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Northern Michigan A s y l u m . 

BY DR. JAS. D . MUNSON, MEDICA 

E D I T O R G R A N G E VIS ITOR: In answer to 
the query "How can expenses in our state 
institutions be reduced, without injuring 
their efficiency?" I will give a brief out-
line of the management, resources, and ex-
penditures of the Northern Michigan 
Asvlum, and a few words concerning the 
commitment of patients and the care be-
stowed upon them while under treatment. 

COMMITTING PATIENTS. 

All patients, whether private or indigent, 
are committed to the asylum by the pro-
bate court of the county of the patient's 
residence. The probate judge has to de-
termine from the evidence adduced in each 
case, 1st, that the alleged insane person is 
insane; 2d, that the insanity of the individ-
ual is of such a character that he (or she) 
is in need of asylum care and treatment; 
and 3d, whether the patient, his estate, or 
his friends, are able to support him (or her) 
in the institution while under the visitation 
of insanity. The laws governing the ad-
mission of patients may be found in Act 
135, Laws of 1885, and amendments there-
to. ' I t is beyond doubt that judges of pro-
bate exercise great care in determining: the 
mental condition of patients before com-
mitting them to the asylum. In an ex-
perience including several thousand cases 
I have only known a few instances in which 
the individuals committed were not insane, 
and in these cases insanity was feigned to 
avoid punishment for crime. I have never 
known a person to be committed as the re-
sult of a conspiracy to deprive him of his 
rights as a citizen or of the use of. his prop- _ 
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N E E D E D CHANGES IN LUNACY LAWS. 

In one respect the judges of probate are 
hampered by the existing lunacy laws. 
They are obliged to tind that the patient is 
either able to wholly support himself while 
in the asylum, or tliat he is wholly indigent, 
in which case they have no alternative but 
to commit him as a county charge. Many 
judges of probate and some of our asylum 
trustees are of the opinion that the lunacy 
laws should be so amended that the pro-
bate judge can commit patients on an or-
der of partial support, i. e., charge the pa-
tient or his friends such a part of the cost 
of his- support as he or his friends can pay 
without financial distress. I f the law per-
mitted such an order of commitment, the 
patient could be charged from 10 to 50 
cents or a dollar a week, or more, as 
case might be, which would undoubtedly 
finite materially reduce the cost of main-
tenance of the insane in the aggregate. At 
a recent meeting of the Joint Board of 
Trustees of the Michigan Asylums for the 
Insane a committee was appointed to pre-
sent to the coming legislature a bill pro-
viding for such an amendment to the laws 
governing the admission of patients. 

ASYLUM MANAGEMENT. 

The management of the asylum is vested 
in a board of trustees composed of six 
members. The trustees are appointed by 
the o-overnor by and with the consent of 
the ^senate. The trustees serve without 
pay, but are allowed actual traveling ex-
penses. Monthly meetings of the board 
are held, at which all matters pertaining 
to the institution are discussed, bills ex-
amined and audited, necessary improve-
ments and repairs directed, and the con-
dition of the hospital passed in review. 
Al l instances of alleged abuse of patients 
are investigated; in fact, everything that 
pertains to the welfare of patients, or the 
economy of the hospital, is considered. 
Twice yearly the trustees of the several 
asylums meet in joint session, at which the 
expenditures of the several asylums are 
compared and such suggestions formulated 
for the action of the separate boards as 
seem best for the interests of the state and 
of the institutions. The trustees are se-
lected from our best business men, and 
there may be found among them merchants, 
farmers, lawyers, manufacturers, and phy-
sicians. I t will thus be seen that the man-
agement of the asylum is directed by able 
men, whose only wishes are to carry out 
the humanitarian objects of the hospitals 
at the lowest possible cost to the taxpayers. 

