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OW much real-estate, suitable for
park purposes, and on account of
its location and size of the patcel
not fit for any other purpose, i
owned by the City of Chicago

How much of this real estate is improved,
where are the various parcels located, and
why are they not all improved? How many
# breathing spots’ can be furnished the peo-
ple at their very doors, making it unnecessary
for them to traverse the long distances to the
big parks?

Ineredible as it may seem no one in the
Uity Hall can answer these questions, nor any
one of them, nor any other questions bearing
on the same subject, It is the general belief
over there that the city does own some
such real estate somewhere and that perhaps
gome of it may be improved—perhaps not—
but nobody can swear to it, Presumably the
real estate possessions of the City of Chicago
are on record somewhere, but nobody can
gwear fo that. Several hours were spent at
the City Hall last wegk in an effort toflnd out
how much real estate in the shape of small
parks, squares, and triangles at the intersec-
tion of diagonal streets was owned by the
City of Chicago, but the success attendant
upon the effort was not particularly flattering.

The Street Department was chosen as the
one most likely to be posted upon the mat-
ter. AssistantSuperintendent of Streets Hem-
street was singled out as the person most
likely to know. He gave it up right off.
He did not know. He had no record of any
such parks, squares, and triangles belonging
to the city or cared for by it; he did not
know of anybody else who had such a record,
and he had no personal knowledge of any
such pieces of ground. Two or three trian-
gles on the North Side bemmg mentioned to
him, he recalled having seen them and stated
it as his belief said triangles belonged to the
city, but he could think of no others, Mr,
Hemstreet was very obliging about it. He
wanted to answer the questions but he sim-
ply couldn’t, that was all. He said the chief
clerk would know more about it than he did.
The chief clerk was well posted on such sub-
jeets and could arswer any and all questions
with one hand tied.

But the chief clerk, it was found on investi-

%ution, knew just as much about it as Mr.,
{emstreet and not a bit more. The search
was given up for that day. The next day Mr,
Hemstreet and the chief clerk were cross-ex-
amined on the subject. They stuck to their
original story ; they were absolutely ignorant
of any such parks, squares, and triangles be-
longing to the City of Chicago. A third trip
was made, at which Mr, Hemstreet and the
chief clerk were subjected to a redirect ex-
amination, at which they emphasized their
ignorance of the subject in general and in
particular; Finally the chief clerk was asked
if there was anybody in the building who
might be suspected of > ossessing any knowl-
edge on the subject. He was asked if the city
had any real estate agent and if that real estate
agent would know anything about the matter.
The chief clerk caught at the suggestion as a
drowning man would catch at a straw., The
real estate agent was the very man. He was
paid a salary for knowing just such things.

So the real estare agent was hunted down.
He wts asked how many equares and tn-
angl:s were owned by the City of Chicago
and sept up as parks for the public good,

S
?

and how many such squares or triangles
were owned by the City of Chicago

and were not used as parks or for any other
purpose, but the real estate ageut gave it up,
o said he had just come into office and could

hardly be expected to answer such outland-
ish guestions. If he lived ltong enough and
képt his office he was going to know some
day, but just then—well, there was the chief
clerk ia the Controller’s office; the chief
clerk was fairly reeking, so to speak, with in-
formation on this very subject. He had been
an officeholder for ages, and what he didn’t
know about the city’s real estate possessions
wasn’t worth knowing. Why not ask him?
The chief clerk in the Controller’s office
was approached and asked to solve the real
estate puzzle already mentioned. The cuief

clerk did not even try to solve it. He
knew he couldn’t do it and he said so. He
would take great pleasure in answering any
other guestions which might be asked, but

when it came down to the city’s real estate he
preferred to be excused. Now there was the
map department. There was a large force in

that department. They had nothing in the
world to do but to mark up nice clean paper

and acquire information about munieipal real
estate.  All one had to do was to #o down to
the map department and drop a nickel in tho
slot and enough information about municipal
real estate wbuld gush forth to fill an en-
cyclopedia.

So the map department was hunied up. Mr.
Wullweber, the Superintendent, was asked
the question before which so many depart-
ment heads had gone down. Mr. Wullweber
threw up both hands. Then he explained
that he had just assumed his office. There
were a great many things he did not
know, and one of them was the number of
squares and triangles belonging to the City
of Chicago which were used, or could be used,
or should be used for park purposes., He
hoped to outgrow this ignorance if given
time.

