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SILVER DOLLAR.

but she
good while after you left her and came

downstairs. She kept lifting up her

head and peeg dt me, and saying
«J 1y ! Johnny !'

“ ] suppose she wanted me to play with
I piag

her, But Annie whispered to me to take
no notice of her; so I looked steadily on
my book, and did not smile, though it
was pretty hard to keep from laughing,







THE SILVER DOLLAR.

ments shall av
pose in the grav
Ull'l‘t‘ rm-,up_\- spi
the presence and serviee of God. Alas!
eted their

for those who, having neg

hatl then awike

duty to God in this life
npt!”

to “ ghame and everlasting «

John loved his mother very much,
and always listened fo hier converse-
tion with delight, especially when she
talked of these things. He was a
thoughtful boy, but yet of a cheerful

digposition and happy temper. Though

he was but tenn years old, he
changes and felt sorrow.
He could well remer

when his mother agd Mary ¢

¢ the time

1

d he lived

i theirown home, before his fatherdied.
He remembered when Mary was tuken,

for the first time, to church.  She was &
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sweet little child. And how his little

hrother William, who had been his

compaion and playiellow, was sick a

good while, and at Inst died ; and how

he was lifted up to kiss him for the last
time, as he lay in his coffin, with white
flowers wpon his bosom. e remem-
bered that his father and mother wept
much, and he himself felt very lonely

for a long time. And it was now only

two years since hie stood by his father's
grave, and cried bitterly when he saw
ide of Willie,

Then hiz grandfather had brought
bim, with his mother and .“'.n‘_\l‘.np\
Anmie the nurse, to his own honse, He
; but
often thought of the pleasant home 1]J|'_\-'

him laid by the

was happy and contented he

left, and of his own beloved father, and

especially of his I

t kind words to him,
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when he laid his hand upon his head,

and blessed him as he bade him fare-

1 * he hoped he would love

well, and s
his Bible and his Ss

i when
his life in thiz world was ended, he

r, that

rhit jni.'l. him in that ]|:|3.1|_-. world

where sorrow is unknown,

v evening John was

On this Sund

particularly happy. He lad just re-

nresent from his

ceived a hirthd

i veér |I;>l'i', new

grandfather. Tt
Bible, an the fir

wii# written,

2t hlank leaf of which

“ A birth-day gift to my dear grandson
JouN Morgris HapLas.

stor in the

% Remember now thy

dayz of thy youth.”

ndmothe

thig, lis grs

Besides r had

given him a siLveR poLLan, which she




do e
were spent wisely,  John, of course,

He he

felt quite 1 hi# new

Jible to the text, and

listene: itively to the sermon, and

ool a good ¢

thought he unds
He w

text W

the

y his m and gladly went
with her to her chamber, where he

o

chair before the

plac

ire, and Annie had dr

awn

up the table.

+ room, he said,
at Mary. 1

as any of the pictures

As they ente
& Mothe

ghe 1s

ke
K

il

look

I have seen in books; and she is

almost laughing now, though she is
sleep.  Is she not a sweet little sister T
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“Yes, my dear, she is

and o treasure for which v
grateful to God who

too, are a at comfort to

Mary is very young, not yet three
remember our

years old, and ca I
er and Will

own home, and your f:
but you are much older, and ecan re-

member them we

Your sympathy

has been a s

sorrow, anid yo

% (o ye into all the world

1d preach

the gospel to every creature.” This was
the text which John repeated to his
mother, and from which he had heard
the minister [\:u-:;--'.'. in church., It

may be found jn the sixteenth chapter




THE SILVER DOLLAR.

and it is the fif

of St. Mark's
tednth verse.