It should be remembered that the highest j 
efficiency of an asylum for the insane can- J 

U1>T- I not be estimated in dollars and cents. The 
1 highest purpose or aim of all our hospitals ,-; 

is to cure the patients committed to them. 
This necessitates medical treatment, kind j 
and intelligent nursing, good food and i 
plenty of it, heat, light ami washing, and 
comfortable bedding and clothing. I f 
these are provided in just proportion to 
the needs of the patients and especially in 
reference to the cure of diseased conditions, 
the cost of support will be greater than if 
mere custodial care is provided. It is the 
wish of all citizens that the insane should j 
receive the most humane treatment, includ- j 
ing medical care and nursing, and if it is 
remembered that many patients, the mani-
acal, the suicidal, and'those suffering from | 
bodily diseases, require constant nursing 
day and night, it will be seen that a rate 
of''44 cents per day is totally inadequate 
to meet the expense so incurred. But 
there are many able-bodied men in the in-
stitution who are able to work and who re-
quire but little personal supervision, who 
are able to in part earn their living and 
thus reduce the cost of maintenance of the 
whole number. 

COST OF MAINTENANCE. 

The cost of maintenance in our asylums 
has gradually decreased since 1885, as fol-
lows: In 1885 the daily cost was 53c; in 
188(5, 53c; 1887, 52c; 1888, 51c; 1889, 50c; 
1890, 4»c; 1891, 19c; 1892, 48c; 1893, 4Sc; 
1894, 47c; 1895, 46c, and 1896, 44c per pa-
tient per day. It may be also said that 
the increase of the insane in the state dur-
ing the last ten years has not exceeded two 
persons to each ten thousand of population., 
while the increase in the assessed valuation 
of property of the state has been some-
thing like 70 per cent. A decrease of one 
cent a day in the support of each patient 
may not seem like a great saving to the 
commonwealth, but it amounts to $3,650 
per year for eaçh 1000 patients. The dif-
ference in the cost of support of 1000 pa-
tients at the present rate of maintenance, 
as compared with that of 1885, is §32,850 
per year for each 1000 patients under treat-
ment. Thus it will be seen that the rate 
of maintenance has been reduced from year 
to year, as much as has been compatible 
with the best care and treatment of pa-
tients. 

The income of the asylum is derived 
from the daily per capita cost charged for 
the support of patients, and from produce 
raised on the farm, after the cost of its 
production has been deducted. The ex-
penditures for the last year were as follows: 
salaries and wages 76.72c; food, 92.19c: 
heating 26.04c; laundry expenses 12.25c; 
medical supplies 2.59c; household supplies 
9.03c, 'etc., etc., per patient per week. 
Clothing is extra, and if furnished to pa-
tients by the» institution is charged back to 
the county or state, as the case may be. The 
total net disbursements for the support of 
patients for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1896, were $169,165.54, or 46.43c pfer pa-
tient per day. The total receipts for the 
same period, lessclothing, were $184,358.08. 

The principal items of cost in the sup-
port of the insane are wages, food and fuel. 

There are about 175 persons employed 
by the asylum, all of whom are attendants 
upon the insane, or nurses. 

THE WORK OF ATTENDANTS. 

The attendants have very arduous as 
well as responsible positions, for which 
men receive from $18 to $30 and women 
from $12 to $25 per month. The ratio of 
attendants to patients is about 1 to 9£, or 
somewhat less than in the state of New 
York, where one attendant to every 8 pa-
tients is required by law. 

I t should be stated that attandants work 
from 5:30 a. m. until 8:00 p. m., with the 
exception of chief attendants, who three 
nights in a week work from 5:30 a. m. un-
til 7:00 p. m. Each attendant is allowed 
one day a month and two weeks a year 
leave of absence with pay. I f attendants 
were employed on a basis of 10 or 12 hours 
for a day's service, the running expenses 
of the institution would be considerably in-
creased. 

Food supplies are issued by weight and 
upon a physiological basis. The cost of 
food varies from year to year with the 

! tarket value of supplies, but the quantity | 
a k1 quality of food provided must remain | 
constant or be kept at a fixed standard, if j 
t'le health and welfare of the patients and 
ot the employes are not to suffer. In my 
judgment no greater abuse could be inflict- ; 
elf upon patients than to oblige them to j 
life upon badly prepared or insufficient j 
f»X)d. 

ilAnd so we might specify the whole list 
of expenditures, and it would be found 
titat a general law governs each, which can 
neither be restricted or exceeded without 
detriment. It is the constant aim of the 
trustees and officers of the asylum to main-
tain it at its best working point at the low-
est possible cost. 

