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THE PILGRIM BOY

OHAPTER I.
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his wife ad property and had no «

St
and morn
to be seen leading thiz little Doy

h to her school a mile distant;

telling him little stories out
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find them disturbing the people as they en
or return from the house of G

» can set at nanght
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and the history of the pilgrim boy
hathope. The truth that had
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ded fruit, altl
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THE PILGRIM BOY.

is hand on his head.

what are you doing he :
ing a gq uuAul dor

I will goon

have him.” ;
to see you so cruel; what harm h

innocent squirrel done you? Now 3
gee I am a big man, and you are a little boj
1f you were down in that hole, and I was lwu‘
pouring water on you, would you not tl
was cruel and wicked? Life
that little innocent ¢
God made it to be happy; and wl
try to kill it? When I was a little b
e, “more than fifty y
one day drowning a squirrel, just as you are
thiz moment, when a good man came along
gaid to me nearly the same I have said to you:
it so affected me that 1 ne forgot it; and
from that day to this, I n k inno-
cent creature un The p boy
left the squirrel, l‘ul never forgot the lesson.
When any little animal came his: way, he
thought of the good man’s reproof, and always
respected him for it. *The words of the wise
are as goads.” A reproof for cruelty given
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boy by breaking that promise. His inclination
80C sttled the question. A lie was a lie, he
the and he would the course tha$
wonld give him the t fun; so he set about
planning another lie to deceive hiz old mammy,
and no doubt Satan aided him.
st was goon ready, as there was
lone on Sunday. ITe said he could

not cat he was sick ; he drank a litile

tea, moaned a go eal, and tried to look
pale ; but all the time was scan
old mammy’s eyes, which se wl to s
not quite sure about your sickness. It was
n time to go to church. He put in his plea
of sickness and a hole in his shoe, and §
sncceeded in getting leave to sta
by promising to read all ¢ 1d commit to
memory the one hundred and ~1“tr enth Psalm,
Rouse’s version.
The other boy soon came along, and pave
the signal-whistle to start. The old lady w
not gone yet. The pi 1 boy, to get 3
safe, took his psalm-book, and said he would )
out to the barn and learn his psalm;
the other boy was waiting, he left the
the barn, and pushed on to the thicket with his




THE

trap. While in th
comes along
a little later than
field to save distance, ver)
him. She caught a glimpse
name was ealled alond, She came to the p
found the trap just set, which she soon demol-
ished, broke off a birch limb four or five feet
long, took her boy home with her,.shut the
door, and applied the birch till the red came
yery freely. Ie promised very earnestly never
to tell another lie, or trap partridges again on
Sunday, He was soon was and dressed,
and on the road to church, with a sermon on
the terrors of the law, two miles long, preached
to him by the way; and a similar one on the
way home, in the presence of some of the good
people that went the same road, who fully ap-
proved of the whole. M
The pilgrim boy never forgot that day's
preaching ; it was the best sermon he had ever
got; he not only fi
heart. He knew he had not only t
mwother, but had offended God; he had told
one lie to hide another ; and if he had escaped

t it on hLis skin, but in

punishment in the commencement of




hood and
it have been
Thirty yeal ter il ilgrim boy
stood by th I 1 good woman,
in the same roc re the rod had been so
Tectually applied, and with tears of titude
thanked her for that very whi . If he had
succeeded in deceiving her by o falschood that
day, the next tin ranted to s at home,
another lie would ha
geen how one lie seems to make
sary in order to escape detection
hardened in &
2, and eternal rain hereafter.

1 lying and Babbath-breakine. Yo

¢ an t God, or your own con-

science. “Be sure your gin will find you out;”
and better for it to find you ont, and 1

ce here, than to find you out in

entance, One or

er is eertain as the oath and promise of

God can make it. Take warning ; avoid the

first inclination to filsehood, and a liaz s doom.

duct of the pil v, he broke

three of God’s command ts: he broke the
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ninth by telling lies, the fourth by breaking the
Sabbath-day, and by lience he broke the
fifth: “Honor thy father and mother, that thy
days may be long in the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee.”

This command of the decalogue stands first
in our duties to man, Write it on the tablet
of your heart. It was written by God's own
finger on a table of stone on mount Sinai, when
the mountain quaked, as if warning of the awful
consequences that would follow its violation
from a sin-avenging God. Look again at the
first word : “ Honor™ your father and mother,

by obeying cheerfully all their commands, ex-
cept they command youn to disobey God ; not
waiting for the command fo be repeated—not
saying, I can’t do it, or I don’t want to do it,
or delaying us long as you can, to avoid pun-
ishment.

Honor your parents, '\nt only by strict obe-
dience when in their 1t, but by your good
conduet when out of their sight. See that boy
cursing and fighting in the street. Listen to the
people as they pass by, saging, “I wonder what
kind of parents that boy has; they must raise
their boys like heathen ; that Im_v is a candidate
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they intend to repent

if they are unconyer

ashamed to be seen praying, than to be

cursing or 1 in tl
Let the sons of pious
they are the representativ heir parents
when out of their sight. The goo ral char-
acter of the son shows that b s respectable
parents, and tl iis po re honored.
g to tl
¢ ient, even
wrong. Their
you are still ignorant,
im boy was very small, he would
hours to old people talking, that he
might have the benefit of their experience. So
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to begin with. I do
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uld never
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community whose fathers
and a widowed mother has the responsibility

Do you obey the commands

of boys in ey

ry

are in their graves,

of their training
of that

over your disobed

ther ; or g and mourning

Have yon begun to

think you are too large to be directed by that

mother; that it is wnmanly to be led by her,

and or you to set up f elf? If
vou eelings, banish them as you
would t of murder; they will lead

oun to slight all her maternal counsels, and
w over your disregard of her,
it of a self-willed 1
kind mother
othed
fant
a boy

wrn in sorr

e thor

How pain{
I ng to be controlled by t

who watched ov his 1
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ful forbearance of God to let him

I have seen such boys in the prison, and be-

and in the solitary cell.

Could we expect any thing else of a boy that
would not obey his mother? Could we expeet
him to obey the laws of the land? No; the
will that » gtubborn to yield to the en-

treaties of a tender moth vill soon trample

on the laws of the land, and all legal enact-

ments. It has been a pecy

men, that they revered

Saviour in his dying agoi

digeiples, * Behold thy moth

of the best men that ever lived, ar

can find one that slighted the advice
mother. Look at the father of our conr
the immortal Washington, and Bonaparte the
bero, and hosts of others. They were not too

wise to be controlled by a mother.

those who act the j [ father or mother to
you? 1If so, you are bound to obey them with
the same fidelity as if they were your own par
ents. In some respeots, the obligation is eves
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CHAPTER VI.

