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WHOLE NO.

Taxes in Michigan.

Total Amount of State, County, and City Taxes in
1892, 1893 and 1894, as Shown by the State
Tax Statistician,

Eprtor GRANGE Visitor:—1 see by the
'ast number of the GRANGE VistTor that
you suggest taxation as a subject for dis-
cussion, and that you have divided the sub-
ject into a large number of topics or sub-
divisions. Now, it ocenrs to me that a
most important point to begin at is to
know just how much taxes the people pay.
and just what for, so as to see who most
needs to be reformed, the state, the county
or the townships. In order to furnish this
basis, I respectfully submit the following
statement of taxes paid in Michigan in the
years 1892, 1893 and 1894, as gathered
from county and township officers and tah-
ulated in this office:

-, 1892,
Agg. valuation state as assessed.
Agg. of state tax for 1892 . ... .. .
County tax levied by supervisors ¥2.346,371 S8
Rejected taxes charged county. 21.882 87
Drain * & ol 23,059 73
Road %2 e S T 7.810 31
Soldiers relief fund........... ... . 24412 83

Grand total of county tax

School taxes. mill and voted. ..
Library and other spe sial. ...

4,937,482 52
19344 44

Total school taxes................

Gen. purposes in towns and cities

Highway purposes. . ... ..

Druin and sewer taxes.,

Support of poor

Dog tax.........

Cemetery parposes........ ... ...
unty, bond. interest and mis. .

4.956.827 66
4,864,560 66
1.464.811 73
448,123 96

)«
12.646 23
311,810 95

Total tax levied in towns, cities
‘._Add total liquor tax. ............

7.531.131 33
1.915,207 50

d total taxes levied state '92 $18,246.208.04

1893,

Agg- assessed valuation of state $960,765 912 00

- oL L o B

County tax v sapervisors. .. ...
Rejected taxes charged county.
Drain o . C
Road . -

Soldiers ro)jof taxes

$2.505.731 93
43 84
4.605 08

€

Total taxes for county purposes
Mil} and voted school taxes. ... ..

Special

2,648,972

4.955.700 69

14,181 05
Total of school taxes........ ..
Gen. fund, towns and cities. ..
Highway purposes........... ...
Drain and sewertaxes...... .. ..
Poor fund taxes...............

og P R AR 62.5583
Cemetery S die Sikeie S o et o 11.949 76
Bounties. bonds and mis...... . 22 :

4,969.881 7

Totai tax in towns and cities. .. ..
Total liquor tax paid........

7.659.481 16

2.015.698 99
Grand total of all taxes for 1503 19,226,840 40
1894,

Agg. assessed valuation state '94 $959.658.502 00

Agg. state tax for 1894 ... ... .. 1,658,642 76
County tax by supervisors......

Rejected taxes charged county. . 854 82

Drain i AL 76.154

Road ot & 80,069 77

Soldiers relief fund 30,401 00

Total for county purposes.... ...

Mill and voted school taxes.... ..
Special school taxes .............

2,832,735 81
5.080,933 65
34.426 31

Total of school taxes............

Gen. fand. towns and citie
Highway purposes....... .
Drain o
Poor fund

og 72.849 (00
Cemetery 10.250 63
Bonds, interest and mis.......... 69,684 67

5,115,359 9

Total tax in towns and cities.. ..
Add liguor taxes

7,652,093 43
1.834,671 53
Grand total of all taxes in 1894. Tmz.&m 49

The above does not represent quite all
the taxes the people pay, as there are some
items of local taxes it has been impossible
to obtain such as the *“‘excess of rolls.”
Many towns and cities do not report the
dog tax or license fees, while the cities fail
to report these special assessments for
sidewalks and similar purposes. All these
discrepancies will add nearly or quite a
million dollars to the local town and city
taxes. Then there is the highway, labor
and poll tax, which is not returned by the
township officers, which will amount
to upwards of two millions of dollars
annually in the whole state. [ desire
at this time to simply submit the facts,
and allow the farmers and tax-payers to
examine them carefully and to  draw
their own conclusions as to where to
commence to retrench.

