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“THE FARMER IS

OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM, AND
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SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.”

1896.

WHOLE NO. 498.

Securing Legislation.

BY HON. AARON JONES, MASTER

STATE GRANGE.

INDIANA

Epitor GranGe Visrtor: Your favor
requesting my views on “How to secure
legislation that will be just and equitable
totheagricultural interests of the country,”’
at hand. In reply would say, farmers
must take an active interest in the political
affairs of thecountry. They must beactive
influential factors in the party with which
they act in shaping its policy, in the work
of its central committees, in attending all
primaries, caucuses, etc., and take front
seat in all conventions, insist upon and
have a place on thecommittee to draft plat-
form and must insist on being fairly rep-

resented officially by men not only in sym

pathy with the agricultural interests, but | if ; ! r
i den of taxation, and secured it must be or

whose business interests are identifiod
with agriculture. And especially must
the farmer insist that due representation
be had in the legislative branch of the state
and nation, and when legislatures are or-
ganized, we must insist that the speaker
of the house and president of the senate
shall be men is full accord with the agri-
cultural interests, and see to it that our
best men are on the important committees.
Insist that the chairman of the committee
on agriculture shall be a farmer of broad
views, and that strong men are on the
committees of ways and means and ap
propriations. These committees should
be in close touch with the agrieultural, in-
dustrial, and business interests of the
country.

With a legislature thus organized, and a
fair representation in both legislative
branches of state and nation, the farmers
are in.position-te have respectiul attenticu
paid to our petitions and reguirements.
Our friends must be in position to vote on
measures, as members of the house and
senate. The time has come that all bran-
ches of business are organized to secure
favorable legislation, and unite and use ali
their intinence to defeat diseriminating leg-
islation against them.  Farmers, therefore,
to suceeed in any line of work, and legis-
lution is no exeeption, must use the ap-
proved methods that other classes have
found necessary 1o success.

Our country now demands statesmen,
not demagogies, men whose ohjeet is to
advance the interests of the people, and
not merely score party advantage. The
requircinents now demanded for ofticial
station qare f/""'/»\"/’/lz’/ CONIIEON SETHSe
business judgment 1o enable them to fore-
cast the effect of the passage of certain
laws on the industrial and business
ests of the country.

Farmers cannot secure what they want
and need by growling or complaining and
fault finding, nor by petition alone. Our
demands must always be just aud right

and fair to all, and enforced hy sccuring |

power by active, eflicient work, not by
forming new parties, but by compelling all
parties and all men to understand that they
do not own the farmer vote, and disabuse
their minds that all they have to do to se-
cure their votes, istoget the nomination by
fair or unfair means, and then by applying
the party whip drive the farmers to sup-
port the ticket. Farmersmust make party
managers understand that farmers, like all
other citizens, pay taxes and support the
government, and are entitled to protection
under just law, the same as all other classes.
And a party or an individual who ignores
the richts of agriculture cannot secure the
farmer’s vote to retain them or him in place
and power.

Farmers must inform themselves on all
questions that affect the country, and make
no demand for legislation that is not just
and rigcht. They should never ask for the
passage of any law that would grant to
them special privileges, and work unjustly
to any other class of American citizens,
neither should they permit any law to run
on unrepealed that gives to any other class
of citizens protection and benefits not
equally enjoyed by the farmer. Farmers
are entitled to a law that will protect them
from the ruinous competition of those en-
gaged in the adulterationsof food products.
They are entitled to protection from the
thraldom of trusts and combinations of
capital to fix arbitrary prices on what far-
mers have to sell or buy. Let it be dis-

?!lllllltcl'lltill"_’ the food

! country.

[ of what: we already have,

and

inter- |

tinctly and universally understood that no
man can be re-elected to office if he has in

the past used his official power to protect |

those who are engaged in fraudulently
products of the
country; or in enlarging the power of

| trusts and combinations of capital to further
| oppress labor and the agricultural interests
' of the country.

The future points to low prices, less in-

| come from farms, less profits in business,
I therefore we have a right to demand and
| insist on an economical
| county, state and national governments to
i a readjustment of prices, commissions and

administration of

tixed charges, in conformity to the new
conditions, and the prices of the cost
of living and the leading staples of the
By economy in public expend-
itures we may secure a lowering of the bur-

the burden of high taxes (st a time of les-
sened income) will erush out the energies
of the people. Tax laws must be amended
50 as to make all forms of property bear a

| just share of the public burden.

In the past when great dangers beset our
country from enemies without, or foes
from within, the farmer could always be
relied upon to do his whole duty in pro-
tecting and defending the life, integrity
and credit of the nation, by his valor in
war, and by his labor, prudence and econ-
omy in peace. So, now, the farmer must
come to the front, and with his feet firmly
planted on the rock of justice to all, de-
mand and secure laws that will fall with

! equal justice on the tillers of the soil, the

laborer in the mine or factory, as well as

- the richest corporations of our country.

South Bend, [nd.
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Hold Fast What We Have.

BY HON. F. W. REDIERN.

In the effort tosecure further and needful
legislation next winter let us not lose sight
the Farmers’
Institute Law, the Tax Statistican Law.
the Pure Food Law- are all in a certain
sense on trial. Progressive farmers all
over the state are speaking in the highest
terms of the Institute law and the benefits
they are deriving therefrom.

The benefits which wo hope to receive
from the Tax Statistican law are, from the
nature of things, as yet only prospective.
But if this law receives the support of the
next legislature and the recommendation
of the statistician as borne out by facts and
figures which cannot be disputed are wisely
embodied into law, then the farmers of
Michigan will have reason to bless the
State Grange for its effort to lift an unjust
burden from their backs and to place their
husiness on an equality with other kinds:of
business as far as taxation is concerned.