# Mother,” said he, *Mr. Mande-

that the word

menns ¢

Saxon word, a
What i

“You are not much acqu

o Saxon word

ed with

history 3 ¥ child ; but you can find

whie on your map, and

our forefathers came

you know t

from that country two or three hun-

dred years and that we

gome of the ancient inha

land, and we have ma
The

up from two words; &

in our It

bislile

, which

means good, and s

tidin Our Saviour came into the

: and when

woarld to bring goo
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his ministry here was ended,

the world

was about to lea

return to his Father, he told his apos-

tles, who had been with him n
the things which he ta
must tench them to others,
you have repeated is the
he gave them. God, in his goodness,

has sent us the gospe

happy ; and beca

ple, and wishes all to be

commands that it ¢ preached

to every creature

“There are many false religions in

g
make peo-

the world, but t

ple happy like Christi

they did nat come from God.  He whe

made ug, knows the hes

wt of man per-
foetly, and knows just what will suit

our necessities.”
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Speak ye comfort wbly to Jerusalem,
tha

her warfare is

and cry unto her

lishe

Hile kel
doned.” And in the ninth verse of the

same chapter the prophet says, ¢ O Zio

that bringest good t

into the high mountain; O Jerusalem
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy
voice with strength; lift it up, be not

unto the ecities of Judah,

afre )
Behold your God.' The wl
of Tsniah is fi

re

+ book

sautiful §

ting to the char r and preaching

benevo-

of our Saviour, and the
lent acts he ghould perform. Some of

these you have learned’; and I am sure

you know the song of the angels on the
night of his birth.”
%) yes, mother: let me repeat it to

you. It is in the second chaptor of




16 THE SILVER DOLLAR.

wateh over their flocks by

And lo! the angel of the

Lord ca the

W upon them, Y
ut them;
And

* not ; for,

of the Lord

the

you good tidings of
b shall be to all pes

¥ born this day in the

iple.

For unto }

city of David, o Saviogr which is

Christ the Lord, And thiz shall be a

gign aito you: ye shall find the babe

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in

And sud there was

@ InAang
with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and say-
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace, good-will towards men,' ™
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Tears eame into Mrs. Hollam's eyes

a8 her little boy r sted these versey

very distinetly, for she thought of the

time when he learned them. Tt was

the last Christmas before the death of
his father. John had then repeated

WAs

them to his father, w in Very

feeble health, * My son,” said he, * you

ised with the excitement of this

are ph
day, the gifts of your friends, the sweet

of  praise  yon

hywmns and anthems

hear: but as you grow older i w

I trust a higher and nobler joy will fill
your bosom at the remembrance of
and that

eoming into the wor

Chri

\-lll!'.!

you will better underst the
of the precious gift of God's only Son.
All things in this world are passing.
Your own father, who now speaks to

You, with his heart full of the tenderest
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affection, will soon be out

il your sight,

and separated from you; but his hope in

Jogns i ghvone, and 2 this oatwars

form decays, it will ¢

him, even in the dark o

shadow of denth.”

“1 shall never lorget those

John, “nor what my father said

o me w I ri et

Il am s father loved the Bi

cause he was o mindster, and I think

I should Yike to e «

vhen I am

a man."”

But first we must be very sure that
you love it as he did, and have the

same carnest desire to glorify God and

be useful to

men that he

had. And now, bef you good-
night, I wish to tell you, that I trust

you will value the book you have in
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your hand, not only for
1

ful exterior, and

grandfather’s gift, but chiefly bee
| :

good tidings of which we ha

it is God's wo

ﬁ[n‘nkill_'_'. and those

\\'11il'l] are our 1':’!"

life.”

consider his

John Hallam did
1

Bible a book to he used "I|i_'\' on Sun

days, and laid carcfully away all the

pest of the week; but e was in the
hnbit of wud

ing by himeelf, and when he

a chapter every morn-

down into the parlour to attend fi

prayers, he took his own Bil g

with Lim, and would find the chapter




a chapter
eree that
anid he

et and

men _in the

read thousan

wl and inte-

made

ks themselves—have reve-

Bible, and ealled it the

wmd  most  precions of books,

, then, children should

be constantly learning some-

ing from #. They may be sure

something now every

they will find

d if they should live to a very old
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llemt pl

age.  Itis an exe

one verse {0 men

During the week after this o
gation with his mother about the gos-

pel. John often thought of whi

gaid, and seldom ook up his Bibic
out wishing that every boy in the

world hed one. He knew that e

few of the boys of his acquaintance

had so handsome p onme as his;

it would be wrong to feel prond of
for the oufside was of very little con-
sequence, compared with the contents.