Yours truly,
CHArLES B. DELaxp,
State Tax Statistician.
Lansing.

Michigan Dairy and Food Commission.
BY COM’R. C. E. STORRS.

EprTor GRANGE VISITOR :

In trying to give an estimate for your
readers of what has been accomplished so
far, as the result of the passageof the food
law at the last session of the legislature, it

may not be amiss to state at the beginning

| something of the condition of things at 1

time the law took effect. There were :
few articles on the market that were 1

! adulterated, chiefly for the reason thai
, their cost could not be materially reduced

by any known method, but with a grear
majority of all the articles of food in use.

| fraud was the rule and purity the excep

tion. For example, in spices it was a ra
thing to find a pure article, pepper was
mixed with ground olive stones, buck wheat
hulls and various other articles too numer
ous to mention ; mustard with cornmeal or
wheat flour and colored with various suh-

| stances, and so on through the whole list

Manufacturers and wholesalers knowing
of the law and preparing for the time it
would become operative, had concluded
that like charity, the word **Compound’

| or “Mixture” in section 3 of the law, couid

be made to cover a multitude of sins ain
used it for that purpose until they learn..
to the contrary.
side the state was so advised by their

{ attorney, and large shipments were made

into the state so labeled, but after a per-
sonal call at the office of the Commissioner,
he advised his client that the proviso would
not admit of so broad an interpretation,
and the matter was at once corrected by
recalling the goods or correcting the label,
where that would remedy the evil.

There was from the beginning a dispo-
sition shown by dealers and manufactures
to comply with the law, and earnest etfo?:
to learn what its requirements were th:.i
they might take no chances. Manufactjre -

Land jobbers from all the prineinalaisine

1952505 20

and out of the state came to Lansing, to
learn what would be required of them.
The construction placed upon the law by
the Commissioner was in nearly every case
considered a fair one, and even where there
was a difference, they in all cases promised
a prompt compliance with the views held
by the Commissioner. So far as known
there has been no case of failure to fulfill
the pledges made.

Almost all the cities and larger towns
have been visited by the inspectors and
stocks thoroughly inspected, many of them
having been visited two or three times.
Almost invariably a second visit has found
dealers complying strictly with the law.
and in cases of failure in some articles. it
was found to be from imperfect under-

standing of the law in regard to the article |

and has been at once corrected. The uni-

versal expression of the

more satistactory to deal in pure goods
than impure and that it pays better in every
way.

Lately more attention has been paid to |

the smaller villages and country places.
Here the inspectors find the dealers pro-
tecting themselves by buying goods that so
far as they can determine the matter. com-
ply with the law. Of course in most cases
they are obliged to take the word of the
travelling salesman, but in the majority of
cases they find the goods as recommended.

an honest purpose to comply with the pro-
visions of the law.
At first and until the evils were in a

quantities were returned to first hands and
replaced by pure articles, in many cases,

manufactarers and jobbers themselves re- |

alling them. In other instances they were
thrown in the street or otherwise disposed
of. Inspectors report almost an entire
revolution in the trade in food products.

The lowest estimate from one of them is |

that the improvement is at least seventy-
five per cent. and others ninety per cent.
While these estimates may be too high
there is no doubt that the improved con-
ditions have many times repaid the expen-
diture.

The first work done by the inspectors
was to visit all the wholesalers and manu-
facturers in the state.
and selling only pure goods it was only a
question when the trade would be what it
should. The result has been all that could
be desired.

The work has from the first had the
hearty co-operation of the parties named
in the state and very generally of those

outside.
Lansing.

One large concern out- |

| to date.

trade is that the |
law is all right, that it is better and vastly |

| nition of

| and education.
hrst state to inaugurate this work and up |
' to the present but 17 states have training

showing on the part of the wholesale trade | Schools.

ceded by our own state.

i struction of

' a temporary hospital.

