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A~ the per capita ra~e of • 680 of acccuntable income disrribul'edin1937
i~would take unAfi///QI1 OoI/ar.r more ~hanevery cen~ rac:eived ,
last yeir, by every man, woman, and child livin~ in ~hose parts of
the Cityof Chicago shown in solid color (in map at ri~ht) to

equal On.Billio"Dollars.
At rhe same rate, the combined1937income
of every residen~ of the Chica~land area
shown in solid color, in rhe mapal the left,
would fall short,oy almost TwoHu!1dred
Mi//iOl1 /)0/16,.1*,of reachjn~ the sum
of One Billion.

, each minute since the beginning
f the Christian Era, One Dollar
ere set aside I the sumwould
aveequalled One Billion Dollars
n May 26.1902,at.c1:47a,m,
• amounts" realized" by vanous hisl'oric de

re indica~ed alo~si~ the columnof dollarbills

A.Y26,1902 (~:47A.M.)
EIILLlO"

LARS

= JULY3.1863
~ - ENDoFBAffiEo,.

• GETTYSBURG
980,553.000

ULY4.r176
- MAnON
01' DECLARATION OF

.••INDEPENDENCE7t'" 93.41,787.52.8

OCT.I2.,r-492.
blSCOVERYoFAMERICA
• 785.153,000

JUN51~1215
MAOJVo\ I",HARTA

GRANTED
637.805.000

OCT. 14. 1066
BATTLE OF
HASTINGS
• 561,103.000

BRONZE AND
NICKEL. COINS:
$176.798.140
LYERCOINS:
1.548.823.860

GOLD GOINS:
$4,526.218.000

OCT. II 732
MOORS DEFEATED
BvCHARLES MARTEL
Ai TOURS
.385,441,950

~

•• SIMR BULLION

I;
-921,000.000

C;OLD
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:I 16,084.000.000

00 R; GOLD COIN
OCT. 16.312. F:: AND

·BATTLEoFSAXARUBRA· • BULLION
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·13,000,000,000
OFWESTERN ROMAN
EMPIRE
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NA't'.oNAL STOCk.U.S-MONDY
illI.,.. AS OF NOVEM~ER..30, 19'37.

SERVICING TN. NATIONAL. OEBT
AI' 2Y2%, I"heinterest' nch y.at' on the present estimal"Cd National Debf-. plus
payment inre a sinkinsf roner-for retirement of theadeb!' would exceed, by almost
~06 MILLION DOl.I.ARS, all individual income 'rex collection in the fiscal

,------ .• 1year 1937.
AT THE TIME ONEYEAA'S IN
OF THE
CRUCIFI'ggN 1937INOMDUALINCOME:rAX COU-ecnON"'.09I,740,746
$1.4,74111.0 0•..these char~s yep resent' an Innual percapita tax of$43.14,levied on (ZV.

f.1Y f:lead of a family(and sin61e~t'sonlivi~ alone)reoa rd less of income.
'SInk, Fundbasedonawra of l1Josefor i<;li52-6inc1usi~. Funcftnl937was dropped tQ$103,8l~,OOO.

All salaries and wa~s received in Illinois.
in 19~5,by all workers employed in Manufact-
uring. Construc~ion,Mining "Quarrying,Py
ricul~ure.andElectricLigh~•.Powerand Gas
companies amouni"ed to 986 MILLION
DOLLARS (14 MILLION less than1BILLION}

Frankfor~

~anhaltan Uon,•••

59. 125.000 plOpIe(4&24 %
oItlMl78lion:r ,coJ>Cll.9llo",}live in
rhe area enclosed by the red line. ~_ ••••• "..
Las~year theypaid :
6/%oF.U /nNMI I?rwnue,
66.59% oFa// 1J.1!«0I1MldMJ;
66.64%ef"a// usP4)'hbI/TilxeJ:
'thei r lo!'allncome in 1937

approximates the es~imal'ed
NationalDeb!-·.37.718.000.000.

If /tie 59,I25.oo(1)e(lllW inlhis_set aside,each
year,a sumequal to VaCi III tedn taxes thty paicfnl\l!l,
" would tal<e&ayars fora fUnd10 realiud to pay off-
the hational debt with intemt at 2'h ptrCl!f1t.

THE accompanying graphs an,
presented for the purpose of
helping the average per son

comprehend the immensity of a billion
dollars-a sum never spoken of until
in very recent years without pro-
found awe.
• People today in discussing the
country's national debt naturally are
compelledto speak of money in terms
of billions of dollars. In 1914, the
year the World war beg an, the
nation's public debt was 1 billion 188
million dollars. Nineteen seventeen,
which witnessed America's participa-
tion in the war, saw the public debt
increased to 2 billion 975 million dol-
lars. In 19i8 it jumped to 12 billion
243 million, and in 1919 to 25 billion
482 million. From t hat figure it
gradually was reduced to 16 billion
185 million In 1930. From then on
it has been climbing. In 1932 it was
19 billion 487 million, and today, as
the graphs disclose, it is estimated
at 37 billion 718 million.
• Nearly 100 years ago, in 1840, the
country's debt was 3% milliondollars.
In 1860, just before the beginning of
the Civil war, it was slightly less
than 65 million. The end of the war
(1865) saw the national debt up to
2 billion 677 million. Four years of
war, in other words, had cost the

MILLIONS OP DOLL.ARS
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country approximately 2%
billiondollars. After the con-
fiict the national debt slowly
was reduced until in 1892 and
1893 it amounted to less than
a billion dollars.
• It was not until 1917 that
annual federal receipts from
all sources rose to a billion dollars
($1,124,325,000). Receipts in 1937
were 5 billion 293 million, but ex-
penditures for that year were 8 billion
105 million. From 1789 to 1870, a
period of 81 years, the government's
total receipts were 789 million-an
amount considerably under a billion.
And in all these 81 years, with the
exception of the Civil war years, ex-
penditures were kept down to approx-
imately the same level as that of
receipts.
.' There is no proof that any man
at any time ever accumulated a bil-

Numerals idennfy wards. !

Oep/'hsd b/ackShading show
cemparaffve densiti~ of population.

lion dollars of wealth, al-
though various men from
time to time h a ve been
call e d billionaires. Best
known of these was the late
J 0h n D. Rockefeller Sr.,
whose fortune was estimat-
ed at approximately a bil-
lion dollars. It is known
definitly t hat during his
lifetime he gave away more
than 530 mill ion. The
wealth of his son, John D.
Rockefeller Jr., has been

estimated at from a half billion to a
billion, and the combined fortunes
of Henry and Edsel Ford, father and
son, have been estimated at a billion
dollars. Andrew Carnegie, who gave
away 350 million dollars in the hope
of dying poor, left an estate of 25
million. The first John Jacob Astor,
one of the wealthiest men of his
day, left 30 million when he died in
1848. In India there dwells today
the man said to be the world's
wealthiest, the nizam of Hyderabad,
whose riches have been estimated at
1 billion 400 million dollars.


