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Illness Defeats Napoleon
(CoDtialled from 1"19. _Ivllt.)

baaed to lOme extent at leut
on imaKination.
One may wonder today why

the duke of Welllnrton, a cele-
brated Ir1Ih leader of Briu.h
forces for many yean and a
veteran of many campallDs,
wu not better prepared for
eventualltlel, why he did not
employ scouts in the territory
tar south of the S&mbre, and
why he was not acquainted with
the mO\'ements of the enemy.
Perhap. the answer would be

that WelUnrton was not the
only famous genera! to have
been .urp.r1aed at some stage In
hll career. Indeed, what one
W&8 not? Then, too, there wu
no teleJl'&pb then, no automo-
bUes, no motorcycles for .peedy
courier service. The swiftest
agent for deUvery of a message
wu a rider on the back of a
galloping hone. Information
traveled slowly.
Fortunately for WellinJton,

Grouchy and Vandamme were
delayed by a Pru ••1an brigade
at Gllly, on the north bank of
the S&mbre and eut of Charle-
rot. The well worked out plan
of Bonaparte was encounter1nJ
obstacle •.
The night of June 15 found

the Armee du Nord 'd1etrlbuted
u follows: The left wing was
strung out between Frames and
Marchlenne; the right wing was
before Fleurus and astraddle
the Sambre at Chatelet; the een-
ter or reserve, minus Lobau's
corps and Mllhaud's cu1ras.lers,
was between GIDy and Charle-
roi. Lobau and MUhaud still
were south of the 5ambre. De-
spite certain mlacarried detatls
of his program, Bonaparte ee-
cupied a dominant strategical
position. He wu situated with·
In a square measuring roughly
twelve miles on each aide and
so placed that he could strike
either at Well1nJton or at Blue-
eher, In tact, he had at this
time placed himself between the
two enemy ann1ea.

• • •
The emperor's plan of carry·

ing the war agalnlt the allies
In the terms of two wings and
a center, or reserve, eentem-.
plated the use of a wing and
center to crush one of the enemy
armies while the other wing
held off the other enemy army.
This plan on the night of June
15 stUl remained so 1lex1ble
that It could have been worked
for the destruction of either
enemy force. How close It
came 'to SUcceedingthe follow·
Ing day, despite a certain lack
of explicitness In orders and a
vacUlatlon of D'Erlon, was seen
in the actions at Quatre Bru
and LIgny.
It has been said that on the

morning of the 16th Ney could
have mastered Quatre Bru
easUy and then co-operated later
with hi' superior, and that he
waited, however, until 2 o'clock
In the afternoon to lead moat of
ReUle', cor p , (about 19,000
men) agaln.t the 8,000 Dutch
and Belgians under the prince
of Orange at Quatre Bras. 'lbl'
Is a nice picture to aUbl Napo-
leon, but a ,mou, halt-truth.
Ney could not have known how
many of Wellington's troops
were In front of him. HI, eon-
duct in waiting for the bulk of
hili troops before engaging was
the standard practice of the rec-
ognized masters and 11the doe-
trin o-f all mUltary authorities.
The ~are facts are that he kept
Wellington from LIsny and sut·
fered a smaller loss than h1s
enemy.
The force of the prince of

Orange had only 16 pieces of
artlllery. The Dutch troops,
areatly outnumbered, recoUed
before Ney. attack. An houl'
after the beginning of the at-
tack Neys force was increued
by 6,000 men under Prince Je-
rome. Neys enemy fell back
farther; the eriala was at hand.
Wellington arrived on the scene,
and a few minutes later a Dutch
and Belgian cavalry brigade
and a division of British and
Hanoverians wit h 12 guns
reached the scene. Wellington's
force at 'Quatre Bras thus Will
Increased to 17,009 men, as
against 25,000 then avallable
there for Ney. Further rein·
forcements at 4 o'clock brought
WelllnJton's force up to 21,000.
An hour later it wu increased
to 29,000. Ney had milsed hla
C'.hancefor victory. Night set·
tIed over the scene, but still by
the aid of the moon the artil·
lery continued dring.

