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S t a t e A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y . 

Its History and Work . 

HON. I . H . BUTTERFIELD , E X . SEC'Y OK 

THE SOCIETY. 

The Michigan State Agricultural Society 
was organised at Lansing, March 17,1849. 
The call for such organization was made as 
follows: "The undersigned, executive of-
ficers of the state and members of the sen-
ate and house of representatives, would re-
spectfully recommend that a meeting be 
held at the capitol, on Saturday evening 
next, for the purpose of taking measures 
to organize a State Agricultural Society." 
The call was signed by state officers and 
members of the legislature to the number 
of 63, Gov. Ransom heading the list. The 
State Agricultural Society is, in effect, the 
child of the state, Gov. Ransom being its 
first president. 

An act of incorporation was immediately 
passed, and also an act granting an annual 
appropriation of $400 to continue for five 
years. J . C. Holmes of Detroit was elect-
ed secretary, and John J . Adam of Lena-
wee county, treasurer, with an executive 
committee of ten members, and a president 
and a corresponding secretary from each 
county. The first fair was held at Detroit, 
September 25-27, 1849. §1,000 was ap-
propriated for premiums, of which £808.50 
was awarded and paid. The entries of live 
stock numbered 208 and of other articles 
426. In the premium lists, cattle were 
classified as Durham, Devon, native, 
working oxen and fat cattle. Horses were 
draft and all work. Sheep; long wool, 
middle wool, Merino and Saxon. Swine 
had but one class. Premiums were also 
offered for farm implements, butter and 
cheese, domestic manufactures, needle and 
fancy work, fruits and flowers, vegetables, 
flour and grain. A plowing match was 
also held and premiums were paid for the 
best plowing. It is also noted that a pre-
mium of §10 was awarded for the best essay 
on agricultural subjects. 

The gate receipts of this fair were 
§2499.10. The citizens of Detroit contrib-
uted §523 toward local expenses. Much 
interest was taken in this first exhibition by 
the farmers of the state, as well as by pub-
lic men and citizens of Detroit. 

The act of incorporation and the consti-
tution of the society made it the duty of the 
executive committee "annually to award 
premiums on such articles, productions 
and improvements as they may deem best 
calculated to promote the agricultural and 
household manufacturing interest of the 
state, having special reference to the most 
economical or profitable mode of competi-
tion in raising the crop or stock, or in the 
fabrication of the article offered." It also 
provided that before premiums were award-
ed, the person claiming the same should 
"deliver to the president of the society, in 
writing, a statement giving the costs and 
method of growing the crop, the character 
of the soil, including labor employed; also 
the kind and quality of food used in feed-
ing the animal, including the total expense 
in producing the crop or animal with a 
view of showing the exact resulting profit." 

The main idea of the work of the society 
at its organization seems to have been, to 
make it an aid to the farmer and producer, 
by introducing better and more economical 
methods in the growing of farm products, 
including stock, and it seems that during 
the early years of the society a great im-
pulse was given to the agricultural inter-
est, especially in the line of improved live 
stock. 

We find in the early reports of that so-
ciety that these statements of costs of pro-
duction were made by exhibitors and a 
large number of them are published in the 
second volume of the transactions, that for 
1850. Premiums were also awarded on 
farms, taking into consideration the 
arrangement of buildings, the quality of 
live stock, the condition of fences and 
crops, and general appearance of the farm. 
The great impetus given to live stock 
growing is shown by tne list of premiums 
for the fair of 1859, ten years after the or-
ganization of the society, in which we find 
- premiums offered for tne following breeds 
of cattle: Shorthorn, Devon, Hereford, 
Avrshire, cross-bred; for horses for all 
work, Black Hawk and Morgan, Thorough-

bred, Draft horses and trotting stock; for 
sheep, Spanish Merino, French Merino, 
Saxon, Silesian, Southdowns, Leicesters, 
and Cotswolds; for swine, Essex and Suf-
folk. The list of farm implements had 
also greatly increased in variety and qual-
ity, snowing that the growing and cultiva-
tion of crops could be much more cheaply 
done than ten years previously. 

