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farme th a sweet

dustrious wife, and five Licalthy, obe-
dient children. His cottage was so

neat, and his little garden so full of

fruit trees and vegetables, t

1at every

traveller stopped a moment to admire
them 1 P road pass d close
by | 1nous i e s sometimes
called upe to eIVe rhted

strangers; this he always did cheer-
fully, and gave them a neat, plain
supper, and a good bed. Farnver
Davis v 1 man who served God,
with his whole household, and qul
the Sabbath as a holy«lay of rests
Every Saturday night “all work Wwas
laid aside at sunset, and the even-
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ing spent in preparat
ties of the

on for the du-
iy.- It was a
that it was
* house of
1zhts hanging
about the mind. * He 1sed to say,

following d

maxim with the farn

dangerous to 7o into

God, with worldly thox

that external service was a poor re-
turn for infinite goodness “Let us
serve God with our hearts,” he
would observe, as he took up his
caken staff, and led the w
church on the Sabbath morning,
Ruth Davis was a pretty girl of fif-

teen, but none ever said ‘that she was

y to

vawn of her comeliness.  She worked
hard with her mother, and was so
0 '|"!Hz

] obliging, that all the
.}l nmrs 1ove

coveted fine

neiug her. .She never

, and would
' of wearing any
thing above her stafi m 1in society.

have been asha

Once, when she was about (ixiiu'n'n.
she went ¢

y liome some work
e lady in the neig

ibourhood.




This lady was a proud flighty wo

man. She took great notice of
Ruth’s beau and said it was a

pity she should be disguised in home-
spun. Ruth did not very well know
what she meant, but when the-lady

gave her a fine neck-lace and a gau-

dy shawl, she could not help Z“',!“":
generosity.,

finery,

prateful for so much
Next Sabt
and her father started, and held up his
hands when he saw her. ¢ Where

18 my neat daughter Ruth, said he
to her? Whe ken her from me,
and put a Jezebel in her

place®”  Poor urst into tears,

and laid by her unseemly covering;
her father th kissed heyy, and said
she was a good dutiful dauchter, and
they went ly to ehurch. From
this time, she never would accept

any thing unbecoming her station:
and seemed, in particular, to have a

disgust towards every sort of finery.




lhere never was a happier fﬂmi]y

than Farmer Davis’s, and yet they

had their share he evils of

this world.  Their two first children
taken from them by terri- 1

and Mrs. Davis had

tor two years in great hu(lil_‘y’

had
ble

ring. 'l had no sooner got
oV hese ., than their cot-
tag burs )y the carelessness T
of a ty and all their household
furnitu ost in the fl S.
1 iings were borne with pro-

per fortitude, and no one ever heard
t repining word from their ]i])s‘.

They kn it there was a bitter

re of evil with the pood of

th world; and i never came into

Ltaeir heads, that th 'y sho ild not have
full 0

Whe tuth was turned of fifteen,

rentleman called at the farmer’s

1 ring a storm.
He was a handsome man, and con-
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v 1 so sensibly, that the time of
his stay seemed very short. When

the storm was over, he t 1 kind
leave of the far ly, and s he was
comimg to live in their neigchbour-
hood, and hoped to see 1

Next 8

immediatel

ed very glad to meet them all
few days after he called in a
some ;.‘,_. ind sat an hour at the mill-
cottage, as farmer Davis’s house was
called. From this time he made
frequent 5, and at last, asked

leave of the { ldress Rufl
whom he declared |

thought wisel ioned
matches ar nd he
judged from the rentleman’s AP

pearance, that he was in a higher sta-
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tion t} r’s. These thoughts gave
him 1 uneasiness, and he ex-
pre sed his feelings candidly to Mr.
Rose, which was the gentleman’s
name. Mr. Rose took what he said
in good part, acknowledged that he
was a man of genteel family and for=
tune, but persisted in declaring his
love for Ruth, and his earnest wish
to make her his wife. Poor farmer
Davis di know what to answers
he was a consistent man, and did
not like to «fwimﬂ from his old no-
P! wence and »l'ulll"lt‘ly.
ted his w 11'. who told him

eard a | character of
, in seve places in the
urhood. ¢ As for his being
ushand, said h!u'. '-111;1‘[