IT might naturally be supposed that what the
m boy had & ed, with the good inst
had received, would have cured Lim of
But no; he had a desperately wicked
heart ; he loved the father of lies more th
loved God, and all he cared for was to g

his evil desires.

commence hard labor, of wl
fond at that time. When the season eam

planting corn, he was set to drop the se
the furrows. It w work, and he

quite delighted w

evening, on his way home from the fiele
mel the Loy who led him to break
id tell his first lie.
that they should go 3
pilgrim boy w
@ orn to plant, and he d
he could get off from his wor At last, by




the aid of e y, & plan wa

was this, The measles were prevaili
sighborhood, and he was to feign hi

with that discase, and after all hands were

gone out to their work, slip off creck

with his hook and line. All the

laid to the best possible advan

fishing. After he 1t to bed,

trap came io his mind, and 1

easy ; but as it was not the?

he could escape, and it wou

his promise with the boy.

When breakfast was ready, he said he ¥
, and could not '\Ll t

of the mqgh‘.)m'imm
cide that matter.
camination of all his symptoms, and pronoune-
tall a fabrication to get ¢ of work, and

said she could soon cure him with a good hick-

ory. She took him in hand at once, and in less

than five minutes the ytoms were all
except a redness of t in
rod, and he was on his way to tl

work without any breakfast. This cured the




pilgrim boy of lying,
iitted, none ever gave lim so much
distress as that one, especially from the fuct that
sminded of it almost every day by those
ed and heard him tell the
e

ies, and it brought into his soul the first real
8 for sin he ever felt.  He became o
alarmed in consequence of it, that he was afraid
to be alone at night, lest the devil should come

and carry him off alive.

You m [ten told such glaring
falsehoods a i y did ; but have you not
dissembled to hide yor 37 When asked

ave been

1
od de-

y W Lhheld
but the smitten of
3 o warning to all
Thex y §i ZrOWS mor
an this, If you t ie to-day, and gain
indulgence by it, and escape punishment,

will tell another to-morrow

and in a short time the habit will become

strong that yon can hardly speak the truth.
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< cheer-
ed his son
How
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r the erime a two-fold
rents and friends much to

do wrong ; but to know
then tell lies about i,

nes more.
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Now, my dear boy, if you have been in the
habit of telling lies, when you read this, resolve
you will never tell another; break off at or
from o habit that leads to ¢ wee, and mak
you & companion of the devil, who was a liar
om the beg Some boys get into the
habit of lying by relating every thing tl
and hear with some addition to if, mak

wonderful tale out of some trifle. The

3 3t will 1

ien you have told a li

k
about it, has it not given

t diztres T ¥ could not

g ter his lies; and 1 b known many a
boy that was afraid to lie down at night, af
telling lies.

The pain and she
all the pleasure any
By contracting such a habit, you will
hate you You will be carrying in your
bosom, W on earth, the w
dies. You will be always dreading detection
and fearing exposure, You wil wdually be-
come ashamed to loock any one
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up your head like o man. Men of
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many other failings, b
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hope y relrieve his bad luck,

y the back way.
on¢ night
thiz pro-

He resolves to

The money is soon
t he-

nown that some ount
in his house,
ecth

t

ped o the
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has gone to the ecard-table
20 amount of money in his




possession the matter
po; n awak

B and

oted at quietly.

buys a bill s, he twenty-doll

note. “Wi 1 y from, Mr.
B? Mr. C;, who was murde g
; I put my nax

te

from me
had never s
B got it from Mr. D
o the mur I
umstanc
condemn hi

a jury of his country
In a fow wecks he
ascends the scaffold, and is launched into cts
rhaps h
e :l‘l'j\‘ f'.” th
vain. They sink in sorro
slush to liear his n
no faney
fact known to the writer.
Yon have seen, from the history of th

grim boy, the narrow es
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bavo spent it too. Let me entreat you to shun
cards as you would a seorpion ; toueh not the
deadly torpedos, or they will produce g moral
paralysis that will deaden the soul to every
virtuous emotion, harden the heart to every
other vice, and blot out ery hope of heaven,

Very recently the writer was sitting alone i
a dark room, when it was entered by six men,
all intoxieated, noted gamblers, when the fol-
lowing conversation took place among them,
“Well, Jack, how much do you make and lose
Gach year “Last year a little oyer £5.000.
“Bob, how much do you handle annually 2

“Why, for the last five years, over $40,000 a
year, and T am often without one cent; and I
tell you, boys, I have been at it fifteen yoars,
and yet am not worth oua dollur in the world
tonight; and during the whole time I have not
seeu one day of happiness, 1 might as well bo
in bell, and I eare not how soon I die.” This

led to & general expression of their feelings;
all spoke of theip misery : their property gone,
nothing to depend on but the uncertainties of
the card-table and faro-ban ks, and half of them
with femilies to support.  Any vice continued
in will bring ruin, but none more certainly than




you, and of the Son of God

who died to redeem you. May God add his

blessing, and s the or from soul-

destroying vice.
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CHAPTER X.
DNIVERSALISM—BAD BOOKS

Wz have now traced the pilgrim boy
advaneed step by st op, and we find cons

By
God's vieegerent, is still at work, and the

0 , when alone, he would
weep and pray, resolve o break off sin and
turn to God; but in a fow Lours more, he would
wish he had never seen a Bible, or that those
portions of it that condemn liis sins had been
left out. At other times, he would try to per-
suade himself that the Bible was not true, In
this, Satan was always ready to suggest doubts
and difficalties ; he thought more abo Melehis-
edek and the witch of Endor than abont Jesna
Christ.  Up to this time he had never met any

it denied the great evangelical truthg of
ianity, nor had he read any books on re-
but such as tanght those truths,

this time he met an old rolmate,
older than himsolf, who kad recently
salist family, and was
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f zeal for this new faith. oon advanc

ntiments, the same tha

w to the
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swould justsuit him, if it were only true.
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boy brin
al punishment of

prove the eter
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timo the boy [

should remove o

even locked forw
]
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Le took very cheer