An accurate lummatlon of the
result. at Quatre Bra8, not eon-
.idering for the moment that
Welllngton was kept from going
to the aid of Bluecher, wo41d be
that the French troops them-
.elvel were victorious but that
their leader, Ney, wu beaten.
Wild· eye d , bewildered, and
storming, he wu completely ex-
hausted after the fight, as he
wu two days later at Waterloo
when, u the engagement drew
to an end, he shouted to D'Er·
Ion:
••It we get out of th1s we shall

be hanged!"
In contrut to Neys exhaust·

ed and despairing appearance at
Quatre Bra. was that of old
Bluecher, the leader of the PruJ·
8Ian., who at the same time wu
taldng a Ucktni on a battlefield
but a short distance away.
Twice ridden over by cavalry at
Llgny, Bluecher remained a man
of Iron courage and determina·
tlon.
While Ney was 1lghtlng the

Anglo· Dutch fOl'Ce at Quatre
Bra., Bonaparte encountered the
Pru8lians at LIgny. With 71,000
men, the emperor partly sur-

Ney, however, refuted to' eon-
lider D'Erlon'l recall.
As It wu, Bonaparte did de-

feat Bluecher at LiIDY. When
Ney. force fell back from
Quatre Bras to Frallnes that
night Bluecher's Prusslans were
streaming away from the 1leld
of LIgny. They had been able
to extricate themselve., al·
though their 1011elwere 12,000
men and 21 guna, all against
French caaualtiea o.f8,l5OO.

• • •
The early morning of June 17

.found Bonaparte too Ul to be In
the saddle. Accustomed by long
.chooltng to passive obedience,
SCult and Ney allowed golden
minutea to .Up by. Bluecher'.
defeat the day before left WeI·
llngton'. po8ltion at Quatre
Bru untenable. The duke de-
cided to fall back to Mt. S. Jean
that day., And at 11 o'clock In
the morning Bonaparte 1lnally
reached a dec1aionaa to the pur·
ault of the beaten ,Prulslan •.
Vandamme'. and Gerard's corpi,
with an additional division and
some cavalry ,(33,000 men and
110 gun,), were placed under

, Bluecher that two corps and
po8l1bly four of the Pru.lana
would be avatlable that day to
aid him ap.lnst the French.
Gne1senau, Bluecher'8 chief of
.taf, had been more concerned
wit h keeping open Prulllan
communications than giving as·
slatance to WelltnJton. In fact,
It has been said that Gnel.eDAu
serioualy conaldered the thought
ot a Prusalan retirement. He
felt that Wellington should have
come to the aid of the Pru.alana
at LIIDY,although, &8 has been
shown, WelltnJton at the time
was completely b I0 e ked at
Quatre Dru by Ney. The stout-
hearted Bluecher and hll other
leaders overcame Gne1lenau's
argument-the Prusslans were
pledged to aid the duke.
And .tID WelltnJton did not

know what Bonaparte would do,
although he might have aur·
mlaed that the plan of the
French called for an attack by
the French left wing and center
whUe the right wing was em-
ployed by Grouchy to hold off
the PrUIa1ans.
The duke at th1a point was ob-

seued with the thought that
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rounded Bluecher'. 83,000Prus·
sian.. With D'Erlon'. corps
present he might have beaten
Bluecher 10 declalvely and com-
pletely that he would have been
in position to settle with WeI·
llngton later without any fear
from the Prullsians. But D'Er·
Ion'. corpa was not there to help
him. Neither wu It present at
the action at Quatre Bras.

• • •
A8 it turned out, D'Erlon spent

most of June 16 wandering aim-
lessly between the fields of
Llgny and Quatre Bras.
Late In the afternoon he

reached the edge of the LIgny
battle1leld, then turned away
and arrived at Quatre Bru at
night, long-after the Il8ue there
had been settled. Had D'Erlon
been at Quatre Bras earlier WeI-
Itngton w 0u 1d h a v e bee n
crushed. Had he been In action
at LIgny, Bluecher's annlhUatfon
would have been assured. The
blame for D'Erlon's costly wan-
deringa that day can be laid to
a lack ot prec1.lon In the orders
. that he received and a lack ot
co-operatlon arnong the eem-
mand.. In the morning he had
concentrated his corps at Jumet,
the plan being that It shOUld
.follow Rellle's corps in the ad·
vance on Quatre Bras. It was 2
o'clock' before D'Erlon passed
through GosseUes and 4 o'clock
before the head of his column
neared Frames. An order of
the emperor, not forwarded to
Ney, then diverted It in the di·
reenon of LIgny. About S:1l5
Ney learned that D'Erlon, with·
out his knOWledge, had moved
eastward to join the emperor.
At S:30Ney received Napoleon's
order to seize Quatre Bras and
swing In against Bluecher at
LIgny.
••The fate of France is in l

your hands," the emperor
warned.
For such a maneuver he would

need every man in his com·
mand. Hence Ney peremptorlly
ordered D'Erlon to proceed to
Quatre Bras. It waa just as the
Firat corps reached the edge ot
the LIgny battle1leld that Its
commander received from Ney
orders to hurry to Quatre Bras.
Aa D'Erlon waa marching to U1A
aid of Ney the latter received
word from Napoleon to send
the F1l'It corps back to him.

