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HADASSAH

CHAPTER L

r que
—He

ng, and is rised to th

Oxe of the most rich and power-

ful kings that ever lived was Aha-
suerus, the king of Persia. To his

dominions belonged Assyria, Egypt,
Babylon, Tyre, and many other

cities and countries about which
9
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we often read in the Bible and in
histories.

" There was no part of the earth,
perhaps, in which could be found so
many beautiful flowers and trees, or
so great a variety of useful fruits and
vegetables, as were found in Persia.
And we are told by a traveller, who
passed through the country long
since the reign of Ahasuerus, that
at a feast to which he was invited,
he counted fifty different kinds of
fruit upon the table, every one of
which grew in the country. They
did not have to send: thousands of
miles, as we do, for figs, and al-
monds, and pine-apples, &e., for al-
most every variety of rich fruit grew
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at home, as our peaches, and pears,
and apples do.

This fertile and extensive country
was divided into one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces or states,
over each of which was a prince or
ZOVErnor. The king’s palace was
in a city called Shushan; and to
show us how great were his riches
and power, we are told that in the
third year of his reign he invited
all the princes or governors of the

provinces, and all his nobles and

counsellors, to come to Shushan,
where he made a feast for them
which lasted about six months.
The entertainment was given in the
area or court of the palace garden.
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We know the eastern houses
were so built as to enclose a large
court or yard, such as we see in the
annexed cut.

The court is surrounded by the
sides of the house. A fountain of
water is opened in the middle of i,
which is thrown up through a pipe,
and falls into a marble cistern ; pro-
ducing an agreeable sound and a
delightful freshness and coolness of
the air. And sometimes, where the
court was large enough, vines and
roses, and other fragrant and beauti-
ful shrubbery, covered the sides of
it, and filled the air with the sweet-
est perfume.

The court of the palace of Aha-
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suerus was paved with rich marble
of various colours. The couches
around the court, on which the
guests reclined, were made of gold
and silver ; and the awning, which
was stretched over the whole, was
fastened, by rings of silver, to mar-
ble -pillars; while the cords and
hangings were all of the richest and
most costly kind, and of every va-
riety of beautiful colours, The
vessels of the table, too, were made
of pure gold, and each vessel was
unlike all the rest.

At the same time the queen made

a feast for the princesses and noble
women of the kingdom; but this
was in the palace, and not in the
public court.
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On the seventh day after the feast
began, the king, being excited by
the free use of wine, directed seven
of his servants to go to the queen’s
apartment, and bring her, in her
royal dress, into the king’s presence,
that he and his company of princes
and nobles might see her; for she
was of a very fair and beautiful
countenance.

The king would never have done
this, if he had not been under the
influence of wine, for it was against
the custom of the country for the
women to appear in public.

The queen refused to obey the
command. She felt the impro-
priety of the king’s request that
she should visit such a place for
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such a purpose, and chose to suffer
his displeasure rather than be guilty
of conduct so unbecoming.

Her refusal to obey made the
king very angry. Though he was
ruler over such a mighty nation, he
had no rule over his own spirit;
and being influenced with wine,
which is a mocker, and with strong
drink, which is raging, (Prov. xx.
1,) he ordered her to be driven
from the throne; never to come
into his presence again, and to share
his favour no more forever. Bet-
ter was it for her, however, to go
into disgrace and obscurity with an
unspotted charaeter and a good con-

science, than to keep her place on
Q%




18 HADASSAH.

the throne with guilt and self-re-
proach.

Inquiry was soon made for some
suitable person to take the place of
the disgraced queen; and it was
proposed that a number of the fair-
est and most beautiful women in
the kingdom should assemble at
Shushan, and have apartments pro-
vided for them in the palace, and
whoever among them most pleased
the king should be made queen.

Among the persons who were
brought to the palace was an orphan
child, whose name was HanAssamn,
or Esther, as she was more com-
monly called. - It is supposed that
her parents died while she was an
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infant. They were Jews. In a
dreadful war between them and the
surrounding nations, the Jews were
carried away, as prisoners, from their
own country, and were made to live
in other places, and some of them
were taken to Persia. So that Es-
ther was the child of a captive Jew.
She was left a poor, defenceless or-
phan in a strange land; but still the
Lord took her up and provided for
her, as he always does for such as
trust in him. Ps. xxviii. 10.

She had a kind relation whose
name was Mordecai. He received

her into his own house, and adopted
her for his daughter.
Esther was of a faiv eountenance
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and beautiful figure; and when the
servants of the king went out to
collect the company of young wo-
men from whom their royal master
might choose a queen, - Mordecai
sent Esther with them.

We shall see, very soon, that it
was not any proud, or ambitious
feeling that caused Mordecai to send
his adopted daughter to Shushan;
nor was it because she was vain of
her form, or features, that Esther
consented to go. God had wise
purposes to answer, and he puts it
into the hearts of his servants to do
his will.

Before she went up, we may sup-
pose that Mordecai faithfully in-
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structed her, and gave her wise and
affectionate counsel as to her con-
duet in her new station. He charged
her to say nothing about her being

the daughter of Jewish parents, or
about the country from which her
ancestors came. = She would not,
probably, be questioned on this sub-

jeet, and as the Persians felt a sort
of contempt for the Jews, it would
be unnecessary and imprudent for
her to say any thing about it.
Many young persons would have
been very proud of Esther’s distine-
tion. The decree of the king was
to collect together at Shushan the
fairest and most beautiful young
women of the country. The object
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of collecting them was known to
everybody ; and when Esther was
appointed to go, it was as much as
to say that she was one of the faivest
and most beautifn]l young women
of all Persia. She prohably felt,
however, that, with all her beauty,
she had no reason to be proud. God
had given her a fair countenance
and a graceful form, and God could
in a moment take them both away,
and give her, instead of them, sick
ness and deformity.

This humble and modest feeling,
which was seen in all her conduct
and conversation, made her the fa-
vourite of the king’s officer who had
charge of the women’s apartment.
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For we are tfold, in the history of
those times, that when many maid-
ens were gathered together unto
Shushan, the palace, that Esther
was brought also into the king’s
house to the custody of Hegai, the
keeper of the women. And Esther
pleased him, and she obtained kind-
ness of him, and he gave her servants
to attend upon her, and appointed
her the best place that could be
found in the house of the women.
For twelve months they were
making preparation for their ap-
pearance before the king, and during
all this time Mordecai was faithfully
watching over his adopted daughter.

and making daily inquiry as to her
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health and happiness; and Esther,
in return for his care and kindness,
conducted herself wisely and mo-
destly, according to his instructions.
She did as she supposed he would
wish her to do, though she was out
of his sight; thus setting before chil-
dren and youth a bright example of
the duty and affection which they
should delight to render to such as
love and take care of them.