Treati At
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THE PILGRIM BOY,

desires of hiz heart, Tie folt moral ve
nearly goue, and entered on
gins that would have made Lim shudder a week
before,
oon as he read the book he returned it
Jallou's * Notes on the Parables,” and
read with delight till he came to the parable of
the rich wan and Lazarus, when all his hapes
seemed to be blasted. The reasoning scemed
foolish and absurd in the extreme, and ke was
sadly disappointed ; he had hoped the author
would make that as plain as he lad his ot}
arguments, and that thus he might sin with
impunity, He bad frequent interviows with
his friend, who did all he could to remove hig
doubts, As a last resort, his friend advised
Lim to adyocate the doetrine with the orthe-
dox, and he would snon get to believe it. Will-
ing to do any thing that would allow him to
sin with an casy con ience, he followed the
advice. For four years he was spouting Uni-
m on every occasion, and no doubt lod
some into that soul-destroying error. Sill, Lis
conscienco was not at ease ; a still small voice
iizpering, “The soul that sinneth, it shall
When in company with Lis wicked com-
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“Purn ye, turn ye; why will you die?” But
blessed be God, the former grew weaker by
degrees, while tlie latter increased in power.
The struggle was long and fieree, w hethe
embrace a flesh- pleasing, or a fles

system of yeligion,

The next danger to which we wish to gain
Your attention, as drawn from the history of
this boy, is the danger of BAD Books, A bad
book must, in the nature of things, be written
by & bed man or woman,
cannot bring forth evil fruit
you spend in reading much
time spent in ¢ompany with a ba racter,
and you cannot come in contact with filth with-
ont some of it sticking to you, Yonr life and
conduct will reflect the kind of company you
keep, and the books you rea Iumhuw the
noyel “Jack ‘hr‘]\pxlnl' formed the character
of young S—= and prepared him to become g
pirate, who was hung at the yard-arm of a

mmm(\vm‘ a few years since.  Go to fhe con-
i L, and ask what kind of books he has
read. He “m tell you, in nine s out of ten,
if he has read any, that he has read bad books
of crime portrayed in glowing colors,
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in check at times, while at others he was able
to give loose to his fec Itogether. Of all
the false systems of religion ever devised by
man, none is better suited to gratify depraved
human natwre. Deaying punishment for sin
hereafter, it gives the reins to every lust, mmle

¢3 every unholy desire, and in the end ve-
wards the meanest and vilesl of earth with &
scat at tlie right hand of God.

The man who lent Universalist books to the
pilgrim boy, before he embraced that system,
had been s moral a you man as conld he
found in the community; but as soon az he
became & Universulisl, he threw off all re
straint, indulged i with greadi and
died before he resch the meridian of life,

d for by any exeep own family. He

illed into the minds of his children the

same poison, and they have walked in his foot-
steps

The writer know many that were Univers
ists thirty-five years and their history
now wonld be dreadful to relate. The very
man who first taught the doctrine in that com-
muuity gaid, the day he died, if he had tea
thousand worlds, he would give them, could it
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bave been written by the hest of men on dogs
trinal and practical picty, together with biogs
raphies of the best men that have lived in this
or other ages, and follow them so fur as (hey
have followed Christ, There are few who can
sit down and read carefully the lives of such
men as McCheyne, Summerficld, Alexander,
Martyn, Brainard, or Page, without being ben=
efited. While reading their lives, you are

ith pure and holy men,
and your i and character must be influ-
enced by the

From the age of sixteen to cighteen, the pil-
grim boy’s struggle with Universalism cons
tinued. He 11 try E y himself
that Universalism was tro
been 50 deeply imbued with Bible truth in
childhood, that thorough unbelief in relation
to any of the fundamental trutl i

ity was out of the question. Some years be

fore, when quite small, he had made man

promises to God, and to his old wmother, thay
he would be a preacher; and these promises
would sometimes rise like so many witnesses
to testifly against him before God, and almost




UNIVERSALI

drive him to d
so powerful an et in re
sin 65 those broken yows.
cnteen he went fo whe
West, the central part of Obio, in
with a very wicked young man. to aid
clearing land, and to spend some part of his
n hunting deer and bears among the Indi-
While there e formed the acquaintance
of very godless young men, who sp k
bath in hunting. They i him to join
them, but wvas frightened at the thought of
thus desec 3 Taughed
d told him Sunday
had not got o far » yet. He could not
withstand the s ) e «d, and by the
next Sunday had his Ly aged in
But it was a day «
s lest some sudden ji
on him; he was afraid to shoot for fear the
would burs kill kim ; he felt that God
nsign him to hell for that
day’s sin, and hed that he was per-

mitted to live.
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the eourse of a few weeks he could hunton that
day with little remorse,

Her ined onths in the West, during
which time he saw but one professor of relig-
ion, and heard no scrmon, and conseicnee had
almost ceased to warn. When he returned
home, the restraints which he had Iy felt
before, became almost infolerable ; the silence
of the Sabbath was as melanclioly a3 a funeral,
and he longed to be in some part of the land
where the restraints of religion would nof be
felt, and all the appetites and passions could

xd by public couseut.

He still labored to throw off the traths of

the Bible that had been imbedded in liis mem-
from his childhood, and to invent a hell of

hig own which, if it did turn out to be a place
would not be intolerable, and flat-

tered himself that he would gain enongh of

sinfnl pleasure to compensate for the loss of
heaven. Ob, the trinls and forebodi of a
guilty conscience mnder the strivings of the
Holy Ghest; how unwilling to yield to the
voice of God. Oh, how ustonishing his merey
and love to continue to strive with such a
rebel.
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life was almost a burden when his sins would
rise up before him. For 2 time he would nok

go to church for fear the preacher would say
1d increase his distress and

solved to go to sen, with the
hope of geiting clear of the old woman's lec-
tures and all other religious restraints, and
went 5o far a3 to set the day for leaving, withs
out telling any one of his intentions. The day
came; his whole soul was convulsed; storms
and shipwrecks rose to his view; the thoughts
of being buried in the sea and being devoured
by the monsters of the d and he an enemy
to God, were too intolerable to 1 He
finally rexolved to go and ask counsel of God,
wicked as he was, what course he should pur-
sue.  About noon lie went to the woods alone,
in o state of mind no pen can deseribe, to lay
his ease before ITim who sees the end from the
heginning.

Some time before this he had met with a
young woman who had made a deep impression
on his heart: the question rushed fo his mingd
whether it would not be better to remsin in
the country, and ask her hand in marrisge,




all his § cnown to her his
In the course of a wonths her

consgenl was obtained.
But here snother difli arose: how was
5 without means

brou

ced laboring and

saving in earne

Notwiths ing his mind ws inted with
felt the

much over t
wife is from

limself in

mer evil ha

Tibor. Th

i an age, yet it was
wns of saving him from bein

, and in sl probability

petion and erinte, if' not from an untimely g




THE PILGHIN BOY

ow insorutable i rovidence of God, and
his ways past findis ! It is not in man
that walketh to direet his steps.