** What do you want to know for?"’ said Mr:
Wullweber. “Are you going to stir up-the
authorities and make . them improve these
pieces of ground? It ought to be done, It
should have been done years ago. It is a pet
idea of mine to have those little spots beauti-
fied. I am glad indeed that Trr TrRIBUNE
has taken the matter up. Tur TrRiBUNE shall
have my hearty moral support and any other
support or assistance that is in my power o

ive., Now, then, what can I do for you?”

Mr, Wullweber was told that if be would
give the information asked he would be doing
a service that would bs appreciated, but Mr.
Waullwever explained that while the spirit was
willing it was not in his power to give infor-
mation which he did not possess. However,
he would ask his chief clerk; he ought to
know. The chief clerk had spent his life in
that departmert, and if he didn’t know all
about it—Mr, Wullweber elevated his eye-
brows and shrugged his shoulders in'a man-
ner to indicate that if the chief elerk should
be féund to be ignorant on the subject that it
would be an everlasting disgrace to the city
government in general and the map depart-
ment in particular,

The chief clerk of the Map Department
graopled manfully with the fatal interroga-
tion, but was ignominiously vanquished in
the first round. Slowly and saaly Mr. Wull-
webar turned away and sought out another
old employé. The same old question was pro-
pounded and the old employé gave it up like
the rest, Then Mr, Wullweber sat down and
reasoned with him. The two consulted to-
gether and a third old employé was called’in,
but the whole Map Department put together
could not tell where one square or triangle
was located. “*Finally Mr. Wullweber was
asked if it lay within the power of the Map
Department to dig up the information sought,
Mr. Wullweber said it was.

“*How can it be done?”’

Mr. Wullweber said that by beginning at
the northeast corner of the map of the City
of Chicago and proceeding thence over the
entire map, square by square, and street by
street, and locating " every suspicious-looking
triangle and taking the description of such

triangles down to the Recorder’s office, and
lookmg through the several carloads of reec-
ords down there, that the elusive information
might be run to earth, . But Mr. Wullweber
explained further that as this would require
several months’ work, and that as this was
the busy season for the Map Department, he
rather hesitated about undertaking the task
if it was possible to obtain the information
any other way. Now, there was the Street
Department. It was the especial and partic-
ular business of the Street Departinent not
only to know all about such property but to
take care of it, and so the deadly interrogation
was carried back to the point from which it
started on its eventful journey.

The chief elerk roiled up his sleeves,
figuratively speaking, and went at those in-
terrogations, determined to conquer or die.
After some thought a plan of campaign was
evolved.

1 witl write to the foreman of each of the
fifteen districts into which the city is divided
for the purposes of the Street Department
asking them to locate all such squares and
triangles belonging to the City of Chicago
and to furnish me with a list of them,’’ saia
the chief clerk,

A circular letter was prepared  for eachrof
the fifteen foremen and distributed .in fifteen
boxes in one corner of the Assistant Superin-
tendent’s office. In due time the circular
letter brought forth fruit. Some of the fore-
men answered; some did net, Somesaid there
were no such squares, triangles, or. parks in
their district; others mentioned one or more;
still others were 8o zealous in their effort to
answer the questions that apparently they in-
cluded in their list every piece of vacant
ground in their districts. Anyway it was
found on investigation that several parks
which they listed as belonging to the City of
Chicago and as being kept up by the city were
kept up by the Park Commissiopers; other
parcels of real estate which according to the
street foremen beiong to the City of Chicago
did not belong to the eity and never have he-
longed to it, but the lists furnished something
of a clew upon which a start could be made.
A camera was called 1nto requizition as being
the best agency to furnish irrefragable proof
of the condition of these small parks, squares,
and triangles when they should be found. .

Beginning over on the West Side at the
junction of Canalport avenue, Peoria, and
Twenty-first streer is a triangle some 300
feet long on the longest side,, which, according
to the best evidence that could be found,
longs to the City of Chicago. It is used and
has been usel as a dumping ground for
broken brick and stone, stable refuse, old tar
paper, tin cans, and everything else which the
residents in that locality were ashamed to
throw ih the alley. The sidewalk on the
southern side of the triangle is built upon
stilts about four and one-half feet above the
surface of the ground, and the ragged-looking
space - beneath strewn ~with moldering
rubbish does not add to the picturesque-
ness of the scene. The great main
lumber district lies to the south of this tri-
angle, and the region north, east, and west is
densely populated by the men who work in
the yards, It would not require a fortune to
make this piece of ground into a pretty little
park, and there can be no doubt but what it
would be appreciated by the people who live
there, The great parks along the iake shore
are too far away, and transportation is too
expensive for employés in a lumber yard.