When the time came for the
young women to appear in the royal
presence, they were permitted to
choose any ornaments they pleased,
and to-adorn themselves as much
as they would. They were then
to enter the king’s apartment, one
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by one; and if they were not ac-
ceptable to him, they came out,and
returned not into his presence.
Esther’s turn came. She chose
to appear in her usual dress, without
ornaments of any kind, and trust to
her plain and simple apparel and
modest manners to recommend her
to the favour of the king. She was
presented to him, as he sat upon his
throne, with the officers of the king-
dom around him. (See firontispicce.)
Her graceful appearance and artless
manners excited his admiration., and
he loved her above all the others;
so that the royal crown was imme-
diately set upon her head, and that

very day she became the queen of
3
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the realm. Thus God putteth down

one and setteth up another:

He raiseth the poor out of the dust,
\ the needy out of the dunghill;

may set him with princes,
tven with the princes of his people.
Psalm exiit 7, 8
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CHAPTER IL

Troven raised to the throne of
the greatest kingdom of the world,
Esther never forgot her obligation
to her kind relation, who had be-
come one of her subjects. She still
1emembered Mordecai's direetions,
and observed them as she used to
do when she was under his care.

Nothing is more amiable and praise-
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worthy in young persons than this
childlike submission to those in
whose piety and wisdom they may
safely trust; and nothing, on the
other hand, shows more folly and
ignorance, than a contempt of the
advice and guidance of others.

Mordecai was an officer of the
king’s household ; and soon after
Esther’s advancement, he came to
the knowledge of a conspiracy, or
plan formed by two of the servants
to murder the king. He hastened to
inform Esther of it, and she inform-
ed the king. The offenders wer
instantly seized and tried ; and be-
ing found guilty of a design to
destroy the king's life, they were
both executed.




HADASSAH. 29

A record was made of the whole
transaction, and Mordecai was men-
tioned as the informer. We shall
see by-and-by how God’s purposes
were to be accomplished by this
event.

And who &l say how vast the plan
Which this slight incident began ?
Too slight, perhaps, the small oceasion
ted observation :
ded, like the bird
aves the silent sir unheand ;
ay prove, when understood,
linger of boundless good.

We shall see, that though no step
has been taken to destroy the Jews,
and no one has thought of such
a thing, God foresees the danger
which awaits them, and has taken

three steps for their deliverance,

3%
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viz. First, the dismission of the
queen; second, the elevation, of
Esther to her place; and third, the
good office which Mordecai did
in making known the conspiracy
against the king’s life.

Among those who stood highest
in the king’s favour, at this time,
was Haman. He is supposed to
have been an Amalekite, and no
one can forget the dreadful curse
which was pronounced by God on
the whole family of Amalek, be-
cause of their cruel treatment of
the Israelites. (See Exod. xvii. 8
14. 1 Sam. xv. and xxx. 1, 2.)

Haman, however, had obtained
the first place among the officers of
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the court, and was a particular
favourite of the king. And the

king commanded ali the inferior

officers to bow down to him, and
pay him reverence. It is probable
that this was something more than
the honour which was due to his
office, and which, by the rule given
us in the Bible, Mordecai ought to
render. (Rom. xii. 7.) It was a
kind of worship which is due to
God only, and not to any created
being in heaven or on earth. It is
possible, too, that Mordecai knew
that Haman was of the accursed
race of Amalek; and this, together
with the wicked pride which he
showed, would he reason enough
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why Mordecai should refuse to
pay him the homage which he re-
quired.

There were many people ready
to tell Haman of Mordecai’s offence.
Some persons seem fo have little
else to do, than to excite ill-feelings
and quarrels in families,and among
neighbourhoods, by telling tales ;
and even little children sometimes
seem to delight in getting each
other punished ; instead of trying
by example and persuasion, to keep
each other from doing wrong.

As soon as Haman knew that
Mordecai refused to reverence him,
his proud heart was filled with
anger.
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Mordecai was probably a godly
man ; and we need not wonder that
his fellow-servants were disposed to
injure him. It has always been
the case, and always will be, that
good people are objeets of the dis-
like and ill-will of the wicked, (2
Tim. iii. 12,) and they are glad to
see them in difficulty and disgrace.

They said to Mordecai very often,

%Why transgressest thou the king’s

commandment !’ but he did not
regard what they said to him. He
held his peace, and went on quietly
in the discharge of his duty. As
soon as they found that he was
a Jew, they hastened to tell Haman
of it, for they knew this circum-
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stance would make him still more
ngry with Mordecai.

If Haman had been a wise man,
he would have overlooked the con-
duct of this humble Jew, and would
have been satisfied with the flattery
of the millions of people that were
ready and willing to bow down to
him. But a proud man is almost
always a weak man too. And
Haman was so full of rage, that he
determined, not only to destroy
Mordeeai, but also to cut off the
whole Jewish people—men, wo-
men, and children, wheresoever
they could be found in the whole
country. Yes! all the people must
be put to death, because this one
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proud man could not have s
will!

To execute his cruel purpose, it
was necessary to obhm a decree
from the king. Haman took advan
tage of his high office and influence,
and represented to the king that
there was a certan people dwelling
in his dominions, whose customs
and laws were entirely different
from those of the Persians, and that
they did not respect.the king'’s com-
mandment ; that it was unwise to

suffer such a people to continue in
the land ; and he therefore prayed
the king to write a decree to destroy
them.

See the wicked man pleading for
4
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the ruin of a people that never in-
jured him, and that were entirely
innocent of all offence against the
king. How mean and hateful is
his conduct! What angry and ma-
licious feelings must be in his
heart !

Lest the king should objeet to
making the decree, on account of
the expense which it would ocea-
sion, Haman engaged to see that a
Jarge sum of money should be paid
into the treasury ; for he expected
to seize the property of the people
whose lives he was determined to
destroy.

The story which Haman told
was undoubtedly false. There is
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no account of a single person, ex
cept Mordecai, who refused to obey
the king’s commandment. But a
proud and ambitious man can easily
persuade himself, that any means
of accomplishing his purposes are
proper and lawful.

Without consulting any of his
friends or eounsellors, the king, in
a thoughtless manner, and perhaps
under the influence of wine, took
his ring from his hand and gave it
to Haman. This was a sign that
his request was granted ; for the
ring gave him authority to do as he
pleased. So he made the decree
Just according to his own wishes,
and sealed it with the king’s ring,
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which was given him for that pur
pose.  To determine what day
should be fixed upon for the mas-
sacre, Haman cast lots. Perhaps
he put into some person’s lap, or
into a box or other vessel, three
hundred and sixty-five marks, repre-
senting the days of the year; and
after shaking them together, he put
his hand in and drew out one of
the marks, and whatever day of the
year that mark represented, should
be the day of slaughter for the Jews.

So the lot is cast into the lap,
(Prov. xvi. 33,) but the whole dis
posing thereof is of the Lord. If
the lot had fallen on a day of the
next week, or the next month,
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there would have been no time to
save the poor Jews from the de-
struction which threatened them.
But the Lord so disposed the lot,
that the day appointed was nearly
a year distant, and thus the Jews
had abundant time to prepare for
their defence.