the command of Grouchy, who
was ordered to follow In the
wake of the Prusslans.
••Proceed to Gembloux." the

emperor's order read, and Grou·
chy, In the Napoleonic manner,
obeyed.it literally.
Grouchy's march was slow In

getting started and slow in
being carried out. When night
came his force waa encamped
around Gembloux, far to the
east and south ot a straight line
running between Welllngton's
force and that of Bluecher, the
last named having moved ahead
that night to concentrate astride
the Dyle river at Wavre. Grou-
chy's main fault was that he
went too far east in following
the Prusaian.. Had he taken a
course Inside instead of outside
Bluecher he might have been of
assistance the next day. He
obeyed a specific order ot his
chief, which took him too far
to the eut, while at the same
time losing light of hla main
Instructions, which were to keep
the Prullslans from joinlnJ WeI·
lington', army.
The situation by this time had

changed. No longer did it favor
Bonaparte. The position of
Grouchy, ott to the southeast at
Gembloux, gave the' alliel a
strategic advantage:
WelllnJton carried out his

plan of retlring to the ridge that
lay to the .outh of Mt. S. Jean,
and well before the hour of 6 on
the morning of June 18hla army
was disposed In this poaltion to
meet the attack of the French.
The dukl! had been usUred by

Bonaparte would strike at the
right 1lank of the Anglo-Dutch
army in an attempt to cut it ott
from the seacoast. Thla, of
course, was not according to
Bonaparte'. Idea, of warfare.
The French leader's strategy
contained baalcally the idea of
keeping the two enemy forces
apart so that they could be de-
stroyed separately.
Because ot his fear for his

right, Wel11ngtonweakened his
force before Mt. S. Jean by
sendtng17,OOOmen to Hal, eight
miles to the west, to prevent
any turnin&, movement there.
Consequently before Mt. S. Jean
that morning Welltngton had
only 67,600 men and 1~ guns.
The nature of the terrain gave
the Anglo-Dutch army a certain
defensIve advantage. In front
of the ridge aforementioned was
a mass of aklrmlshers. Over the
crest of the ridge was the main
body of troops. No entrench-
ments had been prepared. Hou·
goumont and La Haye sainte,
two farmhouses of heavY mao
8Onry, were strengthened, con-
Itltutlng effective bastions.

• ••
Bonaparte, for reasons pre-

viously explained, did not have
his army ready to atrlke WeI-
IfnJton early In the morning.
Had he attacked at, dawn he
could have beaten the duke de·
cillvely long before the arrival
on the scene of the Prusslans.
At this time of year In Belgtum
it was light enough at 4 o'clock
tor the beginning ot a battle.

Had he attacked even 80 late as
9 o'clock he could have usured
himself of victory before the
intervention of the Prusslana.
The excuse that the ground

wu too 80ft as the result of the
rains of the day before for the
movement of artIDery 8eeD1llto
have been not a legitimate one.
The Prusalans that day were
able to move their guns fairly
early In the morning over ter-
rain as soft as that in the Imme-
diate neighborhood of La Belle
Alllance. The rains of the day
betore had been general. Then,
too, one should recail that in
previous battles neither early
hours nor soft ground ever had
stood In the way of Bonaparte.
Before the battle of Jena he had
kept a large part of h1s army
march1ng vlrtually all night In
order to strlke the Pru881ana
early In the morning, and per-
sonally brought the artfUery up
a steep dellle.
Napoleon at one time had

boasted, according to a quota·
tion attributed to him, that al·
though he might lose a battle,
he never would lose a minute ..
On that fateful June 18 he not
only lost minutes but wasted
prectou. hours.
The French anny's bivouac of

the night before covered a rather
wide zone, as the troops had
scattered to forage. The anny
had little or no commlasary.
When this force of 74,000 men
and 246 guns at last wu dis·
posed to suit Its commander,
who finally had arrived at the
front from camou, It extended
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on a front hardly more than two
and three-quartera miles from
northeast to west. On the ex-
treme left was a large body of
cavalry, next to that was ReUle'.
corps, then that ot D'Erlon, and
on the extreme right was anoth-
er body of cavalry. Behind
ReIDe's west lay the mounted
troops of Kellermann and Guyot.,
Behind RefUe'seast was Lobau's
corps, just west of the Charle-
roi road. To the rear of D'Erlon
was the cavalry of Domon, Mil·
haud, and Desnouettes. Farther
back, in reserve, was the Impe-
rial guard (the Old guard, the
Middle guard, and the Young
guard). The guards were astrad·
dIe the Charleroi road.
A mUe to the 80Uth and ui the

rear of D'Erlon'. corps wa. the
vUlage, ot ,Planchenoit. Leu
than three miles to the north-
east of Planchenoit was the Boll
de Paris (Pari. wood).

