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THAN THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.”
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CHARLOTTE, MICHIEGAN, AUGUST 20, 1

WHOLE NO. 496.

Redfeirn Liquor Commission Bill.

The following letters are self-explana-
tory:

I take it for granted that in seeking |

“‘comments on the merits and weakness”
of the above mentioned bill you do so with
reference to its availibility as a means of
assisting in andermining the liquor traffic
and not as a means of fortifying it, for, no

doubt, an overwhelming majority of those |

who willingly discuss such measures at all,
while they differ as to the measures which
would prove most effectual at present, are
hoping in time for the utter extinction of
the evil.

Lack of space forbids extended dis-
cussion but it is of the first importance, if
one would have a just estimation of the

effect of the proposed law, to get aclean cut |

idea of the character and circumstances of
the scourge against which the law is leveled.

Iu the pr
of the race—a heritage with the strength

of growth. It is a parasite that fattens up-
on its host, and that has intertwined and
interlocked its roots with many of the
dearest habits and customs of the ereat
mass of the people.

So great is its voracity it swailows $1,-
000,000,000 annually in this country alone,
and it would be rank euphemism to aflirm
the obliteration of that enormous value to
be the greater part of the loss, and its
greed is characterized by shameless inso-
lence and a turbulent mtolerence of re-
straint.

Berng of such a character, it requires no
prophetie vision to see that the staying of
the plague must prove a ditlicult labor and
like the Lernman Hydra of Herculean
story, its many needs must be removed
one by one.

If further and stronger proof of this
were needed, it may be found in the faet
that on account of its hoarv and intimate
blending with the ways of the people, the
masses have become color-blind, if I may
use the figure, in their contemplating it,
and this is the saddest and most formidable
difficulty of all.

It is evident then that there are two
points against which appropriate efforts to
weaken and extirpate the monster may
profitably be directed, one the life and
limb and the other the darkness which be-
clouds the vision of its more or less fervent
worshipers.

It is now readily seen that the .latter
point is the only one upon which the pro-
posed law can have any direct effect. With
this clearly in view we can readily see the
merits and weaknesses of the bill.

Its main merit is the general one that it
seeks to gather in a pretty thorough man-
ner, facts that will shed light upon the
financial, social, moral and political effects
of the liquor husiness.

Another merit is that the bill is one that
would probably receive the approval of
the people if only the provisions which re-
late to its execution were of such a natore
as to show that thorough earnestness and
effective work must result from its adop-

tion, and herein I think are to be found its |

chief points of weakness.

It is somewhat astonishing to find that it
limits the publication of the biennial re-
ports of the commission to 4000 copies,

and that of the monthly bulletins to 1000 |

copies, for the enlichtenment of a state of
two and a half million people. when its
only purpose is enlightenment. It may be
said that the newspapers will publish them,
but 1 cannot see upon what grounds, or it
may he replied that the facts are sought
for the education of the lezislature, but the
legislators are already well enougn aware
of the facts for practical purposes, though
they will not act until the people are pre-
pared to push them on. Educate the peo-
ple.

Another point that seems to me to be a
weakness, is the failure to make proyision
for the payment of the commissioners for
their services. The laborer is worthy of
his hire, and, as a rule, effective service
cannot be oot without it.

In conclusion, I wish to call attention to
one other provision which may or may not
prove to be a weakness, and that is thatre-
lating to the method by which the com-
missioners are appointed. If the governor
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| take time to very briefly give you my
i opinion of the bill to create a state liquor
| commission, as published by you October

| cannot result harmtully.

sent case the evil is a heritage |
: ; A ; ] X i and results they are soon convinced of its
of many centuries of ever increasing vigor | good or evil, ifs advantaces or disadvan-
i tages, and this knowledge of the situation

- their privileges and commeasrrably aid

I of republicanism.
i our day become conscientiously enlighten-
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exercising the appointing power '

| friendly to the object of the measure it |

would be well, but if he were not the
whole thing would prebably be a farce.
However, it is a problem whether a better
way could be deviscd.
R. L. TayLor.
Lapecer.