There was nothing wicked in
casting lots, when it was done sa-
credly, with a sincere and devout
reference of the whole matter to
God. It is, however, very wicked
to practise it unnecessarily, and
perhaps no case can oceur, in these
days of gospel light, when a resort
to this method of deciding a ques-
tion would be proper.

4%
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As soon as the day was fixed,
Haman hastened messengers all
over the Jand with the news. No-
tice was given to the governors and
rulers of the several provinces or
states, and the dectree was published
in the various languages of the
country. And letters were sent
by post everywhere, requiring that
upon the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which answers to
the first of March, as we reckon
time, they should destroy, kill, and
cause fo perish, all Jews, both
young and old, little children and
women, and seize all their pro-
perty.

Their purpose being formed, the
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king and Hamian sat down to drink
but the people of the city of Shu-
shan were surprised and shocked
when they heard what had hap
pened.
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CHAPTER IIL

Mordecai’s conduct when he heard of the decree—The
queen attempts in vain to comfort him—He admo-
nishes her of her duty to interfore for the safety of her
people—Her cbjections to this e Mordecai’s
answer, and its effect on the mind of the queen—

Her noble resalution—Story of the four leprous men.

As soon as Mordecai heard of the
decree, he was filled with sorrow,
and clothed himself in coarse, dark
cloth, and covered his body with
ashes, This was customary among
the Jews, as were also tearing the
hair, beating the breast, &c., as signs
of deep mourning and humiliation.
(Jonah iii. 6.) He then went out
into the city, and cried with a loud
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and bitter ery, and showed every
mark of the deepest distress.

It was very natural that in this
season of perplexity and danger,
Mordecai should wish to consult
with Esther, and learn from her the
true cause of the king’s displeasure
towards the Jews. But he conld
not be admitted to the palace in the

garments of sorrow. They that
dwell in king’s houses wear soft
raiment, (Matt. xi. 8,) and are of-
fended by the coarse, rough sack-
cloth which the mourner puts on;
but can they keep sadness and sor-

sow out of their houses, as well as
sackeloth and ashes? Do fevers,
and cancers, and dropsies pass by
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| the abodes of power and wealth, and
go only into the houses of the poor
and humble? Why then should
| the signs of mourning be kept ont
of sight, while sickness and death,
which oceasion it, happen alike to
‘ all? (Ecel. ix. 2.)

Irr‘ Esther, however, was not igno-
rant of what the king and Haman
had done; and she had heard, also,
of the deep sorrow which filled
Mordecai’s heart, and caused him
to utter his bitter cry, even in the
. street. Perhaps she did not know;
‘ as well as he did, the extent of
the threatened destruetion, nor the
means which had been used to make
it certain. But wherever the king’s
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decree was published, in all the pro-
vinces, there was greal mourning
among the Jews, and fasting, and
weeping, and wailing, and many
lay in sackeloth and ashes,

Such general grief and sorrow
could not pass unobserved; and the
servants of Esther told her of it.
Perhaps they mentioned Mordecai
by name, either because they sus-
pected, from his inquiries about her,
that he was a relation, or because

his grief was so great and public as

to attract particular notice.

The queen was greatly {roubled
when she heard of the deep afllie-
tion of her adopted father, and im-
mediately sent him a change of

5
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raiment, desiring that he would cast
off his garments of sackeloth, and
put on a cheerful dress. But he
declined to do so. He refused to be
comforted; and continued to mourn
and weep over the desolation with
which he and his countrymen were
threatened.

Then the queen called for Ha-
tach, one of her chief officers, and
directed him to go to Mordecai, and
inquire particularly into the cause
of his grief. and the extent of the
evil which he feared.

So Hatach went forth, and met
Mordecai as he was walking back
and forth in the street of the city,
which was before the king's gate,
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and told him for what purpose the
queen had sent him.

Then Mordecai told him all that
had happened, and gave him a copy
of the king's decree, that the queen
might see for herself what a dread-
ful destruction was about to come
upon her brethren and kinsmen, the
Jews. He also sent a particular
message to Esther, charging her to
goin unto the king, and make her
petition unto him in behalf of her
people, and see if she could not per-
suade him to change his purpose, or
in some way save them from the
ruin that was before them.

Esther directed Hatach to return
to Mordecai, and remind him of the
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law of the king’s house, that if any
person, man or woman, who  is not.
called, comes into the court where
the king is, such person shall surely
be put to death, unless the king
shall hold out to him or her the
golden sceptre, as a token of pardon
and favour. She also directed him
to say to Mordecai, that she had not
been called into the king’s presence
for thirty days; and, of course, she
had reason to fear that the king was
displeased with her, though she did
not know for what cause. At any
rate, she could not hope, under such
circumstances, to be received with
favour, if she should go into his pre-
sence uncalled. :
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But Mordecai was not satisfied
with this answer. He felt that Es-
ther was placed where she could do
more than any one else to turn the
king’s mind. He was convinced
that it was her duty to go to him
without any fear of the conse-

quences; tell him to what dan-

ger her countrymen were exposed
through the malice of wicked Ha-
man, and persuade him, if possible,
to protect and save them.

He therefore sent the messenger
back with a faithful warning to the
queen, that she must not think, be-
cause she was in the king's house,
that she would escape, if there

should be a general slaughter of
5%
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the Jews. He assured her of his
confidence that God would deliver
his people, by some means or other, )
such as his infinite wisdom should
choose. And he told her, that if
from selfishness, or an improper fear
of the consequences, she should hold
her peace when it was her duty to
speak out, she might depend upon
it, that the deliverance of the Jews
would be accomplished, while she
and her family would be destroyed.

He also suggested to her, that
perhaps God, in his wise and holy
providence, had brought her, an
obscure, captive orphan, to the
throne of Persia, for the very pur-
pose of delivering the Jews through

her means,
-«
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We see that Mordecai had no
fears. He felt perfect confidence
in the power of God to take care of
him and of his people. It is true
he mourned and wept, for it wasa
time of danger and calamity to his
countrymen, and weeping is not
inconsistent with entire confidence
in God, and cheerful submission to
his will. But he had no doubt
that Haman’s scheme would be
defeated, and the Jews be delivered
from the hands of their enemies,
whatever course Esther might take.
But for her own sake, he begged
her to study the will of God, and
to determine whether it was not
vequired of her to take advantage

. 4
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of her exalted station, and to use
her influence with the king in be-
half of her captive countrymen,
who were threatened with such 2
bloody persecution.