During these years the state and county 
fairs furnished the one week of the year in 
which farmers gathered for instruction or 
recreation. On one day of the fair at a 
certain hour all work was suspended and 
the people gathered at a central point to 
listen to an address by some person of 
state or national reputation. Up to 1864 
the fairs, with one exception—that of 1850, 
were held at Detroit, Detroit being at that 
time the only city with sufficient popula-
tion and means to aid the state society in 
providing buildings and grounds for its 
annual exhibits. With the growth of in-
terior towns and the building of railroads 
there came demands from other sections of 
the state for the State Fair, and in 1864 it 
was held at Kalamazoo. From that time 
to 1889 it was moved from one town to 
another representing different sections of 
the state, with varying success as to finan-
cial receipts, but every year ottering a 
large and attractive exhibit of live stock, 
farm products and implements, domestic 
manufactures and fruit. The premium 
awards gradually increased until they 
reached upwards of §13,000 annually, di-
vided among forty different classes of live 
stock, not including poultry, as well as 
grains, vegetables, domestic manufactures, 
art, needle work and horticultural pro-
ducts. As showing the extent and variety 
of exhibits at later fairs, the number of 
entries in the several departments- at the 
fair of 1892 are given as follows: Live 
stock 2,184; grain and vegetables 286; dairy 
products 57; bees and honey 63; manufact-
ures 78; art 241; needlework331; children's 
work 74; horticultural products 444; mak-
ing a total of 3,774 entries for premiums, 
besides over 1,000 articles and implements 
on exhibition for which premiums wei'e 
not offered. 

The annual fairs of the society aided in 
the dissemination of agricultural know-
ledge and interest, not only by stimulating 
the production of the best articles and 
animals by the offering of premiums, but 
also in the opportunity it gave to the farm-
ers and their families to examine and com-
pare specimens of the different breeds of 
live stock, varieties of grain, vegetables 
and fruits, and particularly farm imple-
ments for various uses on the farm, thus 
encouraging the production of better crops, 
the growing of better stock and the use of 
better implements. 

The earlier fairs of the state and county 
societies also brought the farmers together 
in a social way, enabling them to meet 
people from the cities and from other sec-
tions of the state, doing, in a measure, the 
work that has since been delegated to farm-
ers'clubs, granges, farmers'institutes, and 
the like. 

The transactions of the State Agricul-
tural Society, published annually from 
1849 to 1859 inclusive, were the beginning 
of a system of annual reports of the agric-
ultural interests of the state and form a 
very complete history of agriculture in 
Michigan during those years. 

We find among the early members and 
officers of the state society not only the 
foremost farmers of the state, but also 
professional men who seemed as greatly in-
terested in the success of the society and 
the promotion of agricultural knowledge 
as any of the farmers. 

The managers of the society have 
through its whole history been chosen 
from the most active, progressive and 
patriotic farmers and business men of the 
state. These men have given of their time 
freely and without reward, other than the 
consciousness of being a large factor in im-
proving the farming and manufacturing 
interests of the state, and thus upbuilding 
the material, intellectual and moral wel-
fare of the commonwealth. 

The State Agricultural Society must al-
so be considered the founder and promoter 
of the Agricultural College. In January, 
1850, the executive committee presented a 
memorial to the legislature in which occurs 

the following: "Having established suc-
•eafully a State Agricultural Society with 
'•s annual fairs, it is hoped a great step 
las been accomplished towards perfecting 
Iter agricultural system. Still, all this 
itiust be looked upon only as a beginning 
Mad means for increasing the interest in and 
opening the way to the further improve-
ment of which the subject is susceptible, j 
Toe next most important step in this pro-
cess is a founding of a State Agricultural I 
College and model farm. That we may 
not be thought to be running too rashly 
inlo new measures, permit us to lay before | 
y#u our views of the character and relat-
ion of such an institution, its importance 
t&our state, and the means to sustain it." i 
Hien follow some most excellent reasons 
fctt the establishment of an agricultural | 
cqpBge and of the advantages which would j 
inpte to the farmers of the state by its es-
tablishment. There can be no doubt that 
thfc provision in the constitution of 1850 
wnieh provided for an agricultural college 
wgs due to the interest awakened by this 
m|niorial, and the solicitation of prominent 
mjpbers of the State Agricultural Society. 
Toe society did not stop with procuring 
this clause in the constitution, but followed 
la|er by soliciting appropriation by the 
legislature until they succeeded, in 1855, 
injjobtaining sufficient appropriation to 
begin work. And as showing the position 
ofi'the State Agricultural Society in the 
view of the legislature, it may bo mention-
ed.that the executive committee were di-
rected to select the site for the agricultural 
cofjege^ being limited in their choice only 
b#the number of acres to be purchased 
aiicf the distance from Lansing, tne capital 