We have now reviewed the most precarious
youth to manhood. Those that pass twenty
years with a moral character unstained, nsually

part of a young man’s existence—from early

sustain a fair character throug and very
few of those whose moral and religious tra

is neglec childhood, }

out contracting habits or forming associations

that Iead to disgrace and ruin.  When the o
paratively innocent pleasures of boyhood have
been changed into habits of sin, these habits
choke the seed of truth sown with parental tears,
watered by prayer, and often brov home to
the heart and conscience by the it of God.
We see this youtl struggling like the fish on
the angler’s hook, even taking the anodyne of
n to put conscience to eleep, some-
times making a hell to suit himself, and on the
eve of resolving to take the chance of it; and
nothing saved him but God’s ble on lis

own truth planted in his mind in childbhood.
Now, my dear young friead, if you are or
have been the son of pious, praying parents, or




« the instructions of pious ministers or Sab

school

tl re with: o
You have folt that you
you ho# trembl
o wed for your past ding
m wrath of God. Itwas truth, taught you by

home to your leart fo
limself.  When, like this boy
tempted to tell a i
“ All liars shall have th
with fire and n‘ 1
p you with awful majes And when
o God’s name in vain, has not a
ed to say, " The Lord will not hold
lim guiltless that taketh bis name in vain g
When you hav sent the Sabbath of God i
ou not heard the same

Bpirit to your soul.
Whien you 1 one young as y
and dig, wh have heard the fun ,xul L
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grave, and heard the clay fall on the eoffin,
have not the emotions of your soul been inex-
pressible? It w y voice of God's Spirit
When you have lain down night on your
bed, have you not tried to imagine where that
soul was which had just left the body? Ters
haps he had bieen your eompanion insin. Ohy
would' you not have given half a kingdom to,
know all that soul knew in a few hours? Have
not these te o thoughts a time driven
sleep from your ey nid led you to pray and
promise God you wonld ce: from sin, and
give him your strength and talents, yea, life

itzell? Al lhf'»‘\' emotions are the work of

Spirit, e his own truth and the dis
pensations of Lis providence towards others as
means to lead you to repentance and deliver
you from destruction.

If some kind friend were to come and wake
you in the night when the house was in flames

around you, and tell you to escape speedily,
would you not flee in a moment? Could you
ever forget that friend?  Would not the sound
of his voice send a thrill of joy through your
hieart ever after? Remember, my young friead,
that although you heard no aundible voice gpeak-
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the Holy Ghost? 1If so, then are you not guilty
2y of God? Xach

Holy Ghost inercases your

guilt, and increases the probabilities of your

eterngl damnation.

But let us now advance a step farther on this
fearful subject, and supposo that you have not
only felt deej an e ; but some
particalar provi d, or some trith of
the Bible has owed yon from day fo day, a3
they did the pilgrim boy, sometimes making
Tife an intolerable burden. Perhaps it may be
the prayers and advice of a mother, now dead
or far distant from you, echoed back on your
sonl by the Spivit; giving you no peace, but ¢
ing, “Son, give 1 h 2 Or it may h(-
the sermon you h ,or & 1muk or tract you
read, or the warning of your Bunday-school
teacher that follows yon as it never did before.
Thiz is what iz called the special operation of
God's Spirit: all you felt before may h
heen but the ]r<lu‘1r" of the coming struggle
But mow your wicked heart is in mortal combat
with the Spirit of God, and it will have to yield
soouer or later, for lif or death eternal.

Som@ years ago the writer became acquaint-
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icked till I became the ringleader in every vain
amusement. About this time preparation was
made for & great ball, and 1 was to bejone of
the manag . "The evening came. When
I was about to leave, my mother said, © Well,
James, remeniber your mother will spend this
uight in prayer for you” I felt o little =ad;
but rode off. The nearer I came to the place
the worse T felt. When I entercd the room I
A with a hearty welcome, but I felt

dep . and my appe nce betrayed w

elings. I'upmv was made il T was sick,
er. I replitd, “Nothing."
up o tune; I was o

as heavy. The company

and one beg

whole goul became conv

unutterable; I bup 3

you what is the matter: my mu\

for her prodigal son at bome.” 1 Hl the
house and hastened back. When I came to
the door, 1 heard the yoice of prayer; my
mother was pleading with God for me. I
opened the door suddenly, and fell before her,
erying, * God be merciful to me a sinner.” My
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CHAPTER XII.

FARMING— SEVERE BICK,
ITIONS TO HEPENT AND LIVE

Sooy after his marriage he rented some land,
and with one horse and o plongh, and less than
one hundrad dolars’ worth of household furni-
ture, started in the world to support himself
and wife. Many an hour of deep, auxious
solicitude he had, to know how to get through
the world. His days of pleasure se
at.an end ; he had now to fa
life. He lubored and toiled from sunrise to
sunset, daily repeating to himself, “Ther
no peace to the wicked.,” His wife was eqr
Iy industrions, and all went on as well as
conld be expected for those that were so poor.
Zut the future looked dark and d

ften repined at his lot, and even
ad never been born,  But with these feelix

he had an abiding conviction for gin; i

that was the main cause of his anxiety.
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nation. All the pleasures of his past sins could
not compensate for onc hour of his present ago-
ny. It scemed as if Wi past sinful enjoyments
had now become his tormentors. He strove to
banish them from his sight as they rose up
before him in their hideons deformity, but the
more he st » closer they clung to him;
and drove the os the er. In this state
of mind he tried to pray; but there s

be no God to hear, no Saviour to inte

Spirit to eomfort bis wretched soul. He strove
to grive his hieart to God in the midst of his suf-
forings, and promised, if God would spure his
life and restore him to health, he would conse-

crate the remainder of his days to his serviee.
In o few days he began to entertain some
hopes of his recovery, and to the astonishment

of all who saw him, in a few wecks he was able
10 walk about and attend & little to busine
Dy his long sickness his crop of grain was
mogtly lost; the doctor’s bill amounted to near
all he was worth, and the only means to pro
vide for his family was by engaging as a day-
laborer till he eould raise another crop.