This course of Mordecai is wor-
thy of imitation. For example: it
seems a thing incredible, that this
world, filled as it now is with darks
ness and sin, should ever be univer
sally blessed with the light, and
purity, and peace of the gospel.
But God says it shall be so, The
earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the Lord. (Isa. xi. 9.) He will
give his son the heathén for his inhe-
ritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for his possession. (Ps
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ii. 8) Now this will certainly
come to pass. Though missiona-
ries should die as fast as they land
on pagan shores ; though types and
printing-presses should all be broken
up, and none should know how to
make them again; and though
Bibles and tracts should all be de-
stroyed ; still God's counsel shall
stand. His will shall be accom-
plished. He teaches us, by the
Bible and by his providence, what
his will is, We have abundant
evidence, that he blesses the efforts
of his church to spread the gospel
by means of missionaries, schools,
tracts, &e.; and we are to do all
this with as much zeal and industry,
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asif the purpose of a gracious Re-
deemer could be accomplished in
no other way. Esther may be
silent, but the Jews will be sayed,
Means may fail, but the promise
of God is sure.

Mordecai’s solemn message great-
ly moved the queen’s mind. We
may suppose that she was much
perplexed with the difficulties of
her situation. If she should incur
the kings anger by any improper
approach to him, she would lose
her place, as the former queen had
lost her’s.  There would then he
no one near the throne to defend
the Jews, and they would be left
to perish before the fury of their

—
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enemies.  And yet, on the other
hand, if some one did not go for-
ward boldly, and make known the
whole matter to the king, it would
probably be too late, in a little
while, to get the decree changed.
In this difficulty, she took the
only safe course. As an humble,
dutiful child seeks the advice and
direction of a wise and faithful
parent, so she went to her heavenly
Father, and besonght him to direct

her steps in the right way, and give
her grace to glorify him. She
asked not in vain. The path of
duty was made plain before her
face; and she had strength and
resolution given to her to make a
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decision, and to meet all the conse-
quences of it.

“Go,” said she to the messen-
ger,—* go, réturn to Mordecai, and
tell him to gather together all the
Jews in the city, and fast, neither
eating nor drinking for three days,
night or day. I, also, and my
maidens will fast likewise, and so
will T go in unto the king, though
it is against the law: AND IF I
PERISH, I PERISH.”

It was a noble resolution. She
reasoned as the four leprous men
reasoned, who were sitting at the
gate of the eity of Samaria; while
its inhabitants were suffering a
dreadful famine. Perhaps youmay
remember the story.
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The Syrian army had besieged
Samaria ; that is, they had shat up
the city, and surrounded it with
soldiers, so that no one could go in
or come out, night or day. This
siege had lasted so long, that the
people were starving. So dreadful
was the famine that nearly fifty
dollars were paid for the head of an
ass to eat; and the people had even
begun to feed upon each other !

The four leprous men were sit-
ting just outside the gate ; for those
who had this dreadful disease were
not permitted to come near other
people. And they said one to
another, # Why sit we here until
we die? If we say we will enter

6
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into the city, then the famine is in
the city, and we shall die there ;
and if we sit still here, we shall die
also.” Now, therefore, come lef us
fall unto or join the host of the
Syrians. If they save us alive, we
shall live; and if they kill us, we
shall but die.”

And they rose up to go to the
Syrian camp. And God prepared
the way before them, by causing
the Syrians to flee at what they
thought to be the sound of horses
and chariots, and a great army com-
ing upon them. So that when the
four lepers came upon ‘the camp-
ground, behold there was no man
there, neither voice of man; but
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porses tied, and asses tied, and the
tents as they were.

It was might but they hastened
to the city, and called to the porter
who kept the gates, and told him
what had happened. The king was
informed of it but he suspected it
to be a trick of the enemy, by
which they meant to deceive and
draw them out of the city, and then
fall upon them by surprise, and eut
them off. Messengers were sent
out to ascertain the truth ; and they
followed the flying army,.of the
Syrians even to the river Jordan,
and found the whole way was
strewed with the garments and ves- ¥
sels which the Syrians had cast

e
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away in their flight. So the fam-
ished people went out of the city,
and supplied themselves with meat
and drink, and silver and gold, from
the tents which their enemies had
left.

This beautiful history, as well as
the incident in Esther’s life, may
instruet us in a matter of personal
duty. Our situation is not unlike
that of the leprous men, except that
it is perhaps a great deal worse.
We are all in danger of eternal
death. We are condemned al-
ready, and the wrath of God abides
upon us. (John iii. 18. 36.) If

-+ we do not repent of our sins and
forsake them, and turn to God, we
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shall surely die. (Ezek. xviil. 20.)
If we call upon God and ery for
mercy, and he will not hear us, but
sends us away in all our guilt and
sretchedness, without peace or par-
don, we can but die. A struggle
for salvation will not make our case
any worse. And there is at least
some good reason to hope, that if
we ask, we shall receives if we
seek, we shall find ; if we knoek, it

shall be opened unto us. (Matt
vii. 7—11.)

Just make the trial, seek hi
Yes, seck him wEnr and Xow 3
Repent, believe, and trust his grace,
And make your solemn YO,

6
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CHAPTER 1V,

A solemn fast for three days—Character of Esther’s
resolution — The prodigal on's resolution — T'he
wanderer from God—The generous and noble con-
duct of the queen contrasted with the benevolence
und sacrifices of the divine Redeermor,

We may suppose that in the
midst of all the vain pleasures and
honours of the king’s palace, and
while the streets of the cif v of Shu-
shan were thronged with the busy
children of the world, Esther, with
a few of her servants, who feared
God, retired to the most secret
apartment they could find. Ang
sometimes alone and sometimes to-
gether, bowed themselves down,
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and for three days earnestly be-
sought the divine direction and
blessing. 'The queen was about to
expose her crown, and perhaps her
life, in behalf of her conntrymen;
and she needed great grace to do
her duty wisely, faithfully, and
fearlessly. The Jews felt that if
she did not succeed, their hope of
deliverance would be nearly, if not
quite destroyed: and they fasted,
and prayed, and pleaded with God,
that he would remember them in
mercy, and give Esther favour in
the sight of the king, that so they
might be delivered from the hands
of their enemies, who stood ready
to destroy them.
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Mordecai, too, the orphan’s father
and friend, by whose advice and
persuasion she had been so greatly
influenced—how fervently was he
imploring the protection and bless-
ing of God, to attend the queen in
her most hazardous and doubtful
enterprise, and with what deep and
solemn interest was he looking for-
ward to the issue of it!

Esther’s resolution was made
without any condition or qualifica-
tion. She looked at the critical
circumstances in which she and
her countrymen were placed by
the malice of Haman and the rash-
ness of the king. She felt that her
duty was plain, and though attend-
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ed with many dangers, must be
performed. She knew her weak-
ness too, and how easily the wicked
and deceitful heart of man is turned
aside by the temptations of the
devil. It was wise in her to cast
herself on God, and trust in Him
for the supply of all needed grace
and strength.

