TAMMANEND, SAGA-
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LENNI-LENAPE, deserves some-

thing better than being
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baleful Bengal tiger, voracious,
cunning, and cruel.

New York, more often than not
the prey of the predatory Tam-
many tiger, sometimes in righteous
moments rises to twist the tail of
the beast, a ceremony scheduled
for repetition day after tomorrow,
Tuesday, Nov. 7, when the city's
clectorate, probably more than two
million strong, will surge to the
polls to elect a mayor. The voters
have a three-way choice— fat
Mayor .John P. O’Brien, Tam-
many’s candidate; fiery little ex-
Congressman Fiorello H. La Guar-
dia, fusion candidate; and Joseph
V. McKee, who served as acting
mayor on Jimmy Walker’s retire-
ment and who is runping as an
independent. The campaign, swing-
ing on toward its climax, has taken
on all the appearances of a popu-
lar uprising against Tammany
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ballots, of the New York machine’s
political tyranny would be greeted
in many quarters with rejoicing,
even in Washington, where the
administration still remembers the
national campaign of 1932 and “vivlewise old Indian oL
looks ahead to that of 1936.

The history of Tammany, an institution which caters to the pockets
~ongtant as a hereditary
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and the vanity of its members and remains
monarchy, goes back to the American revolutionary war, when it
was founded as the Sons of Liberty or the Sons of Saint Tammany
to counteract the activities of the tories. Tammanend (above), the
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revolutionary soldier who deserted to the king, appointed himself grand  public purse, mount as high as 200 million, coun
sachem of the order. Under him were thirteen sachems, each over a  were unloaded onto investors. -In one month-in

submitted a bill,of

an estate of a bare ha
protege,  Richard Crokér. (left), defendant in
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tribe of Tammany, and a flock of warriors and hunters. This fon
of grand sachems and sachems has been carried down to the present
Tammany hall, to be indulged in on ceremonial moments; but it has
nothing to do with the other side, the int business, of Greater
New York’s ruthless Democratic political institution, an institution which
has named a large majority of the city’s officials down through the years,
which has played an important role in state politics, and which has
extended its long-reaching tentacles into naticnal elections on more than

New Vark: Kenna murder case, installed as chief of Tammany hall
Croker was a glum County Cork Irishman.  He was the
first to contact politics with big . {ort
over Tammany was marked by wholesale graft in the

city’'s population the 1 was foreign born, and Tammany controlled

tisiness, and his

Irish and Ger

by Tammany hall.

n especially were

police department. Annual collections in his day from

‘ ) - )

saloons, vice, and gambling were said to amount tc
$7,000,000. In less than five years Crol rose to thc
diileader New. Y i

most powerfr
known.  He became wealthy ove

one occasion.

Tammany hall has wandered far from the lofty lessons of old Saint
Tammany. Its name, in the minds of many, has stood for despotism,
graft, and corruption. Reforms have come and gone, but it has weath-
ered them all to date. It guards its permanence even at the'expense of
its individual members. It has been caught many times and exposed so
completely that it has become an object of world-wide odium, hut still
it goes on. Its members have been jailed for boodling and for nearly
every other crime under the sun, but with little lasting effect upon the
orqanization that holds hundreds of thousands of votes in its poc
to be delivered whenever and wherever needed to keep the city within
its power. Mooney, a creature of limited imagination, set up the 5 ciety
of Saint Tammany as a social order, with the creation of prepaganda
against the landed gentry as its excuse for existence, little drez
it would be transformed into an overpowering toel of politics.
frazzled were the turkey feathers of the first grand sachem’s
bonnet before schemers saw the polling possibilities in the
warriors of the first thirteen tribes under Tammany.

Underwood & Underw
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alone being valued at more than $100,000.