OTHER ITEMS OF EXPENSE . 

'¿This asylum is valued at nearly $775,000. 
S fe wear and tear, while not greater than 
ift ^similar institutions, necessitates con-
siderable expense to keep it in repair. 
Furniture and furnishings wear out, steam 
aMi waste pipes rust through, machinery 
breaks and wears out or becomes obsolete 
aafid wasteful, all of which have to be re-
placed; and these and many other matters 
require the supervision of the board. I f 
the various departments of the institution 
¡pre kept in perfect working order, the re-
sulting economy will be so much the great-
ep One of the largest items of expense 

fuel. I f the boilers and engines are old 
;<hd worn, or wasteful from any cause, 
vhen a failure to repair or replace them is 
;j|e cause of an absolute waste of money, 
ilich repairs or replacements are expens-
ive, but they more than repay the outlay, 
'fbe modern boiler and steam engine has 
• > «fficiency of from 7 to 25 per cent 
'¿reuler th.tn those of " IC 'or l^ years of age. 
I t needs no argument to show that to con-
tinue an obsolete heating and power plant 
in the institution would be to burn from 
7 to 25 percent of the cost of the 
fuel consumed. No business man, not even 
the state, can afford such waste if its exists. 

P 

the 

THE ASYLUM FARM. 

The farm of the asylum consists of 588 
acres, of which 479 were purchased by the 
state, 4<> were donated by Hannah, Lay & 
Co., and 69 acres were secured by the 
board of trustees. The farm is a very im-
portant factor in the economy of the in-
stitution. The land when purchased was 
in the main heavily wooded, but with the 
exception of small tracts left for parks and 
wind-breaks it has been cleared by the 
labor of patients. Farm and garden work 
is well suited for the employment of able-
bodied patients, and their labor in turn is 
profitable to the state and beneficial to 
them. A t this institution there are from 
130 to 150 men able to work a portion of 
each day in the garden or on the farm, and 
soon one of the most pressing needs of the 
asylum will be more land upon which to 
use this labor. The institution should be 
able to raise its own provender for stock, 
fruits of all kinds and vegetables, milk, 
pork, chickens, etc. I f 200 acres are de-
ducted from the farm for parks and road-
ways, sites of buildings and pleasure 
grounds, it will lie seen that we have but 
388 acres for agricultural purposes, a small 
farm indeed upon which to profitably em-
ploy 100 or more men. In our judgment 
the state could make no better investment 
in order to reduce the running expenses of 
our asylum than to purchase for their use 
all the land they could work to profit with 
the labor of patients. The farm in con-
nection with this institution is far from 
complete in development, yet last year its 
product was worth about $23,000, and gave 
a net balance over the cost of production 
of several thousand dollars. 

In conclusion I would say that no money 
is spent, no improvement directed, without 
it is for the benefit of patients or to reduce 
the cost of maintaining the institution 
the taxpayers. 

Traverse City. Sept 16, ISM. 

jects, like the plundered, ever devising 
new ways to escape. In Michigan it is 
legislated upon at every session of the leg-
islature, yet there seems to lie more com-

laint against our taxing system at the 
present time than ever before. Within 
the past twelve months farmers' clubs and 
city mayors have united in asking relief 
from taxation, boards of supervisors have 
had unusual dffiiculty in making their 
equalizations, and a tax statistician has 
been appointed to investigate the operation 
of our system. Nor are these difficulties 
transient and local. Within the past ten 
years almost every northern state east of 
the Mississippi has had a tax commission 
appointed to examine the deficiencies of 
their unsatisfactory system and to suggest 
reme< lies therefore. 

Much of this complaint no doubt is due 
to the difficulty in paying taxes within re-
cent years, but increased business on the 
part of the government ever requires in-
creased taxation, and that this burden may 
not become unbearable, change, readjust-
ment of the load, and improved methods 
of administration are necessary. 

THE MICHIGAN SYSTEM. 

