Chicago HSunday Tribune

June 6, 1937

On June 10, during the height of the Mexican war,
] 847 the Chicago Tribune, with faith in Chicago’s destiny
and determination to print a newspaper which would
be “neutral in nothing; independent in everything,” began
publication in this building at Lake and LaSalle streets. The
first issue, printed on a small hand press, consisted of 400 copies.
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Less than a year after its installation of telegraphic
] 850 news had brought Chicago a month nearer the East,
the Tribune installed a ‘““power press”’ with the power
furnished by a pony yoked to a revolving shaft. Chicago streets
were first numbered and lighted by gas.

The Tribune rented its third home, at 53 North

] 85 Clark Street. Circulation stood at 1,200. In this year

the Tribune, having bought in 1847 the plant and '

equipment of the Gem of the Prairie, merged this weekly with
its own weekly edition begun in 1849.
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Two years later, while gold fevered forty-niners

] 849 rolled out of Chicago California bound, the Tribune
lost its first plant by fire and became the first western

newspaper to instal- telegraphic news. The Rumsey school,
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shown above, stood at that time on the site later occupied by
the Tribune at Dearborn and Madison streets.
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Lincoln’s reference to the Tribune’s ‘‘devotion . . .
] 859 to me personally, last year,” acknowledged its sup-
port during his debates with Douglas which the

Tribune printed in full. In 1860 the Tribune became the first §
newspaper to advocate Lincoln for the presidency. : i
: l 9] ] une’s first beauty editor
: to Keep Well,” “Friend

People,” and ‘“‘Advice to the Lo
were started. Following exposures
Tribune, Senator Lorimer was un

As alert to attack abuses as in every subsequent
] 85 period of its life, the Tribune exposed the activities
of a group of “wildcat bankers.” In a futile attempt

to intimidate the Tribune, the “bankers” hired a gang of thugs
to damage its plant.

Lillian Russell became t.

1912

When the Civil War broke, the Tribune rushed cor-
respondents to all fronts. To furnish more continuous
news of the war, the Sunday Tribune was started
May 26, 1861. This year saw the last merger in Tribune history,
its absorption of the Chicago Democrat.

1861

g

1812

When the assassination
] 9]4 Prinzip, the hatless ma;

war, Tribune correspond
hand. Sensing America’s eventual
fought for preparedness. The follo
made its first appearance. To pro
Tribune acquired its first timberlan

One year after the fire the Trib-
une built this larger home. Here
in 1883 it installed its first tele-
phones; began printing pictures daily in
1885; opened its engraving department in
1887; and saw its Sunday edition grow
from eight to seventy-two pages.

Chicago’s great fire burned the
1 87] Tribune’s new home to a shell.

Two days later, undaunted and
carrying the message “Chicago Shall Rise
Again,” the Tribune resumed publication.
One month’ later, its editor was elected
Chicago’s ‘‘reconstruction’” mayor.

Following the war, in which
its activities in behalf of the
Union had brought it national
prominence, Tribune circulation grew to
30,000. To take care of expanding de-
mands, the Tribune erected its first build-
ing at Dearborn and Madison streets.

Exposed by the Tribune, a plot to free war prisoners
from Chicago’s Camp Douglas, shown above, col-
lapsed. The Tribune joined in the protest which led
President Lincoln to rescind General Burnside’s order suppress-
ing another Chicago newspaper for its Copperhead leanings.
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On a huge blackboard erected on its building the Tribune
] 898 posted the latest Spanish American war bulletins. It
scooped the world with the news of Admiral Dewey’s
victory at Manila Bay. The following year saw the Tribune start
the “sane Fourth’” movement, and stage the experiment which
resulted in America’s first shore-to-ship wireless message.
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The Tribune
] 902 erected its third
building.Comics
in three colors had been a
Sunday feature since 1900,
in four colors since 1901.
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Potent among the factors which brought the World’s Columbian