FROM HON. J. T. CAMPBELL.

Complying at last with your request, L

3, 1895. My opinion may not be of val-
ue to you, but a discussion of the question

I will condense and say that investiga-
tion is always good. lgnorance is our
most severe task-master. When people
hecome enlightened upon any particular
question and look closely into its processes

leads and urges them to its better adjust-
ment and control.
Enlighten the people and you advance

their social interests.  Despotism is power-
ful only so far as its legions are ignorant
When the people of

werg |

ed upon the evils of human slavery that
slavery itself had to fall and lie prostrate |
with other barbarism.

So, I say, investigation with its discov-
eries consistently made publie is good, and
[ endorse the proposition of vour bill to
investigate.

Again, people are now, more than ever
before, turning their attention to the study
of sociology. They are, more than ever
hefore, believing that in such study and
its revelations lies the secret of the better-
ment of the race and the higher and more
peaceful enjoyment of all human blessings.
And authorities on sociology have reached

the conclusion, and are quite agreed, that
to practically and successfully reform our

social condition we must begin with the |

improvement of the lowest classes—the
lowest stratum of society, and that will
improve the strata above. *““A foul cellar
1s the pest of the parlor.”

Now, however far the liquor habit-with
its attendant evils may pervade our better
society, is it not true that the lower class-
es are more seriously bound by it and de-

spoiled by its destructive influences and
environments?  Permit me to answer, yes.

liquor power! Aeain I say, ves. .

The conclusion then is inevitable. An
honest and thorough investigation into the
liquor business and its results will turn the
light upon the evils of the traflic and dis-
close to the people its enormities and
where they existas it can be done in no
other way, thus putting them in the way
to most intelligently deal with the question
that confronts them, and equipping them
with the disposition and the tools to ren-
ovate the ‘*‘cellar” and thus purify the
“parlor’ of our social system. 3

You see, Mr. Editor, that I am in sym-
pathy with the purpose of your bill. As to
its specific provisions, 1 am not sure they
are all correct but cannot enter into a de-
tailed discussion of them. Let me
gest, however, these differences:

L. Give the governor authority to re-
move the secretary or any commissioner
upon suflicient cause shown.

2. Provide that neither the secretary or
any commissioner shall be directly or n-
directly interested in the manufacture or
sale of the liGuors named.

3. See that the salary of the secretary
cannot exceed $£1,500 per annum with not
to exceed %200 extrafor traveling expenses,
and let him do most of the traveling for
the commission.  Also require him to fur-
nish his own office, equipment, stationery,
etc. Michigan can furnish lots of oood
men for the place at those rates. ;

4. Limit the traveling expenses of each
commissioner to $100 per year.

5. Limit the annual appropriation to
$3,000. If, after the work has had two
years’ ftrial, it can be shown that these

sug-

amounts are inadequate and that a some-
i

what larger allowance would be a good in-
vestment, amendment to the law can be
made accordingly.

6. 1 believe some of the provisions of
Section 3 are impracticable but cannot
profitably discuss them on paper.

Speaking again of the bill in general, 1

| think such a commission would be good
i and cannot imagine one that would be so

weak as to hea complete failure. The
agitation of the questions it would have in
hand would necessarily result in a better
understanding of a great and important
issue.

Mason.

A Word from Bro. Messer.

EpiTor GRANGE VISITOR:—Some time
since you asked me to write a short article
for the VisiTor in regard to lecture work
in Subordinate Granges. While the Na-
tional Grange Quarterly Bulletin conveys
my thought on given topics to the lectures
of each state, an article for the VisiTor on
lecture work might seem superfluous, but
the remembrance of my pleasant visit to
Michigan Granges two years ago inclines
me to comply with your request, and in a
messure renew my acquaintance with the
members of the Order in your state.