¥ He knew, also, that there were many

y int hetithen t

boys in the world, especiall)
lands, who had no Bibles at all, and

P perhiaps could not read them if they

hod, « :‘jummw.-' anid he to hims
% that T had no Bihle, and we
a country where the gospel had never

living m
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THE BILVER

been preuchied; how dark every thing
il the
W

would seem 1o me, and how wic

lu-..E-.i.- must be! I should

Saviour,

ng about God and th
}

any th

ar the pleasant

and I ghould never

bells on a Sonday;

sound of the

and, worse than

what wou

came to dic any t

resurrection. I am sure father
and Will

if I mn o Christian, I shall meet them

are safe with J

agnin,  Mother tells me that we must
tot socvow as those whe have no hape,

in, and

for the dead will all awake ag

ore sOrrow nar

wor heatfien

things. How

be to know the

pel could be preached o

I wish the g

EVErY creature.
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12 went

Two or three times, befi

1o r-il--.'|| at night. it came into his mind

that bis dollar the mis
gipparice. It might buy a Bible for
gome henthen child.  Perhaps this

wonld be spending it well, in his grand-
maother's u]flniuu_

ite make up his

Jolin could not

ing to part with

mind that he was

his little trénsure; but we

and hy to what

after he had the

Arntie Mac Laurin, who was enm-

ployed by Mrs, Hallam

» of her children,

pssistant in the
, whom ghe

was an excellent S

hind known from her childho wd in
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n deep interest,

an aged woman,

v

entirely 1. She lived in a

gmall cottage about half o mile from

the residence of the Morris fon
She
fwo childven,

quite young, and her

such as to secure the respect of all who

knew her. Her = had for some

continued to

and his wife, who w

voman, took the very best

ahundance of every thing

there 18 an

+ family

but rich
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in podliness and conte

row was not & stranger in that humble

x1 God to ts

dwelling. Tt had plen

vo little childrent who )

to hin
been the

worthy

o Hr Onee T wee
gee hor mother, and, when the weather
Whs ilj.il Asant, _‘-i.;]'_‘.' Jong
with her. 1 would ae-

company t 1S Very

of children.

hut loved to

on her

voices, aud to ta

and stroke her soft hair, and talk witl

her. Mury of 1 & nice bunch
of flowers to
thered from |

There was n neat




THE SIL

but

afforded

was o

o much

she was,

1t on receiving

The kitten
too, and be
s good frolie I||l ¥

Sometim A

children; fur she

wis
had

Wi

» which
John, T
Pilgrim’s
Agnes ha

many yes

which

for

woutld neve

and

i.l|'. ures,

Mrs.
greater
plensure

to eee A

mes would sing

gimger in her day, a

ully.

Progress,

1 kept

be tired of lo

VER DOLLAR.

Morris's garden
variety, and
to Mar
&In

her gift.

young as

with de-

.\IJII'_\'

many

Know

I to

he

O Bee and

hud e er.

to the

had been o beautiful

nd still retained her

in their

charm for

edition of

st the

ORIng

about

questions
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them. Some of them were very won-
derful, such ns Poy i Pagon, and
Ginnt Despair, and he could net quite

eomprehend them; bul
admired the picture of the Shepherd's
Boy in the valley of Humiliation. He

looked so peaceful und quiet there, in

the green pastures, among the sheep
ond lambes and the book eaid, that
he had more of that lierb called
“heart'seage” in  his bosom, than
many who were elad in silk and
velvet.

"y . - A

This was his song:
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Agnes iently
Jolin's

thing to hiw as far as she was s

answer all

luin every

ind although she was n poor woman

of education had
he

ose  advantages

been extremely sma

A

from her, because shé

v thi
had long been : and
ed that

cter

refinement and &

which true religi

Winter had passed away, and the

summer had now

Just r
st, az Mrz. Morris wos walking

in the garden with her little grandson,

mMorning,

One ple

brea
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she said to him, “Ounr rawberries
look finely, John: they

remarkably well this year, and we

@ horne

that if you

have such an abundance,
know any family in the neighbourhood
that 1 none; I should like wve

mugh to send them some. Can you

i

think of any 1"
S Well, grandmother,” replied John,

mother;

“there is Edward Wi
ghe is sick, yon know, and perhaps

ghe would like some. A

poor; grandmother?  Edward do

come o school

him in Sunday-school, and he wenrs
very olddooking shoes, though his
i ole

%1 am glad you spoke

clothes are alwi and tidy."

that fumily,
my child, I must go and sce them.