. ¥ LF.
] 893 Exposition to Chicago was the editorial support of the Tribune.
Other cities had bid for the Fair, but Chicago topped all bids with

one of $10,000,000. Shown above is part of the record ‘“Chicago Day’’ crowd
of 700,000. In this year the daily circulation of the Tribune was 75,000; that
of the Sunday Tribune was 125,500.
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Halftone printing intro-
duced. Second picture
printed was one of Queen
Victoria and Prince Edward, now Duke
of Windsor. Campaigns against cor-
rupt utility franchises succeeded.
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The Tribune began to convert pulp wood into paper in its
own mill at Thorold on the Welland Canal. Remedial
laws were passed as a result of the Tribune’s drives
against loan sharks, clairvoyants and medical quacks. The Tribune
issued its stringent financial advertising code, the first ever formu-

wspaper. It inaugurated the ‘“Friend in Need.”
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A total of 268 Tribune
]9 men joined their coun-

try’s forces. The Tribune
started its “A.E.F.” edition in
Paris. In Chicago it initiated the
“Silver Skates Derby.”
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The Tribune presented to the U. S.
] 9] Senate the first copy of the Versailles
Peace Treaty to be seen by that body;
founded the ‘“New York Daily News’’; put into
effect a program providing employes with pen-
sions, bonuses, insurance and other benefits.

1921

| seven hundred years of armed strife and re-
. moved British troops from the Irish Free State.

1934

“Coloroto,” developed by the Trib-
] 922 une on the small experimental press

shown above, became a regular Sun-
day Tribune feature. A back page of news
photos became a regular daily feature.

Preliminary parleys arranged by the
Tribune London correspondent led
to the Anglo Irish Treaty that ended

To encourage clean sports, the Tribune began the Golden Gloves Tournament,
America’s greatest amateur boxing contest. Attendance at all the Chicago bouts
exceeded 30,000 with all profits going to charity. To provide crime fighters with a
new weapon, the Tribune, at a cost of $40,000, installed Chicago’s first. police radio system.
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Coming to raise their own voices in community singing, as well as to enjoy a program
] 930 offered by crack bands, orchestras, choirs, famous soloists and dancers, over 100,000
persons jammed Soldiers’ Field for the Tribune’s first annual Chicagoland Music
Festival. A Tribune man was the only correspondent at the coronation of Afghanistan’s king.
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National baseball leagues in game arranged by the Tribune. Despite world wide depres-
sion, the Tribune ordered new high speed presses, costing $1,250,000; increased color
comics to twenty or more each Sunday. A Tribune editorial inspired ‘‘streamline’’ railroad era.

]g 3 More than 49,000 fans packed Comiskey Park to see stars of the American and
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Four weeks after a Tribune editorial
] 935 suggested the agtion, the coastguard

steamer Escanaba advanced the
opening of the Great Lakes shipping season by
smashing a channel through the frozen straits
of Mackinac. Three Tribune articles inspired a
nation wide drive against syphilis.

The Tribune Experimental Farm
began operations to aid farmers im-
prove production and increase in-
come. 80,000 persons attended the Tribune’s
first annual football game between College All
Stars and a professional team. The Tribune
held its first Woman Congress.

The Public Service Office opened to aid
veterans file bonus applications. The Illinois
Supreme Court decided for the Tribune in
the $10,000,000 libel suit brought by the city of Chi-
cago in 1921. Designed by a prize winner in Tribune’s
$100,000 international competition, Tribune Tower
was completed. :
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An historic victory for the freedom of the
press was won when the U. S. Supreme
Court, reviewing a case fought by the Trib-
une through the state court, declared unconstitutional
the Minnesota ‘“‘gag’ law which had suppressed a
small weekly for exposing political corruption.

1931

Chicago got its first news of the Lindbergh
baby kidnaping from the Tribune. News-
papers subscribing to the Chicago Tribune

Press Service scored similar scoops in cities all over the

country. The Tribune began printing in three colors

on newsprint paper; scooped the world on the fall of
the Laval cabinet of France.

.The above mural picturing historic episodes

in man’s struggle for the right to freedom of

utterance was hung in the lobby of Tribune
Tower. Four color printing on newsprint was intro-
duced. At the burial of King George V. the Ttbune
correspondent was elected to represent the American
press at rites inside the Royal chapel.
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Trus through the years the Chicago Tribune in numer-
ous ways and on nany occasions contributed to the
social, economic and political welfare of Chicago and
the United States, and perpetuated the resolve of its
founders to print the news—completely and without
compromise.




