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The Circus on Parade

(1% EY, RUBE!”
The cry came again

in the high, piercing
voice of the old ticket taker.
“Hey, Rube!” It was the tra-
ditional alarm call of the circus.
A squeal from the bandmas-
ter's cornet stopped the musi-
cians. The tuba player, deaf-
ened by his own broad - belled
instrument, pumped out two or
three solo grunts after the oth-
ers had dropped their horns and
streaked for the tent door. An
elephant man, carrying his
hooked pole, and the lion tamer,
pistol in hand, trotted briskly
in the same direction. The
clown, walking on his hands,
reached for a broken ax handle
and brought it up with him as
he snapped over to his feet. He
and the aerialist who came slid-
ing down a rope followed the
others to the aid of the door-
man.

By CHARLES SMUTNY

Twenty - five or thirty gate-
crashing town toughs surged in,
intent on “cleaning out” the
show. One drew a revolver and
began to fire at the lights. Sev-
eral husky baggagemen, led by
the proprietor of thgk show,
hastily tied handkerghiefs
around their left arms, so that

friend might be distinguished:
from foe, and converged on the

mélée. The rowdies, surprised
at the prompt and well organ-
ized resistance, abandoned their
wounded and retired to the sa-
loon up the street. A whistle
shrilled and the circus perform-
ance continued.

Until recent years brawls fre-
quently interrupted circus pro-
grams. Sometimes the towns-
people divided and both sides
were reinforced. A general en-

gagement might endure for

hours and wreck thé show. In
pioneer and mining eomimuni-
ties firearms ran up catastrophic
casualty lists. Fights were a
part of the fun, an expectable
hazard in the business of enter-

Jennie Rooney. aerial-

ist, swings into space

for one more circus
thrill,

, danced on the tight rope.

THE SCENE: Better Fabrics Testing Bureau,
New York City—Official Fabric Testing
Laboratory of the National Retail Dry
Goods Association.

THE TESTS:

1. To determine fabric purity and construc-
tion.

2. To determine fabric washability or dry
cleanability (depending on type of
weave).

3. To determine fabric seaming strength.
Note: These are only a few of the many tests
made to certify CROWN RAYON FABRICS.

THE RESULT: “There’s nothing left to chance)’
says Mrs. Harriman. “After these tests
you know absolutely that CROUM
TESTED RAYON FABRICS will give satis-

faction. It's perfectly amazing that these

good-looking CROWN RAYON FABRICS
are as reliable as they are beautiful.”

V. This fabric is a thoroughbred. Under the microscope its uniform
weave is being checked. With test iubes, beakers and Bunsen
burners, the purity of the fabric is carefully determined. As Mrs.
Harriman aptly said, “You can see it will not go to bits or pull
out of shape.”

3. And bere’s a test that is particularly dramatic. Mrs. Harriman
thought it most interesting. This machine may look like a grand-
father's clock, but it really checks to see that your new dress of
CROWN TESTED RAYON CREPE will not pull out or slip at the seams.
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We could not bring you to the laboratory, so we did the next best thing, and
have brought the laboratory to you. Margaret Case Harriman has been your
official observer. So the next time you are shopping for a new dress, some
new curtains, or draperies, or five or six yards of material for a new frock,
be sure to look for the Mark of CROWN TESTED QUALITY. It is your assurance
of complete fabric satisfaction, in a wide and varied range of merchandise

made of CROWN RAYON.
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2. Here’s where our CROWN RAYON FABRIC fakes the test for dry cleaning or wash-
ing (depending, of course, on whether it is a dry cleanable or washable fabric). It
is pressed and then checked for non-shrinkage, and color permanence.

Copr. 1938—American Viscose Corporation

taining the hard-working devel-
opers of a new nation.

Post - revolutionary America
boasted a few one-ring eques-
trian circuses and exhibitors of
curiosities. On the night of
April 22, 1793, George Washing-
ton watched John Bill Ricketts
leap through a hoop from the
back of his galloping horse, re-
gain his footing, and do a dance
on the saddle. He saw clown-
ing afoot and ahorse. By flick-
ering candlelight Spinacuta