At the intersection of Morgan street and
Fourteenth place is a piece of ground which
Foreman Freud of the Third District declared
belonged to the City of Chicago and which
might, could or should be used for park pur-
poses, but City Real Estate Agent Harrington,
after spending several hours in the Recorder’s
office, announced that Foreman Freud was
talking through his hat; that no ground in
that locality belongs to the city or ever did

be-

belong to thd city, except such as is used as

‘care was

streets. The réader can take whichever side
of the argument-he chooses:

On the North Side the search for triangles
b:longing to the city ‘was more richly re-
warded than anywhere else. The southern-
most one, at Chestnut, Cass, and Rush streets,
is known as Green Bay Park. Itisnotinas
good condition as it might be if justa little
bestowed upon it. There is more
bare ground than grass. Where there is grass
it shows unmistakable evidence of neglect.
The trees are in a flourishing condition, the
walks are of loose cinders, There are four
benches within the inclosure and four outside
between the. curb and the sidewalk, Thése
benches have been repaired, but the appro-
priation must have run out when the boards
were nailed on, for they have never been
painted.

A few blocks farther north, at the intersec-
tion of Rush and State streets, opposite Belle-
vue place, is_another triangle ‘of similar
size known as Oak Park. Here, too, the
trees are in good condition, but the grass is
in much worse condition than in Green Bay
Park. In fact, there isn’t any grass worth
mentioning. What little green there is with-
in the ineclosure is furnithed by rank grow-
mg sprouts from the trees. Thtreare no
benches here, though half a dozen
could be placed to advantage. The
streets on the east and south sides of
this triangle are in a disgraceful con-
dition. Several wagon loads of cinders were
thrown along the curb months ago. Mear-
while they have been driven over and
trampled down and mingled with the refuse
from the seidom swept streets until they now
present. anything but an attractive appear-
ance,, Over part of the cinder heaps a quan-
tity of oats has sprouted in an unsuccessful
endeavor to hide the disgraceful sight from
view,

Going farther north another triangle is
found at North Clark and Eugenie streets,
This is also cared for by the city. The care
copsists inallowing waste paper to accumu-

late. The - weeds . here = are. growung
nicely, except where they have been beaten
down by people who prefer to walk

through them instead of on the sidewalk. Still
farther north, at the junction of - North Clark
and Wells streets, is another triangle. which
is known as’Park place. There ‘are no trees
here to shade the grass and tin cans. This
makes it all thejbetter for the purpose for
which it is used—namely : a goat pasture., If
there were trees in the way, the goats picketed
there would be continually getting their picket
ropes tangled up with them, thus causing
ceaseless annoyance to the owners of the
goats.

The next triangle is at' North Clark street
and Belden avenue, just across the street
from the beautiful grounds of ex-Congress-
man Adams. There are the ruins of two
benches here, which in times past have prob-
ably been used and appreciated by the publie.
This i a favorite resting place for people
journeying to Linecoln Park, as is evidenced
by the vast quantities of decaying banana
peels and greasy newspapers which have once
contained lunches. The banana peels
are never remnoved by the city.
Docaved -banana - peels . make - excellent
fertilizers, as is proved by the luxuriant
growth of weeds. But the weeds do not have
it all their "own way, for people insist on
walking all over that triaugle until they have
worn holes in the ground in places which in
wet weather are transformed into large mud-
pudd'es.

West of the river, at Armour and Ohio
streets, is a piece of ground forty feet wide
and a biock long which is known as Bicker-
dike Park, An oid man was found here pick-
ing up scraps of paper, who said he was

employed by the city to look® after the
park, His duties are not arduous. There
is. nmot a flower in the park; neither

is  there a"/l.)e‘wh for  visitors to

sit upon, nor yet is there any grass. The en-
tire park is covered with a growth of tow
weeds. These weeds have been trimmed with
a lawn mower recently. A near-sighted man
standing at a distance would not have known
but what the park did have a lusuridnt growth
of grass. - But to eorrect an inaecuracy in the
foregomg statement, there is gras; in the
park. - The old man referred to being asked
if there was any grass in Bickerd:ke Park,

proudly asserted, in his broken English, that
there was, and leading the.visitor to  a spot

near the north curb bent down and pointed to
the ground. Sure enough there was grass,
fully a dozen spears of it just as bright and
green as one could wish to see,