• ••
The emperor cannot be ex-

cused for not having occupied
the Bola de Parla with luftlclent
troops to defend h1s right flank.
A group of sharpshooters in th1a
wood could have held back for
a considerable stretch of time
any Prussian threat from the
northeast-could have prevent·
ed the Prusalan penetration to
Planchenolt which later in the
day proved 80 costly to the
French.
Nor can Bonaparte be excused

for hJa failure to take advantage
earlier In the day of his prepon-
derance of artUlery. It w1ll be
recalled that when he Invaded
BelKium he had 370 guns. Of
these Grouchy had taken 110 for
his purSUit of the Prusalans.
Counting for losses and aeet-
denta, Napoleon .t1ll had 246
pieces, against Well1nJton's 156.
Had he begun the battle earUer
he could h •.ve crushed the
Anglo-Dutch army with superior
artillery 1lre.
But, because he delayed too

long in starting the action, he
was hurried for time. He did
not take advantage of hla supe·
rlority In artillery as he .hould
have. He actually deprived him·
self of the time necessary to
win the battle. This can be lald,
with h1s other errors of the
campaign, to h i. deplorable
physical and mental condition.
At 10 o'clock that morning

Bonaparte sent a meuage to
Grouchy ordering h1I wing com-
mander to march to Wavre.
This wu in reply to a letter
sent by Grouchy trom the town
of Gembloux the night before
informing the emperor that the
Prusslans were retreating In
two column., one headed for
Perwez, the other for Wavre.
It was Bonaparte'. intention
that Grouchy should keep the
Prusslans from swinging weat·
ward to join Welltngton, al-
though hla message did not pre-
cleely convey that Idea to h1B
subordinate. It Is not unusual
for one element of an army to
mlacarry, a. either D'Erlon or
GNuchy. Two columna miadJ·
rected within two days is bad.
As pointed out before, Grou-

chy wu outalde of the Pru!ro
aians' extreme iett. A march
from Gembloux against the
Prl1salana at that stage could
only detain a rear guard whUe
Bluecher's force continued on
tow a rd that ot Wel11ngton.
Grduchy marched on..- .
MlUtary experts have divided

the battle of Waterloo Into 1lve
phaaea and a finale or Nut. The
ftrat phase covers the bei1DDing
01 the attack by the French at
11:30 a. m, and the intervention
of the Pruaalans at 1:30 p. m.
The battle opened with an at-
tack on Hougoumont by one of
ReUle's divisions, an attempt to
draw WellinJton'. attention to
his right. There was no prelim-
In a r y bombardment by the
French artlllery, but as the at·
tack wa 8 launched agalnst
Hougoumont .kirmishers were
thrown forward to cover the
French left wing and batteries
were moved up rapidly to suit·
able positions to cover the at-
tack by 1lre. Then there followed
quickly a fierce bombardment
by 80 French piece., begun for
the purpose ot softening Wel-
lington'. center In preparation
for the main attack. After 1
o'clock, and just before he de-
Uvered the order to Ney to
launch the main attack, Napo-
leon .pied a areat cloud of dust
In the rel10n of Chapelle Saint
Lambert, beyond the Bois de
ParIa. Thll dust wa. Itlrred up
by the ftrat retntorcements of
the Prusalana, Buelow'. corps.
emerging' on the .cene. These
were relatively fresh troop".
They had not been in the action
at LIgn)'. A half hour later the
Prusalans were close enough to
partially ups e t Bonaparte's
plans, yet he never for a mo-
ment considered the advtaablllty
of call1na off the battle. He still
was determined to crush hla
toe.
The second ph.. of' the en-

counter began with Ney attack·
Ing' WelUnJton's center with
IYErlon'. corps. No marked
8Ucc:eU was gained by either
tide u the result of this attack,
and u yet the Pru.lans had
not gone into aetlon.
As an introduction to the

thlrd phase Ney attacked La
Haye Sainte. When the Anglo·
Duteh l1ne drew back because
of heavy cannonading by the
French, and a large number of
Welllngton'. t roo p s actually
broke, Ney struck at the duke'.
center (4 p. m.) with 4S squad·
rons of cavalry. Agalnst the
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