hing to talk of, in a country
[ am sure our Ruth will
'_L\ml) use of wealth if she
ts it; and she is decently brought
up, though she has not lady like ac-
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complishments.” ¢ But this person
is a str r,** persisted farmer Da-
vis, “he may not be, in the long
run, all "'l»l\'"‘-" promises; and you
would not surely run the risk of
rl as our

throwing away such a
Ruth.”” ¢ Fie, fie, hu
claimed Mrs.
dreamt of your be

and,” ex-
“1 never

% 50 ~'I-lri{ 10118,
charity ¢ which
“ Ah, but

lied ].w'. “chanty i- one

Surely this is not t}

Sure
thinketh no evil.
wife,” rej
thing, and
ther, and in my thinking a man may
have them th. I did not refuse
Mr. Rose she

cause I suspected

orldly prudence is ano-

rirom the storm, be-

of not being

what he seemed: but
him n g 1
tle more s character. [ have
lived too long in an eyil world to
judge by appearances. Charity
teaches me to wpe the best, and to
be loath to discover the worst; but




it does mnot

goodness will save us from a rash

12

require to run off

me

into d er, when it ]”l'bnlblv
) e. Come here, my
r R hat do you think of
R ) wanis ln supply

{ both father and mother

) I and hung her head,

plied firmly, that she thought

e and interestings but

I nd to know enough

1 to le o1 an impur-

I [hat is my own
us take time and

sellors, and above

for guidance from our

We will lay

fore him in our pray-

1 k him to prosper it, or

3 his ¢ wisdom directs, If

for o o o accept this offer,
15t he v letermine our hearts

s favour; if not, we humbly hope




step.” Andafrofiatlils® tinfe, these
\unlh\ people Tever faited to sup-
ate aid, in their perplexed state
Jing. from the only sure g nde
to human blindness. But Mr. Rose
sfill continued his vis and Ruth
evidently favoured his suit, while
her parents seemed to leave the re-
sult ‘to that Providence in which
they trusted.

One bi

t Sabbath afternoon, Mr.
Rose drove up to the door in his
handsome gig, and told Ruth and
]ll‘l‘ ]1'.')1!vl‘!‘, I|‘.\' was come to 1HLI'
them to a review of truops about six
miles off. “«The road is fine,”
gaid he, “*and the moon will shine
to night. It is but 3 o’clock, and I
can whirl you there and back again
before nine

; come, get your bonnets,
the gig will hold you both conve-
niently.” But Ruth and

* Tl

their rev

1er mo-
it Comfort, hold

troopsat old p«
s on the Sa




14

r looked at each other in morti-
fied silence. The farmer. however,
irmly forward, and said,
you surely cannot hayve
en, that this i~ e 1|.|\ \-lmh
imanded to keep holy#?

we
& W 1id Mr. H )5€, In Seme
embart nent, ¢ have we not been
to church like good chris ? You

surely cannot object 10 innocent
Y on this, or any day#*?
said the sturdy farmer, “ we
commanded, in a [-. W came
'v from Heaven, o l'."/'/) the

Sabbath-day holy. It is not obserys
o s command, to spend any or
of this day in worldly amuse-

5. 0 thoughts should be
irned, withouti iption towards
Heaven. It is necessary to our well
loing in this life, that we should

this law; and our
to come, de-
During




this f-:ln-v«h. Mr.
clouded with so
but he Jo |
disappeared. 1
he, at lengt
)‘(nlll‘ pre) dicess but
not think the worse «
what 1 have b
a,»h.xln-‘.vu_ AS Y

me. I must bid you

must keep my appn
afficers of the reg
ing, he bow 0
(||1'n‘7r.l_\ dis
returned to t
ted: but thei
sad by this little inc
}