state, We believe that this, action 
of the State Agricultural Society should be 
included in a resume of its work, as being 
one of the most important things that it 
has done for the state. 

Agricultural College. 

A S t a t e F a i r . 

Wha t Should I t Try to Accompl ish ? 

BY WM. BALL, PRESIDENT MICHIGAN STATE 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

A subject so important should receive 
more time and consideration than 1 can 
give to it. One of the objects to be ob-
tained by a state fair is the education dis-
seminated among its visitors as well as 
exhibitors, by bringing into competition 
the best products of the soil, the manufac-
tories of various kinds, the results of 
scientific investigations, the improvements 
in educational methods and in art. In or-
der to accomplish all this and make it self-
sustaining, is a question that is taxing the 
thought and ingenuity of many good men 
and women all over the country. No plan 
has yet been devised that will insure all de-
mands in all places and under all conditions. 
Everv man and woman is benefited by a 
careful comparison of the best productions 
of the soil, the choicest collection of vari-
ous breeds of stock, the exhibitions of the 
best products of the loom, the forge, or the 
painter's brush. This principle has for 
centuries been recognized and is being rec-
ognized in a greater degree as time moves 
along and brings so many new and wonder-
ful developments in art, manufactures, ed-
ucation, science, and agriculture. The 
Columbian exposition was ample proof of 
the good done by bringing into competi-
tion and display the best of all the pro-
ductions of the whole world, human beings 
included. 

In order that the people of a state may 
have an opportunity of examining the re-
sults of all the industries mentioned, the 
state fair is a necessity. Its management 
should tend to develop the resources of the 
whole state by offering premiums liberal 
enough to induce thpse engaged in the dif-
ferent industries to bring out the best re-
sults of their labor. It should be broad 
gauged, liberal, moral, recognizing the 
fact that to make it a paying as well as an 
excellent exhibition attractions aside from 
the exhibition of the state's industries of a 
proper nature must be added. There is a 
great diversity of interest among the 
American people, and it should be borne 
in mind that if a fair is to be perpetuated 
something must be on exhibition to satisfy 
the great variety of desires and expecta-

tions. How this can best be done and at 
the same time be free from censure is the 
conundrum of the hour. To recapitulate: 
A state fair should be an educator in the 
broadest sense of that term. It should be 
so managed as to make it a self sustaining 
institution. These two things being ac-
complished the destiny and object of a state 
fair is fulfilled by its yearly exhibitions. 

A word or two relative to the Michigan 
State Agricultural Society, its history and 
aims, may not be out of place. The so-
ciety is a creature of the state legislature 
of nearly fifty years ago. Its board of 
directors is elected by a vote of its mem-
bers, which includes all who have paid a 
yearly membership fee of one dollar. 
Half the directors are elected each year 
for a period of two years- The president, 
vice president, secretary, and treasurer 
are elected each year and hold office for 
one year. The secretary and treasurer 
each receive a consideration for their ser-
vices. All other officers receive their ac-
tual ex{)enses while employed in the 
services of the society but no pay for time 
spent. It has to rely upon gate receipts 
and booth rents for its support. Unlike 
most states it has no state aid. In these 
times of depression when all branches of 
industry are partially paralyzed it is par-
ticularly essential that a state fair should 
be held annually. Anything that will 
stimulate an interest in the work of the 
farmer, the mechanic, the manufacturer, 
or citizen should be encouraged. 

