INQUIRY TO BARE
‘BROKER’ PROFITS
ON ARMS DEALS

House Group Will Open
Hearings Today.

[ Chicago Tribune Press Service, |

Washington, D. C., Dec. 2.—A story
of how penniless political hacks have
risen to affluence thru the collection
of huge commissions on arms con-
tracts will be unfolded before the
house military affairs committes at
public hearings beginning tomorrow.

Without equipment, factories, or
capital, lame-duck congressmen and
others claiming influence with the ad-
ministration have persuaded business
men they could not obtain arms
orders from the war and navy depart-
ments without political pull. They
charged from 1 per cent up on the
total of contracts awarded and col-
lected hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

Like race track touts, these “ profit
patriots,” as they have been branded,
approached so many prospects that
they were almost certain to collect.

Genuine Links Reported.

With the government distributing
more than 50 billions of dollars in
orders in the last 18 months, some of
the business men were certain to get
contracts and to believe that they had
been obtained thru the influence of
the -“ commission broker.” In more
sinister instances, which the commit-
tee is expected to disclose, the broker
had genuine administration connec-
tions which enabled him to swing a
contract to his customer.

Andrew J. May [D., Ky.], commitee
chairman, told of one “broker” who
had a bank balance of $1.25 less than
a year ago. Now he has a balance of
more than $200,000, waves $1,000 bills
in night clubs, writes checks for
$5,000 to cash, and spends lavishly on
entertainment for business men de-
sirous of obtaining contracts.

Bidding Systems Urged.

May today proposed that the gov-
ernment return to the competitive
bid system of letting all arms con
tracts instead of. by negotiation,
which permits the pernicious com-
mission system to flourish.

He also said committee investiga-
tors had prepared a list of charges
against specific individuals, which
will be published. Those involved
were discovered after two months of
investigation of bank accounts and
arms contractors’ records in six east-
ern and middle western states. Pho-
tostatic copies of checks, letters, and
other documents have been gathered
for presentation to the committee.

Robert Patterson, undersecretary of
war, has asked to testify, May said,
and other officials and persons who
hold or have held top government
Jobs will be summoned.

Quizzed on Call to West.

He made this statement when
asked whether the committee would
call Charles West, a former Ohio con-
gressman, and Thomas G. Corcoran,
a White House adviser until he quit
to become a lobbyist a year ago.

West recently sued for $687,000,
which he said was due him as a 1
per cent commission on 70 million
dollars’ worth of orders obtained by
the Empire Ordnance company. West
said he received only $13,000, and his
suit was for the remainder he said
was due him. It is well known here
that West was “broke” in Washing-
ton about a year ago.

Corcoran, according to reports, also
served as a representative for the
Empire Ordnance company and sev-
eral other concerns here,

Wool-Like Textile, Made
of Weeds, Shown in Paris

PARIS, Nov. 26 [Delayed] (&) —
Textiles made from weeds and re-
sembling wool and felt materials
were exhibited here today. Eastern
thistle was among the plants provid-
ing the fiber from which the cloth
was made.

FACTORY
WORKERS

AT LOCAL LOAN

You can borrow .
any amount up to $300

o your
Take advantage of the famous
SIGNATURE ONLY service orig-
inated by Local Loan to give em-

ployed men and women a simpli-
fied, better way to borrow.

v No Endorsers or Morigages
4/ Only You Sigr

+ Fast, Confidential Service
+ Phone For Your Loan
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Marital Puzzle

Martha Stephenson Kemp Mature.
Hollywood, Cal., Dec. 2 [Speciall.—
The marital status of Victor Mature,
film actor, and his wife, the former
Martha Stephenson Kemp, became a
puzzle today when she suddenly can-
celed plans to leave for New York.

Mature was asked whether a sepa-
ration was impending. He said: “I
don’t know.”

At her home in Beverly Hills, Mrs.
Mature asserted, “there is nothing
to the report we are separating.”

The indefinite answer given by
Mature tended to leave things up in
the air and he would not venture a
further explanation nor add to his
statement.
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2 NEW CANNONS
ARE DEVELOPED
FOR ARMY’S USE

'Improve 155 Howitzer;
Adopt 43 Inch Gun.

[ Chicago Tribune Press Service.]
Washington, D, C., Dec. 2—The war
department today announced that

two- new weapons have been stand-
| ardized and added to the fighting
equipment of the army—a 4.5 inch
gun and an improved 155 mm.
howitzer.

The , 155 mm. howitzer is believed
to be superior to any type howitzer
| of this caliber in use in any army.
iIl', will replace the World war type
{of this weapon now in use in the
| army.
| The World war model fires a 95
| pound projectile about miles.
EAltho the war department released
|no data on the performance of the
new model, it is believed that it will
fire the same weight shell far more
| rapidly and for a great distance, pos-
sibly 10 miles.

Modernize Gun Carriages.

The World war howitzers now in
| the army are being modernized. The

T%

old carriage is being replaced with
one which will permit the weapon to
be towed at high speed. As the new
models of the weapon are manufac-
tured the World war model will be
retired from active use.

The war department last spring
adopted a new 155 mm. gun. This
weapon fires a 95 pound shell a dis-
tance of 15 miles and can be towed
at a speed of 55 miles an hour.

The 4.5 inch gun is a powerful light
weapon suitable for corps artillery as
well as anti-tank missions. The 37
mm. anti-tank gun has been found
to be too light for the purpose for
which it was designed and the di-
version of the 75 mm. World war gun,
too light for modern warfare, to this
work has not been considered satis-
factory.

Slightly Larger Than 105 mm.