Nothing is more common among
men than to make resolutions 3 and
they are broken or forgotten as
easily as they are made. The most
Ccommon reasons are, either that
they are made without reference to
our dependence on God for grace 1o
keep them, or they are made with
the fear and expectation that they
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will not be kept, or (and this is ghe
most common reason) they are not
made with a view to present action,
We are much more willing to pe.
solve for to-morrovy thap fop to-day.
The son that left his father's house,
with all jts comfort and safety, and
roamed abroad jip folly and sin, till
he was reduced to beggary, wag ot
last compelled, by his forlorn eop-
dition, to think of home, of his ;.
ther, of the Peace and plenty e
might haye enjoyed there, ang of
the base ingratitude ang sinfulness
of his conduct. i Teason was re-
stored ; eonscience spoke; T wip
arise, not next week, not to-mop-
row, but NOW. He could do it
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better then than at any future time.
I will arise and go to my father;
and he arose and went. YWhat he
resolved to do he did ; and did it at
once. This was the only wise and
safe course. And so the wanderer
from God, of whatever age or cha-

racter, as soon as he is made to feel
his miserable and hopeless situation,
needsonly to form such a resolution
as Esther formed, and seek the same
grace to keep it.

T'll go to Jesus, though my sin
Doth like a mountain rise;

I know his courts ; Pll enter in;
Perhapn ho'll hear my cries,
Perhaps he will wdmit my ples,
Perbiaps regard my prayer;
But if 1 perish, T will pray,
And perish only there,
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It was a generous spirit in Esther
that led her to expose her own in
terest and life for the sake of her
brethren, and kindred, and friends,
The most worldly and selfish can-
not but admire her for it. But
this, and all similar acts of gene-
rosity and noble daring which his-
tory records, are not worthy to be
compared with the benevolence of
our Divine Redeemer, who left the
glory which he had with the father
before the world was, (John xvii.
53;) came to this guilty earth of
ours in the form of a servant; made
himself of no reputation, (Phil. ii.
7,) and suffered the punishment of
our sins in our stead, He knew
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that a life of suffering” and disgrace
was before him, (Isa. liii. 3, &e. )
that death in its most cruel and ter-
rible form would meet him; and,
more than all this, that he must be
forsaken of God, (Matt. xxvii. 46,)
his holy Father, while he took the
place and bore the sins of man in
his own body on the tree. (1 Pet.
ii. 24.) And yet he came, not to
call the righteous but sinners to re-
pentance. (Matt.ix. 13.) He died,
—not for the righteons—not for
his friends,—but for sinners,—for
his enemies. He was shamefully
treated, basely betrayed, and cru-
elly murdered by those whom he

came to pardon, bless, and save.
7
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Their lasting silence break ;
‘While, all harmonious, human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak |
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CHAPTER V.
tures all, and goes into the king's presence—

Esther ven!
«'s offer—The king and Ha-

‘Her reception—The kin
mah invited o a banquet—The queen’s socond Te-

q\mﬂ——ﬂumnu'm anger excited anew—He discloses
his feclings to his family and fiends—They propos

the worder of Mordecai—A gallows prepared for the
purpoee-

[ wiiL GO IX UNTO THE KING,
AND 1¢ 1 PERISH, 1 PERISH.

This was the noble resolution of
Esther when she considered her ob-
ligations to the king, to herself, to
(od, and to her own people

On the last of {he three days
which had been spent in fasting
and prayer, and while Mordecai

and the other Jews of the city were
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yet engaged in the solemn service,
the queen put on the royal robes,
and with her heart fixed, trusting
in God, (Ps. cxii. 7,) she went fear
Jessly into the inner court of the
king’s palace, and stood wheze none
were permitted to enter, unless they
were called by the king.

The king is upon his throne, and
sees her approach.  The officers of
the court are standing in the royal
presence.  This is the time of dan-
ger: but in answer to the prayers
of Esther and her companions, God
gives her favour in the king’s sight
She bows herself at the footstool,
and the golden sceptre is held out
to her as a token of acceptance.
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«Then said the king unto her,
What wilt thou, queen Esther? and
what is thy request? It shall be
given thee to the half of my king-
dom.”

What a relief to her anxious and
burdened heart ! and what emotions
of gratitude must have been excited
in her bosom, when she found that
God had turned the king’s heart
favourably towards her !

In answer to his gracious inquiry,
Fsther merely requested that the
king and Haman would come to-
gether, that day, to a feast which
she had prepared for them.

% And the king said, Cause Ha-
man to make haste, that he may
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do as Esther hath said. So the
king and Haman came to the ban-
quet that Esther had prepared.”

While sitting at the table, the
king repeated his offer to Esther,
and asked her to make known her
request. She declined doing so at
that time, but invited the king and
Haman to come to another feast
the next day.

This distinguished honour was
very flattering to the pride of Ha-
man. 'To be invited o the queen’s
feast, with no company but the
king, was a distinction which few
courtiers attained, and to an ambi-
tious, worldly man, like Haman, a
very desirable one. So that he
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went forth from the palace into
the street, with a joyful and glad
heart. But at the gate sat Morde-
cai. He passed by, but the humble
Jew stood not up nor moved for
him. Mordeeai had by this time
become more fully acquainted with
his mean and malicious character,
and with his eruel designs towards
himself and his countrymen; and
he felt unwilling to pay to sucha
man the least token of respect.
This filled Haman’s proud heart
with anger and indignation, and
of course took away all the enjoy-
ment which his late honours had
occasioned.

He, however, restrained himself
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as well as he was able, until he got
homk; and here, where the real
character is usually seen best, Ha-
man exposed the bad feelings of his
heart.

He even calls his friends and
associates together, and in the pre-
sence of his wife and family, ex-

poses his weakness and sin. He

tells them of the glory of his riches,
of his children, who were at that
moment, perhaps; playing about the
room, unconscious of the disgrace
and ruin which their father was
bringing upon himself. He tells
them of his honours and distine-
tions in the king's service; and
especially does he call to mind the
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flattering token of the queen’s re-
gard which he had just received, in
being invited to the banquet, with
no one but the king,on two succes-
sive days. “ Yetall this,” cries the
unhappy, twretched man, “all this
availeth me nothing, so long as I
see Mordecai, the Jew, sitting at
the king’s gate.” No matter what
fayour, distinction, or prosperity I
may enjoy, L shall never be happy
till that man, Mordeeai, is made to
bow down to me. T'will never be
contented, so long as he keeps his
seat while T am passing by.

We may readily suppose that
such a man would not have the
wisest and best people for his friends

8
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and counsellors, And we find,
from the advice they gave him,
that Haman took counsel of those
who were ready to feed his pride,
and to assist him in the execution
of his wicked designs.

His wife and friends advised him
to have a gallows erected, seventy-
five feet high; and that when he
should go with the king to Esther’s
banquet the next day, he should
obtain from him an order to hang
Mordecai. The gallows being pre-
pared beforehand, there would be
no delay, and the hated Mordecai
could be put out of the way before
his friends would have an opportu-
nity to intercede for him
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The plan pleased Haman. His
anger was so fierce that he could
not wait for the general massacre.
The gallows was erected ; bt Mor-

decai, of course, had no knowledge
of the mischief that was intended

towards him. He went on in the
i discharge of his duty; while God
took care that the evil design of

Haman should not prosper.
righteous man is always safe.

