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oprownmnvm in the stiute Iomdwturv are considering
a Senate-passed hill that would Inwm' the voting age in
Michigan to 18. If the House dApproves it, the measure
would have to be submitted to the voters es o constitu-
tional amendment.

This is not a new proposal.  In the 1940°s er(» was ni-
tionwide agitation for its adoption, Georgin lowered its
voting age during World War 11, With- 18- vear-olds being
sent to Korea through the revived draft, the measure again
is receiving econsiderable attention. . .

Prominent among the arguments supporting the i
Jowered voting age is one that maintains that if an 18-
vear-old is old enough to fight he is ofd enough to vote,
This assumes there is a connection hetween fichting
ahility and voting ability. :

the dictatorinl quality of militarism  has
been considered  harmful to the demoeratic processes

- Career military men are not given the right to vote, This
is an admission that democracy depends on different quad
ities than the armed force It shows that the pelitics!
awareness noeded for nitelligent voling is-not the same as
the ahility to carry ot command aceepted without ques-
tion from higher rank.

On the other hand; an Rovenvaold draftee is likely o
take considerable interest in potiey decisions when one of
them his foreed him to give up his civilian independenee
and has sent hind to Korean, Lowering the voting sige would
grive these mep with o vital stake in politicsw voiee in the
way the country is run,

Traditionally

tlo

Also given the franchise would€ be thousands  of
civilian 18-vear-olds.  Thix has heen justified on “The
hasix that their ability and interest is as great as il
will be when they are 21, By the time a person reaches
18 he either has dropped ont of sehool or has ||M re-
ceived hh high school diploma,

““The hn'h school stident “idene are primarily theovetical

_ After working tor awhile he Gnds s political and ecquomi
outlook changing This mav or miy not show gpin the
ballot he easts, ;

In collegre &fndents thr-development i« oheervable, Com
pare an 18yearold freshman with a seniof, oF even a
sophomore,  Compare the badis for their political beliets
This will show whether an I1Rvear-old’s voting  ab ility
equals a 21vearold’s. i

1t has been argned that high schoot ctudents would take
greater interest in Thies oLt if they pcould vote within
a4 vear of graduation.  The logic of the Aatement ean be
turned aromnd P AY soon al o perden hecomes o voter he
takes o greater anterest in politiés Cortainly the large
number of fion voters ovier 21 proves the falseness of thi
argument’ .

Voting qualifications are highly mhm‘m\ Amer-

jenn voting hahits have undervone considerable crit
icism.  People who have stwdied them have questioned
the number of intellizently east voted at each election.
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IF YOU'RE.AN AVERAGE SMOKER
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