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Master’s Address.
State Grange, 1896.

7o the representatives of the Order of the
Latrons of Husbandry convened in State
Grange:—Onward we are moving.

3 N
seem but a day. Events great and small,
joyous and sad, in fast succession crowd

little realize how swift time flies. Once
more we meet to legislate in the interests

of our country.
another year has fled. How well we re-
member the earnestness and enthusiasm
that characterized the last State Grange,
and the renewed zeal with which the dele.
gates departed for their respective homes,
determined to be more devoted workers in
the Grange vineyard. The deliberations
of the State Grange should impress each
and every delegate with the great impor-
tance of the Order at large.

magnitude and grandness of its work. The
new fires thus kindied should spread out toall
parts of our state to warm and

membership. Thus wesee the areat impor-
tance of our coming together. Sister and
brother Patrons, the work and duties of
this session are essential ly vours to perform.
With each succeeding year new responsi-

bilities must be assumed and our Order !

must stand for more and more hefore the
world. Thus you see that you cannot, al-
together, pattern afier the past.  New and

original thought and ideas are demanded.
~Fhbeseech you to be brave and assume to
do, and strive to do well: so that when the

result of your deliberations is made known |

to our people thoroughout the state it will
be as substantial food to strengthen them
in their efforts in that most important work
of all, to support and make stronger the
Subordinate Grange, for it is herein that
all bopes of the Order are anchored. In
this grand work you have much to en-
courage and keep you steadfast. All along
during the thirty “years' existence of the
Order is left the impress of its
for good upon state and national legis-
lation, methods in farming and home keep-
ing, and above all, upon the people of
farm homes, to make them more thought-
ful, charitable and better.

The object of this communication is to
give you a fair understanding of the pres-
ent condition of the Order throughout the
state, to call your attention to questions
ofinterest and regarding  which
Grange has placed itself on record
as favoring, and to make such gen-
eral suggestions as may be helpful to this
body in formulating the work of the ses.
sion. To give each part that distinctive-
ness desirable to impress
arate headings are used.

GENERAL CONDITION.

Throughout the United States substan-
tial growth has been made during the year
just past. From every direction come re-
ports of important work well done. A
spirit of unity prevails throughout our
ranks, and never has faith in the Order
been more manifest.

There has been issued to Michigan dur-
ing the year twelve charters for absolutely
new Granges and seven others as good as
new have been established by the use of
charters that had not been called in since
these Granges ceased to work, some fifteen
to twenty years ago. These added to dor-
mant Granges that have gone to work
again after a brief inactive condition make
a total of about twenty-five Granges added
to our list. The report of membership dues
paid to the National Grange in 1896 show
an increase over 1895 of $72.82. This in-
dicates an increase of 1,456 paying mem-
bers during the same time.

It should be a great satisfaction to all
our members to note that through the
recent intense struggle between the great
political parties, the Grange was not in-
volved, and now that the smoke is cleared
away, we behold with joy a haven to which
we may go, where party strife and rancor
do not sway.

Years ! 2 S s
| ance in the work of organizing and reor-

invigorate |
to extra effort the thousands who form our ;

| gathering the

influence |

| and all members the

the |

importance, sep- |

FIELD WORK.

Immediately after the State Grange ses-

. sion of one year ago, specific plans were

matured and in printed form placed in the
hands of all county deputies for their guid-

ganizing Granges. Also other specially pre-

| pared and printed matter was freely circu-
for our attention, and so absorb us that we |

lated for the use of officers and workers in
existing Granges in their work of support-
Ing and increasing membership.

vassed for the purpose of locating neigh-
borhoods fayorable to Grange work.
From this last source there is now on file
much valuable data with which to com-
From personal

For a test, seven

and today strong, active, new

f
|

L | of skillful
Farmers

| in attendance at institutes were also can-
of the order we love and revere, for the |

good it has done, and is destined to do for j
the farmer and the agricultural interests f
We scarcely realize that |
; | mence the work anew.
experience I am fully convinced that the |
| printed recommendations as turnished each
| deputy will result in success in most cases
| if confidently applied.
 localities were selected in Lenawee county,
Granges |

| re.ult.
standpoint.

exist i every place, with three new GGrange |

halls in process of building.

for them to see thut the Grange is the best

| equipped of all.

