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Band of Hope
Becomes Rival
of the Guild
" Awake 'and Sing" Brings

Company Here After
Five Yzars in New York.

By Charles Collins.,

HE Grownp theater of New York

will ingroduce itself to Chl-

cago tomorrow night at the

Selwyn, with Clifford Odets’
drama, “Awvwpake and Sing,” as its
medium. This event calls for a
historical prolog, for the organiza-
tion is an interesting manifesta-
tion of the spirit of the modern
American stage. We have been
hearing about the Group—perhaps
an unhappyt choice of name be-
cause it wsujzgests amateutism and
little theatcrism to the average
playgoer—for the last five years.
We have been impressed by the
fact that it has staged a Pulitzer
prize winnexr [“Men in White”];
and we hawe been informed by
much drum-beating that from its
ranks there] has sprung the star-
eyed wonderboy of contemporary
playwrights-—the author of the work
with which it 1s making its Chlcage
début. |

An easy way to describe the orie
gin of the iGroup is to call it ah
offshoot of | the Theater Guild—a
temperamer &tal chlld with ideas of
its own winich flew off the nest
early in its careet and surprized lits
parents by 'its survival. Anotl-ter
way is to lemphasize the Groups
groupiness, 'and to tell how it rans
away into ffhe country every smm-
mer to lead’ the communal life and
experiment ; with plays and acting
in New Engl.and villages. But how-
ever arty ar, groupy or off the main
line its way of life may be, | the
fact remains, that its New York] rec-
ord is fairly impressive, and {that
Broadway drama critics haves fre-
quently used thelr best adjectives
in praise of its acting.

Three Dreamers
of the Theater Guild.

The mowement started insiide the
Theater Gaild’s organizatiom with
an alliancel of theatrical ideals be-
tween Harold Clurman, a stage man-
ager, and L.ee Strasberg, am actor,
both of them young dreamers with
talent. Clurman may be called the
father of the band. They fannexed
a young wwoman of the Theater
Guild nammed Cheryl Crawford, a
play reader and casting/director.
These three¢ are now the;directors
of the Grolup Theater, Ini.

The trio’sl first step was to per-
suade the [Theater Guildf to throw
out a minw: tentacle in the form of
an experimental studio,; where lts
young geniiuses could try out queer-
looking manuscripts. The first pro-
ductioh of this apprentices’ annex
was “Red{ Rust” a drama from
soviet Russia. Miss Crawford, Clur-
man, ahd a new recruitjin the stage
direction department fnamed Her-
bert Biberrnan were the executives
of this pnoject; the “Red Rust”
cast contained Lee Strasberg, Fran-
chot Tone, Luther Adler, Ruth Nel
son, William Challee and Eunice
Stoddard. |All except Tone are still
members of the ornganization; the
latter has g;one to Hollywood glory.
This happened in December, 1929,
Start with;

"House of Connelly."

In the summer of 1931 the dream-
ers, 30 strong, now calling them-
selves the (Group but still under the
Theater Guild wing, went off to
Brookfield ;Center, Conn,, for twelve
weeks of 1ehersal in Paul Green's
“ The House of Connelly.” They
brought it into New York under
Guild auspiices and had & run of ten
weeks. Then they staged another
play out of the Guild’s portfollo—
“1931,” by the Siftons—but it faded
out quicklky.

A six fjwveeks' tour of eastern
citieg in “/The House of Connelly”
followed, zind during this pilgrim-
age. the Groupers decided to cut
loose from the Guild’s apron strings.
“Too little common idelogy” is the
official reason given for this part-
ing. In thie spring of 1932 Maxwell
Anderson’s “Night Over Taos” was
staged in Nesw York as the Group’s
first indeperngient offering. It didn't
last long.

In the summer of 1932 they roost-
T ——————ey—

heater Makes Chicago Debut wit

— |

dets

THIS IS
THAT FELLOW,
JACK HYLTON

Jack Hylten, master
of British cabaret and
radio entertaiiment,
continues to function
in the Gold Coast
room of ths Drake
hotel with his troupe
of clevar performers.
His programs have

won great pepularity,
[Maurics Seymour Photo.l

ed in a village called Dover Fur-
nace and polished up “Success
Story,” by John Howard Lawson,
This brought their first financial
success on Broadway with a run of
sixteen weeks. Then they staged
Dawn Powell’s “Big Night” and
lost all the “Buccess Story ” profits.

" Men in White "
Brings B'way Success.