82 Sabbath breaker,”
Sand
thoug er |
when I heard

soldiers held the

Lord’s day, tha

was often with them;
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Sabbath evenings are all spent in
this way. He has never called on
us before on that day, and I foolish-
ly thought he was in the habit of
spending it in solitude.” « l’:lpa.”
said one of the little bo 8, ““Mr.
Rose told me himself, that he alws
t Sunday evening at the rn*\'ie{\',
at the gingerbread he brought

me, was bought there.” &It ja
enou d the farmer, after a
pause he hand of heaven is
visible in this discovery. Ruth my

you have made him no pro-
trust?”  « None,” said the
» “he has often pressed

me to bind myself by a promse, but
something within me has always
withheld my tongue.” ¢ The Lord
has been with you, my good girl,”

said her father, % our prayers are
d; even on his own holy day,
the God in whom we trustet_l,
vouchsafed to make known to us his

has




will in th
mains to us t hu
Ruth, my child, 1
to you. |
«_{-n-u| da
tian.” Ru
IH'! tears
She 1l

parents
door of her chamb
heard
was still: then

i the room, whi

the low voice of pray
it should be, wife

¢ our dear child i
where we kni
rience, the beliey

invain.” F
of Rose was
family.
that the ger
ed, that his s

he never returned

stifled sobs,
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tage. Ruth was for some time si-
lent and sad, but it was plain that

she struggled to bear her disappaint-
ment, and her parents had no fears
for her happnu S

Many persons thought farmer

]\ to l'v‘i»\:ct_
so good a match, lwx what was
thoueht a trifling reasons but he rest-
1 with his own conduct,
ittle about the warld’s

In the course of three s, Ruth
thriving young farmer of
rhood, who had been
mily llullu}nh”mml
d the solid esteem of all

sed
Ihis pr ed, as mi hit have been

¢ ( 'I 1 match. The chs
er of R s not the worse for

| been 1:.1‘1 by early sorrowj

had reason to bless the cir
ance that save strength and
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s mind. e husband
n, )Li bee !;(]”,

X

] admonition of

firmness to |
ghe had chos
in the nurture ant
the Lord; so that the most perfect
d between them, in

lilr most 1mpo tant of all \"I“i ¢

brous

s\ln;).mn existe

She never heard of her first lover,
for he quitted the neig bourhood
shortly after his rejection: but he
father told her the rumour about

was, that his principles
and his Pt
Ten vears after Rut Davis’s

py marriage, her husband was taken

ill. while he was absent on busine
in a distant neighbo Ruil
left her family in her I’s care,
dear | nd was -‘u'.i ring for her

kind attendan
and thankful to
ger; and as soon as he was well
enough to travel, they sat out in a
covered carriage, to return to their

Se was }.1”1'.'

| him out of dan-
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beloved family. 'They were several
1ys” journey from lmmo‘, and as
? nd was still weak. they
| 1 On the second
m overtook them, when
ey were still far from their intend-

d stage.  Ruth was much alarmed,

carringe driven out of
lic road, to a small house she
a distance. As they drew
izerable |]\\rHi||:,

ikely to afford them shel-
ym the storm. The enclosure
n down,

round the yard was brok

I 1 W 80 high around the
or, that they at first thought the
ace was uninhabited. Ruth, how-
ever alighted, and made her way to

door, at which she ]\nnrl\ml.-‘m(l
ced to be admitted with a

K friend, until the storm was over.
I'he door slowly opened, and a mise-
¢ looking woman told her, in a
iow voice, that she was welcome
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tocomein. Ruth carefully wrapped
up her sick husband, and supported

him into the house. A wretched bed,

covered with a clean, though rageed
. Ston one co of the
room. Upon this, he asked leave to
lie, as he felt fatigued and weak.
The poor woman civilly gave P
mission, and brought the only chair
which th ouse seemed to contain,
to “There 18 poverty and
misery in this dwelling,”” said she,
¢“but it can afford you shelter from
o1 Iy Y r.l
Iy, SI look

\ ched n
b now. there will be none
ur dinner.” ¢ But mamma,”
he child, ** 1 am very

wave had no akfast.”
poor woman hung her head, and tears

trickled down her hollow chee




Ruth was well furnished with provi-
ms for the journey, which were *
cked in a basket that she
nto the house with her,
immediately oper 1ed her stores

and gave a liberal share to the ||u|fz
famished child, who fell ravenously
upon Ruth then respectful-
ly offered the wee ping mother some
ke She accepted it hnmhlv
I thought that providence
to perish with hunger.”