That which is most needed is well di-
rected methods in presentation of Grange
principles followed by svstematic work in

: people together for perfect-
ing organization. I cannot here make

| special and separate mention of the good

work of county deputies. I am satisfied
that each did as well as surrounding cir-
cumstances would allow. During these
days of strict economy the farmer is com-
pelled to eitherchold the plow or drive, this
means that 1t 1s not ' easy to leave home,
and when age begins to tell upon the once
active patron the comforts of the home
shelter are most desirable. These condi-
tions are against effective deputy work
along the line of organizing. Preliminary

| work can be perfected from the home but
after the localities are selected and the |
| Farmer.
| all its departments relating to the farm

stakes set, then the deputy should go out
to stay until organization and instructions
are complete. This requires young or
middle aged men who can. during such
time, be free from home cares and able to
meet all kinds of weather. I cannot im-
press too firmly upon the delegates here
great importance of
continuous work to increase our member-
ship.  Personal influence and the employ-
ment of all recommended methods are de-
sirable.  The Subordinate Granges are
like unto the bricks in the wall of the great
structure. Each must be perfect within
itself to bear its share of the weight.

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

This old friend, which has served so
good a purpose for so long, is to be no
more after the close of the present year.
In accordance with the contract made, it is
to be consolidated with the Michigan
Farmer, and the Grange relieved of its
publication.

On several former occasions the atten-
tion of the Grange has been called to the
unprofitable publication of the VIsrtor.
That it not only took its entire subscrip-
tion receipts, together with the net earn-
ings of the State Grange, from fees and
dues, and interest on invested funds, above
current expenses, but that it also reached

over and made demands from our reserve !

funds annually, and for several years in a
dangerous manner. The Grange has
seemed slow to see the inevitable, which
could be no other than ftinal abandonment
of its publication, with a much injured
treasury. So loath has been the Grange to
part with the paper that several changes
have heen made to cheapen its cost, and
great effort has been made to increase its
subscripion list up to a paying basis. Its
failure now is not because of a lack of its
good qualities and great value in sustain-
g the Grange cause, but of others, and
most notably, general retrenchment in
family expenses, and the enterprise of so
many neswpaper publishing companies in
supplying general news in connection with
well edited special departments. Other
State Granges have been forced to abandon
business. By the loss of these special pa-
last on the list to go out of the publishing
their special papers, Michigan being the

The farmers |
They are here | 2ve surely ready to accept of that helpful

led to see and realize, as never before the | @Zency, organizaticn, and it is not difficult : Vs
¥ oo e | Ptpmise to make the Grange

{pee Veal

[ fits derived from

pers the field is not allowed to 20 unoccu-
pied, the demand being

reguarding the Visrror is that it has, for
several years,

wirk to a standstill. While the harvest

thwt has gone to pay Visiror shortages had
beensjudiciously used in the employment
organizers and in carrving out
plads for the encouragement and support
of'existing Granges, who can ficure the
This is from a purely business

been of great benefit. As we say good-bye,

| old friend, let us remember it for the last.
InZgood it has done,

THE MICHIGAN FARMER.
by =

This ably-conducted and widely-circulat-

ed farm journal, which is soon to contain |

acomprehensive Grange Department, edited
by..our own esteemed Bro. K. L. Butter-
fiekd, is deserving of the support of every

-

Patron family in Michigan. The Lawrence |

Pyllishing Company, as proprietors,
Department

a gredit to the paper, a progressive advo-

Through this medium

oar work and become enquirers for closer
relitions with us. The Grange field will
be|! roadened and its influence greatly in-
cra:sed.

£ bscribers to the Visiror received 24
G, = ver yoar for 50 cents. Those to the
viihman Farmer will receive 52 copies
AV T us e
Doulitless there will be club-rate advan.
tages given to Granges for large lists. It
cannot be urged too strongly upon Sub-
ordinate Granges and members, the ad-
vantages that will be gained and the bene-
patronizing and urging
subscribe for the Michigan
The paper will be complete in

«1 »
GG s i s hdo

others to

and home, current market reports, and
condensed news. Every Grange in Michi-
gan should bring the matter before the
regular meeting in December, at which
time new officers are elected, and appoint
an active member to act as subscription
agent.