With them making |

| United

The Home for Feeble Minded.

BY SUPT. W. A. POLGLASE,

Epitor GraxGe Visitor: It affords me
great pleasure to present to the tax payers
of this state, through your paper, a state-
ment of what we are doing at Lapeer. Al-
though hardly fair at this time to place an
estimate upon our cost of maintenance,
which would be difficult as yet to determine.
for running the short period we have, and
without (during the first portion of that
time) a full number of inmates. Our
appropriation was large enough to permit
the purchase of many articles for which
special appropriations are usually made,

. and for which the institution bad use. also

much w was done in changing and re-
fitting. ~ There existed such a pressing de-
mand for-these articles and additions that
cood business judgment dictated their
purchase and construction.

The annexed statement will cive in de-
tail the items which we are able to furnish
The fact of the existence of such
an institution as the Michigan Home for
Feeble Minded and Epileptics is unknown

| to a vast majority of the tax payers of this

state, and especially so the purpose and
work of the institution, the class of un-
fortunate defects it cares for, and the at-

. tempts to train them to something of use-
[ fulness.
' give a short synopsis of the history of
this institution, and the particular class of ,

I may therefore be pardoned if I

bumanity it cares for; and the final ac-
complishment and organization of this
hool.

the idiot and imbecile can be traced
through all the pages of history. In the
ancient times as the demoniac or the pos-
sessed of devils, in Rome the Fatua, in the
middle ages as the jester and the fool of
kings. The American Indian allows to
pass unharmed “‘these children of the
great spirit,” while the Koran gives this
special charge to the faithful, *Give not
unto those who are of weak understanding
the substance which God hath appoimted

| you to preserve for them: but ‘‘maintain

them thereout, and clothe them and speak
kindly unto them.” (Chapter 4.)

History also shows him driven from
place to place, the sport of the multitude.

. the victim of barbarity, ignorance or fear.

his portion often the dungeon of the poor
house. The weakling a leech upon a poor
wage earner, with no chance of betterment.,
or drifting naturally into the criminal or
basest of despised outcasts. And still
worse by the stern law of transmission to
taint and pollute the human race and re-

| double by his posterity the tax for pauper-

ism and crime.

Not a century has passed since the recog-
the possibility of training
this class to usefulness, and but 50 years
since any attempt was made toward the
organization of institutions for their care
Massachusetts was the

The last being Wisconsin, pre-

matter was frequently agitated before the
legislature of this state during the past 15

great measure corrected, goods in large | years by earnest and benevolent people, it

was not until June 2nd, 1893, that an act
was  passed establishing the Michigan
Home for Feeble Minded and Epileptic
and appropriating $50,000 for the con-
suitable buildings.  The
plans adopted provided for the “cottage
plan.”
has been expended in building and equip-
ment.
cottages, dining hall,
boiler house and engine room. and last
winter a small frame cottage was built as
The floor plan of
the cottages are alike : one for males and

. one for females, each having a capacity of |

100.  Each building contains two school
rooms, three day rooms, four dormitories
besides the rooms for attendants. The ap-
propriation not providing for an adminis-

| tration building, the departments usually
| conducted in the same are divided up be-
| tween the two cottages, crowding out room

that was intended for inmates.

Since tho establishment of the first
training school for feeble minded in the
States, these institutions

| gradually broadened their

' combines
i school for the feeble minded.

| feeble minded, exceeding our

Though the

Up to the present time £67,000 |

‘ The present buildings consist of |
two three-story

have |

scope until
to-day the plan of our institution is
modeled upon the advanced ideas in that it
an educational and training
a colony
where the treatment and care of epileptics
1s assumed, and, above all its custodial fea-

| tures, which commits to the permanent

care of competent officials. These defects
which in a large majority of cases should
never be returned into the world to enter
social relations.

