
TilE LITTLE COAT:
By REV. SYLYESTER JUDD.
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"Bia roothef'lIla.de him .lillM eo&L"-1 S4mI<d ii: 19.

'}'ile season of tbe year baa arrived. ",hen oW'mothers,
Iili.c Ih.DlIlIh of oM. are mll.kiDg Cor their childn:lI. little

COlt14.
Dro.:ss, that Deets" ..ry 8Fpendage of lbe bOOr. CQnsU-

t\lto:o~ no ineonfpicuou~ feature of our earthly life. Wilere--
withal ..han 'Wt> clothed! was l\ Gc ..tilian question of old,
and ill this we are all Ocnlilcl Itill. The dreSl beoom08
IUI u:puucnt of the mind, which. in its turn, ilS mo", or

Il;lIs tinged by wha.t 9,.-e Tieal.
CL.ildno are caM!Y l.3ugbt to love dress; aDd Lhey eel

just a.bout that T!LIne un it, which their pllrentA and friends
do in Lheir behalf. 1 hll.\"e seeD children vain of th(;ir
drel\~~. but they were D<Jt h~lf :Kl vllin Il.~ their moLhllN
""ere for them. SoUle moLbcN try c.l.ccedingly to awaken,
in their very young children, u. M'n~ibility to d~s&, and w
ll.tlach thl'm to colou Mnd lin~ry. J'lI.iallt are taken to im-
prel>'lI it upon the mind of the child, t~.a.t he hll~ 8Om<:lbing
preuy, Ilnd h<llKlOn lcaroll to di~criminal.ll in ltul,;b matttTtI.
This p J.8sion. too, .omet.imf'K tAketl '" prccl!dence of a 10\'8
of goodnel/o~, a10ll' of the truly br-utiful. a love of natur<l
and God i aud, onr,e elltl/.bli~hed, it a.';l\llnlC8 a. haughty
I'U"Y OW'f tbe lIOU!. QD.r )'oI1Lhll. lame of them, become

Badly 1:1Ul1:l.ud in ~bis lice.
Wh~n I see young penons dt:\'otl'd to dre'!.'!, Itudious

uf appearWlccS, aiming at effect more b)' whll.t i~u.kroal,
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than inl.t>rn"l, it is oln'iuus to I"t'tlect that thoir molhf'tI
once maue them little C,OIl.t.!l.

In like mannn, nb", whcll I see ll. rhild imi~tiDg the
example. yielding to the ill1r~II..~, carrying ouL the prinri_
ple~. I)r ut:\'c1opiog tbf! ~pirit of 11 pll.ft'nt, lam reminded
that the mother ooce fllll.lle him a little cual

We Brl! permitted, then, tu leal'l! the letll'r of the text,
IIJId follo\, out what i~may /;uggl:st in the "pint.

Clothing. in the &riplure, is frequclltl}" mentioned in a
figurlllh'c ur ~piritua.l Sense. We are &aid to be dothed
with righteousnesll, clothed with l'hame. &e. lie that
oH~rcou}OJth, "hall be cluth.Jd in white. TLt: clothm;;
stands for the ",ir!I1t'S or ,'iecs with whieh we ma)' !;UP-
post! H. man to be iu\'estt.'tl. Sl Paul desires lu be clolhed
lipan with hill hOIl""-', which is from aoove; he uesins to
uhibit the fair !lnd h{'lIlllirw imaglJ of a perfect CIJri:;tiRII;
tha~ hill "piri~ amI eharact{.r ma~.. be, ILl! i~Wt're, Jrn~t'rl
in hcan:nly love.