Hamburg. 

C o u n t y G r a n g e C o n v e n t i o n s . 

E D I T O R G R A N G E V IS ITOR : At the county 
convention for electing delegates to the 
State Grange, held in Oakland county, last 
October, there was some dissatisfaction ex-
pressed about the manner of holding such 
conventions. 

In our county, we have Subordinate 
Granges enough to entitle us to two dele-
gates to the State Grange, so that from 
thirty to forty people gather at the county 
seat to perform the duties imposed upon 
them, but without any previous knowledge 
of where the meeting is to be held. After 
some hunting about, the members become 
known to each other, and a hall or some 
other suitable place is secured for the meet-
ing. 

Where there happens to be a Grange 
located at the place where the convention 
is to be held, their hall is, of course avail-
able for the occasion; but in our case the 
Granges are all located outside. 

Then too, under the present system, no 
person is designated or authorized to call 
the convention to order, or make the nec-
essary provision for the occasion. 

In order to improve, if possible, on the 
present order of things, we arranged for a 
certain Patron, Bro. G. M. Trowbridge, 
of Pontiac Grange, to call this year's con-
vention to order and aid in its organization 
for the work to be done. Also we ap-
pointed a committee to secure a place for 
meeting and arrange a program of literary 
exercises for the entertainment of the del-
egates and other members who might be 
present. 

The delegates are to bring their baskets, 
if they choose, and have a picnic dinner. 
It requires considerable zeal in the cause 
to drive 20 miles or more as some of us 
have to, to do up a little business that is 
sometimes through in thirty minutes, with-
out having a chance to get acquainted with 
Patrons from other parts of the county. 

The opportunity tnis plan presents for 
extending acquaintanceship and exchang-
ing views, I feel to be a matter worthy the 
consideration of the Patrons of Michigan. 
It is also educational and progressive and 
I hope may be given a trial in other coun-
ties and a report made of its result in the 
VIS ITOR . Fraternally, J . G . N O B L E . 

Oxford. 

It seems to us that Bro. Noble's sugges-
tions relative to "County Grange Conven-
tions" are worthy of thought and imitation 
by every Grange county in the state. How 
many will inaugurate this progressive move 
this autumn ? 

In writing advertisers, please mention 
t h « V IS ITOR . 
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Small-Fruit Culture For Market. 

BY W I L L I A M A. TAYLOR, ASSISTANT POMOL-

OGIST, U . S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-

CULTURE . 

[Reprinted from the Yearbook of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture for 1&95.] 
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BLACKBERRY . 

The blackberry can be profitably grown 
on lighter and drier soils than the straw-
berry, but requires frequent rains during 
the summer to mature its fruit. It should 
be planted very early in spring or in fall 
in the lower latitudes, plants being com-
monly secured as suckers from newly es-
tablished fields, though plants grown from 
root cuttings are preferred by many grow-
ers. Where planted in hills for cultivat-
ing both ways, 6 by 0 feet (requiring 1,210 
plants per acre) to 8 by 8 feet (requiring 
680 plants per acre) is the proper distance, 
varying according to vigor and habit of 
variety. If in rows, they should be about 
7 feet apart, with plants 4 feet apart in the 
row, taking 1,556 plants per acre. Plants 
should I>e set 3 or 4 inches deep, with the 
tops cut back to 2 or 3 inches in length. 
Potatoes or other hoed crops may be grown 
between the blackberries tne first year if 
well fertilized when planted. Not more 
than four or five new canes should be per-
mitted to grow to first year, and after that 
only such as give evidence of being healthy 
and vigorous. Superfluous suckers should 
be treated as weeds. Most varieties yield 
better and larger fruit if the canes are 
pinched back at the height of 18 to 24 
inches in summer. The branches, should 
there be any, are cut back one-third or 
more in the spring. Old canes may be 
cut out at any time after fruit is picked. 
This is generally done in spring. Vari-
eties not subject to rust or other fun-
gous disease should be chosen. The 
following are chiefly grown for market: 
Early Harvest, Wilson, Snyder, Erie, 
Taylor, Ancient Briton. The first two va-
rieties named need winter protection wher-
ever the peach is subject to frequent injury 
by cold. With good treatment, a well-
established plantation may be expected to 
continue profitable for six or eignt years, 
though much depends upon the effect of 
severe winters. 

