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Arnold, Jane; librarian, interviewer



Language
American English

Gender of Speaker 1
Female
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Knupfer, Walter Richard; poet and editor, interviewee

Language
American English

Gender of Speaker 2
Male

Original broadcast 
Recorded live at MSU Main Library, 11/05/99

Duration (length of recording)
10:34.716 Min;  55,982 Kbytes

Original recording information


DAT master

Access Restrictions (Copyright Note)


O.K. for web and loan

Description of digital file
1 audio file, Wav, 55,982 Kbytes, 10:34.716 min, 44.1 K Hz, 16 bit, mono.

Production information
Digital master:  created 01/10/01 using Cool Edit 2000

Recording conditions (background noises, etc.)
Good studio quality recording with some level swings.



Summary Note
Welcoming words

Interview:

Q

How you use form?

A

All poets struggle with form.  In my case, a poem starts in free form notions.  The whole object of writing in those first drafts, I some times go through 90, 100, 150 drafts on a poem.  I way of raigning the poem in, some images are far more powerful, emotionally, to me, and the form of the poems screams to be let out of the lines.  

Three 11-line stanzas.  Taking a metaphor, an image, and seeing where it takes you.

Q

Extremely beautifully crafted.

Your poetry struck me as being cool, and somber, and meditative.  You used untethered, in describing your work.

Is this representative of your work?

A

The selection from which I’ll be reading tonight has a very sort of tight, but there is a lot of feeling going on.  I like to see them as sculpted.  They are about the search and fulfilling of beauty in our time.  Wonderful questions of craft.  How to make formal things be informal.  I have let the poems go both ways, letting the voice take over.  But over time, it is actually that voice that is getting formalized.  I think I’m getting at the balance of feeling and thinking.  Crafted and polished over time.

Q

Michigan Writers Series.  Location? The prose piece for tonight, extremely evocative of Midwest. 

A

I grew up in Chicago.  Cut my teeth as a writer at the Writers’ Workshop in Iowa.  But coming to MI. as part of the Humanities Council, I used to go to the U.P.  This is generically about the north.  

The characters weave in and out.

Q

Title

A

A centenary matriarch, deaf, dumb and blind, in a nursing home.  One daughter takes care of her, but all her other relatives want to take her land and make it into a theme park.

Q

It is a boy’s coming of age story.

A

Yes

Q

When poetry, when prose?

A

I don’t know.  Three first books, written in parallel, an emotion, an observation, that takes over.  You let go, and become a storyteller.  But not in poems, poems are to me like compacted essays, not stories.  I use the two as antidotes for each other.  From a dead end in a novel, to a free feeling in a poem.

Q

You have two outlets for your creative flow.

A

Yes

Q 

Current projects.

A

Novel, lake setting, conflict between those who struck out to be free individuals, some deranged, and those who want to have a community out there, some Indian-Americans.

Like in Faulkner, I like to put different characters in a room, have a disaster happen, and take the story from there.

Thank you, and we look forward to your reading.
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