With returning health he folt a strong inelis
pation to return to his former habits, and to
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+d up by Satanic influence, ré=

sisted God's Spirit, ¢ up Christ as too
merciful to punish a ginner cternally. DButreas
gon and revelation both said, that punishment
is sickness, would on the

samo principle be inconsistent with the atteis

butes of s mereiful God. If eternal punishment
was unjust, temporal punishment must be 80
too.

The agony of his soul was 50 great that he of-
tenwent to the woods and rolled on the ground
for hours ; he had no religious friend to whom
bo conld reveal the feelings of his heart. Ilis
wife and all around him were destitute, as far
as he knew, of any feeling on the subjeet of
religion; and if they had known his foelings, it
would have exposed him to derision. He strove
to surrender himself to Christ, but in vain, A
voice seemed to follow him continually, “Ile
that is ashamed of me and my words, of him
will T be ashamed before my Father aud his
holy angels.” He falt that o public acknoys
Jedgmeont of Christ and his cause was the only 3
way of reliel. But he shrunk from the duty3
he wanted to be a seeret Christian, to go to tho!
Saviour, like Nicodemns, in the night season




FAMILY WORSHIF 09
His distress continned for some months with-
out any abatement. He fi determined to
d tobe a
The trial
ade, and he succeeded. The news soon
spread, and ho was called on o is neighbore’
tables when he was present, but he refused ; and
that brought to mind the fearful text just
quoted. For some time ho would not eat away
from home even il he was sufl g with hun-
ger, il he expocted to be called on to ask
blessing at the table.
But he falt he must go a step farther at home.
He Ived aud reresolved to commence fam:
ily prayer. But when the hour came round,

kis conrage would { Y aths he sot
i 1wm hic

ll.‘ moment drew near,

e an aspen-leal; and retire

withont prayer. Then his conscience would

lash Kim for being ashamed of Chriet. This
I continued till life beeams

d(‘u and he was tempied to terminate his own

ence or to banish all thought of his soul

ﬁum bis mind, lead a moral life, and if he
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did go to hell, it would be but little worse than
his present misery.

But the Spirit of God still strove, and would
not give him up. He finally resolved to begin
family worship, or die in the attempt. He sef
the next Sunday night, as he felt more on Suns
day than any other day, and there was Jess
danger of any one coming in at night than in
the morning. Most of the day was spent in
prayer ; the dreaded hour arrived, Sutan, and
an unrenewed heart r ing the Spivitof God
and duty;and shame, the offspring of sin, made
him tremble, His wife, who was the only one
present, was eutirely ignorant of the straggle
in his heart. When in conversation his voice
faltered, she asked him the cause, but e could
vot reply. The strugele was awful: for o mo-
ment he was on the point of resolving never to
try to pray in bis family. Then o voice seemed
to say, Go forward now, or your doom is sealed.
He folt it was the tursing-point in his eternal

ny, that heaven or hell hung on that mo-
ment ; two unseen powers seemed each to have
the death-grip; the pangs of his soul were be:
yond the power of language to describe,

The moment of final decision came. There
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burden ; the one striving to save you, the other
to destroy you?

There is a turning-point in your eternal des-
tiny. Have you passed it? 1If you have pass-
ed through all, or most of what is described in
his case, and have become carel nd indiffer-
ent about your soul, you have great reason to
fear your doom is zealed for eternal death.
God will not give you peace in Jesus Christ
till, like the prodigal, youn arise and go to your
Father; then he will say, “Son, be of good
cheer ; thy sins are forgiven thee,”




CHAPTER XIII.

OF GRIEVIN

the Spirit of €
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of Christ to the heart of the sinner. In his
usual operations, he awakes in the sinner's
mind serious thoughts of eternity, by pressing
on his heart some of the warning truths of the
Bible. Truths that e may have heard often
ed, will now make

him tremble. Busines
them away: for a time, but they will retarn
again and again unbidden.

In the case of thuse that are saved, the Spir-
it continnes to strive. They are made to feet
sin to be such a grievous burden, that they must
forsake it, and cast themselves on Christ with
their whole heart. The Holy Ghost, by his
almighty power, renews the heart, and enables

he ginner {o give up himself to God. When
this is done, the sinner iz born again, and he
comes “a new creature in Christ Jesus;”
distress of mind is removed ; be feels joy
peace.  As an evidence of the ch: , the ver
things he loved most hefore, |

desires Chri @ for his companions ; he loves
the ministers of Christ; he loves the house of
God ; he loves to read the Bible and pray; he
shuns the company of the wicked in whose 50~
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change bafore the age of twenty ; and we may
safely say that, to those reaching that age still
unmoved and far from God, the probabilities
of ever gaining a home in heaven are greatly
diminished.

And now, my dear young friend, let me aslk
you the question, Has not a feeling of awful

lemnity sometimes passed over your soul
which made you think of death, jndgment, and
eternity ?  Ilave not your en up befora
you and destroyed for a time all your happi-
ness, and made you desire to be a Christian;
and even promise that you would turn to God
and lead the life of his servants? You could
not tell perhaps whence this feeling came, or
whither it went? On hearing ermon, or
kind warning from =ome friend, on the reading
of ‘a religious book, or the death of some ono
you loved, the samo kind of feeling has roturn-
(\»I, and your convictions of sin became deeper,
and new resolutions were formed. Perhaps you
then sot some future fime, when you resolved
th uwould make a business of secking your
soul's salvation ; and by this temptation of the
adversary you got a present veliof, and in a few
days all was forgoften ag
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you ; the Saviour is ready embrace you, But
another voice gays, There is time enough yel 5
religion will destroy all your pleasur live
on for a few years as you are. You stop and
weigh the consequences, with the full convie-
tion on your mind that there now rests upon
you the responsibility of choosing either life or
death. You deliberately say to the Spirit of
God, “Go thy way,” and turn to your sinful
pleasures again with move than ordinary greed-
ines: y all your feelings are
gone, and like the tubborn ocak, whose roots
strike deeper with every blast that shakes it,
#i11 it becomes immovable, so you may have be-
come more and more immovable by every mos
yur heart, till you may
1.

“here is a ¢in unto death.” There is &
time, we know not when ; there is a point, we
know not where, which, if you pass unconvert-
ed, “there remains no more sacr for sin”
Your doom is sealed, the door iz shut, and all
{lie tears nnd prayers of the whole church of
God on earth conld not save you, for the Holy
(host has taken his final depurture.