Summer of 1933; rehersals o
Sidney Kingsley's “ Men in White,”
at Warrensburg, N. Y. A Broadway
premiére in September; an imme-
diate hit; a Pulitzer prize; a sale of
film rights, and a run of ten months,

Summer of 1934; Ellenville, N. Y.
“Gold Eagle Guy” was the subject
of their aestival cerebrations. It
was “an experimental effort to in-
terpret a recent American era,” ac-
cording to the Group’s mouthpiece,
It didn’t catch on at the box office.
In the course of the run, however,
some of the Groupers decided to
stage a one act play written by a
member, This was Clifford Odets’
“Walting for Lefty,” which con-
tains the rabblexousing oratory
and emotional fervor of a labor
union meeting when a strike iz in
the wind. This piece spread over
the country like a rash among the
radical amateurs.

The Group quickly followed its
discovery of Odets by staging his
first full length play, “ Awake and
Sing,” and his second, “ Till the Day
I Die,” an anti-Nazi opus, which had
“Waiting for Lefty” as its curtain-
raizer.

Last summer the Group was de-
prived of its philosophic meditations
and spartan exercises in stagecraft
among the cow pastures by the per-
sistence of “Awake and Sing” at
the Belasco theater, New York.
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... A GALA

NEW SHOW

Their new productions of the sea-
son were “Weep for the Virging”
a quick closing affair, ahd Odets’
third full length drama, “Paradise
Lost.” A stylized dramatization of
Theodore Drieser’s “An American
Tragedy,” called “The Case of
Clyde Griffiths,” and blaming its
hero’s sins on capitalism was their
latest project.

The Group comes to Chicago in
the fifth year of its existence to of-
fer “ Awake and Sing” as a sample
of its quality. Next season it in-
tends to bring the full acting
strength of its organization here.
e Eyeeem

| ﬂt Times "
TED LEWIS
*

éomiﬂy /lfgy 8th

Z and her orchestra—

directed by JACK FULTON
assisted by TED SHAPIRO

NO COVER CHARGE

CONTINUOUS DAILY
FROM 12:30 NOON
\/

I can’t imagine any Jewish pétisd
staying away from McVicker's while
“The Land of Promise” is there and
it should appeal to those of every
race who are concerned with world
progress, —MAE TINEE, TRIBUNE

It is a splendid sound preduclion
skillfully handled . .. a screen epic
. .+ A motion picturs masterpiece—
Meyer Zslotareff. —AMERICAN

Sophie Tucker
Brings Band to
Terrace Room

Ben Pollack's Orchestra
Comes to Urban Room

at Congress Hotel.

OPHIE TUCKER and her or-

chestra, directed by Jack Ful-

ton, assisted by Ted Shapiro,

will begin an engagement in
the Terrace room of the Hotel Mor-
rison next Friday. With her troupe
will be the King's Jesters, an at-
traction at the Terrace room since
last October.

Miss Tucker tells these stories of
her early eareer [Circa 1911]:

“From the German Village, New
Yorlk; I went to Tony Pastor’s, on
the Bowery. Then I landed in
vaudeville, in blackface, because a
manager told me that I had such
an ugly face I ought to cover it.

“Then Ziegfeld saw me in Hol-
yoke, Mass, and put me in the
‘Follies! I stopped the show, but
only lasted two nights for the prin-
cipals weren't keen about my over-
night success. I let Ziggy know
what I thought of him.

“Then to Chleago in ‘Loulsiana
Lou) What & cast that show had!
Trixle Friganza, Lenora Ulrie, a
thorus girl; Berhard Granville, and
Alexander Carr."

@® Ben Pellack and his orchestra,
featutring Doris Robhing, began
an engagement ia the Urban room
of the Ceongtess hotel last Thurs-
day. Durihg the past winter the
band appeared with success at the
Roosevelt hotel in New Orleans;
the Lowry in 8t. Paul, and the
Hotel Schroeder in Milwaukee,
® last Friday night marked
Henry Busse's eighth anniver-
sary as ah orchestra director. He
leads the band at the Chez Paree.
Harry Hichmanh, who is starring
there, presented him with a plati-
num, diamond studded baton. . . =
Richman has added a new enter-
tainer to his revue—a ventriloquist
named Edgar Bergen. Algo appear-
ing with Richman are the D’Ivons,

'EREDDY MARTIN

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
Now th the final wesk of h“!s,
B:rm:t en n& ent. See ¢
ot t? etore they
oF s surmer!
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ALL SEATS FESD;——TW!GEDAILY 2 30 & 8 30
MATS,, 50¢c, 75¢, $I1—EVES,, §0¢, 156, $I, $1.50
& EVE‘. —

IN FRENCH
REVUE AT
THE PALACE

Arline D'Ormond ap-
pears in the " Folies
Comiques,” a variely
revue in the French
style which is the cur-
rent stage entertain-
ment at the Palace
theater. This blend of
songs, dances and
chorus gqirls is fresh
from the producer's
hands, and may re-
main at the Palace

for several weeks.
I Murray Korman Photo.]

whose engagement is their first 1
Chicage. Both are expert ballv
dancers, All of their musle iz es-
pecially writtén., They are husband
and wife.