The (ex;. fiud lne l!('MOn of the ).t'M. rt'minu me tlH"n
of ullur lhinb'S than the ml're worling of ro,iW matdial~;
or tathC'r thiM olllward aet I<llggests certaiu thing' in the
inward life.

u,t me t!Jen say a brid word to llu: pA.rt'n(~,
You are clothing your chilllrrn for houor tlr for :.hamt-.

for righkOU:<Il'"'ss or for wi"I)'wanlr,('gs; you am m~kin,.;
f,)r tllt'm Iiule L't»l1s which lhc)' UJ.u~t Wl:'ar l\ loug \'obile;
you are fitting that K"rm.'nt of white, in which lllfY
"hall shint: forever ill tIle l.iugullm of GuJ; or lhr.t uf
.ll'""lation. in which the sinful sv1l1 ~hall be pCI}Il ..(u. ...Il)'
fvl<Jtu,

I mt:ct lL n:Rn in tl]e l;trl'd~. literally cloth"tl in rag~,
clothed. Also. wi(ll manifold. wkw.!J of " dl'pr,Il'cd life; 1
iI'k, did not hi" motber, wht'n he WIl.S luung', m:\kc him u
liltl.~coat !
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''\hen I lICe a pCT~:m clQlheJ. fiLS the f;:riprure lllU it, in
hUIllllilV, t'nl.:rtoaining R lllodrll~ IlCn~c of hiOl-.elf. Rnd II.

Ju~l .. ;timat" of ollu;u: unOl;u'nllt.~io\1s1y ntta~hinJ htm-
... If to great prill~,ii'le~. IlH.elly WRiting d,c WIU of 000.
Tt'nn'nl of truth, and. ""pplo w goodne!>5. 1 aU).allu ....ed to
concei\'u that when 11.,WIU )'OUllg. hi» woLher D\.wt' fuT

him a liule coal
'J'llt;~c cORla seem t.o Ia.9L a lung time; though yvu

rtue .....them, as Hannah did, year by Jtal, the IlIltlern

amI etl •.ct liTe about the nme.
Thuc e!olllt:5 lhl:\' shall -';CI\.T ~ben you are dead; they

101laU wt'llf Ih~llI in' Ji>.llU'It i1Ulds; t.b:at old family 6t~'It!
ahall show itself in mauy placel> and tiffiN!. \\lua! sort of
c1ulllt'l!. aTC you milking fvr yuUI chihlrcll! You are at
~llm~' t":f£'CIl,e and pain~ in tlji~ matwr. You gifC a good
dell\ of tho\lgl't to tbe garb of ~'our bou:rehvld, but bo"
nfter aU 't\.il\ tl.o:yapl..., ...r? h their vo:sture wiiOJorn or
fo:ly? b it the true \..(-aut)"of broodnulI, or a FOIJ1' imi.
tatiun froul the drape"' ?

They that ovu"omc, tbe nme f-hal1 be clothed in white

nimult.
Are loti p..lucating your childrl'n to on-rr.omc the world,

ill; c\'jl 1\"a)"s, iUl pcruiciouol m;l\ge6; lo on'reom ... the f••ar
of man, and l;crvilit)" to gBin; t.o onrr.umo: the spirit of
Il.Ilnod, that in l\lIliOM, in l;l..ICidY, and among inJL\-idual:l.
so woiks, enrywilcrc corrupuug tl\e lJl<Jral~, H.ll wdl IUI

captivating ..he ll1SWS of our Jr.ung people? tben are ).ou

d~s~iJlg yuur childrt.n to tall' their phl~'!\ in the snow).
and lu~trous thTOn;;" tbat oompo=>c the throue of thl;! Mu!il

lIi,,:-h. W ... rcad of one wr.u Wall C3!'>toul fruw a ccrlllin
plae,', bnause 110:hnd not un u suit.ll.blt: brtl.m1t:nt, God ill
...\....n now wulwring: his dect from the f'lnr quarl ..", o[ the
earth; lll" calls the gr~a" and tht' good, the truthful Rull
earne.st to a CvlLUlUIl [..,stival of 10H1, Art: YOIl rnalo.ing a
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li~tJ.e coat for your 800, t~at he may also join the. campan
of tho!W! who are u5Lcrmg in 'he kingdom of God hf'r!
ILlId Lope to enjoy ibl rewlLl'ds br'reaftH? '

Paul, ~ ..kiog of tbe hcucnly \"esture, w;es dill ex.
preMion: "If sO' being dothed, we shall not Ix, fUIUlJ
naked!' u\Vu 1I1iUaltl llut be unclulhed," he addll. The
spirit is as llu~cE'ptible of clothing a8 the ilellL, and you aJi
help to fumi~b thOSE' b"ll.rmcnta. Kat more do lXl'lWna diC.
t..:' ill tL.o one than the other; nnd you iluill find cLarae.
ten &8 miserable anti all rudely clad lU ner you law bodica.
It u not a m&Uc::rof nlincd 8peculation, but of lIimple p'
pel teaching. "lacn I r,ay that the inward makes a part. of
its garb from thll ou~w&rd; that our lOuIs are clad by
what u about U1J.

