TESTING A FIREPROOF PLANE

\J. R. VAN ROLLEGHEM of the Belgian air force has invented a fire and heat

resisting airplane fabric which recently was tested successfully with a model plane. As

ELECTRONS
SHOOTING IN
DIFFERENTLY
CURVED PATHS

POINT OF IMPACT »
OF RAY AGAINST

P

the accompanying pictures show, the model was subjected to a hot gasoline fire and was
undamaged. To test the heat resisting quality, several white mice were placed in the cabin of
the model and were taken out, unharmed, after the blaze. Maj. Van Rolleghem believes he has
solved one of the greatest hazards of aviation. the danger of fire. Most planes are covered with
fabric, treated with a chemical preservative paint known as “dope.” It is highly inflammable.
Countless experiments have been carried on to develop a fireproof paint for planes and, although
some progress has heen made, the fire danger never has been conquered.

All-metal planes have solved this obstacle to a great extent, but even those have been
destroyved by fire after a crash. The danger is much greater, of course, in fabric covered
planes, as a spark or small flame from the motor might ignite the plane in the air. Maj. Van
Rolleghem asserts that this danger is entirely eliminated by his material.
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