He shall call wpon me,
And T will saswer him

T will be with him in troubile,

T will deliver lit and honour him;
With Jong life will 1 satisfy him,
And shew him wy salsation.

Psahu xci. 16, 18,
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CHAPTER VL .

The king finds that Monlecui bas not been rewarded—
Haman is suddenly called on to propese honours for
the king's favourite—Te mintukes the king's pur
pose—Picture of a selfish mas—Haman is compel-
Ted to do honour to Monloesi—Public display—BEf
focts of this houour upen Mordecni—Effects upon
Haman—Their respective conduct,

T so happened that the king on

that night could not sleep. It
might have been because of the im-
proper indulgences of the day; or
the cares of his vast kingdom might
press upon him ; or it is still more
probable, that the stings of a guilty
conscience, and the possession of a
heart at enmity with God, occa
sioned his wakefulness, He might
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have fancied that conspiracies were
formed against him, and that his
crown, or perhaps his life, was to
be {aken from him, for the wicked
are like the troubled sea, when it
cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt. There is no peace,
saith my God, to the wicked. (Tsa.
Tvii. 20, 21.) To employ the rest-
less hours, hé called for the books
in which the history of his King-
dom was written. During the ex-
amination of these books, his atten-
fion was drawn tfo a particular
passage, from which it appeared
that Mordecai had made known
the plan for his assassination, which
was laid by the two seryants; and
g%
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it did not appear that he had ever
been rewarded for this service.

The king determined at once to
reward Mordecai for his faithful-
ness, and immediately inquired of
his servants what officer was in the
outer court. Haman was so impa-
tient for the destruction of thg”
humble Jew, that he could not wait
for the banquet to get an order for
his execution. He was coming in
at this early hour of the morning
to accomplish his purpose. The
gervant  said, “ Behold, Haman
standeth in the court.” The king
directed him to be called. So Ha-
man came in.

Before he had an opportunity to
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propose his own business, however,
he was asked, ¢ What shall be done
to the man whom the king delight-
eth to honour?” Now mark the
' workings of his proud and selfish
| heart. He said within himself,
“Who is there in all Persia, whom
the king would honour rather than
me? Tam invited with him to the
queen’s banquets; I am first in
office, and first in favour. I have
the king’s ceal in my possession, ¢
and what mark of his confidence
could he give me, that 1 have not
got? And yet it must be that he
designs some new distinction for
me.”
As soon as he had time o think
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of a plan for the most public dis-
play of the royal favourite, and not
doubting at all that it would be all
for himself, he replied :

“For the man whom the king
delighteth to honour, let the royal
apparel be brought, and the eroywn*
which the king wears, and the
horse that he rides upon. And let
one of the noblest princes’ of the
country be called, and let the ap-
parel, and the crown, and the horse
be given into his hands: and let
him array in this apparel, and with
this crown, the man whom the

* There is some doubt whether this crown was the
» oF whether it was an ornament placed upon the

head of the horse, to denote that ho belonged to the

king,

TEm———————
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king delighteth to honour, and

bring him on' horseback through
the streets of the “eity, and let a
herald go before him, proclaiming
with a loud voiee, ¢ Thus shall it be
done unto the man whom the king
delighteth to honour.
In all this, the' vain and wicked
Haman supposed that he was pro-
curing distinetion for himself, and
imagined, perhaps, that he already
heard the shouts of the multitude,

(T

as he rode through the streets of
Shushan, in reyal state, bearing
upon his person such proud tokens
of the king’s favour. Mordecai, he
supposed, would before that time
have ended his life on the gallows,
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and would no more vex his haughty
spirit; so that he should be had in
reverence by the whole people.
What then must have been his
surprise and mortification, when
the king commanded him to make
haste, and take the apparel and the
horse, just as he had proposed, and
do even so to Mordecai !—yes, to
Mordecai, the Jew that was sitting
at the king's gate. The last words
of the king’s command were, % Let
nothing fail of all that thou hast
spoken.”  What a dagger to the
heart of Haman! Maust all this be
done for that Jew, the destroyer of
all my peace ; and must I do it?

Yes, it was the king's command,




The proud Haman humbled, and the b Dordecal exuftad
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and he could not refuse, but at the

peril of his life. And with a heayy

and angry heart, he took the ap-
parel and. the horse; called for
Mordecai, arrayed him in the royal
robes, and put upon him the royal
Crown.

Attended by a military guard
and by a crowd of citizens, all
waiting to do homage to the king's
favourite, Mordecai passed through
the streets of the city, upon the
king’s horse, led by the proud Ha-
man, who had intended all this
honour. for himself. And the pro-
clamation was made by a herald, at
every corner, and at the places of
public resort: Trus SHALL IT BB

9
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DONE UNTO THE MAN WHOM THE

_KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR.

Mordecai enjoyed not this dis-
tinction. He would rather have
chosen to remain at the king’s gate,
unnoticed and unknown. But he
knew that much was depending
upon the humour of the king, and
although he desired none of this
vain and idle parade, he was will-
ing to submit to the king's plea-
sure, for the sake of securing the
safety of his people. It is not the
receiving praise from men, but it is
the improper desire of praise, and
the neglect to seek the honour
which cometh from God only,
whichissosinful. A man of piety,




HADASSAH, 99

whose life is governed by the prin-

ciples of the gospel, will gcnernﬂy

be honoured by his fellow men.
But he receives this honour with
meekness, giving God the glory
and he uses his influence to inerease
the happiness of his fellow men.
The difference is clearly seen in
the conduct of the two men before
us. Mordecai, when the parade
was over, cheerfully left his horse ;
threw off his crown and royal
apparel ; withdrew himself from
the multitude, and from the ho-
nours they were ready to heap
upon him ; and took his place again
at the king’s gate. While Haman,
possessed of wealth and honour,




100 HADASSAH.

and holding the highest place in
the king’s favour, hastened to his
house, mortified, vexed, and with
his head covered, as a token of
mourning, because another man
had been henoured rather than
himself.  All his care and thonght
were about his own happiness and
glory.




HADASSAH. 101

CHAPTER VIL

Haman's friends predict his downfall—He is hastily
callod to the queen’s banquet—She then discloses
to the king the wicked conspiracy against the Jews.

We must remember how unex-
pectedly and rapidly the scenes
recorded in the last chapter took
place. Haman expected to have
accomplished the destruction of

Mordecai, before he attended the

king to the queen’s banquet. In-

stead of this, the plan proposed for
showing honour to the king's fa-
vourite had been matured. And
in the short space of a single morn-
ing, Mordeeai had been called from

his post of duty to attend on the
g%
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king’s pleasure; the news of the
intended display had been spread
through the city ; the military, and
the crowd of citizens, had been
collected and dispersed ; he, whose
honour and distinction had been
proclaimed by the public herald in
the ears of thousands, had already
taken his humble seat in the king's
gate; and Haman had returned
home to tell his wife and friends of
all that had befallen him. Who can
tell what a day may bring forth!
It was evident to Haman’s friends,
that the honour showed to Mor-
decai was not a sign of any good
to Haman. And they told him
plainly, that they thought his fall
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was at hand, and that his plan for
Mordecai’s destruetion would not
succeed.  While they were yet
talking with him, however, a ser
vaut came from the king, and
interrupting the conversation, re-
minded him of his engagement to
attend Esther’s banquet. Although
he had been so mueh flattered by

her invitation, yet he was, at the

same time, so full of disappoint-
ment and mortification at the
events of the morning, and so per-
plexed as to the course he should
now pursue to bring about the de-
struction of Mordeeai, and sccure
his own safety, that he had forgotten
his appointment, until the messen-
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ger came to his house to hasten
him to the queen’s apartments.