From 11.11thin8'1'l. from the ~nl'ral tone of ~iety, UOJD
the prel'alcllt llla.x.ima uf the ll&'1:, from the place whl'rI "'B
are rearf'd, from our 8abhaths, onl' ministt;r~. our creed!.
and e1iJ*..cially from ollr hou~ehold circumiltanct9. from our
fathers and mothers ...... e all Jerj'e an inward clothing.
The llpirit rardy g008 nude along time j if it he not (oklt:tI
in beauty, it soon takes up with the vestment of deformity.

But what mortl immt"diJW>.ly r.onCf'm~ u~: we iU'Odothiug
one allOtber: and parents are clothing their children. Yuur
wonh. your Mltl go to make up tilil clothing. &lUcthing
you did ~.~tcrda)', br~C(Jme~ IIRrL flf a garmtnt wbieh your
child mus~weILlUlanyy~ar"'.

Yon are not a jittl6 troubled about tbe mau-rial clothing'
of your children j are you Deur lI11hllllltld of tJlt'ir moral
e1Clthing? 1£ parents. takfl tbe ",arid through, would 'po:od
half &8 much time ,lre8l\ing the mindll 38 the)' do tl1f' boJiCi
of their children. I aw lIure t1lt'y woultllook a !;:rcat dnl
bettH.

WuhingWD, fUf whom I have sincere rt':l'f'rencc. no!.,
howCTer. by reason of hia DliliLlt.ry dct:d-. Wal clothed with
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dignity; be WBl'I folded. in .lUIl; gr~lLtnell IUI a. vuturu;
nrh1"'. t\A a robe of ""hilt: lIn',.n, enoompMfolm 111m: DOW.
W&.~biDgwn'l molller, if m1 recollection btl right, wbeD be
wflS II. boy. JTIl1de lliul II. li~Lie coat; IWd that COIl~ tbat
moral Ci)6t, growiDg with hiP. growth. and conforming to

bill iit.ature, he wore during ull hi~ life.
!~.young man WM l\.-eently pu~ to death in one of our

~t.atA>!l. lIe lay in prison, clothed, M the pAP"" laid, in
d;~graee, l\ rapped in ignominy - the tokCI16 of guilt and
nee he wore about bim ill' a garment. !'nw. it ml11 be,
though t knoW" nothing about it, )'ct 1 bll\6 no doubt, if
the ea."le w('.re invellliga.ted, we sboulcl find that his motlu.r,
Of some t'lIe, ....hcn he was a boy, WILde bim that lame liuJe

"",I.
YOWlS: maLllcr, ft, n ...ked "'pirit eomAA to your bands,"

...ell Il!I a llak(,ci body. You haTe prepnred clothing for
thlJ Ill.St, .h.1l th6 fi~t go unendu{.,j, picking up wh .. , it
may wear lit lutphfl.Zllrd? 11 the budy of )'ollr child all
)"uu have Ihoogbt about? It iit 10111"11to drt>IU a new,
living l!Ipirit; to cut Ollt ft,nd mAke fur i~oell:\ilLiIll attire: it
is )"0"(>' to giVl:l it the robe of imlllort/l,lity.

Clothed witb immortality, i!l R. 8cripture phrase. Im-
mortality tlf'ft' 11001 not Sffffi to announce lhe fact of eon-
tinu~(l t'1i~\.t'llce. We arc immortal Ly n ..ture; but tbat
immortAlity hy gtllW is quite anollwr thing; it dcnotev pu.
rity. ~u,.....h,I.;!ifl. Chri~t.likclll:s&; it f-iguifiea .. predominance
of the Ptlpt'riur prop\m~iliep, a llUpply of c\ungelit.al vir-
lllOl. It is the impt'rp.,hab~o velltllre of Tlrtue; it is the
l..."Tt'rgreen leaf uf tbe tree that b'TOW6by the river of God.