You do indeed seem tobe in great

tress,” said Ruth, kindly, * but
t me who never forsakes those
who trust in him.”” % Alas!” said the
unto £ oman, ** I have not de-
servet is care. In my days of
prosperity 1 did not serve him; and
1t 1s but just that I should be forsa-
ken in adversity! Misery, however,
will m finish my life, and that
¢ hild will y ,-,'.!,‘l!.]_\ go before

15t have better hopesy™




Y, 't com-

said Ruth, comj ssionately,
fort often comes when we least ex-

upon us as your friends,

In'\I its look
and let us know the cause of j

present a

I'he poor ¢
at the voice ¢
the tears

not dest (
ole.” said she, ¢ but T will tell you

( child of I
who had been brought up in
, but wert fterwards re
y barely genteel circum-
stances. Things might have gon

been cor to give u ( S
of life; ey though s a degra
dation. and were always striving
against it. [ can remember when |

Was verv voung, set

Ccry one dav when a

to our house with a
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s cl AH was dressed very

ind when I ; lnrt my mother
what d S :{ her, she said she
could not be happy w I was
forced to wear such common, homely
lothes

came of a better

ly, than that spoiled
brat, and I cannot bear to see her
dressed in such ecoming clothes,

Nl you 1 this coarse ¢ !u!]: I then

I y 1 and asked my mo-
not afford lvx buy
; “yes, my child,?
'h[l.l’[:‘ri“l to

1 better. I have been
mit to such mortifica-
tou are a great deal prettier

\ 1 f them: and you shall
Iress as s your birth.?  From
me I thought fine clothes in-

appiness, My oor
<en mother worked hard fo
me, and I was always dre

y
ed expensively, and in the fashion.




Even then, T might have learnt bet-
ter things if I had chosen it. Next

door to us, hived a widow lady

an only daughter about my

sometimes went to see them, and
they were always neat and plain.
My mother once saw r]u\nml'm-- and

daughter, both eng

| ]“‘"A"‘ a
great deal of beauti t' | \\ml\ upon a
muslin flounce. \\:4..' said she
Mrs. Mereer, I am g
making something smart for Miss
Nancy, at

flounce is for her to wear to the gres

lad to see you

I suppose that
t
ball on Thursday; you must
the pattern, and my Kit

IVe me

ty and I will
work day and night until we finish
one like it.” ¢ No madan S said Mrs.
Mercer, ¢ you are mistaken in think-
ing this trou
for my
would

piece of work is
iwhter: neither nor I,
hink of spending so much
time upon an ornamental thing, if it
Wwas to answer no better purpose than
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to wear to a ball. 'We are members
of a Sewing Society, and spend all
o nice work,

our leisure time in do
which is sold to the rich, for the be-

nefit of the poor.” ‘Bless my heart,?
said my mother, ¢I never heard of
such a things and so, vou do all this
work for nothing? Well, I would
never do so. \‘_\' time is worth
more to me. It 18 all 1 can contrive
» my Kitty as smart as
her birth entitles her to be. Pvnplt',
oh life,
like to descend altogethers and
rthy to keep one’s
self up b d .47“\'." ¢ But,” said

to de, to m

who have been used to hi

Mrs. M r, ¢we have more plea-
sure in deing this work for others
than for ourselves. Mary does not

i WOL unces or go to balls.?

1 gaid my mother,
rrhaps you were not broug up
th proper notions of family digni-
g your pardon, [ was




wrong to say such a thing.’ ¢You

have not offended either of us.? said

Mrs. Mercer, ¢ and as you have SUL

ken plainly to me, ,“’:‘ will, T am
Al Ta

ve me leave to do g0 to yvou.

sure,
What

speak of?” ¢ Why,’ said my mother,

1s this family dignity that vou

‘it 18 a proper sense of one’s impor-
tance in society, and a desire to
l\«l‘]; it up, ;}u‘u;‘l we may be no
l“II'_lI‘I !i Z.‘.‘ '\\(H.' ‘l“‘l Ml‘\
Mercer, ¢in my mind, what you call
dignity. is better kept 1 p W

en we
cheerfully sink with our fortunes,

than when we strive against provi-
dence to maintain a show, which
never was, nor will be necessary to
happine or respectability.? ‘,\1_\
mother respected Mrs. Mew
Ihlllr_'
did, and the conversation ended here.
I mention this circumstance to prove,
that I was not altogether without an
opportumty of learning good things,

ect

she could not think as she




in the ¢ arly part of my life. But to
a0 On w my In\rnv\ My fashion-
able appearance attracted the atten-
tions of a very renteg | and a

reeable
man. He asked my father’s leave
to address me, and I was very will-
ing to marry one whom T thought

