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igan School for the Deaf.
CLARKE, SUPERINTENDENT.
Eprror Graxce Visrror: A repl

your request for

school is very

information as to this
diffieult, because there are
so many things that must, in an article of
this sort, be left unsaid. I see that the
State Grange has requested its committee
to visit the State University, and inspect
and report upon it, and I think it would
he a good thing for all, the idstitutions and
‘.]n:]u--ni:i: f the state, if the other insti-
tutions were visited by some such disinter-
ested committee, and a fair report of what
they are doing was made to the people, ac-
companied by a comparison of their cost
and efliciency with other institutions of the
same sort.  Such a comparison would show
that these Michigan institutions are eco-
nomically and efliciently managed.

I take it that you desire an article not
filled with figures, but showineg in a simple
and clear way what this school is doine,
and what it costs now, and what is the
outlook for the future. :

The constitutipn of our state, as that of
almost every one in the Union, promises
an education to every child. If the child
is so unfortunate as to be deaf or blind,
this promise cannot be carried out by the
ordinary teacher in the public school. The
state cannot  furnish  properly trained
teachers, with proper appliances, and what
1s most important, proper supervision, in
every locality where there is a deaf or
blind child: and where the attempt to do
so has heen made, in the case of the deaf
at least, it has been a costly and far from
successful undertaking. For her own con-
venience Michigan aathers these afflicted
children at one place, the blind at Lansing
and the deaf at Flint, and there provides
proper means for their education. The
two great special schools thus resulting
can do much better work for the children
than would be possible in a hundred small
classes scattered all over the state.

Our object in the School for the Deaf is
to give our children such a training as will
make them good citizens. We aim to give
them a good education, going so far as to
fit those who wish it for the college at
Washington. In addition we try to build
up their characters and to give them the
habit of industry.

Every pupil receives instructions in the
great truths of morality: everyone is taught
that labor is honorable. and a thing to be
desired. All above the fifth grade spend
four hours each school day inlearning some
useful handicratt. At present our trades
are baking, cabinet making, shoemaking,
printing, sewing, tailoring, dressmaking,
wood-turning, wood-carving, and drawing.

Since the foundation of the school 1161
pupils have left us. They came here, as a
rule, in a state of ignorance hard to con-
ceive. Had they never come to school,
they would have grown up to manhood and
womanhood with the phyisical strength and
all the passions’ of men and women, but
with the minds of babies. Hardly a tenth
of them would ever have supported them-
selves. but through life would have been
dependent upon friends or the community.
Many of them would certainly have fallen
into crime, and would have been a menace
to the peace and safety of others, as long
as they lived. The people who do not ed-
ucate their deaf children would be wise to
follow the example of the Indians, and
drown them as soon as sure of their af-
fliction.

Among such a number as have passed
through our school, there are of course
many of whom we have lost sight. for they
are scattered all over our state and the
states south and west of us. We have
taken great pains, however, to keep in
touch with them, and of the whole number
there is not one in prison and only three
who are not self-supporting. It would be
hard to match this record among the hear-
ing. We can certainly claim that the ob-
ject of our school is being attained, but the
question remains:

DOES IT COST TOO MUCH?

It is not fair to compare a school with a
prison or an asylum, for teaching costs
more than attendance.

Neither is it fair to compare a school for

the deaf. or one for the blind. with an or-
dinary school.

Deaf children and blind children require
much more individual attention and pa-
tient repetition on the part of the teacher
than those who see or hear. and therefore
they must be placed in very much smaller

classes.  The best eastern schools for the

I
i

deat have made the number of pupils to a
teacher as low as tive or six. While we
have more than this in Michiean. averao-
ino over fourteen ])'ipi% to a teacher, stili
as compared with schools for normal chil-
dren, our teachine force must be very laroe
and expensive. Fortunately we have a
means of comparison with other schools of
the same sort.  We have reports showing
the number of pupils in all the schools for
the deaf in the country, on November 15,
1595, and also the expenditures for support
during the last fiscal year before that. We
can figure out from this a per capita cost,
which while not absolutely accurate, is as
nearly so for one school as it is for another.
Some of the most prominent schools, es-
pecially those near us, are civen in the
tollowine table.
School and location. l-'fl"‘l.g‘- 3“{15; SO ii:lx',,kl‘
New York. New York City
Pennsylvania. Philadelphia.
Ohio. Columbus

Califoraia.
Clarke. Northam .
Western Penn.. n Pittsburg
Wentern N. Y., Rochester
Central N. Y.. Rome.

n, Mass......

It is prohable that all of the sums under
“Per capita expense” are too large, as the
earnings of the schools havenot been taken
from the amount expended; but it will be

crom ad o gleman that a4l
pil the Michigan school is below the others.
CAN THE EXPENSES OF

THE SCHOOL BE

FARTHER DECREASED /

That the total amount expended here
can ever be lower, or even as low as it is
now, is doubtful: unless the very unjust
course of denying the privileges of the
school to some who are entitled to it is
adopted. There are at present in the state
at least as many deat children of school
age, entitled to come to school, as there
are in the school now. Every vyear the
number of new pupils applying for admis-
sion fills all the vacant space we have, and
this number grows faster than new build-
ings are provided. ;

As the number of new pupils increases,
the per capita must be increased for the
cost of additional furniture, bedding, etec.,
more than offsets any saving made by hav-
ing a larger number to djvide certain fixed
expenses. When the school finally reaches
its maximum, and we only have to renew
what is worn out, and do not have to pro-
vide for larger numbers, there will he a
reduction of the per capita cost.

There is, however, a continual demand
from the parents of children, and others,
for more and better work. Parents are
especially anxious that a large number of
trades be taught, and the Trustees may do
something in this direction, so that taking
everything into consideration, it is hardly
probable that the cost will be much lower
than it is now. The farmers of Michigan
probably do not care to have us able to
buy flour at $2.20 and potatoes at ten
cents, in order to keep down expenses.

DISBURSEMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 3, 1845,

Salaries and wages

Bood. i HENES
Laundry Expenses.... ...

Bealng...o.. .0 0"

Light
Stationery, postage. ete. ... ..
Amusement and instruction..
Household supplies..........
Furniture and bedding

Tools and machinery....... ..........
Farm, garden, stock and grounds. ...
Freight and transportation.. ..
Miscellaneous expenses

Industrial training.....

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1896.

Salaries and wages.....

and printing
Household supplies........ ..
Amusement and instructlon.
Furniture and bedding.
Tools and machinery... s 8
Farm, etc S5 3.7 i 92
Freight and transportation.. St 4 1.116 73
Miscellaneous .............. q 3 120 23
Industrial traibing................... 4.754 32

Flint, Michigan.
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formatory.

Report for Two Years Ending June 30, 1896,

BY OTIS FULLER, WARDEN.

control, com-
osed of one Democrat and two Re publi-

,Hlt‘ !l"!l]‘:“l‘l‘:”] énmi"i (8)1
cans, says of the results for the past two
ears: ‘It is with the oreatest satisfaction
‘_.n«l pardonable pride that we refer vyou to
the Warden's report of the past two vears,
'-\"hi«h is the most favorable from every
dandpoint in the history of the institution.
To the Warden and his assistants oreat
aredit should be given for their efforts to
c¢ondyet this institution on an economical
and self-sustaining basis as near as may he. ™
On account of the great husiness «l('ﬂln'm
sion and the public demand for lower taxa-
tion the hoard has cut its request for speci-
al appropriations to a total of 314,700,
which is only half what was asked for two
years ago. Of this amount S10,000 is for
an electric light plant, 2,000 for a hoe
barn and the balance for minor mprove-
ments. The report is siened by Hon. N.
B. Hayes of Muir, Hon. Louis Kanitz of
Muskegon, and Hon. James T. Hurst of

Wyandotte.

The Warden's report makes a showing
that will; no doubt, be very gratifying to
the taxpayers. With an increase of for-
ty-seven per cent in the number of inmates
to be supported, it shows a decrease of
847,844.32 in the net cost to the state of
running the institution. The net per capita
08t for all purposes was S91.58 per vyear
against $195.32 per year under the form-
er management. or 25 cents per day against
3% cents per day.

g LI e o o UL ey

ita expenses were 113 per cent greater un- '

der the former management than under
the present.

A comparison with leading eastern and
western prisons and reformatories shows
that the per capita cost of maintaining
the lonia reformatory is much léss than
that of any reformatory in the United
States. The New York and Pennsylvania
reformatories cost from three to fourtimes
as much as this. The cost of maintaining
the Massachusetts state prison is 200 per
cent greater, and it has only 30 to 40 per

| cent more inmates. A comparison of the

| salary lists shows that the keepers of the
eastern states prisons receive 25 per cent
hicher salaries and the wardens 160 to 200

| per cent more than at Ionia.

| Frequent unfavorable comparisons of

| the Ionia institution with the Detroit

{ House of Correction have been made, but
with the same amount of money received
from board of prisoners and fines, as is re-
ceived at the Detroit House of Correction,
we conld turn a handsome cash balance in-
to the state treasury for 1896, The Ionia
prison receives nothing from these sources.
The average number of prisoners by bi-
ennial periods, for the past six years, has
heen as follows: For 1891-92, 340 for 18-
93-94. 351 for 1895-96, 513. The amount
of cash drawn from the state treasury for
the samel periods, for the support of each
inmate, including new construction and all
other expenses is as follows: For 1591-92,
8203 for 1893-04, 5221: for 1895-96, S11S.
The amount drawn from the state treasury
during the past two years, besides main-
taining theinstitution, has added over %30,-
000 to the valuation of property and good
accounts which cannot be charged to main-
tenance.

COST.

The total annual net cost in excess of earn-
ings has been $46,981.24 for the past two
years, feainst $70,903.40 a year for the
two years ending June 30, 1894,

The furniture factory is the leading in-
dustry. This cost $2,000 besides all the
| labor of the inmates during the two years
i ending June 30, 1894, as determined by
|
!

|
|
|
|

the state accountant. Duringthe past two
vears it yielded $38,800.28 or 47 2-10 cents
| per day for the labor of each convict. Bet-
| ter results can be obtained from the manu-

> | facture of novelties than from chamber

| suits, and the latter line will be discontin-

| ed as soon as practicable. The best prison
‘ . . -

I line of manufacture is one that involves a

ate House of Correction and Re-

—_

small amount of material and a laree
amount of labor, and the manufacture of
chamber suits reverses these conditions.

Two knittine contracts. at 40 cents per
day for each inmate, yielded X12 243,72
durine the two “-4':11'\.. These contracts
cmploy from 60 to 70 men and are the
only contracts in the prison. The cane
shop, which employs about 100 men in

chairs, earned S7.820015 or only

-5 cents per day.  The short-time men
are emploved on this work, and during
the past two years work lhas been searce
and prices very low. The cane shop at
present 1s earning 2|
each Inmate.

An ordinary breakfast consists of hoiled
rice and sugar. bread and oravy and cof-
fee. Dinner: boiled beef and potatoes,
bread and gravyand one kind of veeetable,
such as onions, cabbace, heets. turnips,
oreen corn, tomatoes, ete. Supper: hread
and milk or bread and coffee.  Dutter is
used only on Sundavs.  Five hundred men
consume about 1000 pounds of bread per
day, 400 pounds of fresh beef. 8 hushels
of potatoes and 250 guarts of mdk. Rolled
oats and syrup are used f“l'*)l'(':lkf:l.\'l
every other day in place of rice and suear.
Pork and beans are fed once a week in
place of heef, and eges are substituted for
beef during the spring months, two or
three days each week. The cost of food
during the past two years has averaged
seven and nine-tenths cents per day for
each inmate. The vecetables used are
raised in the prison garden.