At the outset, I wish to say that it gives
me much pleasure to note the activity and
interest manifested in Grange work in
some parts of the state. Twenty organ-
ized and reorganizc! Granges since De-
cember 1st, 1895, is a fine addition to the

| working force of the Grange in any state,

and it requires continued, persistent, well

| directed efforts to secure such cood results:

and I suspect that State Master Horton
and his trusty lieutenants have been, and
now are, busy in this work.

But after the Granges are organ-
ized or reorganized what then? A new
Grange is of no value to its members or
the commumty without a purpose, some
well devised plan of action with definite
objects in view. The plan of action and
the objects to be attained are doubtless
well explained by the deputy or organizer,
who, after completing his part of the work,
leaves the (Grange in the hands of the of-
ficers who are soon confronted with the
question, **¥What shall we do to keep up
the interest in the meetings, so as to secure

| sent to the State

a good attendance and make our Grange |

of real value to our members?” ‘‘Aye
there’s the rub,”” and many are the lectur-
ers who have rubbed their heads to know
what is best to do, and how to do it.

As education is the corner stone of the

i grand Grance cdifice, the lecturer by vir-
Is it not also true that such classes are |
terribly burdened and handicapped by the |

tue of his office becomes the schoolmaster
to direct the thought and aspirations of

' the membership along those lines of devel-

opment, mental growth and broadened
views, which are essential to the best and
highest tvpes of American citizenship.
Lecturers sometimes make mistakes by go-
ing to extremes in their work. One will
seem to think that best mental growth can
only be secured by the study and discus-
sion of abstruse questions and the weighty
current topics of the day.  Another will
go to the opposite extreme of frivolity,and
spend the time in amusements of various
kinds which can afford but little lasting
benetit. Each of these lecturers forget
that the mind like the body needs a well-
balanced ration to give it the greatest de-
gree of strength and activity, and hence it
is that when the lecturer furnishes only
solid food for the mind a portion of the
members, at least, become tired of what
they call dry, hard questions, and lose all
interest in the literary part of the meet-
ings: and the same is true when the time
is wholly given up to light, trashy matter
or fun.

The lecturer who succeeds best in the
work is the one- who presents a happy
combination of these two extremes, giving
food for thought and sufficient diversion
to the mind to relieve it of monotony
or dulness, thereby securing a heal‘hy ac-
tion, and the best possible results. Sys-
tem is as much needed in lecture work in
the Grange as in anything else; but each
lecturer must, in a measure, plan a por-
tion of his own work, because of the dif-
ferent conditions, taste and capacitiesof the
membership of different Granges, even in
the same state; but the general plan of
work should be the same everywhere.

The topies for discussion as given and
outlined n the Nut/onal Grange Quarterly
Bulletin should be by every
Grange, and an outline of the discussion
Lecturer. The supple-
mentary questions that are given are only
for helps for those who need them. Some
lecturers have abundant resources of their

discussed

{ own, and can easily prepare an interesting

program; but with many these resources
are limited, and hence the effort that is
made by the National Grange to render as-
sistance to such as need help, and thus
keep the work moving steadily forward in
every Grange in the land.
Yours Fraternally,
ArrHA MESSER.
Rochester, Vi.

The Township Unit Plan.

BY E. A. HOLDEN.

111

In my last letter I made a comparison of
the advantages offered by and the cost of
maintaining the public schiools of the three
northern tiers of counties of Indiana under
the township system with the three south-
ern tiers of counties of Michigan under the
district system. 1 had expected in this
letter to give a table comparing the schools
of the two states. Dut, insomuch as the re-
sults of this table would but be a repeti-
tion of the facts brought out by the table
in my last letter, 1 have concluded to
omit this table and present facts obtained
from the visitation of schools. I will say,
however, for the benefit of those who have
not read my other letters, that this table
shows that the township system in Indi-
ana reaches fewer pupils, secures less school
by over a month every year, and costs
much more than does the district system
in Michigan.