The present buildines are constructed

more for the care of the feeble minded, it

has therefore been impossible to take the
epileptic ; next year however a cottage is
to be erected for that class. The applica-
tions for epileptics have nearly reached
400, while we have applications for the
capacity by
over 300,

Broadly considered we have
in classification of the feeble minded : the
idiot and the imbecile— idiocy the unim-
provable and imbecility the improvable
class.

In the school department children are
instructed in the ordinary branches as
taught in the common school. As com-
pared with the education of the normal
child it is a difference of degree and not of
kind. The games and occupations of the
kindergarten, object teaching and develop-
ing gymnastics, made attractive, are
equally as well adapted to the education of
the feeble minded as to the normal child,
only with the former, instruction must be
given on a lower plane, the progress is

b |

nd thea ¥ ind g

S

two groups

Jowar snd pepilaanmot he oo
far.  Habits of cleanliness' are taught,
tidiness, control of temper; truthfulness,
politeness, correct habits and behavior,
observance of the ordinary amenities of
life and the simple principles of morality.
Manual training is a prominent feature in
developing dormant activities, it is educa-
tion by doing.

One of the saddest features of our work
is the denial we must give to the oft re-
peated question of sorrowing mothers:
How soon will my child be cared? The
incurability of imbecility is for the most
part as great an enigma as the existence of
the moral imbecile. We may train,
strengthen and develop what is there, but
as Wilbur has tersely said: “We do not
propose to. create or supply faculties ab-
solutely wanting, nor to bring all grades
of idiocy to the same standard of develop-
ment or discipline; not to make all capable
of sustaining credibly all the relations of a
social and moral life, but rather to give
dormant faculties the createst possible de-
velopment and to apply the awakened fac-
ulties to a useful purpose under the con-
trol of an aroused and disciplined will.” It
Is estimated that not more than 15 per
cent (even when taken at the most favorable
4ge) can be so trained as to be returned to
the world and they should be debarred the
rights of propogation.

o 'aine({ specialists are a necessity in
this work and *‘life long guardianship for
these life long children” for one step be-
yond the mental limit and retrogression
will ensue with possibly insanity or lapse
into profound idiocy.

[ helieve that imbecility is rapidly on
the increase, and that heridity is one of the
potent factors. The United States census
returns on June 1, 1890, showed a total
number of 95,609 feeble minded persons,
only 6,000 of which were cared for in institu.
tions. It is conservatively estimated that
there are two feeble minded persons to
every 1,000 of the population, epilepsy
bearing also about the same relation, this
would give Michigan nearly 5,000 of each
class.  One of every five epileptic is feeble
minded, and one of every ten insane. Much
that has been said of the feeble minded can
be said of the epileptic, but the world is
more familiar with this dread disease and
its vesults. Suffice is to say that no more
pitiable condition of disease is known: as it
ostracises completely the individual from
the world, a curse to himself and a burden
to others, shunned by neighbors, debarred
from school and employment. It is not

| strange that so many swell the list of suj-
| cides or are shut in asylums for the insane.

Humane measures suggest their coloniza-
tion, where all that can be done to amelio-
(Continued to page b.)
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Field and Stock
Agricultural Conditions of South
Dakota.

BY PROF. E. A. BURNETT.

South Dakota is a state as varied in its
¢limatic conditions as the state of Michigan.
From its eastern boundary where it joins
Minnesota and lowa, it stretches for four
hundred fifty miles across rolling, treeless
prairie, across the Missouri river, through
the Bad Lands and into the Black Hills,
which it intersects by its boundary line with
Wyoming. The eastern part of the state
resembles, in its soil, climate, and rain-
fall, the states of Minnesota and Jowa.
South Dakota divides naturally into three
divisions: First and easterly, The Big
Sioux Valley, comprising a belt about
three counties wide extending from north
to south. Second, The Great Artesian
Basin, extending from the Sioux Valley
on the east to the Missouri river and prob-
ably west of the river into the third belt
which is known as the Range Country
or the Grazing Lands.

