AR-R-R- | CAN'T

GO OUT, WITHOUT
MEETING THAT

LITTLE IMP-

.~ e,

(' THAT KNIFE 14 LOST IT THE
NIGHT |'RAN OVER THAT PINCHER
BRAT, FIVE YEARS AGO- AND TO
HAVE IT TURN UP AGAIN, AFTER
ALL THIS TIME, AND FALL

INTO HER HANDS-

AH, THERE, ANNIE-~
AND HOW ARE VYCU,
THIS BEAUTIFUL
MQORNING =

OH, 'M FINE,
THANKS, MR.
PINNCHPENNY-
IT 1S A SWELL
MORNING
ISN'T (T?

LATEL
SOSISs

CRIPPLED GUS PINCHER GAVE ME

73

FUNNY HOW FRIENDLY MR.
PINCHPENNY HAS REEN TO ME
- WHY, HE'LL DO ANVYTHING
I ASK HIM, NO MATTER WHAT IT
YESSIR- I'VE BEEN LUCKY
SINGECPOOR ALITTLE

EVER

THIS RUSTY OLD KNIFE-
THIS SURE

YER .
IS MY "LUCKY KNIFE= ’

NC ONE HAS GUESSED
THAT I BIT THAT PINCHER
KiD- THEMBWERE TOO
DUMB TO RECOGNIZE MY
KNIFE, OR CONNECT-IT

WITH HIS ACCIDENT-

”

TN

WHEN SHE ASKS ME TO SPEND

i,
//// v/

/

WHY , IF IT EVER GOT OWT —\
THAT 1 CRIPPLED PETE PINCHER'S
BQY, IT WOULD MEAN MY RUIN=

JAIL- DISGRACE~ “AND SHE

HAS THE CLEW THAT CAN

PROVE MY GUILT-

BUT VLL NOT TOLERATE THIS

7

LARGE SUMS FOR FOOLISH CHARITY,
| DARE NOT REFUSE- | MUST PRETEND
|| TO ENJOY THROWING AWAY MONEVY
! | ON THE FAILURES AND WEAKLINGS-

;%///é SHE'LL RUIN ME, YET- BUT

W DO2

MAYBE SHE DOESN'T REALIZE THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT KNIFE~- BUT
| DARE NOT EVEN QUESTION HER
ABOUT IT= AS LONG AS SHE HAS
THAT KNIFE, | AM IN HER POWER=-

wY

MUCH LONGER- AT LAST | SEE

MY WAY OUT- IT'S A DESPERATE
PLAN, BUT | CAN NOT AFFORD
TO BE SQUEAMISH-

e A N S TR o

AT Z it
THE INSURANCE
HAS LAPSEDR ON THE
FUTILE!'S :HOUSE-

IF 1T SHOULD BURN,

LATE «SOME NIGHT---~
WHY, THEVY'D LOSE

EVERY THING-

e R T R S ™™

YES, AND THAT ACCURSED KNIFE
WOULD BE LOST IN THE ASHES,
WHERE T WOULD NEVER BE FOUND
AGAIN=- THE LAST EVIDENCE
AGAINST ME WOULD BE LOST-

7

HA-HA! AND OLD FUTILE, AND
THAT LITTLE FIEND, WOULD HAVE
TO GO TO THE COUNTY FARM,
THEN- NO ONE COULD EVER SUSPECT
ME- NO ONE WOULD EVER KNOW=-
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T

D IHATE TO . .GET M

pEsme

= | SHOULD BE WEARIN' Y S ot HERE ~ 1 T's Given ) | i UG

HAT WET- THE PAPER RUBBERS AN' LUGGIN"AN || [ 1T COMES- MAY BE HA! THAT'S Ser -rrgfﬁ\:'G%cg N 666@““
HUMH~ WRONG AS USUAL- BRIGHT DAY, LIKE THIS! L MAN KNEW WHAT FOOLED VE TO 'GET HOME L t\ =
) _;\ HE WAS TALKIN' MR. RAIN- BEFORE IT Hb ,hq")
e ' BACK- = Qk

COMES

WHAT'S TH’ USE WORRYIN’

ONLY TH!' /

'VE WORN

TOO SMART GFOR 'EM= . LLOUT () Qi 1 YRAES,
% TH WET=- | AND NOT
e KEEP ME Q| A DROP O
- WEATHER EYE G5 WATER EVER
PEELED~ K&\ TOUCHED
1T YET-

afs

=’




