VVL Digital Audio Operations Progress Report

Weeks: February 7 and February 14 

· A total of 45 items from eighteen VVL tapes were digitized.

· A total of 55 items were removed from hard drive locations and burned on to eleven CD-ROM discs.

· A total of 88 new items were added to the queue during this time

· Of those, 58 were approved for capture

· 8 were status deferred

· 22 were disapproved per copyright status

Existing Access records in the queue were periodically updated to reflect the changes and progress listed above by both Rose Egan and myself.  In addition, workflow adjustments were made with regard to copyright status.  Only requested items are being processed by DSC.  The balance of items on all VVL tapes will be assigned copyright status by me when entered in the queue.  Careful records will be kept to handle any questionable items and periodic lists generated for DSC review.

Specifications for an additional CD-R drive were reviewed, researched and updated.  A listing was forwarded to DSC.  Other research into CD-R data format specifications was undertaken.  Current practice is to store items utilizing a system that requires packet writing software.  This enables CDs to be updated incrementally.  The software allows the CD-R to be used more like a hard drive, which is an added benefit to the workflow.  CDs can still be closed as ISO-9660 compatible, but can only be read on other PC-based CD drives which support level-4 and/or run Windows 95/98.  The other option is to write the CDs as standard ISO-9660, but there are file-naming restrictions unless Microsoft Joliet 9660 is used.  For more on CD-R, see separate forthcoming paper on CD-R data formats.

Investigation continued into alternatives for tape storage containers.  Quantegy, a division of Ampex Corp., makes an item that may have applications for the VVL.  More information is needed and a visit with a product representative is being pursued. 
There was limited activity on my part during the week of February 14 due to illness.  Most related office operations proceeded normally: documentation, daily e-mail, reports and writings including the addition of copyright research and inquiries with DSC.
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