The state of Michigan with its townships, 
counties and cities, like nearly every other 
state in the union, gets most of its revenue 
from one source—the general property 
tax. It is a tax upon all property whatso-
ever, real or personal, except that express-
ly exempted, and brings into the state 
treasury two-thirds of the required revenue 
each year, and into the county and town-
ship treasuries practically their entire sup-
ply. Its history in this country is not ex-
tensive. I t was hardly known in the time 
of Washington, and its prcjont -dcyplop-
ment was not reached until the civil war. 
It is thought to be peculiarly equitable in 
form, since it seeks to tax all property, 
wherever found, at a uniform rate. Much 
as this tax is used, however, it has 
been bitterly condemned. It has been 
called an inquisitorial tax, a tax on hon-
esty, a tax so iniquitous that every civil-
ized nation has discarded it except our own. 
The leading writer on taxation in this 
country says: "The general property tax, 
as administered in this country to«lay, l>e-
yond doubt is the worst tax in theciyilized 
world." Another says: "Words cannot 
be found sufficiently strong to express the 
just criticisms that can be made against i t . " 

Let us examine the accusations brought 
against this tax upon which we are so de-
pendent, note its faults, and consider the 
remedies suggested for them. 

to 

Taxation. 

Prof W. O. Hedrick, Agricultural College, at Farmers' 
Institutes. 1896-1. 

Taxation, like its frequent product, the 
poor, we have always with us. Ite devel-
opment suggests the history of piracy or 
robbery; governments, like the burglar, 
ever devising new means to plunder; sub-

CRITICISMS ON THE GENERAL I'ROL'ERTY 

TAX. 

The tax is first criticised liecauseitallows 
personal property to escape taxation. In 
theory the tax burden is borne by both 
kinds of property—personal and real. In 
practice personal property is hard to tind 
and escapes assessment, while real property 
being easily seen, bears the burden intend-
ed for both. I t is everywhere asserted 
that personal property in the shape of 
bonds, stocks, moneys, mortgages and 
merchandise escape taxation, and probably 
no one doubts longer that such is the case. 
In Ohio, under a rigorous tax spy and 
sworn property list method of searching 
for this kind of wealth, a recent tax com-
mission reports that while half the wealth 
of the state is personal property, only a 
mere bagatelle pays taxes—something like 
four-fifths going untaxed." The amount 
of personal property on the assessment 
rolls of states where estimates have been 
made has grown steadily less for years. 
In 1866, Cincinnati returned for assessment 
$67,000,000 of personal property. In 1892, 
twenty-five years later, this amount had 
decreased to $45,000,000 on the assessment 
rolls. Real property during this same 
time had risen in assessment value from 
$67,000,000 to $144,000,000. In the state 
of New York, the home of the capitalist, 
the assessed personal property in 1869 was 
$430,000,(>00. In 1*75 it had fallen to 
$407,000,000. In 1885 to $332,000,000—a 
decline of $100,000,000 of reported per-
sonal property during a period of great 
railroad expansion and general prosperity. 
During the same time real estate was ad-
vanced in tax-paying ability from $532,-
000,000 to $762.000,000, or an increase of 

(Continued to page 4.) 
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Dairying in Michigan. 

It« Pronpect* it ml XecesKitie». 

BY l 'ROK. C. D. SMITH. 

In the first place we notice in the report 
of the Secretary of State on matters relat-
ing to farmers and farm products for the 
year 1894-5 that Michigan has 401,989 
milk cows over six months old in May, 1895. 
Of horned cattle other than milk cows 
there was but 268,000 and of horses, 431,-
675. Certainly this is not a bad showing, 
as to numtiers, of the foundation of the 
dairy business, the cow. 

It is interesting to note that 15 counties 
have over 10,000 cows each, and together 
contain within 21,000 of one half of the 
cows in the state. As might be expected 
the dairy business is centered in these 
counties for the most part either because 
they are adjacent to some large city or 
have some spécial adaptability to the dairy 
industry. 

Michigan is a dairy state and is bound 
to become more so because located between 
Chicago on the west and Detroit on the 
east, two great consuming centers of dairy 
products, and because, secondly, she is lo-
cated in latitudes where corn, roots and 
hay grow to their highest perfection. The 
land is in general, unusually well watered. 