The Puare Food Law has made designing
men give Michigan a wider berth and in-

i sured to its inhabitants value received for

money expended. It has not however ac-
complished all that it ought to do, or all
that it must be made to do. Its passage
was the most bitterly contested of any
measure before the legislature of 1895,
ven now threats are being made by in-
terested parties that the law must be re-
pealed next winter. Patrons, youall know
what repeal means. It means opening the
flood gates and tearing down the barriers
which now hold in check unscrupulous
greed and conscienceless opportunity for
fraud. It must not be allowed. Instead
of repeal let it be strengthened. Give the
commissioner power to enter all kinds of
vehicles used in transportation, and seize
(under proper safeguards) goods or other
commodities not manufactured according
to law. Compel manufacturers of oleo-
margarine, butterine or any other product
made or colored so as to imitate butter

either color their product some other color

than butter or not color it at all.
And above all don’t forget that now is

-the time to enact pledges from all nominees

for legislative honors, and opportunities to
look well after the protection and strength-
ening of these three laws. Let us be sure

and hold fast what we have.
Maple Rapids.

In writing advertisers, please mention

the VisiToRr. :

s Sre the prospect for us is brighter,

State House ot Correction and Branch

Prison, at Marquette.
BY J. R. VAN. EVERA, WARDEN.

Epitor Grance Visitor: - Replying to

| your request of August 21st, I hand you

herewith as requested a statement of ¢ur
rent expense receipt and disbursements for
the year ended June 30, 1896; also show

ing the movement of population during |

that year, and a table showing the receipts
from the state treasury for each year from
1890 to 1896 inclusive; the average daily
enroliment, average daily per capita from
state treasurer, average yearly per capita
from state treasurer, total number of days
imprisonment, daily per capita cost for
food, daily per capita cost for ciothing,
daily per capita cost for officers’ salaries,
total net actual cost and consumption, and
actual net per capita cost.

You will notice from this latter table
that the cost per capita has been steadily
reduced (the drafts upon the state treasur-
er have likewise heen steadily reduced),
while the average daily enrollment of pop-
ulation has steadily increased. You will
also notice that the lowest point reached
in our drafts upon the treasurer was in
1895; that for the year 1896 an increase ap-
pears in this item. That is accounted for,
first, by the increase in population, and
second, by the decrease in the carnings of
convicts during the past year. This de-
crease in earnings is due to the ceneral
conditions now existing in the business
world. When manufacturers outside of
prisons find it difficult to float, it is hardly
to be expected that we in the prison should
continue to boom. Iowever, on this
We
hiwe a contract signed at this time which
will give employment to all our idle men.
It is qaite likely that operation under this
contract will be deferred until after the
election of this year, when there is every
prospect that it will go forward. With
that contract in force the writer believes
this institution, when filled to its normal
capucity, viz, 312, will be very nearly, if
not quite, upon a self sustaining basis.

It is indeed a gratification to us that you
are disposed to make inqguiries regarding
our affairs hefore subjecting us to eriticism.
Unfortunately, this is not always done, and
the unjust and unfuir eriticism of public
executive officers is an evil which
very strongly upon the state.  H
competent investigation is usefu
and proper; we therefore hail with deli
your inguiry as to the affairs of this insti-
tution, and will use every effort to provide
you with all the information you may re-
quire. Should you desire anything fur-
ther than what we have enclosed, please
let us know.

If you will compare the cost of maintain

et
mest a
i 3
i

ing the penal institutions of Michigan with

the cost in other states, the writer thinks |

vou will discover little cause to complain.

Our biennial report is ready to submit,
and will doubtless be before the public by
the first of the year.

Abstract of receipts and dishursements |

at the StateHouse of Correction and branch

prison, Marquette, during the year ended |

June 30, 1866

Receipts. Disbursemaonts.

.. .. 831,600 0O

Current expenses,
Btato treasury.... S raraaees
Salaries and wagos. ... .. $14.8663 ¢
Roadtl s vl v .23 04 R.266 76
Clothing....... RIS A 166 67 2.360 37
Laundry exponses ............. 203
O R e 3,488 5
LU A R g R - 2.157 7¢
Medical supplies ... ........... 2589 99
Stationery. printing, ete. ... .. 505
Amusement and instruction. . 107
Household snpplies....... .... 535 1
Furniture and gedding . 190 6
Improvements and repairs 1.516 6¢
Tools and machinery....... ... 0
Farm, garden stock, grounds. . 2.641
Freight and transportation. .. . 116
Miscellaneous expenses 1.613 :
Industrial training............. 3.338 27 12 89

Total......c..... 83552 e

$39.231 07

Movement ot the population of the State
House of Correction and branch prison, U.
P., Marquette, for the year ended June 30,
1896:

Inmates Males.
Present at close of last year. 209
Since admitted, (new)........................ 60
Former inmates, once discharged (paroled)

SO TORIEEROE . oo e 1
Absentees or probationers returned. On trial 1
Escaped inmates returned.................. 3 3

Total number of inmates during the year 274
Discharged from the institution during year 53
Dismissed on trial 1
Paroled.. 2
Escaped

Totals.

By order of court......... . St e 1
Senteunce commuted.. S e : 1
Transferred to asylum. .. s § 3
Pardoned.. . 2

Present in the institution at end -.vk)l-xtr. 3 200 200

Total inmates during year (as above) 2:4 274

The number of days’ board furnished by
the institution was:
{ TO inmates .... 5
i 7o officers and employes
Total...
Average term of 60 comm

27,06
$.4645

$.0924
27

0.

"

3685.61 33
2.5071

$.1085

9~

£.0995
$22.834.69 §
7321 $.5222

$.

$1.1457

1

rtment books kept during
)

$1.430

1.5567

$

nd cousump'tu.,

coroliment.

parcap. from state treas.

daily
er cap, cost for food

age yearly por cap. from state troas,
|}

tal net acto

Total numbar of days imprisonment
Daily per cap. dpst for officers’ salaries.