It is my purpose in this article to speak
only of the Sioux Valley, which comprises
the eastern fourth of the state in which
rainfall is sufficient to produce grain crops
with fair degree of certainty without the
necessity of irrigation.  Southeastern
South "Dakota is in most respects like
northern Iowa. It is on the same latitude
as Port Huron, Flint, Grand Rapids, with
an average temperature but little if any
lower, though subject to much greater ex-
tremes of temperature. The dent varieties
of corn grow and ripen there with safety.
Hardier varieties of apples flourish there
and all the small grains are grown in
abundance. As you get farther north corn
and fruit are less and less common, until
in the northeastern part of the state the
people have an idea that their climate is
too cold and too uncertain for corn. A
few years of experience will prove to these
farmers that the smaller varieties of corn

will grow and ripen with comparative
safety. Not many years of dairy farming

will be necessary to impress upon our
farmers that corn is a more important crop
than it has yet been considered and itsarea

will be greatly increased.
THE SIZE

OF FARMS.

Dakota farming is essentially different

I SUMe TeSPects Iront that of Tie average | From a neigihoring station i ve wateheds
a passenger train creep toward me for

Michigan farm. Farms here are generally
larger than in central Michigan, ranging
from two to four quarter sections. There
are few ‘*bonanza farms” in this state, and
those which still exist in this state and in
North Dakota are fast being broken up in-
to smaller farms and sold or rented to ten-
ants. The low price of grains for the past

few years, the risk of crop failure, and the |

great expense of hiring men, who were in
no way interested in the business, who
killed time at every opportunity, and who
demanded large wages on account of the
large demand for labor, has deteated the
attempt to form immense farms operated
on a large scale and to consolidate the
farming industry as the manufacturer has
done in the immense factories of the
United States.

The fact that this state was settled hy a
class of farmers who came here to raise
grain, and the consequent demand for
labor during a few months of the year has
tended to make wages high during the
summer. The large fields make it pos-
sible to use four-horse teams, as a rule,
with occasionally a six-horse team. But
the latter is cumbersome except on very
large fields and is not a frequent sight in
this section of the state. The plows used
are generally two bottom gangs except for
breaking sod when a single bottom is used
and a very shallow furrow is turned.
Harrows vary in width from fifteen to
thirty feet, drawn by four and six horses
and driven by one man. Iam sorry to
say the harrow is too little used in this
country where the necessity for conserving
moisture is very great.

WHEAT GROWING.
There is yet very little idea of a rotation
of crops. Wheat is followed by wheat or
oats or barley and that again hy wheat.
This is no longer the case with our best
farmers who have learned the value of ro-
tation and are raising some corn and are
summer-fallowing for clean cultivation,
but the uncertainty of grass, the cheapness
of hay and the difficulty of findinga variety
of crops with a market value tend to limit
the number of crops grown. Much land
is plowed in the fall in order that it may
be ready for wheat in the spring. Itis
left rough in the fall to catch snow and
prevent blowing, and a large per cent of
this land is never even touched with the
harrow in the spring, but is drilled “upon
the furrow.” Some farmers argue an ad-
rantage in this method as the harrowing
tends to loosen the soil and increases the
danger of “‘blowing out,” by which means
many acres of seeding are lost each year
from our heavy winds. On the other hand
such a method encourages the growth of

weeds and shiftlessness generally, and,
though a cheap method, is generally bad
practice.

The corn crop is becoming more and
more important and our farmers are learn-
ing that corn ground. if kept clean, is fully
equal to summer fallow for a grain crop
the vear following. The crop is often
drilled upon corn land without any cultiva-
tion or with nothing more than a slight
harrowing. It is readily seen that these
are not intensive methods. They have
been encouraged by the small amount of
cultivation necessary on these prairie lands
to produce : crop: by the fact that the
most careful methods sometimes fail, and
by the fact that unintellicent cultivation
is sometimes detrimental rather than bene-
ficial.  But better and more intellizent
methods must come into practice as the
country becomes older and the soil loses
its fertility.