Going from the North Side to Grand Cross-
mng one may find another park at Seventy-
sixth street and Greenwood avenue—at least
it is designated on the maps as Adams Park.
Adams Park is a triangle some 250 feet long
on the longest side. According to common
report this park was given to the city a quar-
ter of a century ago by Paul Cornell Sr," on
the condition that the city should improve it
as a park within the next twenty years, but
common report and the records do not agree,
Paul Cornell, upon being questioned,
eaid the transaction haa taken
place so long ago that he had almost forgot-
ten the details. City Real Estate Agent Har-
rington, after wrestling with documents in
his own office and “iti the Recorder’s office,
showed that Adams Park had been transfer-
red to the City of Chicago Aug. 10, 1881, by
Elizabeth G. Cornell, Helen G. Cornell, and
Paul Cornell for. the sum of $1,600. In-
cluded in the transfer were Lots 9 and 10,
just across Kidder court from Adams Park,
now used for pelice and fire stations. There
were no conditions whatever in the deed;
nothing to show whether the $1,-
500 was for and in- consideration  of
the two lots and that Adams Park
was thrown in for good measure or not,
There was nothing whatever said about a
park. Still the general impression in Grand
Crossing and around the City Hall is that the
ground has at some time in the past been set
apart as a park and that it ought to be im-
proved as such, At present the imivrove-
ments consist of an-open sewer on each of the
three sides of the triangle and three puildings
on the north side. . One of these buildings is
used as a coal shed by the Police Department
across the street. The next building to it was
for some years used as a morgue, but has
since been transformed into a stable for the
use of the Police Department, Next to the
morgue-stable is a board shanty andinclosure
used asa pound, The whole park is covered
with a luxuriant growth of weeds.

Then there is another park, almost as at-
tractive as Adams Park, lying along the lake
gshore, between Fifty-first and Fifty-third
streets, diagonally across from . the Chicago
Beach Hotel. This is known as East End
Park. Everywhere is to be seen abundant
evidence of the watchful caré of the city.
Great heaps of variegated rubbish dot the
landscape here and . there, each . héap being
heavily fringed with weeds which have never
known a scythe. This park is evidently kept
up by the city as "4 foil for Jaekson Park.
People driving past Bast End Park will un-
doubtedly be in a better frame of mind. to
appreciate Jackson Park when they get to it.

At the intérsection of Forty-seventh street
and Liake avenue is ‘a little pieco of ground
with something of a history. ~This piece of
ground is in the form of a triangle. Some
twenty y ears ago this ground belonged to W,
B. Pierce, Somehow Mr. Pierce becams
possessed with a strong desire to present this
piece of ground to the city to be used for a
park. The owner only stipulated that the
city should put a fountain on it. For five
long years did” Mr. Pierce strive to present
this piece of grourd to the city, but his offers
were always spurped. Then Mr. Pierce gave

it up, sold the property to the Kenwood club,

“viously

and the Kenwood ciub sold it to Montgomery
Ward. This little triangle which the city de-
clined without thanks was sold at its last
transter for the neat little sum of $10,000.
On Forty-third street and Greenwood ave-
nue is a triangle which presents a decidedly
different appearance from any of th: pre-
mentioned. This triangle, too, is
city property. Like the others mentioned, it
was used for years as a dumping ground for
rubbish. Then tne property-owners ia that
vicinity banded together for the sole and ex-
press purpose of prodding the city up and

compelling it to improve that triangle. It
tfook a great deal of prodding to get
municipal action on the subject. Ki-
nally the city went so far .as. to put
a walk around this triangle and = the
business-men’s association went down

into their pockets and brought forth money
to beautify the little plot of ground with
flowers and shrubs. By keeping up the prod-
ding they have contrived to get a small ap-
propriation each year since for the mainte-
nance of the park. The appropriation is not
quite sufficient always to do the work prop-
erly, Ro the association makes up the deficien-
cy.
the money is properly expended. By so- do-
mg they contrive to get full value for every
dollar paid out. The result is a beauty spot
in the wilderness of buildings arcund, which
any property-owner in that vicinity will tell
you materiaily enhances the value of his pos-
sessions, to say nothing of the pleasure it
affords.

Aldine Square on Vincennes avenue, near
Thirty-eighth street, is another shiming exam-
ple of what.-property-owners can do when
they organize to get their rights from the
city. They. too, organized some yeareago
to get the city fo keep up the square in proper
condition. -I'hey have succeeded inmaking
Aldine Square ane of the prettiest little spots
in the city, but the greater percentage of the
expense is paid out of a special assessment
which the property-owners levy upon them-
selves.,

Ellis Park, at Thirty-seventh and Langley
avenue, and Decuglas Monument Park, at
Thirty-fifth and " Elli§ dvenue, are thé only
two pieces of property on the South Side
upon which the city-spends any time or
money. These two parks are kept up by the
unaided etforts of the municipality. Both
parks are in fairly good condition, though
they might be much better. In Douglas
Monument Park the benches are sadly in
want of repair.

