THE LITTLE COAT

By REV. SYLVESTER JUDD,
OF AUGUETA, MATNE

wHis mother mads him a little coat'==1 Samuel 19.

<on of the yesr lias arrived, when our mothers,
like He of old, are muking for their children Lit

ccals.

Dress, that necessary appendage of the body, consti-
futes no inconspicuous feature of our earthly ife. Where
hed ? wos a C uestion of old,

withal shall we i
ntiles still. The dress becomes

and in this we are all G

. exponer which, in its turn, js moro oF

Clildren o sily taught to lov

just about that value on i . which their parents and friends

do i eir behalf. I hi o children vain of their

dresses, but they were not half so ya
were for them, Some mothers try e y to awaken,
hildren, u sensibility to dress, sad so

in their ve
ok 0 im-

m to colors and finery. Pains are taken
upon the mind of the child, that he has somsthing
pretty, and i soon learus to discrimiinate i such meticrs
This passion, too, sometimes takes & precedence c
a love of the truly beautiful, « Jove of nature

falove

once established, it assumes o haughty

and

sway over i soul. Our youths, some of them, become
sadly enslavedin this vice.

When T see young persons devoted to dress, studious

of sppearances, aiming at effect more by whal is external,
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than internal, it is obvicus to reflect that their me
onee made them little coats.

In like manner, also, w a child imitaﬁng
example, yielding to the impress, carrying out the
ples, or developing the spirit of a parent, I am remi
that the mother once made him a little cos

We are permitted, then, to leave the letter of the
and follow out what it may suggest in the spirit,

Clothing, in the Seripture, is frequently meptioned in
figurative ar spiritual sense.  We are said 1o be eloths
with righteousness, clothed with shame, &e, He
overcometh, shall be clothed in white. The el
stands for. the virtues or vices with which we may
pose a man to be invested. Paul desires to be
upon with his honse, which is from above; he desires ta
exhibit the fair and beantiful image of a perfect Christinn
that his spirit and character may be, as it were, dressed
in heayenly Tove, A

The text, and the season of the year, remind oY
of other things than the mere working of raw materials ;
or rather this outward aet suggests certain things in thel
inward life,

Let me then say a brief word to the parents,

You are elothing your children for honor or for shime,
for righteousness or for waywardn you sre making
for them little conts which they must wear a Jong while;
you sre fitting that garment of white, in whish they
sball shine forever in the kingdom of God; or that of
desolntion, in which the sinful soul shall be perietuslly
folded. !

I meet & man in the streets, literally cloghed in rugs,
clothied, also, with mianifold takens of a depraved lifes I
sk, did not his mother, when e was young, make ity
littda coat ? 5




AHE LITTLE OCAT.
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him o little coat

a Jong time; tho you

em 10 1

These conls
renew them, as Hann nh did,

and effect are sbout the sam
shll wear when you are desd
Jands; that old

year by year,

Tjyese clothes th
shall wesr them in d
il show fiself in many places av
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tant

your children

< matter. You give s good
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1 of thought to
all will they
¢ it the true beauty of

arb of your hiousehold, but how
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oft
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They that avercome, the
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he world,
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) Overe
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g0 works, everywher
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Tittle ooat for your son, that he may also join the |
of those who are ushering in the kingdom of G
and hope to enjoy its rewards hereafter ?

Paul, speaking of the heavenly vesture, uses
pression: “1f so being clothed, we shall not
naked.”  “We would not be unclothed,” he adds, !
spirit is ns susoeptible of clothing s the fesh,
belp to furnish those garments. Not more do
fer in the one than the other ; and you shall find
ters as miserable and as rudely clad as ever you saw
Tt is not a matter of refined speculstion, but of sin
pel teaching, when I say that the inward makes s p
its gurb from the oulward ; (hut our souls are elad
what is about us.

From all things, from the general tone of society, fi
the prevalent maxims of the age, from the place
are rened lrom our snhbnths nnr mlmltcs,q
and esp ly fram our h g
fathers nml mmhurs. we all derive an inwm
The spirit rarély gous nude a long time ; if it be|
in beauty, it soon takes up with the vestment of d

But what more immedintely concerns us: weare clo
ane another ; sud parents are clothing thelr children.
words, your aets go to make up this elothing.
you did yesterday, becomes part of & garment swhich ¥0
child must wear many years,

You are not a litte troubled about the materisl
of your children ; are you never ashamed of
clothing ? 1f parents, take the world through,
half 25 much lime dressing the minds as they do the |
of their children, I am sure they would look &g
better.