The new gun is slightly larger
than the 105 mm. howitzer which fires
a 33 pound shell about 15 miles. The
new weapon has approximately the
same range, but is newer in every
respect. It also has the advantage of
being interchangeable ‘as far as am-
munition goes with a British piece
of the same caliber and for that rea-
son is preferable to the 105 mm. it
was said.

The new 155 mm. howitzer and the
4.5 inch gun were tested at Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Md. Carriages on
which the weapons are mounted
may be interchanged. Interchange-
able carriages are now used on the
155 mm. gun and the eight inch
howitzer, which are companion pieces
of artillery.

BURGLAR ROBS DENTIST'S HOME,

Dr. Harry Finkelstein, a dentist, reporfed
to police yesterday that clothes, jewelry, and
silverware valued at $500 were stolen from
his home at 3821 North Spaulding avenue
Sunday night.
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Downtown Store Hours: 9 a. m. to 6:30 p. m.

- Test Your Facts

Below each of the following ques-
tions are listed three answers. Make
your choice, turn to page 41 in the
Want Ad section for the correct an-
swers, and mark your score:

1. China and the Philippine Islands
are separated by:

[a]l South China sea.
sea.

[b]l Yellow
[c] Mozambique channel.

2. In what year was the Custer
massacre?

[a]l 1889. [b]l 1876. [c] 1852.

3. How old is Lou Boudreau, new
manager of the Cleveland Indians?

[a]l 24 years old. [b] 26 years old.
[c] 28 years old.

4. In England, what is meant by a
close port?

[a] One closed to traffic. [b] One
situated on a bay. [c] One situated
up a river.

Delay Loop Abortion Trial

Because of Judge’s Illness

Trial of Ada Martin, alleged head
of a loop abortion ring, and Josephine
Kuder, her receptionist, was post-
poned yesterday because of the ill-
ness of Judge John F. Haas. The

case will be kept on call, however, |

until the judge's return, at which
time a definite trial date will be set.
Indications are that the case will go
over until after Jan. 1, since the
prosecutor’s office was said to be un-
willing to have it tried near Christ-
mas.
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THE STORE OF THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

of the Christmas Sprite

PUFF NYLONS

5%

Light on her ankles as the wings

the pair

All fluif and dreamy sheerness . . .

Give Puff Nylons by the armful to your Christmas belle—
she loves them dearly. Especially this Christmas . . . when they
might have been scarce as hen’s teeth but for our good planning.
If you don’t know her size, ask a diplomatic aunt to find out

for you ... we’ll load you down with enough of these thin-as-air

beauties to make her sensible Christmas wish

come frue ., . .

bountifully.

First Floor, South, State
Also Evanston, Qak Park, Lake Forest

—or telephone Personal Shopping Service, State 1000

Puff Nylons in
three pretty shades, sizes 815 to 1015.

Ftile

TODAY ILLINOIS
CELEBRATES ITS
123D BIRTHDAY

One hundred twenty-three years
ago today Illinois became 'a state
of the union. On that Dec. 3, 1818,
the new state had only 40,258 inhabi-
tants and its only settled section was
south of a line from St. Louis to
Terre Haute. Its two important
“cities” were Shawneetown, on the
Ohio river, and its first capital, Kas-
kaskia, on the Mississippi.

The former in recent years has had
to flee three miles up the bluff to
escape the ravages of the Ohio and
Kaskaskia’s ruins now lie at the bot-
tom of the Mississippi.

The state’s population now is ap-
proximately 7% millions and the
“looking glass prairie ” near East St.
Louis, which so depressed Dickens,
now is one of the world’s greatest
industrial areas. Historians recall
that when Chicago struggled into ex-
istence in the 1830s, it asked Shaw-
neetown. for a small loan. Shawnee-
town declined on the ground the new
village never would afmount to any-
thing.

PRE-XMAS

TABLE PADS | e

SALE
Now., Made to measure to fit

any shape table . HEAT RESISTING
MADE WITH GENUINE ASBESTOS . o WHITE ASBESTOS TOP

® GREEN BACK

PHONE NOW

To Insure
Prompt Delivery
PHONE or WRITE and

our courteous representative
will call at our home with
Saniple and take measure~
ments. No charge for this
service within 30-mile radius.
Beautiful Woodgrain Table
Pads now on sale=—greatly
reduced.

9ve,

Left to right:
Border print; fly-front, Navy,
copen, red, luggage. 12-20. $5

Monotone print casual in
navy, red, green. 1614-261%. %5

gold, red, navy, copen mono-
tone print. Sizes 12.20. $5

EADERS of the Chicago Tribune are best informed about events im

Washington and thruout the world because they read the dispatches of
seasoned correspondents who know how to get the real facts of the news
and who write from the American viewpoint.

Downtown store hours: 9 a. m. to 6:30 p. m.
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THE STORE OF THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Station-wagon style in green,

P

*7&2/5/5 %f»%m

Left to right:
Novelty check coat dress.

Navy, green, copen, luggage.
Sizes 14-18 and 38-42, $5

Floral print, dirndl style.
Black, brown, navy, 12-20, §5

) AUBLE-BRIGHT PRINTS

gay to give., grand to get

5
®* Like a surprise gift, to find such
nice rayon crepe at a price like this
® Casual styles with neatly pleated
skirts, trim details, zipper plackets
® Pick yours today . . . the bauble-
bright prints you’ll give gaily, the
ones you’ll ask Santa for

House and Town Frocks—Fifth Floor
Also Evanston, Oak Park, Lake Forest

An amount will be added 1o quoted prices of all
our merchandise to cover additional expense due
to the Illinois Retailers’ Occupation Tax,