Indeed, 1 bave heen intendipg to do
a*




You ask me

ered them

if Iiu-_'.'

COonsk

¢ i8 nm o induass

hard-working man, and they

ared to live comfort-
18 a sore trial,
and it

The

filgon must have

]

bring

g with it

sickness of Mm
inereased their expenses, and perhaps
has obliged them to deny themselves

they have

wfternoon, ¢ will take

some other
to Mrs, Wilson. T bes

've you come out of school early

iruit, nx

it is Wodnes-

home at four
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o'clock. [ shall like very much to go
with you.”
John was ready in goo

off with his grand

errand of k
talked about

Morris asked Jo
boy Edward Wilson
he appeared to be

little: boy; but the

apt to behnw

f espocially

presence
those whom

ascuston
ed to see very often, and generally

their young comp

mates could form the most
ppinions of their real tempers and dis-
positions.

“ Why, grandm

wer,” gaid be, “he




i what would tease any other child,

school, he used to ask me often to

seldom  get

DOLLAR:

uld call & very gentle bags

eard him sy any thing cross,

sometimes T has

seen the fears
+ into his eyes when other boya

rude to him. When he went to

about  his I

sons; (you

older than lie is3)
to say that his mother
to help him, as my mo-

, and did n

ot know o8

hooks either, thot she

wrcl i

er. In one woy

r I became pretty well ses

nted

th him; but now I only
him in l, nnd then
wee to talk with

for you know our teacher does

aking to each



ather when
hoge he is at ho

#J8 not that he in the little gar-
den?” inquired Mrs, Morris as they
tame near the house,

“0h yes, grandmother, that

Will yau lot ma go and speak to !
#Xes, John, yon may stay i

garden. with him, while I take the
basket and go into the house to soe
his mother.”

John followed lis
ﬂmuu}_’_h the m
the garden, whi
and Mrs. Morris was
Sugsn Wilson, a ne
about thirtecn yenrs of
will leave her quietly seated in the
house, and look after the boys in the

garden.

mother

off fito

But we




w bending intently over

ries, when John laid

, and eaid,

i Edward,

“ How glad

ou so busy about hore,
don't You come 10

o usged tada ?

[ miss

ave the kindest boy

n; at rate, if

good 46 ever

been to me, they must
if 1

you all my troubles, T am

b feel now

llw,
1, and 1 am glad
1 can talk with
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you, and I know you will feel pleased
beenuse I am pl

“Well, »
it 1 know
that is bad,
Come and s

and tulk to

il now.”

yvou shall tell me al

your mother is

nd I am

down under

VOur eousin.

brother, o

The two

on the ¢

ward began his story
#¥ou see mother has

Spevernl weeks; very sick,

mnd I have been sy n
would die, that I could

plessure in

hawve been lying awnke a long

T.hi]l]tilll'.'_ how dreadful
Jose her, and wonder

eomi of us. The only thing that

r what would be-




that

My ll!]‘l

think how I would try to obey and

v thing, if she could

ter. Susan said it was &

she was old enough fo

wer and us,  But she

Father

is obliged to be ount at work every

155 and little Tommy

care of We hove
o hire n womsn to come and wash
once every week, and then mothers

st o good deal. That i8

to take me out of

we have

wed in every way that we could.

But then I do not mind beig oak
use T am gled
g care of Tom




rthet feols

iy ; and

able to listen, sh
read to her. Sunday-school
1 wdd [ always

likes to have me

you know,

does mot cost any

go there. Mother likes me

go, and when she was

Ways gave me a cent to put in

missionary box ; but 1 do nob have it

now.
% Yes, you shall,”

interrupting him; 'i have five ce

avery week to do just what 1 ple
with,
r!h'".“

pocket,

purse, 1

three conts
“ But you
going to tell v

ard all T am
Edward, “1
off, and have

shall soon
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wi to give away,
187

care of them,

Do you my strawberry

I have taken the w
hesides the rest of our little garden,

We only raise o few things, for

father has very little time to spend in
it. He only shows me o little, carly in

the morn

1g, before he goes to work,

morning the doctor came out

after he had mother, and

said he,
“Your garden looks nicely, Ed-
wet to feast

[ suppose you ex

I, ‘1 do not want

them ; mother will have as many as

think may eat, and I am

ng to sell the rest.
Then the doctor

id,
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d, I think you wili

w4 Well, Edwe
certainly 1
snd T wigh you to bri
berries 1o me a8 fa
I will bay them all,
whatever you ask for them.”