An evening school is conducted four
nights each week and 165 are now on the
school list.  The superintendent has 13 in-
mate assistants and their work is verv sat-
!:f_:u'tm_)'. I{Sz\xflj_ntg.l:}-)_clli.l_l}__r. ]:('.lllll:lilisili]).

cents per day for

taught, and'many illithrate aguite- o°
away with a fair common school education.
The school is a very valuable aid to refor-
mation.

Religious services are held in the chapel
every Sunday morning, Sunday school each
Sunday afternoon, and praver meetings
each Friday evening. EFach of these ser-
vices occupies one hour. Attendance at
chapel is compulsory, but the other ser-
vices are privileges accorded for cood be-
havior. The public may smile incredul-
ously, but it is a fact that these services
are appreciated and enjoyed by most of the
inmates, as is shown by close attention and
u’()()\l (ll‘4l('1',

THE PAROLE LAW.

Twenty-five prisoners had heen released
under the new parole law up to June 30,
and of that number two had died, 19 were
doing well, and the parole of three or four
was conceded by the Warden to be a mis-
take. One was returned to prison last
week.

The public may be led to infer from the
name of this institution that it is a reform-
atory, but as a matter of fact it is no more
so than Jackson or Marquette. Many
chronic eriminals, who have done years of
service for this and other states behind the
bars, are sent here for reformation, while
many of the better class are sent to Jack-
son.  An amendment to the law should be

made requiring judges to send all first of-.

fenders, except lifers, here, and providing
for the transfer to Jackson of those that,
after a fair trial, appear to be incapable of
reformation or detrimental to reformatory
influences. No chronic eriminal should be
sent here.

Governor Rich has attended about two-
thirds of the board meetings, and has given
very close attention to the business of the
prison, while one member has attended
every meeting and all have made many
business sacrifices for the benefit of the
state. Their labors are purely missionary,
but they should be paid not less than $10
per day for the time actually spent. This
would make the entire supervision of the
prison by the board cost only $500 or $600
a year, when under the old law, each mem-
ber of the board was paid $1,000 per year
and expenses.

Tonia.

In writing advertisers, please mention
the VisiTor. .
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Figld and Stock

Ten Helps in Farming.

BY JOHN J. SNOOK.

Our good editor requested me to furnish
an article for the VisiTor, saying that I
might write on any subject on earth—save
one—and I suppose that one must have
been excepted because it might have been
the best. So I have been rambling over our
planet in imagination, and in memory to
some extent, for a suitable victim, and
have finally reached ‘‘home, sweet home’

after asking myself the question, what do |
And as there was |
no other way of finding out, I had to judge |

others by myself, and the answer came | Al &
e | crops, and under different conditions, to

farmers want to know ?

romptly, ‘I am hungry for anything that
Lelps me in my occupation.” So, thinking
that what has helped me might help my
brother and sister farmers, I will mention
some of the things that have contributed
most to my profit, in proportion to their
cost. And first, because it has been the
most  profitable, is  “underdraining,”
though our farm is slightly rolling and 150
feet above the river only half a mile dis-
tant. The cost of the eight hundred rods
of tile has been paid back over and over
again, and helped materially in making the
farm a joy forever.

“The silo”, filled with green corn, run
through a cutting box, will furnish more
good feed for cattle and sheep, for the
least money of anything I have found.
Planted two and a half feet each way, five
acres well tended will feed fifteen cattle
more than half of what they need to eat
for six months, and it can be filled in the
slack time just before corn cutting. Then
if the ground is immediately, without pre-
paration, sown to rye, it will furnish much
late and early pasture, and something to
turn under.

A warm, convenient ‘‘barn basement”
furnished with water, and an adjoining
silo, :lw containing one thousand bushels
of bee®W and mangolds, some for every an-
imal on the farm, except the dog and cat,
and not even excluding the chickens, ‘‘will
make a cow laugh in winter,”as my grand-
father used to say in regard to the wisp of
hay his bhand-rake would glean while
crossing the hay field. And if a herd of
cattle laugh often you may be sure they
will grow fat.

A two-horse ‘‘tread power” on one side
of the wide barn floor, will always be out
of the weather and out of the way, furnish-
ing some work for idle winter horses, with-
out harness or even shoes if necessary. It
will cut the silage and dry stalks, pump
SE6n¥AlAnd the feed, and ‘put Toots, apples
and small potatoes into fragments in short
order.

“Liberal and frequent seedings to clover’’
cannot be omitted without loss to the farm
and pocketbhook.

‘*Sheep” have been with us thus far all
the way, and coarse wool lamb rasing is
vrofitable even in these times. Sheep are
as much a foe to weeds as cats are to mice.

An abundance of ““small fruits™ is a help
that every farmer’s family is entitled to
and can have if they will, commencing
with early strawberries the first ot June,

- - . 9 |
and having early and late varieties of goose- |
berries, raspberries, currants, blackberries |

and grapes, a daily sapply of absolutely
fresh fruit may grace and cheer your table
till November.

The family who cannot get five times as
much help out of a good *‘agricultural
paper’” as it costs, could not make money

out of anything. One tenth of the tobacco

money will furnish two of them, and help |

make the family and the world wiser and
better.

| do.
| did incur such a waste, and not repeat the
| same
| farmers go right on, year after year re-
| peating the same blunders, without even

| out on every farm.
| sible in every line of farming and will sug-
| gest themselves to the mind of the farmer

| source:

seed in the way that ignorant farmers often
He would note the lesson taught, if he

losing operation; whereas, many

suspecting the cause of their failures.