I did not, as one might suppose from the
extent of the statistics presented, spend all
or a major part of my time while in  Indi-
ana in compiling statistics. I spent tfully
half my time in visiting schools, school of-
ficers, and patrons of the schools in order
that 1 might understand fully the inner
workings of their system and the esprit de
corps of their teachers and patrons of the

! seiools.

Most of the schools visited are in the
northern portion of the state where the
conditions are as near like those of Mich-
iean as can be found. While I took some
pains to visit a few schools which had been
pointed out to me by officers as some of
the very best schools in the state, as a
rule I visited those schools most conven-
iently reached from where I happened to be.
I was after the facts concerning the con-

ditions of the average school and not what

micht be true of a few schools. 1 visited

{ about thirty schools, talked with the teach-
| ers, school officers, patrons and pupils. I

boarded around, as it were, and picked up

i all that I could and imparted as little as I
| could.

While in the school room I made

| a record of the same facts that a county

commissioner would in using a “*Record of
Visits” to record in. When out of the
school room I took notes in a little note-
book of conversations pertaining to the
schools.

I entered sehool rooms at all times of
the day with and without introduetion. I
had letters of introduction to teachers and
trustees from the Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction, and county superintendents.
My treatment by teachers, pupils, ofiicers,
and patrons was courteous and kind. The
people were as a rule open hearted and
frank, which contributed much to the
pleasure and success of my visiting tour.

For the benefit of some who may not be
familiar with the workings of the Indiana
system, it might be well for me to briefly
explain it. The state and county super-
vision is very similar to ours. T'he prin-

| cipal difference is that in place of having

| districts as in Michigan where the people

| get together once a year and determine the

amount of school to be maintained, the

| amount of building and repairing to be
| done, and fix the amount of tax to be

raised, they have no districts, but elect
one man every four yearsata township
election who is delegated all these powers.
When elected the trustee has almost ab-
solute power. He is judge, jury, and at-

Continued to page 4.




Scraps.

Head by M. F. Carleton at 8t. Clair Pomona GraDge, at
Buel Center, June 17,1806.

It has befen said that the secret of accu-
mulating a fortune is to spend nothing. |
take it that this means to, spend nothing
foolishly, that is for things that are of no
benefit. A fortune of itself, is no earthly
good to its possessor, only as he spends it
to benefit himself or others.

It has been said that time is money. If
that be true, then time spent foolishly is
money spent foolishly. We don't wish to
be understood by this, that one must al-
ways be at hard work earning money.
Time spent in healthful amusements is
often better spent than at hard labor. At
work, as well as at play, do not hurry,
don't worry and fret, if you are not al-
ways at the head or in the lead. Hurry,
worry and fret are not conducive to good
health and long life. When you have
business, attend to it with all your might
and mind, judiciously. Do not be distract-
ed from it, thinking that some other busi-
ness would be better, but hold fast to your
purpose and keep doing, though the job
may appear a hard one- The constant
dropping of water wears the hard rock.

Don't try to get rich in a hurry, by
gambling or speculating. Where one suc-
ceeds thousands fail. The safer way is by
steady perseverance, caring for little
things, 1ooking out for the pennies, leaving
the dollars to care for themselves, stopping
the little leaks, when first discovered, re-
membering that a stitch in time saves nine.

Think as well of yourself as you expect
or want others to think of you. Expect
nothing from others that you are not will-
ing to give others. If you find amusement
in the looks, dress, or actions of others,
you ought to find no fault, when others do
the same at your expense- Be more ready
to excuse the mistakes of others, than in
yourself. Be more ready to pity the con-
dition of others, than to ask it for your-
self. While finding fault with others, look
yourself over carefully, and see if you are
not equally as much at fault about other
matters, if not in regard to the particular
one you are grumbling about.

Be careful about the statements you
make regarding persons, matters, or
things. See that you make none but truth-
ful ones, whether they be about right or
wrong doings. Never insinuate, be always

frank, regarding your word above all
things of value to you.
Be careful about making promises.