&1 felt very thankful, and then ven-

tured to ask him what he thought

f money,

v good s
r your straw-
ek them.

oL

bout

mother, He spid that she was a

deal better, mnd he thought sl
be quite well in n fow woe
John, you do not know how happ)
1 eould not keep from

would
Oh,

this x me,
erying”

“f do not wonder you were
“and T think I

over-
joyed” mid John,
should have eried for joy too, if T had

been with you.”

#Well,” continued Edward, # [ know
me, s0 I will

you will not Is
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s000
trnight
1 1eeled
thank Gaod he had heand

and T thonght T ghonld

and pray to Him

1 more I want to tell you,
unly thing that troubles

enid Edward., *Charles

ening to come and

strawberrics, and I am afradd
He al

me, and lately, whene

loved to tease

r Lie is passing

and sees me at work, he stops and




THE SILVER DOLLAR

lpoks through the fence, and

ake good care of them, Ned, for 1

i

a feast when 1f|,-} are

eXpect to mak

ripe.

% That would be a shame,” said John

indignantly, “and he shall not do it
if 1 can prevent him. No; I am sure
he wiil not: he could not be so un-

kind. But 1 must go now, Edward;

1 see grandmother ecoming out of

: o pome o

nvited

ll"!l‘ ElU'l'I*'.‘ some t
then, bi

r him good-

leisure; an

night, went home with randson.
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While John had been ligtoning to
Edward's .-l=:1_\.:"u| »_'\'?|]E-.|[||i).i:|'_.' with
him, Mrs, Morris had found exerciss
for her benevolent e s in the

wis pl

hiouse, She ased to find Mrs,

Wilsont getting better, and inguired

y Ed-
a good,
» all that

umily digr

1 be usefil
ld her to place

8000 08
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THE

1

he could be spared
ghe would pay his
father should
aggain.

It is inte

W -_;ll'.l._-

ting to observe how our

heavenly Father, who even

the fall of a sparrow, wa
this little boy. IHis

1 over

anif rh.\'flfult for
Bamble prayer, whea he ponred out

wfore God, wns not un-

iy sorrows

noticed, nor disvegan
ehild who re

be encourag

seurel prayc

thanksgiving for every mercy,

dication in every time o

with sup
need.
But if Edwand'zs mother hod

meoventd, ought he to have

pow-l that God did mot hear him?
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5 not always answer

tly in the way we

but fervent, faithful prayer

wys brings down a blessing of some

If God bad taken her away,
it would have been because it was

better that she should die, and for

goMme very wise reasor which we

might not have un

rstood. Yet He

would have blessed Edw and pro-

vided friends to take care of him.

1 will not do any thing unwise or

i# love:" a when he

ts those who trust him, he

always does it in kindness. We know

that the sun e shining

1 the time,

n hide him from our

When the sky looks dark and

gloomy, and the rain pours down, we

do not feel discouraged, and think it



idu.iv
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to our-

will I\h\':l_\'- 1

n the storm

gelves, “ By and by,
s over, the of ik away,
ll
ghining and the fair \
fien every thing will lock move fresh
and be 1 s
when s

md  we
uricd

] un it did

TOWw

gloom over us
» _'!II.-

a storm, we 1t Grod

wd love,

gits above it all, in
we ought,

There

mgly

and if we trust in Lim as
He will 1w i ichl
1% nothing that
to draw our ti
towards God

death of dear friends, 1t shows us

ife iz, and how help-

8 a

fieqven, thao the

how uneertain 1
laes we nre in ourselves, and teaches

us our |i{-}n']1|_!\‘||\;|_- upon God.
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AR.