Those who have thus passed their day of




GRIEY
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ing of the yit to feel that were rebels
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point they
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believe, have pass
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not past.
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with whom 1 conversed in th
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Ivation.
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1 asked at what period of her life
gave me the following
with her: “When I
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was abiout fifteen years old, I folt that T was a
great sioner in the od,  Oftenr my
distress was go great that I could not sleep s
and for three years I seldom had peace for a
week at a time. I knew that the Holy Spirit
was striving with me, and that Tought to yield
my heart to his influonce; but I thought it
would cut of my pleasures in the midst of
youth, I tried to ba the thoughts of eter-
nity ; but they would still return and interrupt

my pleasure. [ tried reading novels and ro-
mances ; they gave me relief for a while, Lut
my distress returned. At last 1 went to the

ballroom—and I have never since had such
feelings as before.” “ And have you no fears”
gaid 1, * that you have grieved away the Spirit
of God for ever ?” “Yes,” she rey “1 have
no doubt of that, and that I »Iml he los
proceeded to deseribe the

the lost, and appealed to her, by the

her mother and the tears which were then 1‘..11
ing from her sunken eyes, by the danger of an
etornal separation frowm pmn.- friends, by the
glories of heaven and the agoni f the Son of
God, now to make her peace with him and be
saved. " All this” she calmly replied, “has
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been tried upon x

other man can

doom i

ad an inter
1 asked
s word of God,
“The Bible teaches
win befors he can

you think you

o 1w
ous times. k at what period
most deeply the importance of ¥
s seventeen 11 n to
feel deeply wes, and this continued for two
or three years; but I determined to put it off
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{ill T ghould be settled in 1 After T was
married, T refleeted that the time had come
when I had promised to attend to religion; but
1 had bought this farm, and I thought it would
not suit me to become religious ill it was paid
for, as some time would have to be devoted to
attend church, and also some expense. T then
resolved to put it off ten years; but when the
teny ame round, I thought no more about
it. I often try to think, but I cannot keep my
mind on the subject one moment.” I urged
him by all the terrors of dying an enemy of
God, to get about the work of repentance. “If
is too late,” said he, “I believe my doom is
sealed ; and it is just that it should be so, for
the Spiril strove long with me, but T refused.”
I then turned to h ildren, young men and
young women, who were around him, and en-
teeated them not to put off the subject of religs
ion, or grieve the Spirit of God in their youth-
ful days. The old man added, “ Mind that. 1f
1 had attended to it then, it would have been
well with me to-day; but now it is too late.”
On conversing with o man in middle life, he
informed me (bat his father was a devoted
Christian, that he was faithfully instrueted,
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But to the dying sinner with whom the Spir=
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of the finally lost. O s& ho present mo-
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Beware of stifli at vol Multitudes have
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ten on the recording angel’s book in charactery
changeless as efernit
Few comparatively have ever become emis
ently pious and useful, except such as have
Spirit of God in ‘youth. Ne
oubt many become Christians after that peiis
ody but in mos ses their plans for life are
and they continue to pursue them; in many
ases unavoidably, Do you« to be uscful?
Do you wish to lonor God in advancing his
cause? Then econsecrate all yonr youthful
powers to him.  *Son, give me thy heart.”
But I ean almost heur the youthful reader
say, This iz all true; butif T become o Chris-
tion now, it will destroy my pleasures, and I um
not ready for that yet. Iwill wait afew years
long nd then attend to my oternal intevests,
Thousands now in hell Lave reasoned in the
same way. No doubt they meant to attend to
the subiject, just as you now do ; but every day
they delayed the work of repentance, the wall
o separation between God and them rose high=
cr and higher.  And o it will be with you, il
you continue to grieve the Spirit of God il
old age. By such u course your heart is cous
tinally growing hurder. The same truths that

g




0o i pasts
shiolar, who was pune-

I ha
tual in his attendance from th

ve of ten till

he was ty years old, The 1
of that time he was under d
in, and he would expre
with great candor. He often told

p 1
& work

y

; the ot few year

y ol b L o great, that in
s to et rid of those feelings, he quit the
I called to st

f Sabbath-achool and ¢
him and warn him of He seemed
rred to past
1y tears he nsed to hed
v others going to the Lord’s table,
he zan now look scene with-
| out any emoli 1 1 don't !

» Son of G

> me 1o
My heart sickened at the
no God.

) to fear that some who
sed through

lives as if




PILGRIM BOY.

1 that has been deseribed, and are yetin theip
ng, If so, I entreat you, by the value of your
soitly by the { the Saviour on the cross,
and by his dying groans, to awake ; begr of him
the rclnrn of the Holy Ghost, and cast yourself
alple iner, crying,
*Lord, save, or erish.”  Never give up till
you have “tasted the good word of God and
the powers of the world to come.” Till then,
and not till then are you prepared to spread
your sails and launch forth on the voyage of
life. A young man witliout the grace of God
in hi , 18 like a frail bark in the midst of
the ocean without pilot or rudder. A smooth
sea or gentle breeze may waft it safely for a
while; but the probability is that it will be
driven by storms on the rocks, or stranded on
the sandy shore, eund utterly lost. 1 entreat
you, dear youth, to prepare for this voyage of
life.  You have but one to make, If not pilot-
ed by the Spirit of God, your frail bark will
founder and perish ; you will never reach the
desired haven.

If you ave just entering upm manhood and fie

cares and responsibilities of life, whatover is now
the standard of your piety, such it will be like-
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1t they lodge in {heir own house, and ins

be on if, Punctuality. the marning and
evening gucrifice be offered to himn who mads
(and preserves yo viour requives ity
the honor of the sh i yes of the world
requires it of you, and your own comfort and
happiness will be enhanced by it.

The fomily altar is a trant, by which
the piety of the.church may be measured. The
church is composed of families. In this day of
hurry and bustle, when all arc rushing with
locomotive speed for the accomplishwent of
some worldly schems, as if life depended on it,
we fear this duty is sadly neglected; yea, we
know itis, There are thonsands of families in
our land where the head of the family is a pros
fessor of religion, that so I'-\r as the family altar
is concerned, lie down at night and xise in the
morning like the brates that pevish; and it is
not only the private members of the ¢hurch
tluu negleet this duty, but in sone cases chureh

In too many ecases, almost the ouly

ion betwoen the church and the world

is the communion tsble—we fear there will be
none in eternity.

Are you the head of a fumily, and a profess-
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CHAPTER XIV.
J0INS THE CHURCH—HIS PIRST COMMUNION,

A ¥eEw months after commencing family wors
above deseribed, e concluded he would
tho session of the church, and foll
them his gpiritual condition. The day for the
meeting of the session came; he was requested
ve a full statement of-his past and present
rs, which he did. Tie was then requested
od that they had
unanimously sgreed to roceive him to the fall
He trembled at the
1 fit to go 1o the Lord's
to prayerful self-oxami-
paratory to coming to the commun.
jon table on the next Sabbath, The interven-
ety and almost
er, to know, if possible, how
own soul.