RASPBERRY . 

The three types of this fruit—red, black 
and purple—differ considerably in their 
requirements. 

The red raspberries proper, and of these 
the market grower need concern himself 
only with the varieties of our native species, 
succeed through a much wider range of 
soil and climate than the blackcaps. Both 
do best, however, on a well-drained but 
moist, rich clay loam. Both fail on thin, 
sandy or gravelly soils, unless highly fer-
tilized and irrigated during the fruiting 
season. 

The reds are commonly grown from 1-
year old-suckers, though sometimes from 
root cuttings, and are usually planted in 
rows 6 feet apart, with plants 4 feet apart 
in the row, taking 1,815 plants per acre-
As svith blackberries, superfluous suckers 
should be promptly removed with the hoe. 
With many varieties fully half of the suck-
ers that spring up should be thus destroyed 
each year. Planting is done in the same 
manner as with the blackberry, in either 
fall or spring. Plants may be moved short 
distances, as on the same farm, at any 
time during spring or early summer, pro-
vided damp cloudy weather is selected for 
the work. Pruning is commonly limited 
to heading back canes to the extent of one-
third of their growth, in spring before the 
leaves start. At the same time the old 
canes are removed, if this has not previous-
ly been done. The varieties most widely 
grown and successful are Hansell, Marl-
boro, Cuthbert, and Turner. 

The blackcaps are less popular than the 
reds for eating fresh, but are considerably 
grown for canning and in recent years for 
evaporating. They endure shipment well 
in the fresh state, and by evaporating may 
be grown with profit at a greater distance 
from transportation lines than other small 
fruits. 

Plants are obtained from rooted tips and 
should be set out the same as the reds, with 
rows running both ways. The canes should 
be pinched back on reaching the height of 
18 to 24 inches, and unless plants are de-
sired for new plantations or for sale the 
tips should not be allowed to root. Spring 
pruning should consist in the removal of 
old canes and the cutting back of branches 
to a length of 12 to 18 inches. 

The varieties most widely grown are 
Ohio, Gregg, Nemaha, and Doolittle. 

The purple class has never become very 
popular in market, and only one variety, 
Shaffer, is now extensively grown. The 
treatment required is similiar to that ad-
vised for the blacks, but owing to its larg-
er growth the Shaffer should not be planted 
closer than blackberries. 

Raspberries rarely yield more than three 
or four profitable crops from a single plant-
ing. 

CURRANT A N D GOOSEBERRY . 

These allied species require much the 
same soil and treatment. Both fail on dry 
or poor soils, and both thrive on moist 
clayey or sandy loams. They are essentially 
cool-climate plants and south of the Ohio 
and Potomac rivers do best if given partial 
shade. These may be planted in fall with 
impunity on any soil suited to their growth, 
and need no winter protection in most lat-
itudes. The site selected should be one 
where snow does not accumulate to a great 
depth, for this breaks down the branches 
during alternate thaws and freezes, doing 
much damage to the bushes. 

Plants 2 years old with good roots, 
grown from cuttings, should be chosen. 

Most of the tops should be cut away un-
less symmetrical, and in any case the 
leading branches should be headed 
back. They are essentially low headed 
trees, and should be treated as such. If 
planting be delayed until spring, it must 
be done very early, as these are among the 
first to start growth. Four by six feet, 
requiring 1,815 plants yer acre, is about 
the right distance apart. Cultivation must 
be shallow, as these are surface-rooting 
plants. On some soils they are frequently 
grown profitably by substituting a heavy 
mulch for cultivation. 