Il calculafed to make me happy.
It was soon found that he

dressed
above his circum

ances, as I did
hen we beran to
look into our affairs afier

above mine: and ¥

marriage,

10 “l["hl L our

5.  Howeve

r, we
at it would be mean to

of life, and indeed,
we had acquired no taste for any
other. We figured away a year or
two in town, and then moved to the
country to hide our povertys we had
no resources within ourse [\w‘-. and
tude was insu ipportable; as [
could not make it
husband,

both agreed,

alter our

agres M)lv to my
he soon left me to endure
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it alone. He was altogether a man
of the world. At first both his prin-
ciples and temper were good, but
having no religion to defend him
:|~.’;IEII‘|' Tv'lll'l!.l'i“ll. :un( be & ihlr.\n!l
into company with dissolute people,

he gradually gave way to evil exam-
ple, and was soon lost in all the bad
practices of the age, until h‘\ gaming
all our little substance was wasted.
I sunk into utter x|v~~'-::n. and the
child which you see, only added to
my misery. His wretched father
seldom came to seg us, until illness

obliged him to seek a spot to die in
||m‘mlu rance, the vice of our coun-
try and age, hurried him to an early
grave. His last moments were
awful. He was rumiln;.liiy crying
out, that God had forsaken him. and
he knew what his doom would be in
another world. Alas! I could not
comfort him, for I was utterly igno-
rant of the source from whi h, they




1e greatest wretch derives
comfort. He left us no me ans of sup-
porty ar d T was begir mng

despair
to think of trying to labour with my
hands, when'a fever by ht me to
the borders of the grave. What I
have

ndured in the last two or three

months, is not to be told in words.?

The poor woman obliged to stop
here, Ruth, kindly said, *this cot-

tage then, 18 not yours,” “no,* an-

swered she, weeping, ** it was oaly
rented for a year, and the time will
be soon out. ~ What I shall then do
for a shelter I know not. My father
and [ )

> both dead, what

property they left did not pay their

e no relations
'u]um wh
“ Had your husba 10 connexionss??
asked Rath.  Nobody |

he came from,” said the

used to tell me lattor

the least claim.”

new where
idow, ¢ he

1 at he took
the name which he bore, because’ it




he loved

was his mother’s, whom h
tenderly; his father was a bad m in,
and had quitted the country for
some offence against the laws. My
was Henry Rose.?
¢ Henry Rose,” said Ruth, ‘in aston-
“[ once knew a person who
it name. Did you never

husband®s name

mr husband speak of Ruth
“Ay! that I have,”

i, “he said s

was his

ther would

first love; and that her
not let him marry hex because he

1 Sabbath breaker. He used to
\ . . ol .
say, that Sabbath breaking had been

cause of all his misfortunes.

T
“ Po man,* said Rnth, T have
l\."‘ |‘\"v‘l‘ nt "\.* -]'&'-[’I‘I l’f.:'[il‘('
first led him to vice.” But [ see the

storm 18 oy

I must carry my

sick hushand homewards. “ Do not
think however,” said her husband,
**that you have seen the last of us.

It shall be the business of that once




32

Ruth Davis,

whom your hushand has
»‘ml en of,

to give comfort to his dis-
tressed widow and child. There
8 y and 41»;;. nd on it, she
good ivn nd to you both.*
\nm\wl and I"'“"I her hus-
band’s hand, \xml the poor widow
1ed tears of joy., A few davs more,
found the forforn widow and her
elple ild; under the roof of their
Is.  There she staid until
ployment was found for
ighbourhood. The
of Ruth, taught her to
pige the pride which shrinks from
I ion. She became a
rious woman, and enjoy-
through Iif e friendship of her
| th IJ(H- and of
m she learned % the way to be

v!
|
A
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