WOMAN’S WORK IN THE GRANGE.

-
Where woman is interested and applies

her energies success follows. To thus in-
terest her, give her something special to
do, so she will realize that she is a spoke
in the Grange wheel. It is equally true
that without her presence and continued

| assistance no Grange would long live.

The work of education, social culture and
entertainment, maintaining true fraternity
and the spirit of charity, are compatible
with her nature. In reiterating what has
been said hefore, the Granges of the state
are strongly urged to appoint a committee
on woman’s work at the beginning of the
new year.

GOOD OF THE ORDER.

To the delegates here assembled and the
membership in general, the things which
may he suggested as for the good of the
Order are of great interest and paramount
importance. The order of the Patrons of
Husbandry was brought into existence
from a demand of the times. While its
promoters saw the necessity of such an or-

ganization and had an idea of what its

specific lines of work should be, they knew
not of its future. In the preamble to its
constitution is laid down the general prop-
osition which was intended to form a
nucleus around which to build the primi-
tive organization and for this it was suc-
cessful. 5

The necessity of a declaration of specific
objects was soon made manifest and at the
seventh session of the National Grange the
now famous Declaration of Principles was
adopted and given to the world. With all
this progress made, with all the crystaliz-
ing of thoughts that resulted in the pro-
mulgation of that document,-it was not yet
clear as to just how these objects so desir-
able and essential were to beattained. All
was yet experimental. Serious obstacles

, filled by private |
. enterprise. One of the saddest reflections

| details for
has been ready for the sickle it could not |
. be gathered.

| were still unwritten and unsaid.
If the ten thousand dollars |

Otherwise the Visitor has |
' and the Order
| short of it.

| tions are to be met.

| upon the delegates here,

i 22 : : | the
| cate of Grange principles and disseminator 3

| of (Grange news.
| thousands of farmers who are not members
| of ths Order will become acquainted with

'](fL'iS]ﬂti\'e, ('r)-(mcl':l'l,i\'p

were in the way. Methods, the result of
many years maturing, were to be changed.
People with sameness of interests though

- differing as to methods were asked to work
brought much other valuable |

in harmony for their mutual good. The
accomplishment of this work
Experi-
1te the wav,
and the ]

ence and time must t

Thirty years hav: road
over which the ord s passed &0 reach
its present positi records many ais
appointments, blas . 1l

" 1o s

;‘:z pes

| together with suce B )

brances.

All these experiences were necessui y
could not have succeeded
So much of history has been

made. For what has been done and that

| which iy desirable to he done the Order
i must be maintained

its membership en-
couraged to be steadfast. and to persevere.
Our work is in the future. Movements
must continue to be onward. New condi-
Progressive thought,
wise counsels and wisely matured plans
must guide us. In this work National.
State and county Granges must lead.

What responsibilities then are placed
The success of
nearly 250 Subordinate Granges of
Michigan depends very largely upon what
this body suggests and formulates for their
use and assistance. Resolutions alone will
not answer.  Something tangible and
clearly defined must be offered. If the
wisdom and talents of this body are brought
into close thought to develop lines of ac-
tion for the year to come. practical results
will surely follow. n doing this T sue-
gest that ths field «aoujd all be covered,
and educational,
activity

anda couteuspiate the' caylins into
parts of

our many willing workers in all
the state. .

The great importance of making stronger
a true fraternal feeling among our mem-
bers cannot be urged too strongly. All
should remember their obligations and the
lessons taught in all our ritualistic forms.
It will assist in carrying out the true prin-
ciples of our Order and in establishing
that friendly, sympathetic and charitable
feeling between fellow farmers that is so
necessary in educatine them to the point of
acting more generally together, and with-
out such acting together their influence
can be but little.

TAXATION.

This becomes more and more an im-
portant question. It cannot be truthfully
said that our state institutions exceed in
number or purposes the wishes of the peo-
ple, nor that our state government is aim-
ing too high, but under the presant de-
pressed condition of productive industries,
the farmers, who are inclined to believe,
and with just cause, that they pay more
than a just proportion of the public ex-
pense, are uncommonly critical and are in-
quiring into these matters more than ever
before. In doing this they are but exercis-
ing good business sagacity. Their investi-
gations should go far enough to arrive at
the true conditions, and then to the extent
injustice is done, insist that corrections be
made.