Pruning should be done in fall or very 
early spring, and should consist in the 
thinning out of weak and old branches, 
and the heading back of those making a 
vigorous growth. The markets are sel-
dom overstocked with these fruits, and 
though the maximum price per quart is 
often less than for other berries, they are 
likely to net the grower as much in the 
long run. The gooseberry, which is chief-
ly marketed in this country in the green 
state, is perhaps the small fruit best suited 
to planting for market by the general 
farmer, as it interferes less with ordinary 
farm operations than any other. The fruit 
is in marketable condition for a longer 
time, and can be picked with the minimum 
of outside labor. By protecting the hands 
and wrists with leather gloves the green 
berries may be stripped from the bushes 
into pails with little injury to either fruit 
or bush. The fruit is then quickly cleaned of 
leaves and rubbish by running through a 
common fanning mill, which completes its 
preparation for market. 

The varieties of currants commonly 
grown for market are: Red—Red Dutch, 
Cherry, Prince Albert, Victoria, Fay; 
white—White Grape, White Dutch; black 
—Black Naples. 

The gooseberries most widely grown are 
Houghton, Pale Red, and Downing, all M. 
American origin and parentage, though 
in some localities Industry, and English 
variety, little subject to mildew, is profit-
ably grown. 

Concluded. 

Sheep for Profit. 

I will say that in regard to the choice of 
breed, you should study your farm and 
your tests and capabilities. If you are go-
ing to put your lambs upon an early mar-
ket, say two to four months of age, I 
would say from my experience that you 
should get a moderately large sized breed 
that will develop their lambs rapidly and 
put them in marketable form at an early 
age. But if you do not want to get them 
to market till from ten to twelve months, 
you should choose a smaller breed that will 
better meet the requirements at that age. 
You understand that light weights are at a 
premium today, especially when accom-
panied by mutton of good quality. Then 
study yourself as to your likes and dislikes. 
If your personal preference is for the 
Southdown I am afraid you will not suc-
ceed best with the Shropshire or some 
other breed, If you like the Cotswold or 
the Lincoln best you will be likely to give 
them more care than any other breed, 
and honestly I think they need it. I live 
near the lake, and we have cold rains and 
storms of sleet in the fall and winter which 
are especially trying to sheep, and I have 
watched my long wools after such a storm, 
wet to the skin, and with their backbones 
bent in the form of a rainbow, and blow-
ing their noses the next morning, while 
my middle wools would shake off their tight 
fleeces and would come out without having 
to blow their noses. So that says to me 
that for my situation I had better take the 
sheep with the close coat. But I under-
stand you don't have those sleet storniis 
here. 

THE BEST PLAN F O R A START 

in sheep is to go out and buy the best com-
mon stock of ewes you can get. The 
American Merino makes a good foun-
dation stock. We have many flocks in 
Southern Wisconsin graded up from this 
foundation by the use of pure-bred rams 
till they are now fifteen-sixteenths, or high-
er, of pure blood. I am a breeder of pure-
breds myself, and I like, of course, to sell 
all the stock I can, but I cannot say con-
scientiously that you had better buy a 
flock of pure-breds to start with, even if 

?ou want to make so heavy an investment, 
hen grade up by the use of pure-bred 

sires, true to the type of the particular 
breed you select as an ideal. In the selec-

tion of the sire rests half the battle. There 
is nothing that will damage a grade flock 
like an inferior pure-bred sire, and there 
ire Eastern breeders who will sell you such ! 
sires, thinking that anything is good enough 
for Dakota. You know that a pure-bred 
sire will impress his characteristics a great 
deal more certainly than a grade, so if you 
take such a sire with defective form and 
weak constitution your flock will retrograde 
with wonderful rapidity, because of his | 
greater impressiveness,- Don't look for 
the largest ram, nor still for the smallest, | 
but one of medium size. I have been dis-
gusted time and time again when men of 

| fair intelligence would write to me for a 
I ram and would say, " I want a big one." 
Not a word about quality, only size. I 
could generally sell the larger sized ram a 
little cheaper, but I never wanted to see 
that fellow again, because 1 didn't dare 
ask him how his ram turned out. The 
professor has outlined pretty well the kind 
of ram you should choose. It is a common 
adage that the sire is half of the flock. 
This is true in regard to pure-breds, but I 
stand here to say that the sire used upon a 
common or grade flock is more than half 
the flock. Heisagood two-thirds in many 
cases, so far as improvement is concerned. 