ing united ngain with

our I «l friends in heaven, is &

powerful motive to preparation for it
dorhaps John Hallam was a wiser
boy than he would have been if

trothile had not made him thought

; and he might not have thought

so much about heaven if he had not

ed that his father and brother
were there,

Thus we see that afflictions may

essingd,  Some

become our greatest bl

1 hest people, and these wha have
greatest inwand joy and peace,

ly afllicted, and
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THE

1 tried, and

His faith and trast had beer

found sincerc,

I have said that Jakt wasz a th

: that

18 N0t Surpris

ful boy; and
he should lie
bour on the mght af
Mrs. Wilson'
salian Wi

for more than an

, and felt that

muedi interested in
be should be de
in hia power to o
UOpe thing he determi
was, o find some

ed to do nny thing

or please him,

Oharles Nelson from
berries, which he hal so ea 3
fivated, It was o shame that he
ghould alarm him by v threat,
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be cruel to putif

was really angry

new he

1 the next

morning, and he made up his mind

went to

what was

mind, as well as all that

ad said 1o him the day bes

¢ that John was

ed litn agninsg
to ( i tind sadd
y to any dis-

feelings spring

it

rekitid

them. T} :I_.:]\




mildly and off \
to hin son. He will bhe much

Inore

been unk
show an
':3:15' ireits

matter we

if he really wa

tome home with you, nnd we

bim some,”
41 will try, 1

As John wns W
gaw Charles at o lit
bim. He soon ov

went on tlogether.

t
Mrs. Wilson's house, tl
the fence, ;

1
LUharies

garden, picking strawl

peak, but

stopped, and was

John took hold of his and said,
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“No, no, Charles, don't let us disturb

" said

t stopping,
sed on,

I like to tease Ned, he is s0

mly Bomes

i ; and he cries as ensily

say he is very t{enders

d Johm, “and he has lately

has been

ild come

when they
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THE SILV
were ripe. Of course, 1 was only in
fun ; for you know we have plenty of

feuit st home.”

“But he was afraid you were in

it made him

. § P
earnest, ang

badly in

ahout his stre
all be told me, yon would never say
any thing unkind to him agnin.”

% Well then, John, T shail just stop

m &chool, and

there as 1 go hun
tell him 1 di
not be af f me. T am

re T would

not do it for the world,"
H :III"

John was very glad of

boys stopped to-

after school the
. : T

g\‘l]'u.‘]' o aee 1'.".\\:|||1, ;-.‘.1-1 hig heart

wos spon &et at case about the mat-

ter.

When John

told his mother how




had no intention

Ldward, and yet

he

He knew
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cottage ta carry n small parcel to

Agnes. It wns townrds the close of

the day, 1 by nm-

gelf and had no one ¢ with, he

found entertainment

" their

the song of the

summer  verd
hinds, and the w
his feet, all caught
filled hiz heart with a
happiness. As he came
Mys, Wil

his way, he

j.\lt_’:l-:ﬂn it would be to have I.T—

waurd join him in

termined that he would stop

myite him. Edward's mother was
[
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accom-

quite willing thot he

r John, and they set off in very

looks

id Edward.

John, “so I have

s I came along; and

ee v 1 pretty bunch of wild flowers
I have picked on the way, I shall give

them to Agues.”

“ Put lind. Will she care

[l it must

s 1 have

mather,

she conld

!l:un'!l;

our way

tell me

; and




how you m

berries.”

and has Ik

get me ready.  This moming 1 ca

% to the doe-

the last of my strawberr
whitle,

tor, and he | i
Only think of it!
whole dollar, snd told me 1 deserved

it, for I had earned it. 1 was sur-

ind fie was poing to pay me

prised

)t as

80 mueh mor

king. But as 1 intended

my money with Susan, T he

back the ar, and asked him to be

y give me twa hglf dol-

8 .‘-'"'“'E
lars instead. Then he gave me two

to gi"('

bolf dollars, and T am goi




THF
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one of them to Su

i to-night.  Now

think I am one of the hap-
s in the world? T would not
wes even with you, and live
in your beautiful house.”

The boys had by time reached

place, gitting near

work in
knew John's voice
and when he

\\llf)

» gaid she was glad

have a vigit n Lim, and inguired
about his mother
J

mother's errand, and t

gave her the parcel with his

n laid in her

had brought.