The dry summers of recent years have
made it difficult to seed to and the
abundance of native prairie grass has
vented the necessity for artificial grasses
for hay.

OTHSS

DAIRYING.

The large quantities of grain raised here
make all grain and refuse grain products
very low in price. These, with an abund-
ance of cheap, coarse forage, have made

| dairying profitable even in its present
crude condition. Many creameries are be-
ing constructed and operated on a co-oper-
ative plan. They have been reasonably
successful.  Sheep are finding their way
| from the range onto the farms, and it will
| not be many years before South Dakota
will furnish a much larger amount of live
| stock for the markets than she does today,
| for grain raising is still the principal in-
| dustry.  One-third to one-half of the grain
is still unthreshed and the machines are
{ running full force with self-feeding and
| self-stacking separators which either bag
| the grain or elevate it into ticht wagon
| boxes in which itis drawn without sacking.
[ The yield of wheat for the state in 1895
| was twenty bushels per acre, bhut for the
| present year it is not likely to exceed
twelve bushels on account of the rank
growth of straw and the damage from rust
and weeds.

The country is one of extensive land-
scapes and a view can often he secured
covering many miles. From the hill on
which our college stands we can often see
the village of White, fifteen miles awayt

i
1
i
|
|
|

: thirty minutes before arriving at the sta-
| tion.  But all these things become ordinary
| events as you become accustomed to them.
| Dakota is a land of sunshine. but in this
| portion of the state is favored with a rain-
| fall of about twenty inches annually.  This
| amount quite sufficient for the
method of farming practiced here, although
a more abundant and better distributed
rainfall would materially aid the new in-
dustry of dairying which is so rapidly de-
veloping in the state.

seenls
i
|
{
|
|

SOME REFORMS NECESSARY.
| The Dakotas were unfortunate in being
. settled at a time when fortunes were being
made in raising grain. In the early
eighties men came to this country with or
without money, except enouch to put in a
single crop, which paid for their land and
machinery and left them a credit balance on
the first crop. Nothing could have been
more disastrous to the country. Land
was taken up in parts of the state which
were unfit for grain farming. Falling
| prices, the machine agent, the money
shark, and the dry years which followed,
all were needed to teach our people that
no system of farming could succeed which
| allowed such enormous waste and so many
months of enforced idleness as is caused
by exclusive grain farming. It required
large amounts of labor at high prices and
then turned this labor free upon the com-
munity for many months of the vear with
no possible employment. It produced im-
mense (uantities of grains to pay freight
to the cities, and thousands of tons of straw
and wild grasses to be burned as a nuisance
while the farmer was buying coal at eight
and ten dollars per ton for fuel. I men-
tion these facts only to show that if these
western states 1n their early history have
seen many bankrupt homes, it is largely
because they have failed to utilize the
| natural resources, or have worked in op-
position to the natural resources of the
country.

Already the impulse for a rational Sys-
tem of farming is being carefully studied.
Dairying, sheep and swine husbandry are
receiving attention. The question of
| farm rotation is tardily being studied. A
. few years ago people denied the possibility
| of raising corn successfully but they now
| have proved the possibility by doing it.

The cost of producing butter can certain-
ly be reduced toalow figure here with
bran £4, shorts $6, oats 12¢, barley I5c,
| hay $3, corn 20¢ per bu., which is about
| the present price.