Hackaliah Bailley quit farm-
ing his New York acres and
bought Old Bet, the second ele-
phant to cross the Atlantic. He
paid $1,000 for her when she ar-
rived in 1815. Bailey knew tha#
the first elephant imported %
America had cost $10,000 bac
in 1797 and had been displayed
with financial success. He
planned to exhibit Old Bet. She
proved to be so great an attrac-
tion that Bailey began to ac-
quire other animals. His
menagerie traveled between
stands only at night to avoid
free views of the beasts along
the road. Old Bet was shot to
death by a New England farmer
because she frightened his team.
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Because pﬂmitive roads, deep-

ly rutted in dry weather, became
unnayigable §treams after a
avys shower, several circus
played river towns
ats. S% e disembarked,
he toewn, and erected
8 for the performance,
towed floating theaters
gir shows. The Civil war
caught’' many circuses deep in
the Confederate states. One of
these, Castello’s, worked north-
ward up the Mississippi river,
preceded by scouts who surveyed
the sympathy of the towns en
route. “Dixie” performances,
with southern music and the dis-
play of the Confederate flag,
cheered secessionist towns, and
Union programs under the Stars
and Stripes entertained the
Union towns. Castello eventual-
ly arrived at Cairo, Il

P. T. Barnum was an old man
when he became associated
with W. C. Coup in a combined
museum - menagerie - circus. He
knew the value of advertising
and was a genius in getting pub-
licity. Though he preferred fa-
vorable notoriety, any other
kind was acceptable. He was
accused of being a humbug and
referred to himself as the great-
est humbug of his time.

In 1872 Barnum and Coup
opened the first two-ring circus,
setting a standard which was
shortly followed by other big
companies. Competition soon
brought in the third ring, with
two stages, and finally the four-
ring show. The next year they

bought a train of sixty-one ca
and sent out the first circus
travel by rail on its own rollin
stock. Conservatism and eco
omy amounting to penury gre
in Barnum’s character with t
advancing years. He remaine|
primarily interested in freak
and curiosities. Coup was t
driving force of the firm. Thoug
their enterprises prospereq
Coup retired from the partne
ship. James A. Bailey, a stron
competitor, joined Barnum
1880, and “Barnum & Baile
the Greatest Show on Earth
was born.

Ten pins was the price of a
mission to the Ringling brot
ers’ initial performance. It hg
been called a playtime circ
but it was the first expressid
of a quintuple ambition. Bad
in the early seventies Dan Rice
Great Pavilion circus made
stand at McGregor, Ia., whe
Papa Ringling ran a harne
shop. He repaired the leth
belts belonging to the circ
strong man and accepted in pal
ment passes for the entire fa
ily. The boys were deeply i
pressed with the wonders thg
saw. Five of the seven brothe
resolved to own a circus; n
some day, but now!

They divided their work. Eag
began to practice on one or mo
musical instruments. Charl
Ringling learned some stunf]
Al tried juggling and plate spi
ning; Otto trained a goat, aj
John was the clown. One
their features consisted of
series of pictures illustrat
children’s stories, painted in pa
oramic form on rolls of discar
ed wall paper. Canvas wag

tops’m% _westward - mov

ploneers “were sewed toget
for the Ringling brothers’ fi
tent. Their first performa
ended in a typical circus bra
or “clem,” as it is called in t
profession. A gate-crashi
neighbor boy had present
rusty pins for admission a
then offered leud and unfave
able criticism of the show.

__~Twice Bailey took the Barn
& Bailey show to Europe. D
ing the second foreign to
from 1897 to 1902, he left
Forepaugh - Sells combined ¢
cus to hold his American te
tory against the Ringlinj
When he returned the Ringli
brothers were well establishg
Early in the twentieth cen
the Ringlings acquired the Fo
paugh-Sells, and after the dea
of Bailey they bought the B
num & Bailey property.

One by one the Ringli
brothers died. Periodically {
Ringling competitors were 3
sorbed till John, the young
and only remaining broth
bought control of the Americ
Circus corporation and beca
king of the circus in Ameri
But John’s interest had shiff
from the show business to 4
collecting. For several years
had been importing paintin
doorways, floors, and stat
until the Ringling Memorial
seum at Sarasota, Fla., beca
more valuable than the cirg
property. Pneumonia end
John Ringling's career on D
2, 1936.

Although many of the smal
shows are motorized, the larg
circuses still travel by rail.
the Ringling Brothers and B
num & Bailey circus some 1,
to 1,600 people, more than
thousand animals, and three
lion dollars’ worth of equipmy
must be moved efficient
whether the “jump” is 25 m
or 300 miles.. More than
double-length cars are used.
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ATTENTION

Boys
and
Girls

Everywhere

he BURNY. Ccuous

have been moved to the

COMIC SECTION

where they will be found
each Sunday hereafter

See Page 12 of today’s

COMIC

SECTION