The conduet of Esther must
have surprised both the king and
Haman. We are to remember,
that she had ventured, at the hazard
of her life, into the king’s presence.
She had been received with favour.
The king had offered her whatever
she desired. even if it should be the
half of his kingdom. She only
asked his presence with Haman at
her Iumqilvl.

When seated at the banquet, the 1
king repeated his offer to give her
| whatever she desired, though it

should be half his kingdom. They
probably thought that her object
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was to secure an opportunity for a
private interview with them, that
she might make some important
petition, and have time to urge it
with all proper importunity. But
instead of this, to the repeated offer
of the king, she only answered, by
inviting them to come the next
day to another banguet which she
would provide. And now they
were again in her presence, and the
king once more said to her; “ What

is thy petition, queen Esther? and
it shall be granted thee: and what
is thy request? and it shall be per-
formed, even to the half of the

kingdom.”
Then the queen answered and
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said, “If I have found favour in
thy sight, O king, and if it please
the king, let my life be given me
at my petition, and my people at
my request.”

She then disclosed to the king
the whole plot. She stated to him,
that she and her people, the Jews,
were sold to be destroyed, to be

slain, and to perish. She said that
if it had been intended merely to

sell them into bondage, she should '
have said nothing ; though even. in |

that case, the country would lose 1
many of its best citizens, and the

i king many of his best subjects; and
this was an injury which those who
sought to destroy them would be
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anable to repair. But it was the
universal massacre of Jewish men,
women, and children, without dis
tinction, that was designed ; and her
petition was, that the king would
interfere for their deliverance.
Filled with astonishment at this
disclosure, the king quickly in-
quired, Who is he and where is he,

that durst presume in his heart to
do so? Who is there, among all
my people, so malicious as to think
of such a eruel purpose? He had
probably forgotten the act of which

he had been guilty in a moment of
excitement, and by which he had
exposed many thousands of inno-
cent people to an untimely and vio-
lent death.
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Esther replied, It 1s TaIs WIck
Ep Haman!

No wonder the proud man starts
back with terror, when his foul and
murderous purposes are thus ex-
posed. No wonder the vessel from
which he was drinking falls from
his trembling hand, when he finds
himself in the king’s presence 2
guilty, self-condemned, ruined man.
But. O! how faint an emblem is
this. of the terror and dismay which
will fill the soul of every impeni-
tent sinner, when he stands in the
presence of the Judge of all the
earth. with no interest in Christ,

and of course no defence against
the dreadful curse of that holy, just
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Haman's iniquity exposed.
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and good law, which he has broken,
trampled upon, and despised. Tne
SOUL THAT SINNETH, IT SHALL

DIE.
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CHAPTER VIIL

*he king's indignation—Haman exposed and ruined
His sudden and disgraceful death—His estate given
1o the queen—Plan to save the Jews—Mordecai's
exaltation, and conduct under it.

Tae king was so angry that he
arose from the banquet, and went
into an adjoining garden, to com-
pose his mind, and determine what
should be done with Haman. It
was evident from his countenance
and manner that his displeasure was
excited in the highest degree; and
Haman, seeing the evil that was
coming upon him, rose up before

the queen, and begged her to save
him from the king’s wrath.
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Tn the earnestness of his entrea-
ties, he had fallen upon his knees on
the couch where Esther was sitting,
The king, coming in at that instant,
supposed his object was to insult
and dishonour the queen, for he be-
gan to think that no crime was too
base and daring for him to attempt.
He indignantly ‘exclaimed at this
new outrage; and no sooner had
the words passed his lips, than the
servants who had entered the apart-
ment, and who supposed the king
meant that he should be put to
death, seized him immediately and
covered his face. This was once
the custom among the Persians, as

we are told by many heathen wri
10*
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ters. A strong expression of the -
royal displeasure towards an indi-
vidual was received as a sufficient
warrant to treat him as if he was
already econdemned, and his face
was covered as a token of his ap-
proaching doom.

One of the servants who saw this
transaction, and knew that the exe
cution of Haman would follow, im
mediately said before the king, that
the gallows which had been pre-
pared for Mordecai was standing in
the court of Haman’s house. And
the king ordered Haman himself to
be hung thereon without delay.

What a change! The proud
Homan has been brought low.
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The humble Mordecai has been
exalted. Esther’s attempt to save
herself and her countrymen, at the
hazard of her own life, promises fo
be successful. The king is unde-
ceived ; and the mourning and de-
spair of the Jews is changed into
the joyful hope of deliverance.
Lo, all these things worketh God
oftentimes with man. (Job xxxiii.
29.) :
Immediately after the death of
Haman, Esther made known to the
king her relation to Mordecai, and
that he had been to her a friend
and a father. And on that very
day there were given to her all the
riches in which Haman vainly
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boasted himself. And the ring
which the king had given Haman,
and which Haman had used to seal
the bloody decree against the Jews,
was taken back by the king hims
self, and given to Mordecai; who
was also appointed by the queen to i
superintend. and manage the pro-
perty which had belonged to Ha-

man.

Some persons never think of
others, if their own wishes are ‘
gratified. Indeed, they seem to -

: enjoy their own pleasure more, |
when they know that others are B
5 disappointed. i

But ia the midst of all these
agreeabie changes for herself and
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her deavest earthly friend, neither
Esther nor Mordecai forgot the un-
happy condition of their country-
men. The decree for their de-
struction was still in foree, though
the wicked author of it had been
cut off. And some measures must
soon be taken to save them, or the
appointed day would come, and
there would be none to deliver
them from their enemies.

Esther went before the king, fell
at his feet, and besought him with
tears, that he would in some way
prevent the evil which had been
designed by Haman against the
nation of the Jews. The golden
sceptre was again held out to her as
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a token of the royal acceptance:
and she arose, and stood up before
him, and said: “If it please the
king, and if I have found favour in \
his sight, and the thing seems right |
before the king, and I be pleasing f
in his eyes, let it be written to re-
verse the letters which Haman
wrote, to destroy the Jews which
‘are in all the king’s provinces. For ‘
how can I endure to see the evil 4
that shall come unto my people? _
i and how can I endure to see the |
destruction of my kindred ?”
Four months had  passed away
since the decree was obtained, and
eight months remained before the

time of its execution; but the
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country was so extensive, and the
Jews so much scattered, that not a
moment could safely be lost, in
providing for their defence.