Such do not make farming pay, and will
| never read this paragraph: hence, they

will not be offended at what we say. But

| there is such a thing as paying experimen-

tation that might and ought to be carried
Experiments are pos-

who reads and thinks and is looking for
means of improvement. For instance, sev-
eral kinds of fertilizers might be tried
every year, on small plats, of as many

see which gives the best result. It is not
necessary to sow different plats for this

purpose, as the application can be m#de to | Ut e :
| Ing is however done by printer’s ink, while

small patches of large fields. ., When the
effect is noted, it will serve asa guide in
applying fertilizers the next year. Cor-
responding experiments can be carried on
in feeding, and all without incurring any
serious risk or entailing any heavy loss.
Some experiments—such as those in gen-
erous feeding or fertilizing—are perfectly
safe to make. Every farmer has it within
his reach to constantly teach himself. It
is his duty to do it. But what one finds
beneficial may not be so to every one else.
Different soils and different conditions,
which influence results, must be noted.
Every farm, like every individual, has its
distinctive features and characteristics.
Every farmer should, therefore, make a
study of his own farm. and note wherein
it ditfers from others, as well as in what
way 1t accords with them, and direct his
operations accordingly. Blind copying
does not always pay.— National Live-Stock
./r;///‘/ull.

The Aeration of Milk.

The following is from an Australian
*It has been conclusively shown
that bacteria and odors are two of the com-
monest causes of the deterioration of milk.
The air is everywhere full of bacterial life.
some of which infects the milk the moment
it leaves the udder. The bacteria are few-
est in the milk at this time, but the tem-
perature of the milk favors their rapid de-
velopment. (o-existing are the odors ab-
sorbed by the milk from the air or oc-
casionally coming from the food the cow
has eaten. While it has not been settled
to the satisfaction of all concerned where
the odors come from or what causes them,
‘bt cama, woode pateh 2yt
ct the milk, even if the
milking is done in an atmosphere free from

that odor. It is also true that milk absorbs | 1Ipensd
| the whole trend of his influence.

odors that could not have been produced
by food eaten.

The odorsand taints caused by bacteriaare
not noticeable when the milking is first
done, but become stronger the longer the
milk stands. On the other hand, those
produced by the food eaten are the most
pronounced immediately after milking.

As bacteria are living organisms, heat (the |

temperature of the milk) aids their de-
velopment, and cold retards it.
sudden and immediate cooling of the milk
checks the activity of the bacteria. The

| areation, that is, the exposure of the milk

to contact with the air. allows it to give
up the foreign odors to a large extent.
The most practical method of accomplish-

ing this is where a thin sheet of milk flows |

over a surface cooled by running water or
ice and water. In the coolers that use
running water it is forced through in a

direction opposite tc that of the milk, so |

' reach those for whom it
| There are two different opinions each con-

| are from those institutions.

| cash position and does not have the strength
| of its Alamni as feachers constantly in-

Thus the |

| tories are perfectly equipped.

| necessary

force vyithout the means of transmission to |
the point of application. ‘

THE PROBLEM.

The problem before the Michigan Agri-
cultural College has been and now is to
was intended.
held

sistently concerning the College.

| Those whom it is intended for think that |
| 1t Is an expensive, unnecessary institution |
| which they pay for for the benefit of those

who draw salaries. The College authori-

| ties think that the public, for whose benefit
| they
| and inditferent to what the College could
| do for them.

are working, is upsympathetic
It is the old case of the
merchant who has goods but does not have

buyers. The goods are desirable and there

. are peeple who want and need just such
| goods, but there is no way to bring patrons

but by advertising. Mercantile advertis- |

educational advertising 1s done like that of

| the architect, by his creations, and those |
| ereations of the architect’s skill must be

where they are seen. How do the Uni-
versity and State Normal advertise and

| secure students? would be a fair question. |
| The answer is that probably three-fourths |

of the teachers of our intermediate schools |
These in turn !
influence their pupils to attend the Uni- !
versity or Normal School. A canvass of a |
class in the University showed that a large f
majority were influenced to attend by their |
high school teachers. The graduate from |

| the Agricultural College rarely becomes a

|
high school teacher. The studies he pur- |
sues in addition to agriculture fail to fit |
him for such a position as a rule, and he |
goes from his college into a field where he |
exerts the minimum power to return stu- |
dents to his Alma Mater. The graduate
from the University or Normal as a rule
earns his first money after leaving school |
by teaching. The graduate from the Agri-
cultural College is not tit for putting money
into his purse in this way, and is at a dis-
advantage with the eraduate of the Uni-
versity or Normal school in the matter of
immediate remuneration as a rule. The
average student looks forward to secure an
immediate cash situation on completion or
hefore completion of his college course,
hence is deterred from attending the Agri-
cultural College even though inclined to
do so for other reasons.

But this is not all, he goes to the
University or Normal School, returns
and influences the pupils whom he teaches.
He is tied to his Alma Mater by the
strongest of bonds, anything that 1ll af-
fe .11'\- the aallaga that Lo
rallies to repel, and thus the matter that

determined his original choice, viz. im-
mediate cash compensation, has changed
To sum
the matter up, the Agricultural Coliege
does not fit the student for an immediate

adnaated bima

fluencing pupils to attend that college.

THE REMEDY

The remedy is to supply those things
that are lacking. Michigan needs more
normal schools.  The Agricultural College
has ample class room appliances. lts
chemical, botanical, and physical labora-
The curric-
ulum necessary for a normal course needs |
the addition of but a few studies and pos-
sibly three instructors to make a normal
course the equal of the Ypsilanti school.
Agriculture should be a preseribed  and
part of this normal course. |
Supplanting a few of the prescribed courses,
now a part of the Ypsilanti Normal School

l
i
i

{ and out of sight.

" one favorable result.

| energy.

l Granges and for VisiTor.

| siders capable of holding office.

a certificate.

resent appliances at the Agricultural Col}
ege, provide a normal course for two hun-
dred more students and the gain would be
inestimable. 1 am free to say that no

. amount of change, no amount of pains to
| secure more students nor to popularize the

College will prove effective unless the same
plans are followed that have made other
colleges popular and successful, and their
success has been attained along the lines
pointed out.