Notwithstanding the low prices of butter 
in recent years, it is, after all, the best and 
most profitable form in which the farmer 
can sell the grain and forage produced by 
his farm. Taken in connection with the 
growing of pork which is the usual accom-
paniment of the dairy business, it is un-
doubtedly true that at the present time no 
other line of farm work begins to be as re-
munerative. Michigan farmers are quick 
to note ami remember these facts. Having 
soil, climate and the facilities, I see no 
reason why in the near future the dairy 
business should not take the dominant place 
in Michigan agriculture which sheep have 
occupied in the past. 

HOME DA IRY VS. CREAMERY. 

As to whether the butter would better 
be made in the home dairy than in the 
creamery, the answer is not so apparent. 
In all the intensely dairy districts of the 
west, nearly all of the butter is made in 
the public creamery, while, at present in 
this state, the vast majority of it is made 
in the home dairy. When uniformity of 
product and economy of labor and success 
in selling are considered, it is hard to say 
why the factory system is not to be pre-
ferred. Farmers have yet to learn in full 
the advantages of co-operation and the 
power of united effort. I believe that in 
the future, perhaps somewhat remote, the 
factory system will be adopted in most, if 
not all, of the dairy centers of the state. 
This article would he entirely too long 
were I to attempt to enumerate the advan-
tages Which must accrue both to the com-
munities and to the individual farmer by 
the location in a neighborhood of a large 
and wisely managed creamery. It is suf-
ficient to know the fact that in the localities 
in the west where such institutions abound, 
the farmers are contented and prosperous 
even in these hard times. Certain changes 
amounting almost to a revolution must be 
made in tne system of management before 
the deserved success can be ultimately 
reached, but when honest and competent 
men are intrusted with the management 
of creameries, experience has shown that 
they offer to the farmers of the neighbor-
hood an opportunity to convert the prod-
ucts of their farms economically and profit-
ably into a concentrated and marketable 
form. 

EQUIPMENT FOR A HOME DAIRY. 

Naturally if a man is adapted to the 
dairy business and has the soil, the water, 
and the environments well adapted to it 
and is at the same time not located near 
a successful creamery, he will go into the 
business of butter making on the home 
dairy plan. In such case he must find it 
possible to till the ice house annually, to 
build and maintain a suitable, small dairy 
building and equip it with the necessary 
appliances. This equipment is not neces-
sarily expensive. He must have either a 
hand separator or plenty of ice and cold 
water and a good creamer or at least a tank 
of sufficient capacity to hold the necessary 
number of cans and a surplus of ice- He 
should have either a Boyd vat or some 
other receptacle for holding cream. If the 
number of cows is small, it is necessary 
that this cream reservoir should be so ar-
ranged as to keep its contents at a temper-
ature not above 50 for several days or at 
least until sufficient cream for a churning 
has been gathered and thoroughly mixed. 
Some form of ripening vat is absolutely 
necessary, but is not necessarily expensive. 
Then a good churn and worker with the 
ladles and butter prints or tubs complete 
the outfit, the whole of which need not 
cost a large amount of money. A dairy 
thermometer is of course an absolute and 
essential factor. It is a mistaken idea to 
suppose that a great deal of money must 
be invested in utensils to make the best 

butter; Such is not the case. While it 
never pays to undertake to make good butter 
without the necessary tools, a great lot of 
expensive apparatus is not required and is 
of but little advantage. The farmer should 
therefore beware of every new fangled im-
plement offered him and should adhere to 
the ones which experience has shown to be 
the best. 

When the herd exceeds a half dozen 
good cows it will pay perhaps to have a 
hand separator as it will save more of the 
butter, especially in the fall and winter 
when butter is the highest in the market, 
than will any other method of handling 
the milk. On the other hand where the 
number of cows is smaller, the interest on 
the first cost amounts to more than the 
butter saved. 