Actual daily net per cap. cost.

Receipts from the state treasury.

Average
Daily
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A Good Snggcstmh.

Epitor or tHE Graxcr VisiTor:—I
- have been greatly interested in looking
i over the wide and comprehensive list of
| questions which you have editorially sug-
| gested shall be discussed in Grange meet-
ings. From my standpoint thercis one
important subject which has been entively
overfooked, one which I think has also
been gencrally disregarded in making up
the program of farmers’ institutes. | re-
fer to the general subject of sanitary
science and the many topies which havefor
their end the highly beneficent ohject of
preventing sickness and the saving of hu-
man life. Notice that it is not preventive
medicine which is suggested. That is the
provinee and work of the practicing phy-
sician and cannol be properly understood
. or practiced except by that eclass who are
| especially trained for that purpose. On
| the other hand, the principles and practice
of sanitary science are so simple that they
may be easily understood and put into
practice by the common people. Indeed
it the work is ever done, if the multitudes
who annually die and who ought not to
die, are to be saved from premature and
untimely death, the common people must
{ inform themselves so that they can intelli-
gently cooperate with sanitary authorities
in the work of saving life. It is no long-
er a matter of theory or conjecture but
rather a scientific fact, as thoroughly
demonstrated as any other act of science,
that many hundreds of lives may annually
be saved in our state by giving intelligent
attention to somewhat simple methods of
procedure. 1 do not care to take your
space at this time to explain these methods
hut I submit whether topics from sanitary
\ science would not be most appropriate for
discussion in your Grange meetings and
farmers’ institutes.
Yours very truly,
DEeros Farr.
Albion College, Sept. 14, 1896.

Have You Tried It.

Middlesex Co., Mass., June 27, ’96.
DEar Sir:  Enclosed please find order
for paint, with check for same. I used
your blue wagon paint a number of years
ago, which gave grand satisfaction.
Respectfully, H. L. Prigsr.
See adv. Ingersoll’s Liquid Rubber Paints.
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Field and Stock -

General Topic For September.

MARKETING.

QuEesTION 1. What changes, if any, are
needed in present methods of marketing
farm produce?

QUESTION 2. To what extent should
farmers place themselves in the hands of
middlemen?

SUGGESTIONS.

This topic for discussion may at first
thought seem commonplace and unworthy
of serious consideration, but a secondary
thought brings to mind the fact that every
dollar of revenue from the farm is derived
from the sale of some product of the farm,
which goes either directly or indirectly to
the consumer, and the farmer is more
deeply interested in what he sells than in

what he buys, hecause his ability to buy
depends entirely upon the profits of his
sales. In former years, when farm pro-

ducts  brought remunerative prices, the
farmer paid but little attention to the per
cent of protits between himself and the
consumer, but at the present time, when
the cost of production, in many Instances
exceeds the market value of the product,
there seems to he something wrone, and
the farmer wants to know what it 1s, and
where it exists. If he interviews the con.
sumer he will find that the price of the
article, in many cases, has more than
doubled since leaving his hands. [f the
eastern or western beef raiser ooes to New
York or Boston, he wili find tha
cuts of beef from the same steers
he sold for $3.85 per hundred, are

at twenty-five cents per pound and up-
wards. If the Vermoni dairyman goes to
any large market he will find that the same
butter which he sold for twelve or fifteen
cents per pound, costs the consumer from
twenty-tive to thirty cents per pound. As
a rule, what farmers sell must first o to
the wholesale house, from the wholesale
house to the jobber, from the jobber to the
retailer, and from the retailer to the con-
sumer, and the farmer at the present time
pays the shipper, the transportation com-
pany, the receiver, and so along down,
jJust as much for handling a given number
of bushels or pounds of his produce as he
didd when farg products brought him g
living price. The producer is made to
bear the entire shrinkage in price. In
discussing question one, market conditions
and methods of market business in all
parts of the country, should he investioat-
ed and thoroughly understood.
in other matters, tarmers trust too much
to other classes.  One of the most serious
mistakes which the farmers of this country
make, is their carelessness and apparent
indifference in regard to a clear and def-
inite knowledge of market conditions and
methods.  In this connection the prepara-
tion of produce for market, is a \ ery lm-
portant matter, and this applies to every
article and every animal that
the farm.

In discussing question two. the subject
of co-operation is incidentally brought for-
ward for consideration. It has been plain-
ly demonstrate that under proper man-
agement co-cperation in buyineg can be
made a success; and co-operation in man-
ufacturing on a large scale is soon to be
tried by the Patrons Co operative Manu-
facturing Association at Springtield, IlI.
While nearly every State Grange has some
plan of co-operation for the benefit of the
members in buying, but comparatively
little etfort has been directed to the no less
important matter of selline.  That there
must be agents or mid«llc&)eu between the
producer and consumer in handling farm
products, except ind local Way, no one
will deny, but there are serious objections
to placing the entire products of the farm
in the hands of the armies of middlemen
without restrictions, and with full power
to make prices what they please. Under
existing methods the producer has no voice
in fixing the price of what he has to sell.
Both questions under this topic should be
carefully studied and thoroughly discussed.
It is of the utmost importance that farmers
should become acquainted with each others
views upon these matters, and this callsfor
full reports of the discussions by the Lec-
turer.  “Let us reason together,” and
great good will result therefrom.— Alpha
Messer, in the National Grange Bulletin.,

)
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Milking Machine, or Lactator, in

Sweden.

By friendly permission of Dr. de Laval,
I had the pleasure of seeing this wonder-
ful apparatus in operation at his estate.
Lilla Ursvik, Spanga County, Sweden,
where experiments have been going on
since October last under the management
of Mr. Abr. Forssell.