It is a frequent sight at Brookings to
watch the farmer bring in a load of wheat
which sells at seventeen cents below the

pre--

Chicago market and return with a load of
wood purchased at eight dollars per cord
or with coal now selling at $9.75 per ton.
These are things radically wrong in our
system.  Our vast prairies must produce
their own fuel, and thereby furnish wind
breaks for the country.  We must consume
these vast areas of untouched grasses and
the quantities of cheap grains and sell the
finished product as beef and mutton. pork
or dairy products. We must no longer
follow a system of farming which requires
vast amounts of high priced labor for a
few months of the year and then brings
upon the laboring mana period of enforced
idleness, which drives lahor oat of the
country to be again enticed only by exces-
sive demand, but we must diversify our
farming to furnish more months of labor or
a lower average wage, secure larger profits
by concentrating our shipping products
and selling our skilled labor. These are
still the pioneer days of the ereat North-
west.  Time only can reveal the greatness
of her resources.

.. Brookings, S. D.

General Topic for November.

THE FARMER.

Questiox 1. How does the condition of
farmers compare with the condition of
other classes in society ?

QuEesTION 2. How can farmers hest im-
prove their condition?

SUGGESTIONS,

Very much is said at the present time,
about the condition of the farmers, and
their relation to other classes, and it may
not come amiss for farmers themselves to
study the question a little in the licht of
facts, and not wholly from a sentimental
standpoint. The farmer who is in embar-
rased financial circumstances from any
cause, or one who has a complaining, pes-
simistic nature, is inclined to think that he
has the hardest lot of anybody in the world
and gets the least returns from his labors:
while the farmer of an optimistic nature,
who looks on the bright side of life, or one
who is “*well fixed,” is quite sure that
farming is not the worst vocation in life,
and that farmers are as prosperous and
happy as most other classes in society.

The word *‘condition,” as used in this
topic, may be made to cover a wide range
of investigation, and include the moral,
social, intellectual, political and financial

R NP 4 Y P gee .
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In point of morality the relative position
of farmers to other classes is an enviable
one. As a class, the farmers of this coun-
try, are peaceabie, law-abiding, God-fear-
ing, liberty-loving men and women. Riots
never occur on the farm, and no one ever
heard of bombs being manutactured by |
farmers. f

Doubtless there are anarchists in this |
country, men who hate society and are
opposed to wholesome laws and good gov-
ernment, butitis very injudicious, tosay the
least, to call farmers in any part of the
country anarchists, because they entertain
certain views on important questions before |
the people today: and itis equally injudi-
cious and unwise to call farmers who take
the opposite side of the question *‘traitors
to their country.” No one but the blatant
demagogue or the thoughtless politician
will be guilty of such inexcusable indiscre-
tion, even in the excitement of a heated
political campaign.

The social and intellectual condition of
farmers may mnot be all that could
be desired. They may be somewhat lack-
ing in ease of manner or orace of diction
when in the company of the learned and
polished element of American society; but
during the past four years there has been a
wonderful transformation in this direction,
and it is not uncommon today to see far-
mers in the best society, and on the plat-
form with the most polished speakers and
profound thinkers of the day, and when
auy comparison is drawn, it is generally
with no disparagement to farmers.

Politically the farmers are not where
they should be,they are easily outranked hy
other and far less important classes in so-
ciety: but their eyes are being opened. A
quarter of a century of education in the
Grange is bearing fruit of the right kind,
and if farmers are but true to themselves
it is only a question of time when they
will become the peers of any other class in
the arena of political strife.

Satistics give the farming population
the following financial standing:

All of the tangible wealth of the United
States amounts to a little over sixty-five
billions of dollars. The value of all the
farms of the United States is a little over
thirteen and a half billions, making a total |
valuation of all farm property over eigh-
teen billions, or considerably more than

|
|
: [
one-fourth of all the wealth of this try. |
|
i

Between 1880 and 1890 the increase in the
aggregate valuation of farm lands was a
little over thirty per cent,and the estimated
increase in the aggregate valuation of farm |
products was a fraction over eleven per |
cent. The increase in tenant farms during
the same period was a little less than three
per cent. A little over one-third of the |

| about 33 per cent of the valuation.

farm valuation is incumbered, and the in-
cumbrance amounts to 35.55 per cent of
the valuation of the incumhcre('l farms. The
incumbrance on city incumbered homes

| amounts to about 40 per cent of their valu-
| ation.