To keep but one or two cows where the 
conditions are rig-ht for the business is a 
mistake. One does not feel that he can afford 
to have even the necessary apparatus for 
handling the milk, the returns are too small, 
yet the milking has to be done twice a day 
and all the operations have to be gone 
through with every day just as they would 
have to be with a larger number of cows-
The amount of milk and cream is less but 
the number of pieces of apparatus to be 
cleaned is almost as great and the time 
taken about as long with two cows as with 
a half dozen. I say, therefore, let each 
one of us keep cows enough to warrant the 
erection of a milk-house which we can equip 
with the simple apparatus necessary and 
thus take the milk work out of the house 
altogether. 

The kitchen is not built to make butter 
in, the floor cannot be flushed and quickly 
and easily cleaned, and besides there is al-
ready too much going on there to permit 
the butter-making to proceed without an-
noyance. The cellar is not the l>est place 
in the world either. 

An ice house should be built on every 
farm where butter is made, and at some 
additional expense a dairy room can be 
connected with it in which the convenience 
for the operations can be located. Try it. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE CREAMERY. 

I f a goodly number of farmers in a 
neighborhood are keeping cows and there 
is some central point, near the railroad sta-
tion, for instance, where a creamery can be 
located, they ought to unite their forces 
and allow one trained man to make their 
butter and thus at once economize time 
and improve the quality and receipts from 
their products. The creamery must, to 
succeed, come after there is a demand for 
it arising from the large number of cows 
kept in the neighborhood; it alight rKsve£ 
to be forced on a community from the out-
side by some wily agent of a construction 
company. The ideal plan of carrying on 
the creamery is to have it managed by the 
patrons who are its owners. This system 
implies a good deal of common sense on 
the part of the co-operators, a good deal of 
forbearance as well and determination to 
make the venture a success, but given these 
qualities I know of no other method of 
management as promising. The entire 
proceeds, less the cost of manufacture, are 
then divided among the patrons according 
to the amount of butter fat supplied by 
each. The Babcock test is in constant use 
and perfect justice is done. 

Agricultural College. 

Loss of F a t in Buttermilk. 

As the art of butter making reaches 
perfection the skill of the butter maker is 
added to that of the implement maker, 
and it is no wonder that different makers 
claim that success is attained through dif-
ferent methods. One of the largest steps 
towards perfection is in obtaining all the 
cream from a given amount of milk; an-
other is in getting all of the butter fat out 
of a given amount of cream—in other 
words in exhaustive churning. 

Speaking of this matter, Psof. E. II. 
Farrington, who has charge of the Dairy 
School of the University of Wisconsin, 
said in a recent Elgin Dairy Report: The 
so-called exhaustive churning of cream 
seems to be caused by a variety of condi-
tions, judging from the opinions expressed 
with more or less positiveness by different 
buttermakers and writers. Undoubtedly 
there is some truth in all the opinions, but 
the listener often gets the impression that 
the speakers conclude that all the truth is 
contained in one opinion. 

Evidence is more convincing and in-
structive than positive statements, and if 
the buttermaker from Brazil claims that 
a green colored churn gives a thinner but-
termilk than a yellow churn, the teachable 
buttermaker wants to know a reason for it, 
or the evidence on which the statement is 
based. If he is told the Brazilian has tried 
it, he next wants to know how many times 
it has been tried and to see the figures 
representing actual tests of buttermilk 
obtained from the two churns; when these 
are given, and a close study shows them to 
be convincing he goes home and paints his 
churn and finds that he had learned some-
thing that may be of value to him. 

Without giving figures to prove it, the 
experience of creamerymen in general in-
dicates that exhaustiveness of churning 

cream is influenced by the following dif-
ferent conditions: 

1. Temperature of churning, which is 
the temperature of the buttermilk when 
churning stops. 

2. Richness of the cream. 
3. Ripeness of the cream. 
4. Speed of the churn. 
5. Amount of cream in the churn. 
6. Size of butter granules when churn-

ing stops. 
It would pay many buttermakers to test 

the buttermilk daily or save a composite 
sample and test once a week as is done in 
some well regulated establishments. 