Weigh well all answers to questions, wheth-
er in business or amusement, before saying
yes or no. Where one cannot answer
squarely with a clear conscience, silence is
much better. Above all, avoid society lies.
If you make a promise, keep it if within
your power. If you promise to meet one
for business or pleasure at a certain time,
be there at the time. Many a man. has ac-
quired wealth by scrupulously being up to
time.

When working for others, remfember
that the time for which you are engaged
is theirs, not yours. If you cannot recog-
nize this fact and give them your full ser-
vices for that time, you are not honest. Be
true totheir interests, so much so that they
will feel that you are necessary to them. A
certain amount of selfishness is commend-
able. A selfishness that incites one to do
his best to make a good character tor
being faithful and reliable at all times
and under all circumstances, is certainly
the right sort to possess.

Set your mark of excellence high, then
do all within your power, honorably, to
reach the point. In your strife for posi-
tion, wealth or power, have the same re-
gard for the rights of others that you wish
them to accord you. Remember that all
live, more or less, in glass houses, and all
have the same right to throw stones.

Be careful how you go in debt. A half
a loaf paid for is better than a whole loaf
owed for. The man who goes in debt is
more or less a slave to others. Interest
eats all the time, and one who borrows
adds that much to his burdens in the future
for a present, oftentimes imagined neces-
sity. Now when you think of going in
debt, just make up your mind you won't-

Don't cast aside old friends for new ones.
Appearances are often deceptive. The
loudest mouthed professions are generally
not to be depended upon. Deep streams
run quietly, while shallow ones are noisy.
Ask counsel of those you know, not of
strangers. Give your confidence to tried
friends, others may betray you. All is not
gold that glitte.rs, polished brass shines
fully as brightly as does the purest gold.
Don't judge people by their dress. A
ragged coat may cover a soul of sterling
worth. Do not go through life with your
eyes shut, or your ears stuffed. All of
your faculties were given you for use.
Make the best use of them possible. Let
not a day pass that you do not learn some-
thing. Do not work mechanically, but
thoughtfully. If you don't understand a
thing, don't be afraid to ask questions. It
is from inquiring minds that inventions
and improvements have emanated. Do not
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despise money, neither worship it. Love
it for the good you may accomplish with
it.

In argument, keep your temper. When
one gets angry his reasoning faculties are
lessened and judgment warped. Make use
of the advantages within your reach,instead
of fretting about those beyond your reach.
Make good use of the pennv you have, in-
stead of building air castles with the six
pence you hope to have.

We should never fret over circumstances
that happen as the world moves along, if
they do not please us. If at first they
seem hard for us to bear, they may, by
patience, tact and forbearance, often be
made of great benefit to us, and at times,
the most pleasurable events in our lives.

Don't envy others the blessings they
appear to enjoy, that you think you do not.
If you do, you will forget the health and
strength that you possess, the love of fath-
er, mother, brothers and sisters that you
enjoy, and find yourself wishing for the
things that you do not possess, thereby
laying the groundwork for a lifetime of
unhappiness.

Don't forget that the plainest of rooms,
if flooded with sunshine and warmth, pro-
vided with a plain easy chair, comfortable
lounge, and plenty of warm clothing for bed
will far surpass in actual comfort, an ele-
gant one, furnished with costly furniture,
and embellished with a lot of ornamental,
but useless bric-a-brac.

It has been said as one sows, so shall he
reap. It follows from this, if one does not
sow, he cannot reap, consequently, sowing
must precede harvesting, and the amount
sown, in a large measure, determines the
amount harvested. In other words, barren
plowed ground cannot be expected to
yield much of a harvest. Empty barns
and small stacks in the fall are generally a
sure sigo of unsown and uncultivated fields
in spring and summer.

It is sheer folly to look for a successful
farmer in one possessed of an overgrowth
of brawn and muscle if the head is empty
of brains. It is worse than folly for a
farmer to live by himself, never mingling
with his neighbors, never trying to learn
what is going on in the world, like the tur-
tle, concealing all his thoughts and aspira-
tions within a shell, no benefit to himself
or others.