Over 72 per cent of the farms and
homes of this country are unincumbered,
and the incumbrance on the remainder is
All
farmers are not prosperous even in pros-
perous times, neither are all men prosper-
ous in other lines of business. It is stated
on good authority that over 90 per cent of
the men who engage in business make a
failure. Failures among farmers are ex-
ceptional and not the rule.

The second part of this topic calls for
but few suggestions. While the condition
of the farming population of the country
may not be as deplorable as sometimes de-
picted, vet it is far from what it should be.
or might be. If farmers have neelected
their opportunities, or been careless or in-
different in regard to their richts and du-
ties as citizens, giving undue advantace to
smaller and less deservineg classes. the
fault is their own. No reforms can be ef-
fected in any line, ])ulili(':l”v\‘ or otherwise,
until the farmers themselves manifest suf-
ficient interest to take hold of the work in
:arnest, and unitedly labor for the accom-
plishment of the objects in view.

It will be interesting and profitable to
know how farmers in different parts of the
country estimate their relative condition to

| other classes, and know how they think

they can make their condition better than
it is today.

Every lecturer should feel it a duty to
give a full report of the discussion on  this
topie.

Agricultural Instruction.

,”ll' .\('\\‘ Y()l'l\' .Vfl/./ r//:l/ /',:r/:/'v NN 4{(»(‘5
not agree with the proposition presented
in the annual report of Superintendent
of Public Instruction Skinner that the
teaching of the principles of agriculture in
country schools would tend to keep the
boys on the farm. The Wa/l and Lorpress
says:

*The suggestion is attractive theoretical-
ly. As a matter of fact, noamount of aca-
demic discussion can turn back the stream
that flows, as it has flowed for decades.
from country to town. No rural school
curriculum can force ageressive and am-
bitions human nature to cease the irre-
pressible longing for the thickest of the
fray and the amplest of opportunity in the
orentestage-of -progress—and. achievement
the world has known. You cannot argune
hack the tide. :

**The abandoned farms of northe{n New
England cast a shadow of sadness and re-
gret over New Hampshire and Vermont:
vet they stand as monuments to that SpIrIy,
of progress which chafes under tailure and

| stagnation, and which has burst the bonds

of home and lifelong association to cut a
way to independence in the states and ter-
ritories of the Far West. The farms of
our own Empire state, more blessed in
natural advantages than those of New
England, will never he utterly abandoned:
hut they must suffer in serious degree from
the spirit of the time.

It is the friction of the congested cen-
ters of population that develops to the
utmost certain characters, moral and in-
tellectnal. It is the touch of elbow that
maintains the steadiness of the march.
Many return defeated to their homes, and
more fall by the way. But it is a matter
of record that the most successtul men of
New York today are men country born
and country bred. The whirligig of time
may eventually bring us back to a more
even distribution of population, but we
have no time or inclination to mourn over
present facts. Where the country loses
the city is apt to gain, and the state strikes
a general average of profit. Poor farmers
often make merchant princes, and dissat-
isfied rustics generals in finance and me-
chanics.”

While it may be impossible to stop the
exodus to the cities, it can, we believe, be
checked somewhat by spreading the prin-
ciples of agriculture among the farmers”
boys. The more knowledge the boy gains
of agricultural methods and all matters
pertaining to the farming industry, the
more anxious he will be to remain on the
farm. But it is useless to attempt to make
a farmer of a boy whose talents lie in an
entirely different direction. Better not
try it.—ZFarmers’ Union League Advocate.

DOCR YARD HORSES

A name applied to such as put on style on
short drives, but soon “peter out.” Many of
the three rod samples of wire fences shown
atthe fairs, are builton this plan. Thestrong
spring works nicely, but when required to
regulate 40 or 80 rods it fails. The only “‘long
distance” regulator is made by

PAGE WOVEN WIRE FENCE CO., Adrian, Mich,
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