A simple calculation shows that 2,000 
pounds of buttermilk which tests 0.5 per 
cent fat contains at least 10 pounds of 
butter, and this sold at even the present 
low price of butter, will buy two pair of 
new overalls or pay for the washing of 
thirty pair, so that- the buttermaker may 
wear clean clothes of which there is a great 
lacking in many creameries. A clean pair 
of overalls at least every other day might 
be the means of increasing a man's wages 
in time. It surely would nave an influence 
on the butter buyer, to say nothing of its 
effect on the patrons whom the butter-
maker is urging to bring cleaner milk to 
the factory. Dirty clothes on a man 
receiving milk at a factory is just as bad 
as the dirty cans from which he receives 
the milk. 

When cows feed in a clean pasture and 
are only kept in the barn at milking time, 
it is a comparatively easy matter to deliver 
clean milk to a cieamery, provided the 
tinware, strainer and cans, are thoroughly 
washed, then scalded and kept in the sun 
when not in use. Unless a starter is used 
to ripen the cream from such milk it is the 
writer's opinion that it does not sour 
enough to churn exhaustively when held 
only 20 hours and churned at 56 to 60 
degrees Fahr. A butter with better 
flavor and a thinner buttermilk would be 
obtained if such cream was held forty 
instead of twenty hours before churning. 
This would make it necessary to use two 
cream yats instead of one, but it would im 
prove the flavor and increase the yield of 
butter. 

I t would hardly be safe to try this how-
ever unless the milk and the buttermaker 
were both clean. 

The writer recently visited a place where 
cream was shipped in cans to a city where 
it was sold sweet, and gave perfect satis-
faction although the cans of cream were 
transported in the baggage car and were at 
least three hours on the way. 

The secret of this sweetness was cleanli-
ness. Pasteurization was not necessary. 
Prevention is better than cure. 

A Bit of W i l d Wood. 

Yes, why not a bit of wild wood near 
every farm house? Is land so dear that 
the owners cannot afford it, or is there no 
a'sthetic or utilitarian use for such a piece 
of extravagance and waste of land ? We 
frequently see articles favoring windbreaks 
around farm buildings, but these are stiff 

I rows of trees—one, two or three rows, 
perhaps, to break the force of our western 

| prevailing winds. Now, this is all right, 
and I wish there were more of these wind-
breaks in the western country, but around 
how many homes in the country do you 
ever see a bit of wild wood? To one who 
looks on the wide expanse of prairie and 
field as the place to coin the dollars, in 
corn and grain, there may perhaps be no 
beauty in living trees and climbing vines; 
and there are some, even, who see no 
beauty in flowers until a dear friend dies, 
and then, sometimes, these are the most 
lavish with floral offerings. For my wild 
wood I do not need a large plot of ground, 
because I want it near the house. One-
fourth of an acre, or even less, is better 
than nothing, and in planting this out I 
would have no set rule, but put in every 
kind of tree, bush or shrub about as nature 
would plant them, for I have seen in Wis-
consin more than twenty different varieties 
of trees and shrubs growing on less than one 
acre, besides almost an innumerable num-
ber of lesser plants. Collect all the 
varieties you can from your nearest wood 
lots and make the beginning with those of 
larger growth, or varieties that need the 
sunlight and air, that can stand the storms 
and winds, and when these are established, 
then do the other planting. The work, 
you will see, does not need to lie done in 
one year, and it is best that it should not 
be, but get it started and the birds will 
help with some of the wild fruit, such as 
cherries, raspberries, blackberries, etc. 
When this work is once commenced it is 
surprising how many varieties of trees and 
shrubs, wild plants and flowers you will 
discover in the course of a year in your 
travels in your own neighborhood or 
county, and surely your friends in other 
parts of the state will be glad to contribute 
of what is growing in their vicinity. We 
have, here in the west, a great variety of 
wild plants, flowers and shrubs, and with 
these varieties there is almost a constant 
bloom from early spring time until late in 
autumn. Many of these wild flowers are 
fast disappearing. Why not secure some 
of them in your wild wood? 

Some one has said a home without 
: children was only half a home, and to me 

a home without trees, plants and flowers 
would be a desolate home indeed. I know 
of one man who has near his buildings a 
grove of three or four acres, mainly of 

j evergreens, with a few larch and other 
| deciduous trees, which was planted out 

more than twenty years ago, and now quite 
I a forest, but no amount of money could 
| buy it from the farm while he lives. 