It has been thoroughly tested and found
perfectly satisfactory to introduce to farm
owners. The milking itself, that is, the
evacuating of the udder—is effected by
mere mechanical workings of the teat, and
not, as lately’ appeared in the press, by

E——

combined squeezing and sucking. Arti-
ficial suction has proved to be rather im-
practical and injurious when rel)eate(l too
often, and this is the reason why such a
method has been omitted in constructing
the lactator.

The milking is done by two special “or-
gans,”’ or a pair of cylipdrical rubber rol-
lers, that catch the teat at the root, thus
shutting off the milk therein. The rollers
then move downward to the lower part of
the teat, from whence the milk issqueezed
out by two plates moving parallel with
ach other. The function of the rollers is
rendered possible by a hold above—the so-
called roof that is regularly moved against
the udder, whereby a slight thrust is given
to the udder, something like knocks that
the calf gives when sucking, which facili-
tates the descending of the milk in the
teats as well as the secretion of the milk in
the vesicles of the udder.

Every milking machine has four differ-
ent arms, one for each teat, which, al-
though with joint axle, work indepen-

- dently of each other and even alternate

in their movements. Their adaptation to
the udder is done instantly.  The arms
move very easilv on joint and spring ar-

rangements in  every direction without
loosing the necessary steadiness. The
pressure against the udder is effected

through the apparatus heing fastened on
a horizontal rod and so balanced that the
front part, which contains the driving me-
chanism and is considerably heavier,
presses the lighter back part against the
udder.  This pressure can be increased, if
necessary, by loading the front part still
more.

The axle that is common to the four

| arms acts on a very ingenious, but, at the

selling |

S A T AN

same time, very simple system of eccen-
tric pulleys and levers. The rotation of
the axle is effected through a cord that
is let over the heads of the cows, and ‘is
common to all the machines. Through a
simple coupling, this cord gives a speedy
rotation to a flexible axle through which
the rotation is communicated to the axle
of the four arms by means of a coupling,
which is done in an instant.

The plicing of the apparatus on the’

COW IS & very easy belt
that
cow with a single huckle. The apparatus
is first started and then put on the rod
and the ditferent arms are adjusted under
their respective teats, which the rollers
then immediately
begins.

The milk is conducted through funnel-
shaped so-called “‘teat protectors™ and
short rubber tubes to a small tin cup that
1s hanging in these tubes, from whence
through o vacuum
drawn up to tin a bucket that hangs above
the cow’s heads. From the moment the
milk leaves the teat protectors till it oets
into the tin bucket, it has not had any con-
nection with the outer air. Even if the
apparatus works awhile after the udder
gives no more miik, and consequently the
tin also becomes empty, no air enters on
account of the automatic arrangement.
and this has the result that the milk is as
free as possible from bacteria and keeps
longer.

performance. A

seize and the milking | { :
~ I7eonrse, more valuable to large dairy farms

arrangement it s |

been in use a certain length of time. It
is, however, a pleasure to be able to make

| a few statements in this respect that tend

|

| rather than a contrary effect, viz.,

«J
|

i
i

|

i
'
|
1

im-
advantageous
that it
seems to preserve the milking power, as is
shown in the case of two young cows of
mixed Shorthorn and Ayrshire breed,
bought from the same place, calved on
the same day in October last, about
equally developed, in the same good  con-
dition, and had always had the same food.

to show that the apparatus, in this
portant matter, has an

| The one has, since the middle of Decem-

ber last been milked by the lactator, the
other one by hand. While, in November
and December hoth gaye exactly the same

| quantity of milk per day, about 10 liters.

{

|

the one milked by hand began gradually
to dry up in January, so that the (quantity
now 1s down to 7.9 [iters. The other one,
however, that was milked by the lactator
during all this time stil] gives ahout the
same quantity, or 9.2 liters. In another
instance where the lactator was used all
the time, an old Dutch cow, that calved in
July last, right after the weaning gave 19
liters per day, increased to 23 liters very
soon, and now, after more than six months,
gives 15 liters per day.

Another objection to the use of the lac.
tator has been raised in the stuggestion
that the cows would not get fervent. This
has, however, during this time of experi-
ments proved to he absolutely false.

We shall now consider the cleaning of
the apparatus, which is always believed

to be o very complicated affair. Not a
single part of the machinery comes in

| contact with the milk: it is only the teat

carries the rod is strapped on the |

protectors, the rubber tubes, the tin cup,
and the bucket that need a thorough
cleaning after each time the machine has
been used. For the cleaning of the rub-
ber parts a very ingenious rinsing tub,
that belongs to every outfit, is used. In
this the cleaning is done easily and thor-
oughly with crystallized soda and water.
The daily cleanine of all other parts, con-
sists principally in dusting them off. On
our visit at Ursvik, we took special inter-
est in examining the six machines that
had been in use and we couid not detect a
single drop of milk on any part of the
machinery itself.

If question shouid be raised as to the
number of cows that would necessitate

' milking by the lactator, the reply is, two

By using the lactator, the great trouble !

to procure and control dairy maids is
avoided; besides, the milking is done in a
sufficiently cleanmanner to meet all hy-
genic demands.  The dairy products will,
of course, at the same time keep longer
and become more valuable.

Can the ordinary dairy people handle
the machine? is a question that is asked
before one has witnessed the ease with
which the machine is managed. It is the
intention of the company to send out ex-
perts (men or women) to every place
where these machines are installed, who
are to teach the dairy people and are to re-
main until they have oiven thorough in-
structions with regard to the working of
the apparatus.

Does the machine empty the udder per-
fectly? This seems to be one of the most
Important  qualifications  the machine
ought to have, and fortunately, this ques-
tion can be satisfactyrily  answered.
When this was tested and the apparatus
had ceased to give any more miik, hand
milking was tried, with the result that
there was no more milk left in the udder.
We convinced ourselves that such was
really the case.