In marked contrast to these two parks kept
up'by the eity is Campbell Park, at Flournoy
street and Oakley avenue, on the West Side.
This, the foreman in that district said, was
kept up by the eity, but upon investigation
it was found that the West Park Board lookzd
after it. The Park Board and the ecity evi-
dently have different standards of excellence
for parks. Campbell Park is a perfect fairy-
lanid. The trees are in splendid condition,
every inch of the ground is covered witha
luxuriant growth of grass, carefully trimmed
and watered, with here and there a bed of
bright-hued flowers: the walks are kept in the
best condition and 4 pretty fountain playsin
the center.

Four blocks away, at Flournoy street and
Hoyne avenue, is a triangle kept up by
the city. The municipal idea of '‘keeping
up?’ the park may be gathered by the accom-
panying illustration. There is nothing what-
ever upon this triangle except a very few
bunches of stunted weeds and a flag pole. The
rest of it is an expanse of bare ground. This
is ia the heart of a nice neighborhood, the
residents in which would no doubt. fully ap-
preciate something better if they could get it.
But they are better offi than the people
who ~live around Congress Park., No
one would dream that this latter was a
# park *! unless they were told. They would
rather incline to the belief that it was a

The association also takes good care that -

.depend

dumping ground for rubbish. But Congress
Park has.one great advantage over similar
pieces of ground. The man who gave it to
the city, J. L. Campbell, is an Alderman, He
is not only determined to make the city com-
ply with the conditions of the gift, but has
unbounded faith in his ability to do so. He
asserts, with all the confidence of positive
knowlege, that the ground will be sodded
next year and trees set out. He says further
that waiks will be laid next year, and even
hints that a fountain may be found playing
in the center of the park at some time in the
{uture,

Out at Millard avenue and West T'wenty-third
street is another little park, occupying about
three-quarters of a block. This is kept up
after a'fashion by the city because the prop-
erty-owners keep after the authorities. The
flowerbeds, thotigh, present a very forlorn ap-
pearance. A greatdeal more attention could
be bestowed upon this park much to its advan-
tage.

BICYCLES REDUCE LAUNDRY BILLS.

The Craze for Wheels Is Cutting the Re-
ceipts of the Washermen.

What is food for one man 18 poison for an«
other, and the bicyele craze is bringing despair
to the heatt of the laundryman. With the
popularity of bicycle suits and outing cos-

tumes the white shirt and the
starched collar and cuff _have fallen
into  disfavor. Summer. _is usually»

the harvest time for the laundryman but this
year his trade is much less than usual and is
hardly up to the winter standarad. And he
puts all the blame on the bieyelist who wears
his kniekerbockers and his negligee shirt all
day .and all the evening, and though the
weather is scorching refuses fo melt starched
collars ond Tuin shirt “bosoms which have
been laundered with care.

The difference caused by the bicycle is felt
strongly by the - laundries which have
largely on the *'boardng-houss
trade” for tneir work. Nine-tenths of the
patrons of these laundries are young men
employed in down-town offices. Last year
and before that they appeared at their work
with linen of immaculate whiteness and as
etiff as the laundryman’s starch could make
it, In the sweltering summer days it cost
money to preserve this appearance, for it re-
quired two collars, a pair of cuffs, and a shick
each day. As a consequence the week’s
laundry bill on these articles alone amounted
to at least $1.50, With bills of this sort for
each of the thousands who live in boarding-
houses the laundries prospered,

This year it is aifferent. The young man
no longer wears starched linen. He goes to
his work arrayed in a negligee shirt, and in the
evening he does not change his costume un-
less for some special event. Instead he keeps
it on and enjoys a run through the boulevards
and parks. As a consequence his laundry bill
is less by half than formerly, and the laundry
man is the one who loses, for his expenses are
as great as though trade was good.

*Yes,” said one laundryman, ** this bieycle
fad is eosting us a good deal of money. We
don’t have near so many starched pieces to
launder and the increase in other lines is not
sufficient to make up the loss. Our bills aren’t
reduced as much as 50 per cent, but there is
a big change. Some of them may have been

cutin two but not all of them. 1t is the
bicycle k" has done it, there isno doubt of
that.- T! = ‘negligee costumes that are 8o

much wé 4 now have largely done away with
starched goods.”

single Men Chastised.

Plato condemned the single men to a fine, and
in Sparta they were driven at stated times to the
temple of Hercules by the women, who thara
drilled them in true military style.