The late Geo. P. Peffer, of Pewaukee, 
| Wis., that a man who so loved nature and 
! liked to study her varying moods, had 

close to his house, or rather at one corner 
of the orchard, a small grove of ever-
greens, and 1 have often heard him speak 
of it as a home for the birds, and of one 
particular time when an untimely snow 
compelled thousands of them to seek 
shelter in its hidden recesses. Perhaps 
the bird mind warbled its thanks to their 
kind benefactor. 

Can you think of any place where the 
small children would so delight to make 
their play houses as under the shade of 
some tree skirting this bit of wild wood? 
And as they grow older how they will 
study to improve the grounds by making 
mounds of stones, and,grottos where ferns 
and climbing vines grow. 

And then, the curious shapes which can 
be formed, in time, by some of these trees 
and wild vines will ever be a source of de-
light to the growing boy and girl, for this 
bit of wild wood grows in beauty every 
year, and perhaps the love of nature may 
be so inbred in the boy that he will save 
the money which some of his friends spend 
for cigars, may be for liquor, and add to-
the attractions of this wild wood a small 
fountain, supplied from the windmill tank. 
This will be a beauty sjiot and a pleasure 
resort for the entire neighborhood, and 
thus, through this wild wood, lessons of 
nature, with love of home and love of 
country, will be taught quite as effectually 
as by burning fire crackers. The duties 
and realities of life may take young men 
and maidens from the old home, but they 
will never forget the sacred memories, and 
the return visits will be the more frequent 
by reason of the bit of wild wood.-—B. S-
Hoxie, in Folk Lore and Best Thoughts. 

The Student as a Citizen. 

Although the character of student life in 
colleges has in this country greatly changed; 
from the old-time system of dormitories 
under lock and key and guardianship of the 
proctor or tutor, we have not yet outgrown 
the traditional notion that students are un-
der tutelage, and therefore responsible ,for 
conduct rather to their teachers than to so-
ciety. Officers of law feel less of authority 
over a crowd of boisterous students than over 
any other crowd, chiefly because of this 
remnant of feeling that they belong to an-
other jurisdiction. 

The legal status of students in a majority 
of states upholds this notion of irresponsi-
bility. The mature, well-educated student 
is by law excluded from gaining citizenship 
during an entire course of study, and so 
seems exempt from responsibility for the 
general good order of his community. 
Though he has attained his majority, and 
retains his right of franchise at his former 
residence, he seems while at college to be 
not a man among men, but "one of the 
boys." Though the reasons for such a 
distinction may be good from the uncertain 
interests of a body of students in a college 
town, it is doubtful whether the diminished 
sense of responsibility may not bring 
greater danger to sound morals than stu-
dent politics could cause. 

It seems time that public opinion should 
be on the side of truer individuality for 
students by enlarging their personal re-
sponsibility as citizens. Every student 
ought to lie held in the esteem of his neigh-
bors directly responsible to society for his-
conduct, his influence, his duty to general 
welfare. If possible, officers of the law 
should come into touch with them as in-
dividuals rather than as a body. 

To this end, all interested can do much 
by discouraging those artificial barriers of 
distinction between students and other peo-
ple in badges and uniforms, "caps and 
gowns," and even "yells," relics of segre-
gation adverse to a common citizenship-
The people, and especially the press, will 
do most for a genuine student life, tending 
toward a speedy recognition of manly re-
sponsibility, when they treat these young 
people and all their escapades as they da 
other elements of social life about them. 
The so-called news exaggerates out of all 
due proportions the games, the frolics, the 
eecentricites of a student body, and at the 
same time belittles the responsibility of in-
dividual men and women in the body. I f 
popular praise and blame were as carefully 
distributed among individual students as 
among citizens of any other class, the eclat 
of notoriety would soon lose its demoraliz-
ing force. The news would go, where it 
belongs, into the personal column. , 

With the best possible effort of all con-
cerned, students will still suffer, as other 
people do, from the temptation of crowds. 
The spirit of a mob is something not yet 
analyzed into the individual elements of 

(Continued to pag<>3.) 