Necessary burdens justly distributed and
equal opportunities given all citizens, is
the acme of good government. The con-
stitution of our state says: ““The legisla-
ture shall provide an uniform rule of taxa-
tion.”” It is also plainly implied that the
same power shall maintain such uniform
rule. So when a respectable proportion
of the people make complaints that the
rule in practice is not uniform, but instead
is very uniform and works great injustice
to those discriminated against, it would
seem to be the imperative duty of the leg-
islature to investigate and learn the facts,
and if wrong is done to make correction.
There can be but few greater crimes
against citizenship than te exact of one
man proportionately more for public main-
tenance than from another. Yet it is
openly said to be done. So common are
these charges and so great the injustice, if
true, that every legislator should see his
duty and act accordingly. This matter
has been discussed at previous sessions of
the State Grange, and in answer to its re-
quests the last legislature authorized the

appointment of a tax statistican, whose
(Continued to page 6.)




The State Public School.

BY A. J. MURRAY, SUPERINTENDENT.

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR: In accord-
with your Kind invitation, the Board
t Control and superintendent of this insti-
desire to take advantage of the
2] 5pportunity to .present the financial as well
routine features of this institution to the
"readers of your valued paper. It is always
«a pleasure to answer guestions concerning
this work for homeless children, whether
it be to the personal visitor here or to the
inquirer at a distance. There are so many
points in connection with an institution
that one can know so much better by see-
ing and hearing than by reading that we
wsh first to emphasize the pleasure it
would give us to have yourself and read-
ers make a visit here in order to get the
most perfect knowledge obtainable. Every-
thing is ready for inspection at the State
PuUic School at any time and any one isa
welcome caller.

The State Public School is situated one
mile north of the center of the city of Cold-
water and just outside the corporation lim-
its.

The tirst official action leading to the es-
tablishment of this school was taken by
Hon. IlI. P. Baldwin in 1s68 after a visit
to se. eral poorhouses and in his tirstin-

— "augural address as governor of Michigan.
Here he recommended the appointment of
a commission to investigate the subject of
preventative and reformatory institutions
and that this commission should. report on
or before the meeting of the next legisla-
ture. In accordance with this recommenda-
tion a commission con isting *f Dr. S. S.
Cutter of Coldwater. lion. C. 1. Walker of
Detroit, and Hon. F. H. Rankin of Flint
was appointed. After two years' study
antl investigation of the subject their re-
port drafted by Hon. C. I. Walker was
made to the legislature in 1871.

In Gov. Baldwin's second message he
asked for legislation that should relievethe
condition of the children then in the poor
houses. A joint commission from House
and Senate was appointed with Hon. C. D.
Randall of Coldwater as chairman.

The joint commission reported through
its chairman February 15, 1871, recom-
mending the establishment of a State Pub
lie School, and later Senator Randall draft-
ed a bill providing for such an institution
and it was presented to the Senate on the
22d day of February, 1871, the last day of
the session for introducing bills. On the
17th of April thji~"»ill had been passed by
both houses andjwas signed by Governor
Baldwin. i

In this bill it ss believed that provision
was made for th;e first time for a nonsecta-
rian government institution for the children
of the poor and to which poverty alone
gives admission. The first commissioners
accepted the present site together with
$25,000, offered by the citizens ot Cold-
water. The legislature of 1873 made a
further appropriation and in May 1874,
during Hon. John J. Bagley's governor-
ship, the buildings were ready for use.

It was arranged that in case the institu-
tion could not accommodate all dependent
children who should come, each county
should have its pro rata number in propor-
tion to the population of the various coun-
ties, giving preference at all times to the
children of Union soldiers and sailors.

The site is especially fine, Iteing about
twenty-five feet above that of the city, with
a picturesque prospect in every direction.
There is a farm of 160 acres with afine
garden of 20 acres, about 700 apple trees,
a beautiful grove, and play grounds of 10
acres.