It is better to learna trade, before work-
ing at it. This is true of farming. Get at
it with a will, learn, or at least try to, all
there is of it, give it your best time, best
thought, and best energy. Do nothing by
halves. Always keep this motto in mind,
that whatever is worth doing, ought to be
done well. Study for facts, whether de-
duced from your own experience, or from
what you observe in others. Do not take
a thing for granted because it is in the
papers. No class or community are more
imposed upon by papers than the farmers.
There are too many agricultural editors
who do all of their farming on paper, and
know nothing about it, in fact.

Study all the time. Waste not a mo-
ment, even one's time spent in recreation
can be made profitable. Study the nature
of the soil you are farming. Study the
climate you live in, and watch its effect up-
on your soil and crops. Study the vege-
table kingdom, so that you may know
what vegetables are the best adapted to
your farms, and how they are affected by
the climate. Study animal life, so that
you may know the best classes of horses,
cattle, sheep and hogs to raise on your
farms, remembering that animals are
affected more or less by soils and climates
as are vegetables. Study your own inter-
ests, when selecting men to do your busi-
ness; in town, county, state and the nation,
remembering that only those who have
shown a life long interest in your welfare,
can always be expected to legislatefor your
benefit, while legislating for others.

It is a good idea to do your own work,
be independent, paddle your own canoe,
ask no favors. Don't expect anyone to
help you with the interest that you help
yourself. Your progress may be slow, but
it is a step at a time, and each succeeding
one will be the longer and stronger for the
energy put forth and strength gained. It
is not the one that has started with a full
pocket that has come out the best in the
race of life.

Take Your Choice.

As compared with the nourishment they
give, fruits and nuts have the least propor-
tion of earthy salts. Animal flesh comes
next, then vegetables, and fourth in rank
we have cereals and pulses, which are
shown to have the largest amount of the
earthy matters. From the analysis we see
that fruits as distinct from vegetables have
the least amount of earth salts. Most of
them contain a large quantity of water,
but that water is of the purest kind—a dis-
tilled water of nature—and has in solution
vegetable albumen. We also notice that
they are to a great extent free from the
oxidized albumens—qlutinous and fibrinous
substances; and many of them contain
acids—citric, tartaric, malic, etc.—which
when taken into the system act directly
upon the blood by increasing its solubility,

I by thinning it; the process of circulation is

more easily carried on and the blood flows
more easily in the capillaries—which be-
come lessened in calibre as age advances—
that it would if of athicker nature. These
acids lower the temperature of the body
and thus prevent the wasting process of
oxidation, or combustion in the system.
Exhilarating and stimulating effects pro-
duced by tea, coffee, and chocolate are
caused by theine in tea, caffeine in coffee,
and bromine in cocoa or chocolate—the
latter containing a smaller percentage of
the stimulant than the others. All have a
similar alkaloid base. Milk has become
extremely popular with all classes of phy-
sicians of late years. Formerly a fever
patient was forbidden to take milk. In
modern practice milk is about the only
food allowed. An exclusive diet of milk
is found very efficacious in diabetes. At
the German spas, Carlsbad, Wiesbaden,
etc., a very little bread is allowed and the
diet mostly made up of inilk, eggs, grapes,
and lean beef. A non-starch diet is the
rule, bread, starchy vegetables, and cereals
being almost excluded. Rice is easily di-
gested and an excellent food, except that
it abounds in earth salts. Fruits are not
only digested in the first stomach, but
they have a large part of their nourishment
already in a condition to be absorbed and
assimilated as soon as eaten. The food
elements in bread and cereals have to un-
dergo a process of digestion in the stomach,
and then be passed on to the intestines for
a still farther chemical change before they
are of use to the human system. This is
the great advantage of a diet of lean meats
and fruits.—From, "How TO PROLONG
LIFE," by WILLIAM KINNEAR, in NORTH
AMERICAN REVIEW for  August.

Small-Fruit Culture For Market.

BY WILLIAM A. TAYLOR, ASSISTANT NOMOL-
OGIST, U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE.