Owosso.

The Tax Burden.

The tax question we have with us always
and it is a perpetual sonrce of complaint.
At present it 1s receiving more than the
usual amount of attention, but perhaps no
more than it deserves. The burden is
heavy, all agree to that, and it feels no
easier when we are told that it is lichter
than insome other states. That we are not
getting value received for what is expend-
ed is a prevailing opinion. Bat little
good can be accomplished by this whole-
sale denunciation of everything in sicht
The county government
in all its branches, the state departments
and institutions, all come in for this con-
demnation, while national affairs, being
farther away and less understood, receive
the lion’s share. However there has been
People are becoming:
5o in earnest that organized efforts are now
being made for reform.

One great trouble with these reforms is
that too much is attempted. It is out of
the question to remove a mountain all at
once, and those who try it only waste their
It must be done a portion at a
time. These sweeping reforms are apt to
be a failure from being only partially  car-
ried out, and from the evils which come in
at unguarded points. The better way is to
select some one social or political wrong
and reform that thoroughly by concentrat-
ing all the resources upon it before passing
to the next. The greatest evil need not he
the one chosen, but rather the one nearest
at hand and easiest to reform.

During several months past many ques
tions pertaining to taxation have heen dis-

. cussed by the various farmers’ organiza

tions. Supposing we select one, the ques-
tion of county expenditures, for example,
as our most important subject for the pres-
ent. Then, through our state associations,
let us petition the legislature for some sat-
isfactory action. Perhaps it might be left
to each county to pay its officers a fixed
salary instead of fees, and adjust other ex-
penditures.

Then let the local Granges, clubs, and
wvthior vrgauizativus see that these reforms
are carried out. When this has been ac-
complished we may reach out to the judi-
cial system, state offices, and other covern-
mental departments and institutions. Hav-
ing once secured good county and state
governments we need not he greatly trou-
bled by national affairs. i

e W

Some Important Questions.

Evrror Grance Visiror: 1 will try
and comply with your request in regard to
questions  suggested for discussion for
Will answer
more directly No. 6, “‘How can county an
township expenses be reduced ?”

Let there be a law enacted creating an

| examining board, whose duty it shall be to

examine all persons who may apply, and
grant certiticates to all those whom it con
Let such
bidder holding
Let there be a board to ex-

offices be let to the lowest

amine into the practical work done in said

that the coldest milk and the coldest water |
are at the bottom of the apparatus. When
ice and water are used, it Is necessary to
stir up once in a while, as the water next
to the surface over which the milk flows
becomes warm.— Furming World.

course, with agriculture would be a benefit
to agriculture and the literary course as
well. Agriculture is the basis of civiliza-
tion, it envolves all sciences and would be
a liberal education in itself. 1t would pro-
duce greater sympathy between profes-
sional and agricultural life, something
which now seems an absolute essential when
we consider that the farmer in literature
and in drama is represented now as a hay-
seed and uncouth person. With such a
curriculum a student would leave the Agri-
cultural College, teach for a period, send
pupils of his to the college normal. And
he could explain and teach agriculture as a
teacher and when he ceased to teach follow |
farming, or at least have whatever tend-
ency in that direction educated in at the

office and if the incumbent is not capable
of performing the duties and requirements
have his certificate annulled and discharged
from the oftice. I think some law of this
kind might be enacted to include a large
part of the offices, and would stop in a
great measure this everlasting scramble
and political chicanery now going on for
‘*the loaves and fishes.”’

“Farmers’ societies™ can no more be dis-
pensed with than the associations of other
occupations and professions; in fact they
are even more helpful and necessary. *In
union there is strength;” in association
there is knowledge and encouragement; *“In
the multitude of counsellors there is
safety.” They also give a broader ac-
quaintance and wider influence to each
member personally.

“Farmers’ institutes” are not only a |
power of good in themselves, but also in
awakening those who cannot be otherwise
reached to the importance of an enlight-
ened and united agriculture.

Now, brothers and sisters, I have given
away some of my most important secrets

The Agricultural College.

BY JAS. N. MCBRIDE.

“HOW DISTRICT SCHOOLS. >

Having a free text bhook law and a
uniform text book law would greatly help.
I think if all the women in the district
whether voters or not would attend the an-
nual meetings it would go a long way
toward the proper decorum of the meeting.
There are those in nearly all districts who

IMPROVE OUR
Eprror GRANGE Visitor: Referring to
- your request for discussion of certain ques-
tions of public interest and state policy, I
will write ot the Agricultural College as
{ one of questions named.

(1) 'The College has a field of usefulness.
(2) It is established by a compact with

as to how to gain the ‘‘needful,” so if you
have something new that’s tried and true,

or old that hasn’t been told, pass it along.
Rochester, Mich.

the United States, and even were it de-
sired to disestablish it, it could not be done
except by extra legal or revolutionary pro-

| ceedings.

Agricultural College rather than educated
out at the University or Normal School.
An elective in the high school in agrical-

like to ‘*sham off”’ by low jesting and vile
talk which is in no way ennobling

to any-

one and especially to any young persons

ture as a primary study taught by a grad-
uate of the agricultural-normal course
would prove an attraction to many young
students from the farm. Astronomy is of

who are generally present. We hardly
bear of a'lady member of the Board in the
country, but I think they would add ma-
terially to the usefulness and dignity of its

~ The above being the conditions, the ef-
Experiments. tmt\ of all should be given to adapt the
College to the conditions of greatest use-

fulness.