Th;~ dothing of immurtll.lity we bt:gin to put on thi.-.
lid.e of the grll.,.e; we wear it tbrough life; we go, IU it
were. fl'lldy drt!f:sOO to hCllo\.en. lta~.e you inquin.-d ....h.t
thf' ~lI$hion of the kingdom of God is t ll.ve YOIl, while
getllUg apparel that thtl moth and ru~t mwt iIO aooo



CQrrupt,. Lave you thQughto( t.hi~ durable, 'Ilis beautiful Cab.
ric of the go>lpel! )"ULl would ••ut bling 'your cbiltll:l:

n
1.0

clllll"ch, Of 6l:/llj LhNQ to sc~ooI, Without Su.tlle Caft of tLe!r
c1otlwl; tlu:y may lIOOLi dlt', and eult'. upon lCo:nt'S 0{

;:~~~:r700:~dp:::~~~~Utiltingth~LlltoapptJlU t;uitably ill

Ou~ earthl,. clotLiug, IIOW is ,it aLridgf'd, how quic~l,
does It come to nutlilng I A sUllple ~uip of Jilain doth
sullice8 fUf our di!i.SQlring bodicl> at lllllt. Our 1.

I11
11Ycvl_

ored wardroloc, our n\lid t;uitB, Our lDuhijJJied piccu 11.11:

laid ~idc, th('y are jlung up as rn{>llwntuc.~, tllC~r Ilfe tilt_
Ilt'n>ed iuto otht'r Jllmds, mad<: O\-\:r fur 1I'lltr Ul;(,a, 'ne
c!lJlhing of the lipirit i~ not so t'u~il, dfOU~; it clea\f:I
to us in lIid..lltSS and in LCll.lth, in lift! anc! in death, in time
aud in ckroitj'. &e to it tla.u. what 110ft of coats JOu are
maJ.:wg fvr four children,

In that ,h,y, who would I.oe fuund naked' ".110 would be
found \.oid of the righteoll~lic:;11 of Chri:;t, unproto;cted hy
the garmen16 of Mhation t who would apJ.":ar in lhe pC";l>-

«'nee uf aI.l6't1~ and tLIJ reJeemcd, in the ugliness of .w
and \'icd

The sinnl'r i8 unolothed, llotwith'l!anding all the ~Ior
may tit) fur him j ill: ill poor, ,10d hlilld, and Illl.kud, for all
he may slif he ill rich, Jlnd II.'!..' IHmd. of notlling. 1'00
.bame of hi!! naLcdntliS flEljlt-at.-\;; there are Ulultitudell in
llclnen and on canh ~11O St'C it; his dt'fl.lrmiry Cu.n not be
hiddt'n, .Not the long ruue.!l of the l'Luri.«'t" nc.t the broid-
ered work of a back>lJiddt.u }*0lilc can llII\'e them frum
e%pO.sure. The ~pirit of n lUan and of a peupJe ~hoWl
through the dre8.'l, IUlll is seen fann, r, Ol1r \'iC1'8 tully
the cOIItJied rohes. A beautiful garun.'nt hut CJlpolies, in
stronger contrast, the Jlidden turpitudt' of Ihe weartr.
JeTUlililern hi exhorted, in one iw.tll..IIrc, to p~t on her htRU-
tjfl1.l garmentll. Our t:ountry, my frilOnd" bulh in iu ciri.!
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and eeele;:.ilUltieal p,*ilion, seems t(l be 1000in~ it» beautiful
gsnnenlll. "W~cre i'J our .hUlIlIlllity, wll~'rc our li~r.t1,
...h~'r6 O'Jr JUS1Ice' where IS that true greatness to which
'1ft! stem to btlth:stined '! where tbObC robes of l\olid \Vol,tb
and widely RCaedileti ,"irtue, in whir.h we might hllve flAt

enD as a queen upon the great l'lhit€ throne of nation~!
!fother~, lx:ware I'ihat coat'J you make for your children.
Through tllt"SC childrtn \\"1' hope our \:md will reappcar in
ber '....autiful ganncnl5; nnd tlu:rcb)' tlU)$C \"iccs. ~iM, anti
e,.i\s thallW Ji~fib'llrc I!.ntI n:nd our auire will be abandoned.