Is the machine injurious to the udder ?
No. The cows seem, in fact, to enjoy be-
ing treated by the machine. Even cows
that never became accustomed to hand
milking and always showed impatience
during that performance seemed to be
much pleased with the working of the ap-
paratus. To find out whether the machine
would hurt the udder when left working
after the evacuation, the apparatus was
recently left working on a cow for an
hour and a half after the udder was emp-
tied. During all this time the cow showed
no impatience; neither did anything point
to an abnormal activity in the udder; no
blood was absorbed “nor had the teats
suffered any injury.

Does the apparatus reduce the milking
power? This question is a very difficult
one to answer before the machine has

persons can easily attend to ten machines
at the same time. Therefore, it is. of

than to smaller ones. It is, however. like-
ly to be profitable for smaller dairies also.
The apparatus works with a speed of about
ninety “‘squeezings™ a minute.

The machinery and the vacum pump
need no more power than can he obtained
from almost any source of power.  There
is, however, a special motor being con-
structed that will fill all requirements in
this respect.

Every doubt as to the feasibilityof con-
structing  a  practical milkine ~ machine
seems, from the thorough experiments
that have been made with the machine, to
have been overcome.— 7hos. . ()N, 78
('II//.\‘///,

Co-operation.
Report at National Grange, 1895,

Bro. Geo. B. Horton, Chairman of the
Committee on Co-operation, submitted the
following report, which was adopted:

In the general report of the Commitiee
on Co-operation, an effort was made to im-
press upon the minds of our people the
primary principles which, if adopted, will
lead up to practical co-operation and its
perpetuity. First, the necessity; second,
organization; third, education; fourth, ¢o-
operation, with fraternity first, last and
all the time. To organize we start with
the people in their own homes, and by
banding a few together in a country neigh-
horhood we have, comparatively speaking,
the little squad or company. These little
companies we call together by states and
we have the regiment. These regiments
united and we have the army strong and
irresistible, that is to o on and battle for
the farmer, giving him protection and as-
sistance in all his life’s work. It is plain
that without the little home company
there would be no regiment and no army.
The ranks of the neighborhood company
must be kept filled; the drill and equip-
ment complete or we loseall. The Subor-
dinate Grange is the table upon which we
place the food that is to nourish and give
strength. These viands should be pleas-
ant and attractive to the taste and the eye.
The Grange that studies carefully to bring
to itself the varieties that are most appre-
ciated and enjoyed by its members, will
attain the highest point of usefulness in
supporting the Order at larce. So much
of our usefulness depends upon our finan-
cial success that it now becomes the plain
duty of every Subordinate Grange to be
active in the work of supplying its mem-
bers with all the opportunities for secur-
ing the many articleg of use upon the farm
and in the home.

So many manufacturers and first dealers
are now willing to make terms for trade
direct, that your committee recommends

. the trade contract system now in suceess-
- ful operation in many of the states as the
most practical and efficient method. State
Granges should through a special detail of
the work to some one person who is hest
equipped through business training and
business methods, make and revise con
| tracts, and in the most effectual way keep
all their Subordinate Granges well | in-
formed of conditions and terms. Where
two or three states are well located for
commercial distribution, they can oain ad-
vantage by pooling on these contracts. All
contracts should be made on the basis of
small per cents on the ageregate trade
with each firm, and to bhe paid to the State
Girange at the end of each year. This to
compensate for the expense of keeping the

work well executed.

In this connection we desire to make 1t
plain that each Subordinate (rrance will he
benefitted by these contracts just in pro
portion to the husiness energy and deter
mination displayed by at least a portion of
its members in their execution.

The State Granoe points out the way,
provides the essential equipment, then it
1s left with the local Grange to utilize to
their advantace. This calls for push and
acquired tact.  The members must hecome
familiar with the details and terms of all
contracts, so that orders may be forward
ed promptly and properly. Business pa-
tience must also covern, for
difficulties and differences will
uncommon in business transactions, hat
the averaoe farmer is too much inclined to
think that all transactions through

Grrance contract ol
1

unforeseen

arise not

the

channel should he clear of
all chances for ¢ i?f(-l'rtlh'.u.; hence we Sy
use business paticnce

|

!

| > .

i' Your committee uroes Upoi

not already in the work to ivestioate the
| feasibility of establishino mutual fire in
surance companies within the Giranoce as
{ one of the most satisfactory lines of work
j in co-operation.

State ( IrANces should in

[ vestioate and explain the way. If special
legislative enactment is required, proceed
to get it.  We believe that in many  parts
of states where general farmers’ muinal

fire insurance compantes seem to have the

field, that by three or four counties

join
ing in the work, it could be made SUCCess.
ful and add strength to the Orler, F'rom
investication of methods empioyved  n

states where Grances have lished
th(‘.\(‘ ('Ulll]i.‘l“f'.}.\-. we deem 1 decide ol
the best interests of the Grange to contine
the management and members to members
of the Ovrder in }_Hllni standino. The mat

ter of exchanee of farm broduets between
different parts of the coun i
i“l})‘l!"“ll!t'f'. and will he con

arate report hasod

’i})'.}ﬁl 1°¢

1 e ] 4 . VI o < P
Mz berore your conmunittee.

The Committee 1 ('uw‘v‘.‘-',\'ﬁm made
the following separate report, which was

b adopted:
Resolved, That the National Grance
urges the attention of Subordin:te County
and State Granges to the importance of

relations

extended acquaintance and trade

with the different states and parts of the
iy bene-
may re

‘
,

|

|

| Resolved, That each of these div isions of
‘! the Order in the different parts of the
| country establish and employ such Ways
[ and means as their re spective  situations
i; will dictate, and as will
|
1
|
1

result in makinge

known their wants, be it to buv «

Lesolved, That for the pre
omend the use of Grange and farm Pt
pers, private correspondence and exchano-
es of lists of Grange oflicers with post of
fice and with
serve in
municating - the information and
the knowledoe
wants.

