McCracken, and Sam Evans.

Access Note
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Genre (type) of spoken words

(choose from list)


[Interview/Oral History]

[Speech]
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