THE BEST TYPE FOR S IRE . 

I consider constitutional development 
the most important thing in choosing a 
ram. This is shown in his form; in good 
heart girth, giving plenty of play for his 
vital organs, and in the bright pink color 
of his skin. Still I have seen many a good 
ram whose skin showed a pale color through 
being tied up and fed on dry feed, so the 
color is not always a sure sign- Look for 
a bright, full, vigorous eye; for a strong 
muscular neck, gradually widening from 
the head back of the shoulders; for a mas-
culine head—not coarse—coarseness and 
masculinity must not be confounded—with 
a rather thick, strong nose, and wide be-
tween the eyes, showing a good deal of 
brain. And then he must show a bold, 
vigorous step, in action. I don't care if 
he is vigorous enough to drive you out of 
the yard, so long as he doesn't hit you. 
For mutton quality he should be wide over 
the shoulders and on the back, with well 
sprung rib, wide over the loin, and full in 
tne thighs. It is along the broad back and 
the full thighs that the high-priced cuts of 
mutton lie. I found this when I was dress-
ing sheep for the market, that the butchers 
would take the first pick of my load by 
turning them over on their backs and tak-
ing those carcasses which had the thickest 
back and widest loin. They wholesale on 
the Chicago market on the basis of eight 
to ten cents a pound for the leg, thigh, 
rump and back, while the lower lines—the 
flank, brisket and neck—go at from one to 
three cents. Farther east there is a still 
wider difference, the choice rounds running 
for from twelve to eighteen cents. You 
can plainly see that it makes a great dif-
ference in the sale of your load of laml>s 
in Chicago, Buffalo or New York whether 
the wealth of flesh lies along the wide back 
and full thighs or whether the larger per-
centage of it lies along the lower lines ot 
the body. 

In New York City last fall, at the Madi.-
son Square Garden Fat Stock Show, I saw 
an Ohio man sell a carload of fat wethers, 
one and two years old, at 8 cents per pound, 
live weight, averaging 250 pounds each. 
He sold his last year's rams at 84 cents, 
averaging 160 pounds, and bringing about 
$12 to $15 each. His wethers brought an 
average of $20 each. The butcher who 
bought them said, " I could not afford to 
pay this price because they are big, but 
because the great percentage of meat lies 
along the back, and in the thighs. They 
are well backed." 

W H E N TO SELL THE INCREASE. 

The surplus product of the flock should 
be sold in lamb form at about twelve 
months old. There are various reasons 
for this. You can make mutton cheaper 
on the young lamb than on the growing 
sheep. It has been proven by actual ex-
periment that the animal takes a certain 
amount of food as the food of support; 
that it takes nearly twice as much food to 
keep a 200 pound pig just alive as to sustain 
a 100 pound pig and keep him adding to his 
weight. So you might be making a profit 
on feeding the 100 pound pig while you 
would be throwing away all your feed on 
the larger one. This is something for the 
farmer to consider and count upon, whether 
he is living on the $2 land of tne West or 
the $100 land in the East. 

Another reason for feeding off lambs is 
that lamb mutton brings the highest price 
in the market. You make the flesh cheap-
er and you get more for it. Another rea-
son is that if we feed off our lambs much 
more mutton would be eaten. In the ho-
tels we call for lamb chops, and instead we 
get a cut that tastes as if it had been 
taken from the loin of some ten-year-old 
patriarch of the flock. Market your sur-
plus in lamb form and you • 'will help to 
vastly increase the consumption of mutton. 

One thing more; you must give them 
the feed. Your prairie grasses may be 
sufficient for a good portion of the year, 
but when winter comes and they are chang-

ing from green food to dry, they should 
have a little grain.—Geo. McKerrow~ 

Our Forest Resources. 
The Division of Forestry of the United 

States Department of Agriculture, has 
issued a pamphlet entitled, "Facts and 
Figures Regarding our Forest Resources, 
Briefly Slated," from which the following 
is excerpted: 

"The forest area of the United States 
(exclusive of Alaska), may be placed at 
somewhat less than 500,000,000 acres; of 
thi s seven-tenths are found on the Atlantic 
side of the continent, one-tenth on the Pa-
cific coast, another tenth on the Rocky 
Mountains, the balance being scattered 
over the interior of the western states. 