‘Washington, for whom I have sincere rev
however, by reason of his military deeds, was




TR LITTLE COAT. L

; he wos folded in true greatness ns 8 vesture;

a5 a robe of whitée linen, encompnssed him: mow,
Washington's mother, if my recollection be right, when he
wis & boy, made him a ltde coat; and that coat, that
moral coot, growing with bis growth, and conforming t0
i stature, he ware during all bis ife

A young man Wis revently put to death in one of our
stutes. He lay in prison, clothed, as the papers said, in
disgrace, wrapped in ignominy — the tokens of guilt and
wice he wore about himn as & garment. Now, it may be,
though 1 know nothing about it, yet 1 have no doub, if

. {he case Wero investigated, we should find that his mother,
orsome one, when he was a boy, made him that same little
coat.

Young mother, o naked spirit comes 1o your hands, a8
well ‘55 s naked body. You have prepared clothing for
the lnst, shall the first go unendued, picking up what it
oy wetr at baphasard ? s the body of your ohild all
Jou have thought sbout? TL s yours to dress & new,

 living spivit; to cut out and make for it celestial attive : it
§u yours o give it the robe of immortality.

Clothed with immartality, is » Scripture phrase. Im-
mortality hers docs not seem to apnonnce the fisct of con-
tinued existence. We are immortal by nature ; but that
fmmortality by grace is quite another thing; it denotes pu-
Tity, goodness, Christ-likeness it signifies & predominance
of the superior propeneities, 8 supply of evangelical vir-
tuos, 1t is the imperishablo vestare of virtue; it is the
evergreen leal of the tree that grows by the river of God.

Phis elothing of immortality we begin to pul on this
#ide of the grave; we wear it through life; we go, as it
were, ready dressod to heaven. Have you inqui d what
the fashion of the kingdom of God is? Have you, while
gelting apparel that the moth and rust must so soon
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corrupt; Luve you thought of ghis durable, thiy
Tic of the gospel ¥ You would not by
chureh, or send them 10 school, Without somg
clothes; they may soon die, and enter
anothier world —are you fitting lhmum
that glorious presence 9 f

Our earthly clothing, how is i abridged, how
does it come to nothing | A simiple sirip of p
suflices for our dissolving bodies at Just, Qur
ored wardrobe, our varied suits, our multiplisd
laid aside, they are Lung up as Imementoes, g
persed into other lia

making for your children,

In that day, who would be found naked 3 who wo
found void of the Tighteousness of Clujst, unp
the garments of salyation 9 who would nppear iy
ence of angels and the redeemed, in the
&od viee ¥

The sinner is unelothed, notwithstanding all g
may dofor him ; he is poor, and blind, and uuked,
Be may eay be is rich, and has need of nothing.
shame of his nakedness Appears; there: are mu
heaven and on enrth who see it} his deformity
hidden. Not the long robes of the Dhazicee, not ¢
ered work of & backslidden People can suve them
exposure, The spirit of & man aud of & people
through the dress, and js seen further.  Our viges
the costliest robes. A beautiful garment but exps
Stronger contrast, the hidden turpitnde of (he
Jerusalem js exhorted, in one instance, to put ou he
tful garments, Quy country, my friends, both in it
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and peclesiasticnl position, seems 10 be losing its beautiful
nts. Where is our Lumanity, where our liberty,
where our justice? where is that true greatuess to which
e scem 1o be de ed ? where those robes of solid worth
and widely acc redited virtue, in which we might have sat
feven as u queen upon the great white throne of nations ?
Mothiers, beware what coats you make for your children.
W Mrough th iren we hope our land will renppear in
Her beautiful garments and thercby those v sins, and
gvile that so disligure aund rend our attive will be abandoned.
The spiritual clothing of same people seems imperfect ;
they are half clad, or redundantly clad, or unsuitably clad.
Res how bigotry dresses up its people; and ostentation,
and seotazianism, and formality | See hypoorisy vainly
dodging beneuth its disguises; see the mantle of self-
Tighteousne icuously bestowed upon the shoulders!
Where shall we find the seamless robe of the Saviour;
where grace he elean, white robe of the suints ¥
Mothers, think of these thi ay, then, in no unkind,
temper. Your older children are even now

wenring coats you made for them years ago. Do you like
them ? s it a garment of praise ; is it a robe of right-
poukness ; is it scemly and fitting for the kingdom of God ?
Have they a chioracter which you wish them to wear forever?

But the child whom you are dressing for almost the first
time, for whom you are making his first little coat, what
shall he be ?

I

little cont, O mother! But remember, the

r it a long time ; make it so that it ill
fit bim in trinl, in change, in adversity ; make it so that
it will be no di ce to him before God or his fellow
s, 10 be seen in it so make it thay it will be to him &
robe of dignity and esteem in the world, and a robe spot-
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entiousness,
may wisdom

prove.

And every action bless.

wiliion’s change
mpair.

beauty rare
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