The king was pleased to meet
their wishes in the fullest manner.
As to reversing the decree, how-
ever, it was entirely out of the
question, for there was this remark-
able and very unwise provision in
the constitution of the Persian
government, viz. that a lagv once
made could mnever be xanged.
But he told them to propose what
ever decree they pleased for thei.
own protection, and gave them
authority to use his seal, and thus
to give it all necessary force.
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- Accordingly seribes were called
together, and a decree was pre-
pared, signed with the king’s name,
and sealed with his seal. Riders
were then employed to go abroad
upon the swiftest beasts, through-
out the whole kingdom, into every
one of the hundred and twenty-
seven provinces, to the Jews and
all other people, and make known
the new decree. By this decree,
permission was given to the Jews
to gather themselves together, not
only to adopt measures to protect
themselves, but also to slay and de-
stroy any one that should attack
them in any manner.

If something like this had not
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been done, the Jews would have
been punished for making any pre-
paration or attempt to defend them-
selves; but from the decree, every-
body would understand that they
were in the king’s favour, and had
the same rights with the rest of the
people, and might have a full op-
portunity to unite together and lay
plans for their defence.” Such was
the effect of this decree, that the
Jews, who a little while since were
trembling through fear of what
might befall them, had now become
the strongest party, and many of
the people actually turned Jews, in
order to be on their side.

Mordecai, too, was raised to the
11
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122 HADASSAH.

chief place among the king’s offi-
cers. He was clothed in royalap- . &
parel of blue and white; and he ‘
had a crown of gold upon his head,
and a rich robe of fine linen and ,
purple. And so great was the re- !
LI_ gard of the people for him, that,
humble as he was, they were all ‘
glad, even the whole city of Shu-
shan, when he was thus honoured \
and elevated.
And yet how strangely it must
have appeared to them, that the
i man who but yesterday was sitting ‘
at the king's gate, should now be
4 borne upon the shoulders of the \
multitude, while the flowers are ?
scattered upon him from the roofs 4




Mordecai recaiving honeur from the people.




HADASSAH.

of  the houses, and strewed before
him as he passes along the streets.
The voice of singing, too, and the
sound of the soft harp and the shrill
trumpet, and the shouts of the
people, on every side, fill the city
with joy and gladness.

But Mordecai knew well the
vanity of all this, and the little
dependence that could be placed
upon the honour which cometh
from men. Jt is true he main-
tained his place in the king’s house,
and, for all that we know, con-
tinued in favour with the people:
but no one, who has read the his-
tory of our blessed Redeemer, can

forget that the same multitudes
10%
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that attended him when he vode

into the city of Jerusalem, and

cried, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he that cometh |
in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna

in the highest!” were soon after

heard crying in the same streets,

and concerning this same meek

and holy Jesus,  Away with him;

away with him ; crucify him.”

Put not your trust in princes, nor
in the son of man, iy whom there
is mo help. Happy is he whose
hope is in the Lord his God. Ps.
exlvi. 3. 5.

h——'—a
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CHAPTER IX.

The fatal day—Review of the changes—The Jews are
prospered—Feast-days—Purim—Complets triumph
of the Jews—Dreadful end of Human's sons—Im-

, portant principles,

By-axn-py the time came which
was fixed upon by Haman for the
massacre of the Jews. And what
wonderful events have come to
pass, since the lot was drawn which
marked that as the dreadful day!
Haman has gone down to the grave
in wretchedness and disgrace, and
with a load of guilt upon his soul.
Mordecai, whom he despised, is

now higher in the king’s favour
than Haman himself ever was,
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The Jews, who trembled m view
of the destruction which hung over s
them, are now feared by the people;
for those who saw Mordecai’s ad- ]
vancement, and desired to oltain
his favour, did all they could to
please him, by defending and assist- .
ing his countrymen.

All these changes, great and
marvellous as they are, were easily
brought about by the wisdom and
powerof God. He taketh the wise
in their own craftiness, and the

; counsel of the wicked is carried M
headlong, Jobv.13. The wicked
shall fall himself int. his own pit. 1

Prov. xxviii. 10. ,
In many parts of the ountry the

_
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Jews were attacked, and they slew
a great many of their enemies in
their struggle to protect themselves.
They were universally victorious,
for the fear of them fell on all
people. But while they smote
their enemies on every side, they
did it only in self-defence, and in
no instance did they take an article
of their property.

This scene of war and bloodshed
lasted only one day, and the next
two days they observed as days of
joy and thanksgiving. They sent
good things to each other, as friends
in our days send Christmas and
New-year presents. They also sent
gifts to the poor; and so showed,
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‘ by doing good to others, that they
were not unmindful of God’s great
goodness and merey to themselves.

They also made a law that these
two days, which they called days
of Purim.* should always be ob-

served throughout every generation,
every family, every possession, and .
eyery city: so that the remem-
brance of God’s interposition in

) their behalf should never, never
cease. 'Thus we leave Esther and
Mordecai and the Jews in the full
enjoyment of God's favour and
blessing, at peace with their ene-

* They were called duys of Purim, because they

had re which had been fixed upon o2

% Hamen determined by rox

the mn , and wh

or lot, ns before mentioned.

_
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mies, and with the voice of joy and
gladness in all their houses.

And what became of the family
of wicked Haman?

We are not told _what number
of children he had, nor what was
the end of his wife; but we know
he left ten sons, every one of whom
followed his father to the gallows.
Yes, the ten sons of Haman were
hanged ; probably, as the counsel-
lors and abettors of their father in
his wicked conspiracy. How true
is that which was said by the wisest
of men! - #The npright shall dwell

in the land, and the perfect shall
remain in it; but the wicked shall
be cnt off from the earth, and the
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transgressors shall be rooted out of
it The Lord will destroy the
house (or family) of the proud.”
Prov. ii. 21, 22.

This interesting story illustrates
and establishes at least three truths:

1. That pride and ambition are
destructive of happiness. Though
he may have whatever his heart
can desire, a proud and ambitious
man still finds some Mordecai or
other, the sight of whom fills his
heart with vexation and discontent.
Perhaps his neighbour has a better
house, or a higher office, or is more
distingunished than himself ; and he
is so weak and foolish as to let this
take away his peace and happiness.
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2. That pride, like every other
bad passion, leads a man from one
degree of wickedness to another,
until he is overtaken with disgrace
and ruin, To know that © God
resisteth the proud,” is enough to
make us tremble at the thought of
indulging that vile passion.

3. THAT THE RIGHTEOUS ARE
sare. The Lord knoweth them
that are his. No matter how
much every thing and every body
may seem to be against us, God
will make all things swork together
for our good il we love Him. Our
great anxiety, then, should he to
have our peace made with God,
through Jesus Christ his Son, who

12

R e
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can defend us, provide for us and
support us here, and give us cver-
lasting peace and joy beyond the

grave,

THE END.
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