"Both the New England and Southern 
states have still 50 per cent, of their area 
more or less under forest cover, but in the 
fori ner the merchantable timber has been 
largely removed. 

"The prairie states, with an area in 
round numbers of 400,000 square miles, 
contain hardly 4 per cent, of forest growths, 
and the 1,330,000 square miles—more than 
one-third of the whole country—of arid or 
semi-arid character in the interior contain 
practically no forest growth, economically 
speaking. 

"A very rough and probably very lib-
eral estimate of the amount of timber stand-
ing in the various regions ready for the 
axe would give the following figures: 

Feet, B. M. 
Southern States 700,000,000,000 
Northern States 500,000,000,000 
Pacific Coast 1,000,000,000,000 
Rocky Mountains 100,000,000,000 

Total 2,300,000.000,000 

"The total annual cut, including all ma-
terial requiring bolt or log size, is estimat-
ed at 40,000,000,000 feet, B. M. 

" In this cut the various regions partici-
pate in the following proportions: 

Feet, B. M. 
New England and North At-

lantic States 6,000,000,000 
Central States 5,000,000,000 
Lake Region 13,000,000,000 
Southern States 10,000,000,000 
Pacific States. 4,000,000,000 
Miscellaneous 2,000,000,000 

"The consumption of fuel to the extent 
of probably 180,000,000 cords of fence 
material, etc., the waste in the woods and 
at the mills, and loss by fire, bring the 
total annual wood consumption of the 
United States easily to 25,000,000,000 cubic 
feet or 50 cubic feet per acre, a figure 
nearly corresponding to the yield per acre 
realized in the well-kept forests of Prussia, 
where reproduction is secured by skillful 
management. 

"The consumption increases from decade 
to decade in greater proportion than the 
population; and new industries, like the 
wood pulp industry, add constantly to the 
demand. 

"The value of forest products used in 
the census year 1890 was estimated to ex-
ceed $1,000,000,1)00. 

"The imports of wood and other forest 
materials amount to between twenty and 
thirty million dollars annually, about 25 
per cent, of which consists of material» 
which do not grow on this continent. The 
balance comes mainly from Canada. 

"The exports of forest products and 
partly manufactred wood materials varies 
between twenty-five and thirty million dol-
lars, with twelve to fifteen millions more 
of manufactures in which wood plays an 
important part. 

"According to census statistics of 1890, 
agriculture ranked first in capital, persons 
employed, and value of products,- the in-
dustries relying upon forest products stand 
easily second, exceeding in the value of 
products the mining industries by more 
that 50 per cent. The industries relying 
directly or indirectly on forest products 
employ readily more than one million 
workers (enumeration being imperfect), 
producing nearly two billion dollars of 
value. The manufactures relying on wood 
wholly, or in part, more than double the 
value of the lumber and wood used, giving 
employment to more than half a million 
men and about equaling the combined 
manufactures of all woolen, cotton, and 
leather goods, in persons employed, wages 
paid, and values produced. 

W h a t the Spider Told. 

" I was spinning a web in the rose vine,'" 
said the spider, "and the little girl was 
sewing patch-work on the doorstep. Her 
thread knotted and her needle broke, and 
her eyes were full of tears. 'I can't do it!' 
she cried. 'I can't! I can't!' 

"Then her mother came, and bade her 
look at me. Now every time I spun a nice, 
silky thread, and tried to fasten it from 
one branch to another, the wind blew and 
tore it away. 

"This happened many times, but at last 
I made one that did not break, and fas-
tened it close, and spun other threads to 
join it. Then the mother smiled. 

" 'What a patient spider!' she said. 
"The little girl smiled, too, and took up 

her work. And when the sun went down 
there was a beautiful web in the rose vine 
and a square of beautiful patch work on 
the step.—Babyland. 