Every farmer should be an experimenter,
and every farm an experimental farm. In
fact, fully half of the farming done in the
country is mere experimentation without
knowing the conditions, or getting any ben-
efit from the knowledge that otherwise
might be derived. Blind farming is car-
ried on to a much greater extent than is
generally supposed. The farmer who is
intelligent enough to make an experiment
with a full understanding of the conditions,
is too intelligent to waste time, labor and

A college is in its mechanical and
outward appearance a location, buildings,
and appliances. This the Michigan, Agri-
cultural College has in an almost ideal
plant. The real college however is com-
posed of the teachers and students; these
are the spirit and the soul of the institution.
Now, there can be no college without the
students. The buildings and the teachers
alone constitute a sort of literary monastery
where the learning of the learned does not
reach those whom it could benefit. It is a

less vital importance in the high school
than agriculture, and certainly less attrac-
tive. The gain to the Agricultural College
as now constituted would be an establish-
ment of reciprocal relations between edu-
cators and those whom the College was in-
tended for. There would be an influence
constantly drawing students, and agricul- |
ture would be promoted and dignified by
being appreciated and taught in the sec-
ondary schools. A state expenditure of
$5,000 per year would, with the

work.
made bytheinhabitants visitinethe schools,
asking questions, and showing that they
have an interest in the advancement of the
pupils.
break a pair of colts for future usefulness:
i are not the children of more value than
many colts?

Another improvement might be

One must spend several days to

To the question “‘Shald women vote in

Michgan?” Yes! yes!! yes!!!

H. C. DENIsON.
Ada.
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Woman Suffrage.

Woman suffrage is a question on which
there isa difference of opinion. Unfor-
tunately there is no well established pre-
cedent to enable us to decide on its merits
or demerits. A number of states and
territories have had it for a brief period,
but Wyoming and Colorado are the only
states that now have it in full. But on ac-
count of peculiar conditions here it may be
considered but a little more than an experi-
ment. Nineteen states have it in a limited
way, either for school or municipal or both.
I think it may be truthfully said that
wherever it has been tried it has never
worked to the disadvantage of either state
or nation. The following are some of the
leading arguments against and objections
to woman suffrage, with answers in brief:

No one has an inherent right to suffrage.
The general government concedes the right
of the state alone to confer the franchise
and to determine who are the proper per-
sons or classes to exercise it. Answer:
That women have an inherent right to the
ballot is conceded by the Declaration of
Independence and the Bill of Eights. Here
it is declared that, "Governments derive
their just power from the consent of the
governed."—women are governed.

"Taxation without representation is
tyranny"—women are taxed. Again,
"Political power inheres in the people"—
women are people. To deny these prin-
ciples isdo justify despotism. Men who
refuse the ballot to women can show no
title to their own.

Women have not the physical strength
to enforce laws therefore they should not

help to make them. Answer: Mere
muscle cannot make law. It requires in-
telligence, conscience, and patriotism.

And the moral force of women is quite as
necessary for the nation's well being,'as the
physical force of men. Many of our great-
est statesmen and legislators have been
physically weak. And all men over forty-
five years old and nearly all of those of the
professions are exempt from military duty
eon account of physical incapacity.

If women cannot defend the government
by bearing arms she should not have a
voice in making it. Answer: Some wo-
man perils her life for her country every
time a soldier is born. Day and night she
<loes picket duty at the cradle, yielding up
her beauty, social pleasure, and comfort.
For years she is his quarter master and
gathers his rations, then yields him up
as a sacrifice to her country, or on the
battle field when wounded she soothes the
fallen hero, dresses his wounds, and, if pos-
sible, nurses him back to life. O, this is
an ungrateful and a cowardly plea.

Women are represented already. An-
swer: Men cannot represent women, be-

cause they are unlike women; men es-
pecially represent material interests, wo-
men the interests of the home.

It is unwomanly to vote. Answer: Not

if women have an interest in good govern-
ment and are capable of formingan opinion
and exercising a choice between principles,
measures and men; for this is all of suf-
frage.

It would diminish respect for women.
Answer: Power is always respected. The
franchise invests with power; when women
shall exercise it they will be more respect-
ed than ever.

Women should keep out of the filthy po-
litical arena. Answer: If the arena is
filthy, men have made it so and it needs
women to clean it up.

Women have no grievance. Answer:
That women are disfranchised is a griev-
ance. Itis a stigma upon any class of
citizens that their opinion is not worth

counting. In many of the states laws dis-
criminate against wives, mothers, and
widows. In only three states has the wife
while living with her husband any legal

right to her own children.

There are many more reasons sometimes
given why women should not vote, but as
far as | have investigated all are satisfac-
torily answered. If women could vote
they would soon settle the temperance
guestion to the blessing of the whole nation.

WM. KIRBY.

Hillsdale-

State Industrial Home for Girls.
BY MBS. LUCY M. SICKLES, SUPT.

EDITOB GRANGE VISITOR:—Yours of
August 21st received. | gladly acquiesce
to your wishes, still would much prefer to
have you visit us and judge for yourself.
“How can expenses be reduced without in-
juring their efficiency?" | feel a little
timidity about praising our own work. Of
course we feel a different interest in the
institution; we are convinced it is a grand
and noble work, this saving girls and mak-
ing useful women of them. Every girl we
save means so much to the state, for we ex-
pect that some day she will be at the head
of a home. What the next generation is to
be, depends largely upon the future moth-
ers. Save them now, before their futures
are blasted and they at last dependent up-

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

on the state for support, in prison or
county house.

Could I but read you the histories of
some of these poor young girls, of the hor-
rible experiences, you would scarce believe
it could be true that such things were be-
ing enacted in this grand old state of ours,
of which we are so proud. However,
friends, " 'tis true, and pity 'tis 'tis true,”
but thank God there is a life-saving station
and crew at Adrian, to rescue and save,
yes save, for that we do.

DONE.