1 Agnes, "Ihey
w them all,

gh I capnot see them now. Here

are very swoet, and 1k

thot
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THE

1 dais and

. all old friends

[ delighted in them when

tekl

are hone

sweel-bri

of mine, {

I could go and gather them myself,
and lock at thelr beau

eolours Even now, I ca

remember the lesson

the lilies,

our Saviour t

nee in
» grass of the

es for the *fowls of

God, who 50
field, and pr
the air,”"”

not unhappy Be-

“Then you are

" said Jufi‘:?r_. Iti-

easa you are blin

Quiringly.
# Not unhappy ! my dear child. No,
ight than

indeed ; for 1have o bett
that of the sun: it s the light of God's
countenance. [ had many years of
h and the perfeet use of all

goodd hey
Illl||| came

wy faculties before this afili
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upon me, and I remember these vears

with

in the dust, it is :
il T eannot complain,

| the Bible to me, and
ce in my
rward to
y ghall
f But without
case should be sad in-
and dark-

ness within. 1 often think of the poor

deed

heathen,

the gosy
to all the world

John, in this

ind I pity them as

hout the true light




very Sun

money 1or

, do not strive to

charitable

imitate the example of our meek and

lowly Saviour. T have known a child

who would go to church and Sunday.

in educating some little

pssist perl

African gir or }

in the kaowledge

Ins=a \\'hn

forgetting that much will be required
of those to whom much is given, And

& child in a Christian country, whe
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does not try to be a Christian, i8 no

better off than o heathen, and has a
great deal more to answer for.

rowing late, and T must 1

not keep you a0 good- !

night, and may God

you both, |

and make you Li

The moon and stars were out when

1A ll-ll_'ht,

John drew near hi

imself that beau-

nn which almost all children

have learned, heginning

he was de-

: uncle William
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, th make a

had arrived, unexp:

short visit.
John was favourite with

WS & #iror it~

this uncle, m

nent between them He had

s and

ed into John's

amusgements, and Jobn would hardly

have told his mpst

even to his mother wi
an to his !
Mr. Morris lived i

a distant city, they
al-

Nothing

could

pleasure than i d on meot-

wlour th oven-

ng his
ing. The next day he was allowed

home from school, thist he

to stoy

t epend as much time as possible

his short vigit,

With hizs uupcle




—
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v Mrs, Morris

t two miles

withed to go to town, a
distant, to make some purchnses, and
proposed that her son and grandson
should a ‘COmpi

Uncle Willia

durin

her in the ecarriage.

taining

1 most

A at the place.
He goon, however, found enough amuse-
ment in the store,  While his grand-

mother was engaged looking at the

+ examined a

variety of fancy d for

eale.  Among them

nired an historical g

peared to him one of the most attract-

ive things he had ever seen. Ie in-

il‘.l;l"'] the
dollar. After

at it for a few moments, he laid it

which was just one

looking  thoughtfally
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down, and took up a doll which was

It was dr 1 in blue

VEery pri

silk, with a n little bonnet of the

game eolour, and a ;u-lr-rill-- of velvet.

In ita hand was

funny little hem-
feet

John could
“Oh, how
The

him

stitched handkerchief, and on

a pair of bronze

not h

that 1

woman behind the con

he had better go and ask hi and-

mother to buy it for his sister; but he

replied that he would not disturb her,

a8 he knew that she was ver

y busy,
and then he walked to the door and
dited quietly till 1
was ready to return home.

Now his uncle Willi
wl Jol

the store, how thoughtful

W

grandmo

had parti-

eularly nc movements in

he had
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looked those toys, and then with

what an air of determination he had
withdrawn himself from them, and
he felt pome curiosity to know what
in the child's mind, He I

¢ to him about it, however,

at the time; but in the evening when

alone,

snid to

l]l--‘\' were 1
him,

“T noticed your admiration of those

toys this morning, John ; did you wish

to buy them

1 at t

and did not seem to know

John wos a little surpr

ju
exng

ly what to

“Come, now, John,” resumed Mr.
Morris, “1 must ask you to tell me
frankly what your thoughts were about
them.”

“Why do you care about my
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ihoughts, unele " inguired Jobn, look-

ing up with some surpri

“1 will answer your 1||J\'_-[i\\:1, my

hoy, and then you must answer mine.