U
Py

® As a farewell party for Freddy °

Martin, who leaves the Aragon
hext Thursday, a celebration will
be held tomotrtow with both Kay
Kyser and Freddy Martin and their
orchestras on the bandstahd. This
will mark the first north side ap-
pearance of Kay Kyser. Duting
Freddy Martin’s absence, the Ara-

gon will present Griff Williams, !

© west coast maestro, whoze Chicage
¢ debut will take place next Satur-
t day.

i ® “Dance Tea" a new Sunday

afternoon feature, will be inau-
gurated today In the Continental
room of the Stevens hotel. Ramon
and Renita, dancers, and Xavier
Cugat and hiz orchestra are now
: appearing nightly in the Continen-
tal room., They will perform infor-
mally at these Sunday teas.

® Helene Carol, a young dancer

to Chicago.

SATURDAY!

950 ROOMS
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THE !JUWE s
QPEN!NG‘_FR!DA\!

AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESIRA

The royal master of sx;n‘i.ng
and rhythm btings lais
celebrated dance musiia

Dinner $2.50; Saturdags $3
$1 cover charge at supperfonly
LUNCHEON DANCING

Special Luncheon $1.25

URBAN ROOM

CONGRES!S HOTEL
John Burks3Manager
.- FROM $3.00

National Hotel Manag
Raltih Mitz, Bres, « J

COMING!

¢

sment Company, Ins, -

Frawley, Vice Pres, BRSNS ﬁ

who won praise when she re-
Y SN TS YT ey

THE D'IVONS
BETTY KEAN ® EDGAR BERGEN
FLORENGE KOBE & JONNY WELLS

Mintmum Teright, $2.50
Iheluding Dinner Setved frem
530 45 10 P, M.

N8 Caver s+ Admissioh Chatge

*
" AMERICA'S
GREATEST
) ENTERTAINER

Stage Letter Box

0 THE dramatic editor:
Chicago, April 27.—The Sal-
vatorli brothers, producers of
the late “From Out of the
Darkness,” are now peacefully at
work and will pay back every in-
vestor in due time. They had a
great experience in the theatrical
producing field; they learned plenty
of Its amazing tricks, and in the
fall, if their plans mature, they will
once agaln sponsor another produc-
tlon.

Immediately after arrangements
are completed for backing, one of
the boys will go to California and
try to lure some “big game” Into
taking the lead, at any salary, Just
g0 they can secure her. At least

cently substituted at Harry's New
York cabaret for the star, has re.
turned as the feature attraction of
the floor show. Margot Rebell con-
tinues as the singing star, Jack
Irving, master of ceremonles, the
Beatrice Gardner Girls’ chorus, Al
Wagner, Billy Meyers, Art Buckley,
Dorothy Johnston, and Jeanette
Graham also remain.

® A new type of dance musie

called “ Bouncing Rhythm ” was
concelved and developed by Joe
Sanders, band leader at the Black-
hawk, Heading the list of singers
on his program are Barbara Parks,
tuneful Jack Swift, and the “Three
Jacks.”

$25,000 will go into the production

of this new play, which the youhg

author [Paull is now working on.
ADOLPH SALVATORL,

CHICAGO-MIDWEST

DIESEL SHOW

May 2 to May 9 Inclusive
2018 LARRABEE ST. CHICAGO
Soe many types of Diesel Engines In
eparation,  Gontinuous showing of
motion plctures.

AMUSEMENTS.

AMUSEMENTS
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TONIGHT

HELD OVER!!
ONE MORE WEEK!!

Owing to the Tremendous Popularity of This
Great Musical Success, the Engagement

Has

Been Extended to May

16—

Seats Now Available for All Performances
MESSRE _SHUBERT Zresens™

BEATRICE LiLiiE ;s

& =o-c ETHEL WATERS
AT HOME ABRO
HERB WiLLIAMS-MiTZ

a 77?1[,61( Rovrees
by DIETZ & SQHWAI?.TL

MATEAIR

REGINALD GARD\NER. PAUL HAAKON VERA ALLEN
ORIGINAL BROAUWAYCAET OO 25 Spectacular Scenes

A Vincente Minnelli Production

THE

(**a rad

&th PLAY AMERICAN

Tomorrow (Mon.) Evening at 8:40
SELWYN THEATRE

(“the finest acting institution in this if not in

AWAKE AND SING?