Lrsoived, That the Executive Commit-
tee of the National Graneo he, and is here-
by instructed to have the subject matter
under consideration during the coming
vear, and report at our next annual ses.
sion their investigation, with such recom-
mendations as they deem best.

SO

address at sueh
com-
guining
of prices, surpluses and

S (R
cued, in

states and loca S as may

Free Lands of the West.

Their Effect upon Early Social and Economie Condi-
tions.

But the fundamental fact in regard to
the West in early days was its relation to
land. Professor Boutmy has said of the
United States, ‘“Their one primary and
predominate object is to cultivate and set.-
tle these prairies, forests. and vast waste
lands.  The striking and peculiar charac-
teristic of American society is that it is
not so much a democracy as a huge com-
mercial company for the discovery, cultiva-
tion, and capitalization of its enormous ter-
ritory. The United States are primarily a
. commercial society, and only secondarily a
nation.” Of course, this involves a serious
misapprehension. By the very fact of the
task here set forth, far-reaching .ideals of
the state and of society have been evolved
in the West, accompanied by loyalty to the
nation representative of these 1deals. But
M. Boutmy’s description hits the substan-
tial fact, that the fundamental traits of the
man of the interior were due to the free
lands of the West. These turned his at-

(Continued. to\page 3.)
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Home, an ldeal Place.
Read by John Triplett at Antrim County Pomona

If it betrue that the

brought out in the schools, how much more
true it is that they should be brought out
in the home ? A child is under the influ-
ence of the mother the first seven years of
its life, and whatever the mother has writ-
ten upon the child's heart in these seven
years is stamped there for life, tint if
this be true of any home how much more
true is it of the farm home because of its
environments, for here the social interests
are wrapped up within the home more than
any place else.

One of the first of these influences that
should be brought to bear upon the child
is a learning how to obey, obedience in its
strictest sense, an entire bending of its will
to the will of another, an wunquestioning
yielding. Dr. Parkburet says, "A child
cannot be a jelly fish the first dozen years
of his life and a vertebrate afterwards.
The child will not become athing of beauty
unless herespires at home an atmosphere of
affection; but he will not become a thing of
moral strength unless he respires at home
an atmosphere of inflexible requirement,
and unless he comes as consciously into
contact with a will that is stronger than
his own. When aboy hears his father say.
'my son, do this,’ the impression made
upon him needs to be like that made upon
the old Hebrews by a 'Thus saith the
Lord," this father is the only almighty
practicality that the boy has during the
first years of his life. Obedience is worth
more than geography, and runs deeper and
reaches higher than arithmetic or the
classics. It is a thing the child will never
learn probably, unless he learns it at the
beginning of life." And it may be added
in the home.

While explicit obedience should be ex-
pected, vet the parents should not forget
that the child is much like themselves, sus-
cepti ble to censure and praise and frequent-
ly the strong points in a child's character
can be brought out or the weak points
strengthened by perfect trust. Prove to a
child that you trust him and you have won

faim.

Again obedience should be insisted upon
because of its future results. It seems to
us that the habit of disobedience can be
handed down from one generation to an-
other as well as alcoholism or the use of
narcotics. The person trained to prompt
obedience retains the habit throughout
life, it having become so thoroughly "fixed
upon the person that it seems to have be-
come a part of the atmoshere surrounding
him and hence will be drank in the very
air that the children breathe and therefore
become in turn one of the principal ele-
ments of their character.

As the fast flying years are stripping
the child of babyhood the duty is devolved
upon the parents to see that instilled in the
child's mind is a lasting love for parents
and home; for we have but laid the foun-
dations of manhood when this is impressed
upon the child's mind.

It is the parents' duty to see that the
child obeys, not simply because he thinks
he is obliged to, but because a love for
doing good has been instilled. If the par-
ents would have the children do right they
should l)e careful that the work they assign
is of a nature that will give the children
ideas of right and wrong.

If you wish to have moral and religious
men and women in the nation others of the
home influences should be morality and re-
ligion. However small our influences may
be we should ever bear in mind that each
one of us is bound to see that our homes
are continually growing better and Imp-
pier. Each one of us is bound to see that
the best results issue from our homes.
One of the most potent of the moral home
influences that we come in contact with is
love or charity.-'

These ideas should be so inculcated that
there will emanate from the home as from
a fountain head a reverence for the Creator
and Christianity. One of the best ways to
teach a child charity is to teach thougtless-
ness of self and thoughtfulness for others
and kindness to animals. Some one has
said, "If we see cruelty or wrong that we
have the, power to stop, and do nothing, we
make ourselves sharers in the guilt." Each
one of us should beaY in mind that out of
our homes may flow influences that will
stimulate the commonwealth and perhaps
the whole civilized world. History is full
of examples of this kind; and none more
so than our own.

There came a time in the history of our
nation when it was necessary to have a
strong man to lead her through a crisis,
and it was found in the person of a Lincoln
wfyse strength of character was no doubt
due to the influence brought to bear, upon
him by his stepmother. Mary Washing-
ton was one of the strongest women that
the century produced, and the character
of the son reared by her has been the guid-
ing star of the nation from its infancy.
Poor, but cultured, she cast the spell of
her influence over her son, training him to

influences which :
we wish to see in the nation are to be J
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such implicit obedience, such highness of
; thought and action, such strength of mo-
i tive, such lové of country, that when duty
| called he stopped not to question "how?"
jor "why?" but laid himself upon his coun-
try's altar, exerting such an influence over
the armies and the people that they were
led to victory, and all posterity was laid
under tribute to his home influences.
,  Art, literature, and music are as much
| indebted to home influences as history, but
why weary you with a recital when all you
j have to do is to turn the pages of biography
and find an example on every page?