Tho: .piritual clothing of 1101111' people seem" imperfect;
they Bre half dad, or redunda.ntly rlad, ur ulll>uit-Ably dlld.
&"e hv\t' bi~try urc~H" up it.>! people; IiD,1 o.skntalioD,
ILr.d sectarialli~m, and formality 1 &'e hypocri~y n.in\y
dodQring 1w.nealll it6 dil'guil>Ul; lite the mantle of 6df-
riJ.:httou'n~'&'\ conspicUlJusly bt'sUlwed upon the ~houldel1i!
Wht'T6 llllal! ...c tind the t>cllmk"-,, rohtl of the &viMlr;
wlwre grl\Ct.flllly put the cl •.an, \\ bite robe of the liaints?

Mothers, think of lnt::'~ thillo ..... I "ay. then. ill no unkind,
no c).nic:\l h'mptlr" lour older children arl! enll noW
Wtllrmi:!' t'oots JOII made for t(lem )"I'!lr~ lIS>O' Do you like
t}-.em? 19 i~ II. gprmt'nt of praise; is it 1\ robe of right-
I'Oll~nl'~ll;i~it llt't'mly nn,] fittin~ for the Lillgdomof God ?
lIa~c ILey uclll\.rll('\{:r which you "isla tllem to wear forever?

nut thtl chiU whom )"ou are dn:~sill'; Cor almo;;! the fil1i~
time, for whom ).ou arc making his fird little coa.t, what

tohallhck?
Make the little COllt, 0 ulother I But rcmcmLu. the

chil,1 mu'St "'e<lr it 1\ 1')Dq' lim,,; make it 110Lhat it will
fit him ;1\ trial, in cllall,,:e, in adveTl'iIJ; make it IMI that
it will be no disgrace lo him bdurtJ Gm! l>r his fellow
Dllll, to bt, ....en in it; 1IO make it that il1"'i11 he to him a
Nbe of di31",;I). and eBt~m in the world, aml a robll spot-
lcu "'nd hricht ill tbe Un,;dom of heaven fOTe,"er.
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..
Mother,an unclolhedllOul
h g; ......n lOth, arnll.
See tLat the gannmt 'lIi"bich!OIl

nu,ke.
X. wrough\witb f"ithfulell"',,.
Add 10 it .J"'Il'V,.~of lon,
Embracing-all m&llkind;
TbebuttOllll ch.....-ofburniBh.

edtrulb,
Th"'flmbltoffiOf tblllllind.,
EuS;irdlllitaroulid
WithC<>nllci ..utu.lI,lI.nflllllo.

That e""'J .. ".,llIur'lriedolll
pr<l~""

Aud e'fery Ktion ble ..

7 .

No nryiul> !U1Iion'. cburl!
ta fltue,,, can imrWr;
~om"lh itJ!w;turpnndel!lroy.
Qrllluiuu.eaut:r n.re.

,
Make it a lill!. c_t,
With<m: a-.eam uf ~ill:
Tbeoutwaru I'"nhumilit,.
And charit,. within.

..
rirmnNl~ a collumako,
A1luilto:>h!aiet,
Broad ..ud upaJllin on the

breast.
The needj"to a..IIilt •..
Yah it d rich<!St rile,
Fit rot' the ,,,,,rri&gll leut;
Then at th .. '''Jpf'l'rolthtl Lerul"
Ull '11 be II wekomeguelit.

..
'Twill be II fitting garb
To wear 'mid tOlil. ot farth;
'Twill buel"iehtand glori....,.....
At iu imlllurW birth.

9.
Then, moth..r, teuele. w",k,
Thi8 gar .....IIL10 FreFllr~,
In bope 1ull m...,. the bnrenl1 blin
Of .. blllllteerTlUlt.han!.
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