The buildings consist of the administra-
tion building, nine cottages, a school
house, laundry, engine house, hospi-
tal, and farm house,—all adapted to
the especial needs of the children. All are
are warmed from a single plant. There is
a tine water and sewerage system. The
latest improvements iu steam heating,
cooking, laundry, bathing, and ventilating
apparatus have been introduced.

The cottages are the homes where the
children room,and play and are in charge
of intelligent woinen whose duty it is to
care for the children with the same ideas
of justice tempered with mercy as does a
sensible mother. They recognize that over
indulgence as well as lack of entertainment
is not true kindness and in all moral, phy-
sical, aesthetic, and religious things strive
for the highest good of the children. The
children are taught to know good, to live
it, and to exemplify it.

The manner of admitting, the govern-
ment of the School, the plan of finding
homes, and the oversight of the children in
the homes are all described in the superin-
tendent's biennial report, a copy of which
will be sent free of charge upon applica-
tion to any enquirer.

The School had received 3,991 children
July 1, 1896, and has accommodation for
about 250 children. The annual current
expense has been about $35,000 per year.

Though the State public school has not
been able to change all natures placed in
its care there have been so many children
saved from the evils of poverty that the
School holds a very warm place in the

2 THE GRANGE VISITOR.

hearts of all Michigan citizens.

"The state of Michigan, which has ex-
isted only about forty years, has the merit
of preceding ancient Europe in the inaugu-
ration of a new erafordejtendent children."
Address of Drouin de Lhuys before the
French Institute in 1878.

OUR OBJECT.

There seems to be some divergence of
opinion concerning the object of this insti-
tution. To the average citizen of the state
this School is a reformatory. To the more
learned, an educational institution for the
literary culture of the state's children.
The industrial feature is expected to pre-
dominate by many. A few have supposed
that this institution was a sort of tempo-
rary shelter and boarding house for phild-
ren whose parents pay for their support.
Act 115 Sec. 6 of P. A. 1873, the act pro-
viding for the government, management,
and control of the State Public School, says
"The object of this act is to provide a tem-
porary home for dependent children in
said School where they shall be retained
only until they can be placed in family
homes.” And in Sec. 8 of same Act it
further says "While in said School the child-
ren shall be maintained and educated in the
branches usually taught in the common
schools. They shall have proper moral
and physical training and shall be taught
how to labor so far as their age and condi-
tion will reasonably permit.”

While it would be pleasant to "read in-
to" this act the possibility of giving a
good start in education to each child ad-
mitted, or to keep children as temporary
boarders whose parents wish to call upon
them from time to time and might possibly
contribute to their support, or to train
children for shops, we have sought eamest-
ly to follow the object as stated by the leg-
islature and not sought to carry out any
other line of work that to us might have
seemed pleasant or profitable. We believe
sincerely that the family home should be
secured as soon as reasonably possible, and
have sought to train the children for such
home life. With the person who goes
blindly and says this kind of an institution
is not an absolute necessity, we most de-
cidedly differ. As a hospital would not be
an ideal home for any one but becomes a
necessity in civilized life, so it is that with
dependent or neglected children, the State
Public School acts as a mental, moral,
physical, industrial, religious, aesthetic, and
literary hospital for the boy anil girl who
must be treated before going into the class
of family homes that we wish for theljtate
Public School's children. That' thodT are
pctwiAcnt i W cbrouic cases'n this hospital
life of the State Public School is asserting
that child nature is but human nature.

Those who are seekingaid ofa benevolent
public to carry on this home securing work
and child supervisionin homes without an in-
stitution must admit that they can do little
for certain classes of childrem among
which are included the colored children,
children of foreign language and parentage,
those children who are greatly emaciated
and need a course of physician's tonic pre-
scriptions, healthful diet, fresh air, and
those who need an education in good man-
ner and habits in refined surroundings.

THE RECEPTION OF CHILDREN.

During the past two years there has
been a marked increase in the number of
children received. There were received as
follows for each year since the School has
opened:
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This table shows the marked increase in
the past two years over the preceding bi-
ennial period. There has been an increase

of 31 per cent in 1895-6 over 1894-5 ami an
increase of 30 per cent m the biennial period
of 18%4-6 over 1892-4. It will also be
noticed that there was an increase of 55
per cent in the number of girls received in
1895-6 over 18M-5and an increase of 56
per cent in the biennial period of 18%4-6
over that of 1892-4. Another interesting
fact is that 33£ per cent of all children re-
ceived have been girls, while during the
past year 40 per cent have been girls and
during the biennial period of 1894-6 37
per cent were girls.