DURING THE REIGN OF CROKER police corrup-~
tion flourished in New York as it never had before or
ince, The Lexow investigation (1594) and the Mazet
investigation (1899) brought to light an insidious police systes
that annuvally, was draining gambling and ¢ of millidns of
dollars. A considerable proportion of the “ take ” found its way
to the major graft syndicate within Tammany hall itself. Tle
investigations were inspired by Thomas C. Platt, Republican
boss, who often worked hand in glove with Croker, but wha at
the time was in'conflict with the Tammany boss, and by Dr.
Charles H. Parkhurst (right), ofie of the city’s leading preach-
ers and a zealot for reform. Women of the stre
been Bbled of their unlawful earnings by the grafting poli
they lived to that.day in the winter of 1922 when Croker
buried, might have read in the newspapers that the one-time
chief of Tammany had left an estate of more than $5,000,000 to
his widow, a descendant of a famous Cherokee chief.
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Iy became a black sheep of history. Aaron
Burr (left) never painted his face red
nor. wore feathers in a Tammany parade,
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TAMMANY, the donkey as the maseot of Democracy, and the pon-
derous elephant as the creature best typifying the G. O. P.; Thomas Nast
(left), the caricaturist, waged ‘relentless 'war on Boss Tweed. and his

“ring " through a series of cartoons (examples ‘above) which
brought about the ruin of the grafters.” What Nast accom-

ticket in the field, backed by indignant citizens of all parties.
Dignified and dull Seth Low (left), as figus
reform movement, the big nmiouthpiece of which
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cker had tried to retain control of

plished ‘with pictures the.decent newspapers of the city duplicated with
words, placing the brand of ‘thief on Tweed and his colleagues.  Nast
refused to sell out. for ahalf million dollars when approached with an

offer to pack his pens and go to Europe.
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the people of the

were aroused, as they have been or

more recent occasions, and would not be deceived by
tricks such as that.
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Early 17 the thirties
it started crllecting
not only actual spoils
oi victory, but fees
from: diy
bling houses of old
New York. Its frauds
first were exposed in
1837—thefts so large
that they were given
the dignificd name of
defalcations. Con-
gress investigated.
The case af Samuel
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7 WHILE SETH LOW WAS MUDDLING
lm with affairs of the mayvor’s office, Croker
ret.red, bequeathing the czardgm of Tammany
hall to one Lewis Nixon. Four months and >
was out, his' place as leader of Tammany taken
by clase-mouthed Charles Hrancis Murphy (rizht)
of the gas house district. Murphy, whe once was

driver of . a horse car, by 1820y the
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and gam-

owner of four gaudy saloons, and 2t .a lates
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had retired from the off
with a fortune of a mullion doliars. Croker’s last
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1ce of dock commissioner

vears of rule had weakened enormously the

of Tammany. Murphy set about to restore it to

power, his first major success being the clection
in 1903 of " his, personally’ picked candidate for
mayor, George B. McClellan, ex-congress:man and
son.of a famous Civil war gencral
Devery, a grafting police captain of earlicr days,
had rebelled against Tammany, and, supported by
a misguided -following, ran as an independent
inst "McClellan. = Devery’s campaign ~was
clownish in the extreme; McClellan was elected,
and.Tammany had the city hall again.
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mayor. He ‘} connecti with the construction of the New Y

5 =0y ; with the traction interests, who permitted graft
“. .. still standing in City Hall park.” to creep back into the police department, who
maneuvered one political enemy against another,
- "colossal steal in  and who to gain his own ends let down the bars
courthouse ' (above), still “to William Randolph Hearst, a publishe \
ing structuré, for  was. eager to satisfy his vanity by playing an
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Wood (right), first a congressman and later the “ mode C
straddled the fence between two Tammany factions, )
and “ Hunkers,” to be elected for the first time the city’s chief executiv
in 1850, the vear before the notorious “Forty Thieves” of the board of city treasury. Th
aldermen swung into action, selling ferry leases and street car fran- were billed in an amount of
chises to the highest bidders and robbing the c izht and'left’ One. charging felony, forgery, larceny, misdemeanor, false pretense, and conspiracy. ' He reési
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contract. to ene A.-J. Hackley for $279,000, though another had bid director of the i Tz astute law-  Tammany’s candidate for mayor in 1908, William
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