OUTLINE OF WORK

I think perhaps the best way for me to
deal with this topic, or question, is to give
you an outline of our work, and leave the
rest to our generous hearted people of
Michigan, who are, and always have lieen,
ready to extend a helping hand to the weak
and erring ones; who have done more for
her children, to help to rescue and save,
them, than the most of her sisters.

We number to-day three hundred girls
in the Home, and one hundred and six out
in country homes, supporting themselves,
making a total of four hundred and six
girls under our supervision.

From the moment a girl enters the Home
until she leaves, she is given some work to
do. Very few, not over one per cent of
our girls, upon entering here, know the
least thing about housework; to put a patch
on, to darn a stocking, or sew on a button,
let alone cutting and making a garment
for herself. To cook a meal of victuals,
to wash or iron, to put a room in order, is
simply out of the question.

The word "obey" she has never learned.
To do right because it is right, is foreign
to her. And yet the average age upon
entering here, is fourteen years. To over-
come all the evil she has learned during
her lifetime, to begin at the beginning and
teach her upon which finger to wear her
thimble, how to hold a needle and turn a
hem, or work a button hole, requires time.
Here it is line upon line, precept upon pre
cept, week in and week out for months and
sometimes years. But when we see this
same girl, in a farmer's home, going about
her work, making beautiful bread, canning
fruit, and finally sit down to a bountiful
dinner, prepared by her own hands, see
the dainty dress which she wears, cut, fit-
ted and made by herself, we thank God,
and pray to be forgiven for ever becoming
discouraged when it seemed to take so long
to teach all this that we nearly gave up in
despair.

THE COTTAGE PLAN FOLLOWED.

The Home is conducted on the cottage
plan, or family system. In every cottage
is a manager, a housekeeper and a teacher,
with from thirty-seven to sixty-five girls
in each cottage. The manager acts in the
capacity of the mother in a home. She it
is who looks after everything in the house,
teaches the sewing, "mending, darning,
knitting, crocheting, etc. etc. etc. She
looks after all the clothing, which must be
changed and altered; when one has out-
grown » garment she passes it down to
another and makes new for the one. She
is the care taker. She listens to all the
little troubles and sets them right. In case
of sickness she is the nurse. Her work,
in fact, like most of women, is never done.

The house-keeper has charge of the work
in the kitchen, dining room, pantries and
and laundries. She teaches this work to
all who come into her department. Verv
much depends upon her. She must be neat
and economical, for we teach economy in
all departments, knowing this to be'of vi-
tal importance. Many times she would pre-
fer to do the work herself, (and it requires
a great amount of patience not to do so,)
but this she must not do, she must teach
her girls to do the work and do it well.

The teacher has charge of the dormito-
ries and teaches chamber work. Here, as
in all parts of the house, the utmost cleanli-
ness prevails. The health of the institution
depends largely upon the thoroughness
with which she does her duty, airing of beds,
bedding, rooms, cleanliness of bath-rooms,
lavatories, etc- etc. In the afternoon she
takes the family in her cottage to the school
house, where she spends the afternoon
"teaching school.” Our school is regular-
ly graded, and each girl upon entering the
school building goes into her own particular
room or grade. We have seven teachers
e and eight grades.

FACILITIES FOR INSTRUCTION.

In each cottage is a kitchen, laundry and
dining room. It has been said and'of a
certainty it is' true, that this is not as
economical as having one large kitchen and
a dining-room in common. But friends,
we are trying to teach these girls to work,
and in having the separate kitchen it comes
nearer a family home, and more girls are
being taught to cook, set table and wash
dishes than could be with one kitchen.
There are more avenues open to boys
whereby they may earn a livelihood. Girls
who can house-keep, cook and bake, we
all know are scarce. We are hoping to
take our girls through this course of train-
ing and in time fill this long felt want.

The girls do a great deal of the light
work about the farm, but wecannot do the

amount of work, (building fences, laying
walks, plowing, dragging, etc. etc.) that
we might if we had boys. Many of our
girls are broken down in health and cannot
do even kitchen work for months after en-
tering here. Each girl has a room with a
bed, dresser and mirror, chair, and rug in
it. Back of her door hangs a laundry ba<r
andevery-day clothing; night dress and
towel. No two girls are in one room, or
using the same towel or soap. Girls are
detailed to one department for three
months and then changed to another.

DAILY PROGRAM.

The bell rings at 5:00 a. m., which calls
the housekeeper and her forces to their
work of getting breakfast. At 5:30 a. m.
all rise and breakfast at 6. Then work
begins. During this time we keep silent,
only talking about the work, or what is
necessary. We dine at 11:00 and after
dinner have a short recess. All must lie
ready for school and in line, when the bell
rings at one o'clock. School closes at 4:00,
a snort recess, and supper at five. 6:15 p.
m. must see us all in the study room, or
more naturally speaking, sitting room.
Our evenings are spent like those of any
well regulated family, crocheting, knitting,
reading or studying, and then the officerin
charge will read to them, or they will sing.
During the long winters many'books are
read, and too, we have entertainments,
sometimes in single families and again we
unite our efforts and havean entertainment
in the chapel.

Sundays we have Sabbath School from
10:00 to 11:00 a. m., church service from
3:00 to 4:00 p. m., the Sisters and Priest
coming once each month to seethe Catholic
girls.

We do all of our own sewing, besides
shirt making for the Coldwaterschool. We
have a dress-making department, where we
have from twelve to eighteen girls learn-
ing the trade. We have several graduates
at the present, who are sewing by the day,
earning an honest living; girls who were
on the down-grade when they came to us
and who would surely have gone to utter
ruin but for the helping hand extended
here.

As soon as a girl learns to work neatly
and well, and we think she isstrong enough
morally, we; with the aid of the County
Agent, find good country homes and place
them out. All girls are placed in farm
homes. The kind treatment and good care
which they receive at the hands of farmers’
wives carries on the work already begun
here and too, the temptation to do wrong
in such homes, is not, cannot be, what it is
in the city.