CHILDREN UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGK.

By act 94 passed by the legislature of
1895 this School is allowed to take children
under two years of age when possible.
When the condition of the School became
such in the spring of 1896 to warrant it,
the superintendent was authorized to begin
the practice within certain limitations. This
will probably bring 20 or 30 children more
to the School each year than might other-
wise come. There is a growing desire on
the part of most worthy homes for such
children and we have found many of our
most happy experiences have come through
finding homes for these infants.

It has not been thought possible as yet
to care for children under six months of
age, and possibly in many cases where the
mother can care for her child, not desirable.

Act 189, page 219 Session Laws 188W.
lll-treated children. Though the separa-
tion of parent and child is one of the most
serious guestions that can be discussed in
civilized nations, there is a time when the
state of Michigan has decreed that the
sacred words father and mother are a mis-
nomer and justice to the general welfare as
well as the child nature demands that these
home relations shall be sundered. The act
referred to says, in substance, that any
parent or guardian who cruelly punishes,
or negligently deprives any child of food,
clothing, or shelter or who permits such
child to visit. public places, to solic-
it or beg alms, or allows such child to fre-
quent the company of depraved persons,
may, upon trial I>efore judge of probate,
have such child taken forever from them
and sent to the State Public School.

This act has been very salutary in its ef-
fects upon the communities where it has
been enforced and probably represents the
most advanced type of civilized law. The
children committed here under this act
have usually been somewhat emaciated and
of the rougher class. We have found them
showing splendid and very marked results
from a few weeks or months School life.
They yield to kindness jKid good treatment
quite readily and form one of the highest
types of child saving work. There have
been received during the past year under
this act only five children. It is believed
that the influence of the enforcement of
this act upon the School will be to increase
the number of children sent here and as
most of such cases will doubtless be found
in cities it will cause an additional useful-
ness to come from the systematic, religious,
moral, «esthetic, and physical regime of
this institution.

| believe it is to be regretted that this
act is not more universally enforced and
think that cases deserving the application
of this law exist in many cities and villages
where the machinery of the law should be
started.

INSTITUTION OR HOMES-

There are many pleasant features about
child life in an institution that to a casual
observer seem ideal and therefore the best
method of caring for children. But to be
always dependent is not, nor never was, a
happy way of permanent living for the
Michigan boy and girl. There is a long-
ing for real life and family love such as
few at first understand who come in con-
tact with these children. They long for a
home as the school boy longs for promo-
tion or graduation day. They instinctively
feel the mechanical nature of the institution
though filled with ever so much kindness,
and you can count the child who prefers
dependence in an institution to the free-
dom of a real home as a boy who will very
likely believe later that the world owes
him a living. Again, the financial view
teaches the same lesson of the importance
of placing the child in a home after pre
paring him for the same in an institution.
Then with those who believe in the institu-
tion for children until of age, and with
those who believe that any child may be
taken from poverty and possibly ill-treat-
ment, and at once placed in a desirable
home we differ, believing that the Mich-
igan system is the true one because it may
be adapted to the individual case in hand.

PLACING CHILDREN IN FAMILY HOMES.

On July 1, 1894, there were 200 children
in the School, of whom 177 were boys and
43 girls. One hundred five were on trial
in homes, of whom 74 were boys and 31
were girls and 884 on indenture- During
the year from July 1,1874 to July 1,1895,
178 were received making a total enroll-
ment of children cared for in the School,
on trial, and received of 498 during the
first year ot the biennial period.

On July 1, 1895, there were 221 in the
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School, of whom 178 were boys and 43
were girls, 132 on trial in homes, of whom
85 were bovs and 43 girls, and 905 on in-
denture. During the year from July 1.
1895 to July 1, 1896, 233 were received,
making a total enrollment of children cared
for in the School, on trial, and received of
586 during the second year of the biennial
period.