by

greater playwright than Eugene O’Neill

THEATRE SOCIETY

GROUP THEATRE

any other land”)
—New York Herald-Tribune

(“the best play of 1935”)
—Néw York World-Telegram

CLIFFORD ODETS

ever was or will be””)
~—Heywood Broun

and THEATRE GUILD

y D(d a Hice of supertien g
bufld the Great Pyramid? Ate the 9
® tales of the sinken: continents of Atlahtis %
7 and Lemuria legend of scientific fact? Do you knots
about the strange culture and wisdom which these
peoples of the lost races left behind them? The secrets of '§
the anciefit mystery schools liveson. Learn the truth about the W,
hidden power of mind and the (strange forces of life and soul.
These are but some of the faA,cxmtmg subjects of this lecture,

FREE LECTURE -

All Are Welcome «» Come and brirg a friend to hear Mr. C. A. Poole,
National Rosicrucian lecturer, makeithis forceful addresa. Also, SEE
and HEAR the motion pictures, “The Human Crucible” and
“Lemuria, The Lost Continent.” {There are no fees or collections

Tonight MASONIC TEMPLE. BUILDING Sunday
3P 32 W. RANDOLPH STREET May 3
The ROSICRUCIANS

NOT A RELIGIOLS DISCOURSE

With Talking

Motion Pictures

(AMORC)

LAST §
TIMES

AUDITORIU

FAREWELL SEASON

8. Hutok Presents Col, W,

De Basil’s

DE MONTE CARLO
MORE GLAMOROUS THAN EVER
TODAY 2:30—Lac des Cygnes, Union

Pacific, Aurora’s Wedding:
TOMNIGHT—8:30—Cotillon Thamar,
Spectre de La Rose, Prince Igot.

UN. MAT.—Hundred Kisses, Botinue
antagque, Bean Danube. SUN, EVE,
—Botogue Fantasque, Punblic Gardens,

bnectre de Ia KRoss, ypsy Dances.
MON, EVE. — Sylphides, Tricorne,
Aurera’s Wedding, TUES, BVE,—Pub.

lic Gardens, Scheherezade, Choreartium,
FINAL PERFORMANCE WED, EVE
Boloque Fantasane, Choreartium, Spectre
de La Rose, Beau Danube.

Eve. 55¢c, 83¢, $1,10, 1.65, 2.2
bMat. 55¢, 83c, $1.10, S1.65,

1800 W, MADISON ST.
STADIM ™ xame &

COLE BROS.-CLYDE BEATTY

k

ALL NEW THIS YEAR

FAR BIGGER AND
GREATER THAN EVER!
Good Lwat 40c to $1.65, None Higher,

'1 GJ’\E Now Bonc Fl(,thln—- Store,
adison—and Stadium Box Dffice.

BLACKSTONE 'H‘\if‘““ﬁﬁt’i}at‘)‘r‘»

ENGAGEMENT BEXTENDED
TWO MORE WEEKS

“THREE
WISE

Adustin
.Rr,m- ‘8
’:M‘r”
Comedy

(A4 Federal
Theatre

FOOLS”

Unit)

v

LA PREMIERE
THURSDAW E\LMN(, at 8:15

AUDIT ORIU\stF ATS NOW

The Season's G 1t in Opera
LODO\ ICO ROCCH tlunal New Opéta

in Ln;{lph I

Franco Ghionee of 'a Scala, Milan, Conducting
with Raisa, Jagel, Eustis, Royer & Ruist
19} IPA1 Y OF 200 INCLUDING
DETROIT SYM[’HONY Orchestra

MUSICIANS
ART OF M(l‘:[( AL RU%%IA, Ine,
Superb Chorus of 65 ces
YAKOVLEVA’S hAL[[T RUSSE
of 25 Solo Dancers
In co- operrl/'mz with the

DETROIT CIVIC OPERA

FRIDAY E., MAY 8
Borodin's Spec fztm'/('r Opera in Russion

PRINCE IGOR

with PAL'\I’R U ANTZOVF, DUBROVSEY
NE PUERST, Conducting

SAT. M AT. & EVE, THE DYBBUK

$1, $1.50. 82, $2.60, $3, $4, No Tax
PLENTY OF LOWER "’V’ICLD
SHATS AVAILABLE

National Music Weels
Gala Performance

THURSDAY, MAY 7
Iliinots Symphony Orchestra

125 Musiciang
Unit of Federal Music Project,
FREDERICK STOCK, Conducting
RUDOLPH GANZ, Piano Soloist
ORCHESTRA HALL
Tickets Now on Sale at Box Office

Main IFl, 388ec, 60c;

WPA

Bal., 8%¢, 60c; Gal,, 28e

BERTHA OTT ANNOUNCES
M

STUDERA Next » tay b
TUDEBAKER Tuesday &
(‘HICAG() [\'1'3(}1'1'.\11—[”].\1\'16'.‘.‘

AICOURT

Eﬂ

Seats 83c to_ $2.20, box office now.

STUDEAAKER % STNDAY %48

at 3:30
PTANO RECITAL

CARA VERSON

Seats 8¢ $1.10, $1.65, box office 'vm\
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