Thoughts have so much to do with

actions, that they are of

portance.  For instance, if
thinks a great deal about himself and

hiz own ease and comfort, he is sure

come selfish, and to appear

while, on the other hand, if he think:
less of

and those

meelf and more of his friends

round him, he will be much

more likely to be generous and oblig-

1 poor man keeps thinki

ild be a great deal happier

if he were rich, he will be very apt

scontented ; but if he puts
away such thoughts, and rememoers

that a good conscience is better than

s
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money, and that h waess that

if he ¢

@ may

just as well as if he were

i}

rich, he is in the sure way to be happy.

dren sometimes think their parents

unres ble when they will not allow

them fo have their own way, and do

what they please. This n s them

fretful. If they would habi

wlly say

to them

ves, ‘Father and mother

know b

what iz proper, they
reat denl

would save them

of unnecessary trouble, and be more

So you see thut

our character wnds very much upon
I 3

the kind of tho

wWe encourage s

and it is very natural, as T feel

great
interest in you, that I should care
chts, You looked sp

Litful this moming

about your thou

particularly tho

that my curiosity was excited, and I
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felt that I should like fo know what
was passing in your mind.”

“Well, then, uncle,” replied John,
“it is o secret, but T will tell you

sbout it. On my last birth<lay my

grandmother gave m
LAR, and told me I might spend it
Jjust as I pleased. T have kept it until
now, and have been determined not
to _»].u-m': it till 1 had considered well

what would be the best way. When

I saw that game this morning, I was

1se I thought

tempted to buy it, beca
it would be wery entertaining; but I
had made up my mind last night what
1 should do with my money. and ¥
would not break my resolution. Then
when 1 saw that beantiful doll, I
thought I fhould like to buy it for

Mary, but I remembered my resolu.
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tion, and T knew that Mary had many

play

hings already ; so 1 would not

look at them any longe
h’;-l'l'
John," said Mr. Morris, “and now

fohm  pax

will you gratify me still far by

telling me 1 you intend to spend
your dollar "
“T am going,” replied John, (with

gome diffidence,) “1 am going to put

it o the Sunday-school missionary

becanse 1 want to

box next Sunday,

do making the

nimng towar
children who have no schools nor

ministers, as ha ns we are who

have them both.”

Mr. Morris was much pleased with
all this, but hesitated to commend
his determination, lest he should

IlW'\\k\'ll in 1!‘!.‘: young IH':II'L o 1\.‘(.‘“![{;
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of pride, and thiz would stain the

purity and simplicity with which he

had tried to conigecrate his Httle treasure

to God. Before parting with him, how-
ever, he said,

“T am very glad, John, that you are
going to spend your SILVER DOLLAR
in that way, and I am sure you will
never regrot it. ¢ The silver is mine,

and the gold is mine,' saith the Lord,

and we only give liim his own wien

we make snch offerings.

At length winter came again, and
with it John's eleventh birth-day. It
wis o happy day to him, and his en-
joyment was not a little increased by

the following circumstance.
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When he awoke in the morning he
saw a strunge-looking p.nl‘mj'l lying
upon his table, and when he examined
it he found his own name writlen
upon it. What was his surprise, on
opening it, to sec the very same doll

and the game which he had admired

s0 much, when he was at the store

with his indmother and unele, in

the summer! DBesides these, there was
a lotter directed to himself, So he

hastened to dress, and then sat down

to read the letter, as follows :

Dear Jonx,

This parcel is intended to reach you

on your birth-day, and I hope it will

give yon pleasure. T send with it my

best love and wishes for your h

ness, Above all things, 1 desire to
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soe you advancing in true wisdom ns

you grow in years and stature,

I cannot ex the satisfaction I

felt at my last inte v with you,
when you were kind enough to tell me

d the

it

how you had d

silver dollar which had been

yvou for pocket-money |

to see that you could adhere firmly

d

to a good resolution, alth

rou conld find

1 tempt

to break it; and that

enjoyment in the exern

of benevolence than in the gratifica-
tion of your famcy. Continue, my

v, to enltivate such o dispo-

I am sure you must have ex-

perienced  already, that it is more

bleszed to give than to receive

You shall have the pl
senting to little Mary the doll which

asure of pre-
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you thought ‘she would like so mueh,
and I hope you will find the historical
game both entertaining and instroet-

ive.

You may be sure that no history

ean be more interesting than your own,
to vour affectionate Uncle,

WiLLiam.