Trom what he had been accustomed 1o hear
say to commur xpected to
akable evidence ul'(mn] s pres-
e had often

to retire, aund W won infors

privileg
he did not
table. He was u
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ing time wi
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have some unm
ence while at the Lord’s table.
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med with the dpw].m distress;
srable burden ; he de-

3 goul b
gecmed to

oo 1|m|| .\lxm. “the side of 4
\is house neaver than the

took a narr
high hill that
public road ; it was a way sel sldom travelled ex-
copt by hunte He turncd from the path toa
dar on the hill-side, where no eye but thag
of God eould see him; and there he rezolved to
somain il hie fonud peace in' Christ, He cast
liimself on the earth with the sgonizing cry,
% Lnnl save, or I perish.”  Almost instantly &
r unspeakable and full of glory filled his soul,

s seemed 10 be let down to earth with all

heaven
its enrapturing delights,
disciples on the mount ¢
arose from the earth as if he could almost fly
heayemward; he felt unwilling to leave the
all how long he remain-
of that time was more
than all the pleasures of Lis whole past life put
together; i foretaste of the good word
of God and the world to come. Every thing
looked beautiful 3 nature was changed 3 the
very trecs of the forest looked divines the

and he felt like the
ranstiguration. He

place, and could not
ed. But the happine
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would vontinue to pray. After o few weoks,

in oo his soul, and he had
1d of God. TIn future
hat his hL-:ul was: changed
lhr nv»l t he fi worshipped God in the pres
ence of his wife, which was more than six
months previous,

He had lon
lie was

Tight dawned o

prayed for clear evidence that
child of God, that his bappiness might
be complete, and he might be free from the e
of death. God may have given him the des
of his hedrt for a short time, in order Lo shos
him his own weakness, and that his strer
f, but in God, and thus teach
him o lesson of humility, I believe that if we
aven for a day, and permitied
ste its enjoyments, in order to give us
unm able evidence of our acceptance witlh
God, and then broughi back to earth, and left
to rest on that evidenee alone, unsupported by
rily grace, we shonld till fall into doubt and
s thy day is, so

was not in It

were tuken to h

to

and perplexity.
<hall thy strength be,

divine providence.
and not enough to lead 1o pre-

grace enongh to

prevent d

sumption.
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By constant industry, in o fow years his
worldly circumstances n to improve a lit-
tle. The wet ¢ and the long nights he
turned to some acconnt in making shoes, and
thus ke often worked till m rht, with sone
useful book spread out before him, storing his
mind with knowl . Theological books were
Lis daily companions, as he believed they were
Detter ealeulated both to develope the mind and
improve the heart than any other kind of reading,
Soon after uniting with the chureh, be felt
o for Olrist's cause in the
earth, Hesaw drunkenne abbath-breaking
and all kinds of v around him, and me
to east sbout what he could do to remove it,
Abont that time & very pious man, not far
from his own age, settied a fow miles distant
from him, and erganized a Sunday-sc wol. As
soou as he heard of it, he went “to see it, for
being the first that was shed in that
region, it attracted wue h aitention. Many of
the old-fashioned Christians thought it a dese-
cration of the Sabbath, aud de snounced it in
hitter terms, and few favored i He thought
le would go and see for himself, and judge acs
ngly. He watched the day’s performatice

%

{hisnk ho must do mc

ver esia

0L
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NDAY

very ¢ v and when he seventy boys

and girls, mostly children of

I

was a good
work. At the elose of the school, he was re-
juested by the good man who conducted it to
lead 4n prayer, but declined, as he had nc

learniz

to read the

ed in the pri

nee of

ny one except bis

nd that with great e

When the school was dismi
ance introduced him to ihe superintend
who, after some inquiry about the condit
cighborhood, urged him to open a Sunday

school there. This man's piety was so far above
any he had ever met, that it

deeply. He seemed to breathe the

d him

1P

“’l-‘lvll re
of heaven. Before they parfed, the pilgrim
arpanged to get a Sunday-school library, and
od to meet this good man the same evening
at a private house where a pr ting was
inted, and to take part in the oxcreises,

ear and trembling.

:d o new era of his life. While he
1 with his own defective perform-
g conseience in striv-
¢ had new views, new
with new zeal,
' 9
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and he determined to enter the field and Jabor
t must give account to God.
@ mext wee sent for o library of Sun-
day-school book d organized a gchool in his
own house, and invited all his neighbors’ chil-
dren to attend it. is house was soon full,
and & noighbor who had a larger house kindiy
offered it. The offer was accepted, and that
house was soon full.  Soon a large house was
built for that school and for other means of edu-
eation and moral improvement.  He now felt
thitt die was doing some good to others, as well
in the divine Tife.

for'gouls us one th
1

as making some prog
In addition fo his Sunday
y pray
At these mectings he
Jurder's villago scrmons.
rafter this sehool and
p religious

hool, he opened
necting, which

ted alona

usnally read one of
In the

urse of ay
eting were begun, a de
iuterest was manifest throngh all the commu-
nity, especially in the neighborbood where the
good man before alluded to had planted his
Sabbath-school, the sehools being about five
milesapart. Through the infinence of this good
man, ministors ecame and preached, sometimes
in the woods, and sometimes in privaté houses.
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months more than fifty persons gave
ve that they had been “born again;
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1 had ever been in.  His Christian char
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About this time he engaged as a scheol
teacher in his neighborhood. His school was
large. Many of his pupils were young men and
women that belonged to his Sunday-school. It
s energies faithfully to conduct
school, which numbered abont six The
he uniformly employed in committing to
memory the passages of Seripture which con-
tained the Sunday-school lesson, together with
all the prooftexts. This constant labor of
body and mind for a year induced another
gevere sickness, which again brought him to
the brink of the gray

During this sickness many a touching scene
wi bedside. Some of his
pupils were with him every day, shedding tears
of sorrow, and receiving, 03 we 1, his
dying counsels; and none came or went un-
warned.