| would not close this article without
mentioning one of the most potent influ-
ences operating to make the home an ideal
place—-the power of books. If we can
look into a person's library or on his table
and see what sort of books he reads or
what papers he takes, it is usually easy to
tell what sort of a man heis. It was Dr.
Vincent who said while speaking to a body
of students, "Make yourself master of the
styles of the masters of style.” And we
will add, "Make yourself master of the
thoughts of the leaders of thought." Now
this can only be done by the reading of the
leading periodicals and "good books. First
and foremost of all books is the reading of
the Bible; not only for the religious and
moral thoughts that will be gained, but no
book is so much quoted and contains purer
and stronger language than this old book.
It is well to begin early in life to accumu-
late a library. If we as parents are care-
ful to see that only the best stories are put
in the hands of the children there is but
little danger of their reading the degradino-
literature that our news-standsare crowded

with.

There's another influence which makes
or mars the ideal home; and that is the re-
sult of associates and associations. If the
child hears card-playing, dancing, evil
practices and profanity upheld in the home
he will acquire a knowledge for them. If
you put a bad apple with good ones, the
good ones will be destroyed by the impure
one; hence no matter how pure the life at
first, a constant association with the evil
will cause us first "to endure, then to em-
brace.” As one drop of ink will discolor
a large basin of pure water, so one evil
thought from an associate may blot and
discolor a whole life.

Let us not forget from these homes of
ours are coming the future citizens of
America; then let us at every opportunity
encourage a love of country and of the flag.
Not that kind of patriotism which shouts
itself hoarse on the Fourth of July and
other national holidays and then goes home
to forget all about it, but that love of
country which desires only the highest
good of all her citizens and advancement
of whatever is good and pure in the nation-
al life; such'a patriotism that the last drop
of blood would be shed in upholding the
cause of justice and liberty.

There is no place on earth where love
of country can be so well taught as in the
home, but unless the child has a love of
home- -home patriotism let us call it—nine
chances to ten he will not have a love of
country, and unless he has a love for home
and the country he will not make a good
citizen. One of our writers on patriotism
has well said, "If you would strengthen
our country you must elevate the love of
country in your own heart and thus be
able to uplift the cause of patriotism in the
hearts of your children and neighbors. Ele-
vate a love for the flag and the land.”

I V% you wish to keep the children in the
home,on the farm? Then see thatthe sur-
roundings of the home are such that they
can appreciate and enjoy them. Make the
home interests their interests, make the
honie much a part of themselves that
they feel they cannot be separated from it
| without detracting therefrom. Do this by
allowing them to share in all its tasks and
earnings. Do not give the boy an animal
for his very own and when the time comes
for disposing of it put the receipts into
[ your own with, "Well, what's yours is
nune and what's mine is my own." Hut
let him keep the profits, and teach them
how to use them. As a rule the farmers’
boys and girls are kept too close in the
home and come to acquire that familiarity
winch breeds contempt. They are too apt
to look upon farm life as all drudgery, all
darkness, because of the dun clouds of
dreary routine which seems to have no

silver shining.

Sometimes take a "day off" and with
the whole family and some pleasant associ-
ates spend the day at the lake or in having
a picnic. You will find it will not be time
lost for you will all return to your work
with a new zest. And besides you can
thus aid m selecting the associates of your
children and bring yourself into closer re-
lationships with those about you and aid
in spreading the influence surroundino-
your own home.

The farmer's children are not very often
sent to the city to become familiar with
the culture of the city. But how often do
we see the city boys and girls sent to the
country for recreation and to become
familiar with the influences surroundino-
the farm home. If we wish our young
men and women to stand on an equal foot-
ing with those whose advantages seem

greater, is it not necessary that the boys
and girls of the farm become familiar with
the strong life of the city, as it is for the
children of the town to become familiar
with nature as found in the country home?

Lvery woman has planted within her
breast, 1 care not whether she bPe of the
city or country, the love of brightness and
beauty. Then give to the daughter a part
of that sacred ground (usually known as

the front yard," and too frequently dedi-
cated to weeds and all sorts of rank o-rowth )
in which to grow flowers. Do not hesitate
to give her a little honest aid in preparing
the ground, then if the weeds seem to be
getting beyond her, again lend vour assist-
ance and when those flowers bloom o-ive
them as much praise as it seems their due
and so encourage her. Of course, it may
be that you can see more real beauty in a
hill of beans or potatoes, at first, but re-
member the child cannot, and its nature
needs to be expanded and aided in its
growth, so look well and ere long I am
sure your interest will increase and many
a precious thought be given you from those
flowers while you sit resting, aweary with
the toil of the day, and you will coine to
miss them like a human presence were

they removed.

Does it seem utterly impossible to you
to obtain the influences of which we have
spoken in your home, are our thoughts too
ideal'. Let us then remember,

"No endeavor is in vain.
Its reward is in the doing,
And ttie rapture of pursuing-
Is the prize the vanquished gain."

Our home influences do not stop here
we are not building for time, but for eter-
nity, the influences begun in our homo will
aid in making all homes and all life purer

and better.

Thoughts from an Invalid's Chair.

BY MRS. I.. A. H. CHII.DS.

Changes must come in this world of
change and decay. Some changes are
harder to bear than others, yet all "ills are
endured with more fortitude as we are led
to the source of our help. Who can tell
best of a shut-in's life? It must be one
» who has endured its privations. To have
days, weeks, months go by without much
enjoyment of passing events is a lonely-
condition, and not to know how to re-
cover from such a secluded life has a sad-
dening effect. A fully trusting heart is
necessary to sustain one on life's journey.

We live much by comparison, the past
with the present, and the different con-
ditions of life. We find that few pass their
life without difficulties and hard places
How to endure them is a study. Look for
the bright side, cling to friends, keep from
complaining and selfishness.