EARNINGS OF THE GIRLS.

They earn, (according to the girl's abil-
ity,) from 75 cents to 11.50 per week.
Quarterly reports are sent to us with a por-
tion of the girl's wages, which we call the
"Reserve Fund." This is placed in the
bank to her account.

The financial statement of girl's bank ac-
count last month read as follows:

Balance on hand at commencement of month
Received during the month from girls in homes.

$1,350 39
130 73

»1.471 12
Paid over to girls discharged during the month..» 114 13
Balance at close of month »1,356 9!)

Where will you find a class of working
girls who can show as good a bank ac-
count? In doing this they learn frugal-
ity.

When you stop and think, these girls
three or four years ago were on the down-
ward path, and but for the help received
here would to-day have been supported by
you in Detroit House of Correction, county
houses, or would have been leading lives
of shame. Now they are in the right path,
on an up grade and self-supporting, at the
same time filling places of trust, and posi-
tions which you all find hard to fill, as
there is a scarcity of help for your Kkitch-
ens.

COST TO THE STATE.

The average per capita cost to the state
from June 1895 to June 1896 was $95.95.
This includes everything, food, clothing,
light, heating, repairing, salaries to officers,
etc. Do you think it exorbitant? It
would have cost more than that, perhaps,
had she staid at home and been allowed to
run the streets. Suppose they were not
arrested in this downward course, what
then would the harvest be

Dr. Holmes said years ago—"The time
to begin a reform is before the mother s
born. Perhaps the next generation may
see the result of our labors.

To show you that our work results in
great good, | would be glad, if at some
time, through the columns of the GRANGE
visiTor | might be allowed the privilege
of taking a few histories from the time of
entering here to date. | would call no
names, | could not, in justice to the girl,
but you would be amazed, and | venture
to say grateful tears would rise. Here is
where our trouble comes. We cannot point
out and name those who have begun life
over again and are truly noble young wo-
men, but you all know the single sinner
well; her name is given to the four winds.

Intemperance and divorce are the main
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causes for comingin nearly nine-tenths of
all who come here. There is something
radically wrong in our marriage laws. We
have a number of girls today who have a
father and mother, a step-father and step-
mother. In such cases neither parent is
willing to care for the child, who becomes
neglected, wanders from place to place
and finally, and happily for her, reaches
the Home. So long as this exists, these
poor children must suffer from its effects
and the state must care for them and their
children. The parents are to blame, not
the childieen, therefore we believe in, not
punishment, but training and education.
Now is the time to begin to fit them for
lines of useiulness.

Adrian.

Tfcf Juycivllgi.

Growing.

A little rain, and a little sun.
And a little pearly dew. .
And a pushing up and a reaching out.
Then leaves and tendrils all about—
Ah, that's the way the flowers grow,
Don't you know ?

A little work, and a little play,
And lots of quiet sleep;
A cheerful heart and a sunny face,
And lessons learned, and things in place—
Ah, that's the way the children grow,
Don't you know ?
—Little Men and Women.

Consequences.

"Here goes!" shouted the stone as he
left the hand of the school-boy and cleft the
air.  And "There an end!"™ he added, as
he splashed through the water and to the
bottom of the pond.

But, though ne stuck fast in the mud
himself when he got there, that was by no
means the end of the affair.

At the spot where he dropped in, some
of the water was displaced by the shock
and driven back in a circle undulation or
wave; and this formed a beautiful, ring-
like pattern on the smooth surface of the
pond.

And the first wave pressed the water lie-
hind it into a second, and there came a
second circle a little lugger than the first;
and this caused another, and this another,
and so on after the manner of waves, till
half the pond was moving and marked
over with circles, which got wider and
wider, but feebler and flatter, the further
they spread.

Now it was evening, and the sun was
setting in ruby anil gold; and each circle
of water, as it formed itself, caught the
glow on its edge and was tipped with col-
or and light; and the school-boy stood on
the bank looking at it all. The first cir-
cles glittered most, perhaps, because their
edges were highest and sharpest; but the
further ones rolled over like molten ore
till, as they stretched out feebler and flat-
ter, the gleams seemed to die out gradually
altogether, and the pond became pale and
smooth, and the boy had seen all there was
to be seen.

Then he, too, shouted, "There an end!"
and ran away.

But, though the boy could see no more,
and was gone, that was not the end of the
matter either.

When the driven-back water formed the
first circle on the pond it did something
else as well. It pressed against the air
above it, and the air gave way. And the
second circle did the same, and sothe next,
and so the next, till the air was full of
pressure circles, whether mortal eyes could
distinguish them or not And the pressure
went backwards and backwards, up into
ether, till, for anything | know to the con-
trary, it went right around the world.

If you are wiser, however, and can say
where it stopped, you may shout, "There
an end!" yourself; and there will be an end
to my story as well-

Otherwise, perhaps not. A child can
throw a pebble into the water, but the
wisest man cannot say where the waves it
sets in motion shall be stilled. It isa light
matter to fling off actions and words into
the world, but a hard one to know where
their influence shall cease to act.—Mrs.
Alfred Gatty, in "Parables from Na-
ture.”

Good Advice.

Somerset Co., Maine, Oct. 12, 1896.
MR. O. W. INGERSOLL,

DEAR SIR: Mr. H. s. Grant and | used
your paint with the best of satisfaction.
When we have any more painting to do
we shall use your paint and advise others
to do the same.

Yours Truly,”
A. B. WALKER.
See adv. Ingersoll's Liquid Rubber Paints.

Ripans Tabules. ] )
Ripans Tabules: one gives relief.
Ripans Tabules cure headache.
Ripans Tabules cure constipation.
Ripans Tabules cure flatulence.
Ripans Tabules cure nausea.
Ripans Tabules: pleasant_laxative.
Ripans Tabules cure dizziness.
Ripans Tabules cure dyspepsia.



