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TRIBE KEEPS
ALIVE DANCE
OF MANHOOD

ATIVES of the Transke

tribe in Cape Province, Al
; vica, still  preserve —many
ancient and colorful customs, chiet
of which iz the strange ceremony
by which young men are initiated
into manhood. The ceremony takes
place in the spring. The boys, rang

ing in age from 15 to 19, first re
main in strict seclusion for three or
four months. Then comes the initia
tion ceremony, or dance of the
“ Abokweta.” The performance of
this rite is an exciting event in the
lives of the Transkei natives. Men
women and children from all the
kraals, far and near, come to wit-
ness the dance.

The candidates first receive hodily
decorations of white clay and pamt
o designs and don the special cos
tumes of kilts and a weird head
dress which covers the face. Then
they file out to the scene of the
dance, which is made more colorful
by the profusion of red blankets
winch the Transkei natives wear as
a vort of uniform. The dancers ap-
proach in single file. At their head
is a guide going forward stealthily
apparently assuming that every
bush and stone may hide some lurk-
ing enemy. Women take their
places beside big oxhide drums and

begin to beat the time of the dance.
Then a rustling noise, like wind in Youthful members of the Transkei tribe being prepared for the dance of the " Abokweta,” the final rite of their initiation into manhood. The candi-
2 cornfield. is heard. It is the swish dates are pictured in a cattle kraal receiving the daubing of bright paints which decorate their bodies for the dance.

of the palm leaf kilts as the dancers
get into action.

The dance itself is not exactly up
to the standard of performance of
an artistically trained ballet, even
though the dancers’ skirts flare out
in unison. The movements are a
series of muscular jerks, which
swing the palm leaf skirts in rhyth-
mic swishes. FEach dancer impro-

(Acme photo.)
Demonstration at an optical exhibition in London of a new instrument
which holds thousands of lens combinations for correcting vision.

vises his own peculiar contortions,
hut the tempo of the whole group
15 the same.

Stretched on the gra
performers is a row of men who
watch intently for signs of fatigue
in youths in whom they are par-
ticularly interested. When they dis-

ss near the

cover a sign of distress, the boy's
“ seconds ” cover him with a blan-
ket and lead him away  to rest
awhile before rejoining the dance.
At the conclusion of the dance the
boys are surrounded by men and
disrobe. Immediately they plunge
into a mad race to the nearest river.
The first one to dive in and get all
of the paint removed from his body

(Y ve and Marbers
Ready to begin the dance of the " Abokweta," or initiation. The candidates wear palm leaf kilts and weird headdresses of the same material so fash-
to become a man. ioned as to hide their faces completely. The dance is performed to the accompaniment of drums.

AN EASY-CHAIR CYCLE A “NO HAIR PULL” PERMANENT

. . ; ! Crnotos drom South Ajrican R
is considered the first of the group

tAszociated P'ress nline
W. Brant Clark, research assistant at the University of Southern California,

photographs eye movements with an apparatus of his invention.
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IX day bicycle racers should be interested n this new mvention,
. ) which permits a c¢yclist to ride his wheel in a semi-reclining posi-

: - ! 5 : 3 Back view of wave, posed by Miss Har-
tion. Not only does thic new cycle permit the rider to pedal in a more rietta. Priastly.
comfortable position. It is faster than the conventional type That is
the claim. anyway, of its inventor. Francis Fanre, famous French cyclist (Acme photos.)
who recently demonstrated his new machine at Copenhagen. Faure is
shown with the wheel in the accompanying picture. The steering device
is a long bar According to the inventor, the steering of his wheel 1s no
more difficult nor complicated than steering with regular handle bars

His cycle is capable of attaining a greater speed, Faure said, because the

tAcme photn)

position of the body allows the use of greater powér on the pedals
Another new instrument demonstrated at the London optical exhibition. !t

Faure's bicvele is made to order for those who prefer casy riding.
is the "' synotophore," used for correcting squint and for training blind eyes
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Mew Shaving Brush
Contains the Soap

NPTICAL science is keeping abreast of the times, judging by man
important advancements exhibited at a recent optical exhibitian o
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London. One of the most interesting exhibits, pictured here, was a ne
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ment eliminates the need of lens frames when an optician is makiny
tests to determine the proper
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