On one oeeasion, a married woman came who
was one of his Sabbath-scholars, and who had
learned to read in his Sabhathschool.  As she
was standing by his bed, when it was supposed
le was within a few hours of ecternity, he took
bier by the hand, und asked her where her soul
would be in a féw more hours, if she was now

required all
the

SUpPos
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8hie wopt

ng condi

lying as he was, in a

and trembled; and

mourning

believing,
ristian, and

live
died re
and many
nd his bed
sed pecaliarly to
Heave th all its glorie
E e »d 1o him, and he longed to
depart and be with Christ. At his I 1 stood
, poor

ing wife, with three little childr
; and by her stood some of his

ins. Be-

a we
and helpl
pupils, ¥
fore him le

ven seemed to be open with all its

ve hiim ; his phy

glories to rec

for thy

me live; if not, let me d It was the will
of God that he should live.
Parhape few hinve bad the same

1d of difii-
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culties o encounter as above related ; but alt
that enter the service of their divine Master
kave trials to meet. T'he Christian's life is a
comstant warfare ; the great archenemy follows
him at every step, and often brings trinls when
they are least expected. He sometimes pre-
sents the discha of religious duties as & great
burden, and thus tries to frighten the Christian
back to h ; and if he yields onee, the
difficulty is but increased. There are heads of
families in the chureh that live without family
prayer, for the want of cournge to begin. Sa-
tan repesents the duty as a great burden, and
they put it off from time to time, hoping to
overcome their diffide whereas, if they
would make one determined effort in reliance
on God, the difficulty would vanish. He would
moet them, and help them through. When the
Tsrnelites were hemmed in at the Red sea, and
at the command of God went forward, the sea
wasdried up before them.. We fear there are
many who, ont of respect to the opinion of a
wife, o husband, a patent, or a child, negleet
their duty to God and their own souls; while
if they would obey God, and do their duty,
they might win that friend to Christe The
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CHAPTER XVI.

HIS LABORS IN PRAYER-MEETINGS—CONVER-
SION OF HIS WIFE.

«d up from the verge of death,
ke still gave unceasing attention to his Sab-
bath-school, and had the pleasure of seeing his
scholars increasing rapidly in Bible know-
ledge; and at overy communion some of them
made & public profession of their faith in the
Redeemer. Some fathers and mothers sat as
gcholars with their children to study God's
word, and embraced Christ with them. In
addition to his Rabbatl-school labors, he as-
sisted in holding prayer-meptings two or three
times each week. He often went, at the close
of a hard day’s labor, from four to six miles,
through rain and snow, to unite with o fow
Chrigtian friends in thesc social meelings.
his life were

Some of the sweetest moments of
spent in these social gatherings ; it often seemed
ns ift God came down in the midst of them, and
08t as if the very atmosphore imparted &
divine stimulus to their souls. During one

o
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sinking down at his fee
God would have me:
minutes her countenaue
a heavenly peace scemed to fill her soul; and
from that day till the day of her death, which
occurred two ye after, her whole life and
conduct were changed. She encouraged her
hnsband in all his labors ; the domestic circle
was happy, and shie became a helpmeet in every
good work.

As no minister resided near, the pilgrim felf
it his duty to yisit the sick, to talk and pray
with them, and bury the dead. This gave him
many opportunitics of doing good. As he
ved he had been led to Christ by reading
ious books, he bought from hiz own scanty
means all hecould, and lent them to his
bors.  The books apened the w
conversation, and he thus reached many that
neglected all other means. The frequent evi-
dences of usefuln till encouraged him to
make farther efforts.

He ot length, with much fear and trembling,
resolved to visit all the families in his neigh-
borhood, and talk and pray with them, distrib-
ute tracts, and loan books. He made it a sub-

asked him to/pray that
upon her, In a fow
e beamed with joy, and
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resolved to'devote all Lis leisure time to this
work. Tn a fimily he was visiting, after he
had conversed with others, he turmed to a
youtig man present who was gay and thought-
Jess, and about to be marri He asked him
if hewas a professor of religion ; he said, “No,"
in rather a eneering mann He asked him if
he had never felt any concern about his soul.
Hé replied, “Not much.”  He {hen urged him
in the most importunate manner to attend at
oned: to the interest of that part that never
diez; and closed by saying, that he might be
in eternity before the light of another day, or
on a sick-bed, from which lie might never rise.

The young man geemed to feel, and shed
tears. He returned home some miles distant,
and retived to his bed in usual health ; at mid-
night he awolke very sick, and the exhortation
of the evening rushed to his mind. Iu a day or
two he sent for the pilgrim; who lived some miles
distant. ITewas soon at his bedside, found him
very sick and deeply distre about his soul,
and in o great measure ignorant of the plan
of salvation. Ilis father was one of the most
brutal drunkards, and his mother intemperate
too, The fever soon fell on his lungs; and all

s
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bly. There was a very irreligious man whom
he esteemed highly in many respeets, but-whom
he never could summon cournge to speak to
about Lis soul, thougly he had many opportuni-
tics, One evéning he had the best chance he
conld desire, but his heart fiiled him, nnd with-
in a fow hours the man was in eternity. He
felt guilty of negleeting his duty, and resolyed
never to spend an hour or travel & mile with
any other person alone, without speaking to
them of the things of God and the soul.

Some years after, when he was toayell
fell in with a gay-looking young man, an entire
whom he addvessed very seriously on

stranger,
the suljject of religion. While he was explain-
ing to him the doctrine of the new birth, the
t, sir, is vel
her signifi-

young man replied, “Th
theolo; The reply seemed
cant, when the pilgrim gaid, ]‘«-xlmlw I am
seing & preacher. He replied
I am.” The pilgrim told him of his px-u
made some years ago, not to spend an hour or
travel o mile with any person, without
to him of the soul and eternity, and hoped an
apology was not nocess The young preach:
er replied, “ You have given me a reproof |

addr
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¢, or in some mere
—-nmnymmu and Lide from othbes all
i Knowa to you of this wonderful
R an of love and mercy? Would nt
this bv.‘ Tike rolibiug Christ of part of his own
Ylood? - Is it not'a kind f sacrilege, orsquan-
déring a portion of divine lo
In view of all that Jesus Ok
suffered for you, can you reconcile it with your
owi conscience to do zothing for Lim ar for
his canse? If so, beware lest he cast the un-
profitable servant into outer darkness,

1 entreat you by his dying love to enter the
vineyard in some department at onge, If you
are not too vanced in life, and if you
have talents and oratorical powers, enter the
but i you cannot do

wd compassion?
has done and

work of the minis
that, you can teach in a Sabbatl
can spend your leisure hours, if no more, in
visiting families near you, talk and pray 4vith
them, give them a track, or loan them " good
book. You will bo twice paid for it all; you
will be blessed yourself in this life with spirit-
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