A good farm home is one of the enjoy-
able places to help brighten up the declin-
| know no place like it, quie-

ing years.

tilde or bustle as you may make it. Ve
tivity and life are all about you. The
cattle and flocks, the general delight and

stir of animate life, the walk or seat in the
grove, the birds of song to cheer, flowers
and fruits to satisfy, and a supply of all
the necessary good things, make a farm
home the best place in all the world for
either young or old, sick or well

WhlUaker.

[The above comes through the kindness
of Sister Emma Campbell, who asked Sis-
ter Chi lds to write from her affliction. ED. I

What has the Public a Right to Expect
from the School.

From till- Standpoint of the Ti-arher.

Read by Miss Emma Reynolds. ,t. Hosperia Grange a.d
loacliers Association.

In the three previous papers you have
heard what the home and the editor expects
from the school and also what moral influ-
ence is expected from the school. Now,
what does the teacher expect from the
school'. Has the teacher a right to expect
anything? It does not seem as if the
teacher had a right to expect anything,
judging from the appearance and condition
of some of the school houses in which some
of the teachers are obliged to spend a part
of their time.

| have in mind one district in which the
school house was located on the edge of a
marsh. The appearance from the outside
was anything- but inviting, but it was ten
fold better than that of the inside. The
plaster was off in places, the stove was
broken, and boards were placed in the
sashes where windows are commonly ex-
pected to be seen. There was not a globe,
map, picture, chart or even a bell.” But
under these same conditions as much is ex-
pected from the teacher as if he were
placed in a school room fully equipped
with all the appurtenances conducive to
good results.

The late law, however, helps the teacher,
in that it compels the board to get most of
the necessary articles.

Amid such surroundings as mentioned,
what is there to impel a teacher to higher
aspirations ? The connection between one's
surroundings and one's conduct is very in-
timate. The more attractive one's sur-
roundings the higher will bethe aspirations.

| do not mean to say that surrounding
always determine conduct or charc-
ter. For history is full of incidents where
people have achieved great tilings amid the
most discouraging surroundings, and also
where people have failed in the most favor-
able environments. But while people can
do a great deal when surrounded by seem-
ingly insurmountable difficulties, yet favor-
able external conditions tend to impel them
to loftier attainments.

All parents who have the good of their
children at heart recognize the fact that
their children are influenced to a great ex-
tent by the training of their teachers, but
few of them seem to attach very much im-
portance to attractive physical environ-
ments.

Therefore in order that the work that is
expected of the teacher be accomplished
the teacher has a right to expect congenial
surroundings and suitable apparatus "

The pupils, school-board and parents
should be co-workers with the teacher
W hat anyone needs, no matter what occu-
pation engaged in, is the confidence of his
employer. The same holds true with the
teacher, and the teacher is entitled to this
right, until the right is forfeited In or-
der that the pupils shall have confidence in
the teacher, it should be instilled in their
minds by their parents, that they have a
good teacher, fully deserving their confi-
dence and respect. Though what a com-
mon occurence it is for the parents, in the
presence of their children, to question the
wisdom of the teacher, and as a result” the
pupils enter school with little faith in the
teacher's ability to instruct, which feelino-
hinders them in their progress.

It should be assumed by all members of
the school-board, and by all parents that
the teacher is fully prepared to perform all
of his duties. If this stand is not taken
the teacher finds himself amid discouraoino-
surrounding and co-operation with" the
teacher is withheld when most needed

Most teachers find that in all districts
that there are some parents and occasion-
ally a nember of the school-board who
carry the idea that they have the right to
make rules for the government and in-
struction of the school, and when they find
that they have not the right, they try to
make trouble in one way or another.

Such a course is not very elevating to
the parties and works evil in the school
{school-boards and parents should stand by
the teacher, and do all that they can for
the benefit of the school. The teacher has
a right to expect it, but at the same time
should see to it that if he gets such co-op-
eration of pupils, parentsand school-board
he has as a result the basis of cheerful ac-
quiesence of the pupils to his wishes, in
other words, implicit obedience, which he
has a right to expect. Of course obedience
on the part of the pupils depends a oreat

deal on the teacher. An essential clement
of cheerful obedience to law is reverence
for its authority, and this necessarily

means a love or reverence for the author of
the law. Laws made by man, gain con-
trol of the will of the people, more easily
in the name of the King of kin<rs than by
the authority of the people; so a teacher
with divine love in the heart, can control
pupils, without the aid of external help
more easily than by force.

These are only a few of the rights which
a teacher has a right to expect of the
school, but it shows us that a teacher has
rights as well as duties and responsibilities.

Free Lands of the West.

tention to the great task of subduina- them
to the purposes of civilization, and "to the
task of advancing his economic and social
status in the new democracy which he was
helping to create. Art, literature, refine-
ment, scientific administration, all had to
give way to this Titanic labor. Energy in-
cessant activity became the lot of th?s new
American. Says a traveler of the time of
Andrew Jackson, "America is like a vast
workshop, over the door of which is printed
in blazing characters, 'No admittance here
except on business." The West of our
own day reminds Mr. Bryce "of the crowd
with Vathek found in tI” hall of Eblis
each darting hither and thither with swift
steps and unquiet mien, driven to and fro
by a fire in the heart. Time seems too short
for what they have to do, and the result al-
ways to come short of their desire."”

But free lands and the consciousness of
working out their social destiny did more
than turn the Westerner to material inter-
ests and devote him to a restless existence.
| hey promoted equality among the West-
ern settlers, and reacted as a check on the
aristocratic influences of the East. Where
everybody could have a farm, almost for
taking it, economic equality easily resulted
and this involved political equality. Not
without a struggle would the Western man
abandon this ideal, and it goes far to ex-
plain the unrest in the remote West to-day

SePtemhe>.
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