There were in the School Julv 1, 1S96,
137 children, of whom 121 were boys and
16 girls. There were 142 on trial, of whom
91 were boys and 51 were girls, making
a total in the immediate care of the School
July 1, 1890, of 279 together with 1037
others from whom reports are being re-
ceived or a grand total of 1316 in the care
of the School.

The lifting of the little children averag-
ing seven and a half years of age from
positions in life of toil, disappointment,
poverty, and possibly crime to that of use-
fulness, affluence, and dignified manhood
and womanhood is the primary and most
important work we strive to do. As the
selection of the children for homes is the
work especially of the su}»erintendent it
helps to make his position enjoyable and
brings much satisfaction.

But this work of finding good homes
could not be done alone from the office of.
the School. The governor of Michigan.
Hon. John T. Rich, the State Board of
Corrections and Charities, the county agent
of the State Board of Corrections and
Charities, the state agent, and the clerical
force of this office, together with the kindly
assistance of the commissioners of schools,
guardians, newspapers throughout the
state, and other friends of homeless child-
ren have made the effort of the State Board
of Control and superintendent quite suc-
cessful. This combined harmonious influ-
ence has all been bent toward accomplish-
ing the primary object of the State Public
School, that of finding good family homes,
for needy children.

In finding new homes for children and
in cheering others in the homes, the work
of the state agent has been wise, efl'ective
and continuous.

FINANCIAL.

Esjiecial attention is requested to the
estimates made by the Board of Control of
this institution for the years 1897-8. The
current expense estimate is $4,000 less j>er
year than for 1895-6. The special appro-
priations are about $6,500 less per year
than for 1895-6. Each item will bear the
closest scanning. It gives me much pleas-
ure to state that each individual item asked
for met the approval of the State Board
of Corrections antl Charities as shown B\
their letter, which is as follows:

Lansing, Nov. 10, 1896.
PROF. A. J. MURRAY,
Supt. State Public School,
Coldwater, Micb.

DEAR SIR:—Your communication to THE
State Board of Corrections and Charities, sub-
mitting for its consideration and opinion tbe
proposed appropriations for your institution,
for the years 1897 and 1898, has been leceived.
We visited the State Public School as required,
and "investigated the conditions and needs of
same." We have carefully considered the ap-
propriations proposed, and respectfully submit
herewith our opinion of the same.

Current expenses, each year approved.. .831,000

Cement walk and fences, approved 340
Laundry—washers, engine and repairs. (BB>
Water works and heating 27»

The condition of the old washers now in use
is such that, in our opinion, they should be re-
placed. This is also the case of the old engine,
and the item is approved.

The need of an outside closet at the hospital
is apparent, and is approved.

The Isolating cottage should no longer lack,
proper heating and bathing facilities, the
amount asked to put it in proper shape is reas-
onable, and is approved.

Attendant and expenses $804.00

The need of an escort for the little children
who are being placed in homes, is beyond ques-
tion. At the rate homes are being found for
such, the amount would seem no more than
would be required, and the item is approved.
Painting and repairing $1.202.7&

The condition of the buildings named show»
need of the repairs contemplated to keep this
state property in proper shape. The estimated
expense for doing the work is. in the opinion of
the Board, reasonable, and the item is approved..

Yours Respectfully,
GEO. D. GILLESPIE,
Chairman.

L. C STORRS,
Secretary.

Trusting that this may cause many
readers to be filled with the desire to -aid
some homeless child, to ask for our bien-
nial report, to visit the institution, and to
be the better friends of both the children
and their management.

Coldwater.

How's This!

We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward
for ang case of Catarrb that cannot be
cared Jy Hall's Catarrh Cure.

F. J. CHENEY & Co., Props., Toledo, O-

We, the undersigned, have known F.J_
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe
him perfectly honorable in all business
transactions and financially able to carry
out any obligation made by their firm.
WEST & TBUAX, Wholesale Druggists,
Toledo, Ohio, WALDING, KINNAN & MAR-
VIN, Wholesale Druggists, Toledo, Ohio.

Hall's Catarrb Cure is taken Internally,
acting directly upon the blood and mucous-
surfaces of the system. Price 75c. per
bottle. Sold by all Druggists. Testimoni-
als free.