[Reprinted from the Yearbook of the U. S. Department of
Agriculture for 1895.]

ILL
HARVESTING AND MARKETING.

Before the fruit begins to ripen, the size
and style of package to be used should be
decided on and a sufficient supply to mar-
ket at least half of the estimated crop
should be provided. The demands of dif-
ferent markets vary greatly, but in all
of them a neat, clean package will outsell
a poorly made or filthy one. The essen-
tials are (1) that the packages shall be of
the standard size in the markets to be sup-

«plied; (2) that they be as light as may lie
without sacrifice of sufficient stiffness and
strength to withstand any ordinary press-
ure; (3) that they be neat, clean, and at-
tractive in appearance. For the small
fruits, except the red raspberry, the quart
box or basket (packed in crated containing
16 to 64) is the supposed standard package
in most markets, though degenerate sizes
and forms of this cause a variation of 25
to 30 percent in its actual capacity. Red
raspberries are commonly marketed in
pint cups or boxes (packed in crates),
while currants are frequently sold in the
climax basket so largely used in shipping
grapes.

Where a home trade is supplied, the
same packages, if carefully handled, can
be used several times, but for shipment to
any considerable distance the "gift" pack-
age seems destined to soon supplant the
old "return™ crate.

With packages provided, the necessity
for some sort of packing house arises.
This should be near the berries, and should
be large enough to comfortably accommo-
date the packers and to shelter from sun
and rain such quantity of picked fruit as
is likely to accumulate at any one time.
A flat-roofed shed, open to the north and
boarded down from the top to near the
ground on the other three sides, answers a
very useful purpose. If alarge area is
planted, a more expensive building, with
storage room above for packages, may be
built with profit.

Enough hand carriers should be provid-
ed, so that each picker may deliver his
load, receive credit for it by means of
tickets or other simple method of keeping
account, and receive an empty carrier in
return without waiting for his own to be
emptied. Some distinguishing mark should
be placed upon each loaded carrier, how-
ever, in order that it may be traced to the
picker at any time previous to the packing
in the crate. This is easily done by assign-
ing to each picker a number and affixing to

each carrier as it comes*in an inexpensive
tag .marked with the picker's number.
Inexperienced pickers need instruction

when first placed at work, and watchful
supervision for a day or two. OIld hands
often have to unlearn careless or slovenly
habits acquired ftlsewhere, and in this re-
spect are less satisfactory than new help.
Neatness, thoroughness, and honesty must
be insisted on, and after a picker is' known
to be reliable on these points his services
are worth considerable more to the grower
than before. Pickers should be instructed
to assort fruit as they pick, or at least
should be prohibited from placing decayed,
unripe, or imperfect berries in the boxes
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with marketable fruit. All boxes should
be as full as they can be packed in the
crates without bruising the fruit, and the
berries in the top layers should lie placed
by hand, so as to present an attractive ap-
pearance. It goes without saying that the
fruit should be of uniform quality through-
out the package if the grower hopes to
build up a desirable reputation in his
market.

EVery package should be branded with
his name, and this should be a sufficient
guaratee of the uniformity of its contents.
Such a brand will often insure against loss
during gluts, and cause prompt sales at
advanced prices when the conditions af-
feeting demand and supply are normal.

STRAWBERRY.

The strawberry succeeds on a wide range
of soil, but does best on a moist, sandy
loam. It may lie planted at any time of
year if protected from sun and frost, but
is commercially planted in early spring or
in late summer. Only new plants, that is,
¢hose less than one year old, should be used,
and these should be from the first sets
rooted from runners. Distance between
plants varies, but rows 4 feet apart, with
a distance of 15 inches between the plants,
requiring 8,712 plants per acre, may be
taken as fair average. Blossom buds
should be removed from spring-set plants,
as fruiting lessens plant growth. Runners
should be allowed to root early in the sea-
son and until a row width of 15 to 18
inches is attained. Those formed later in
the season should be cut off or torn off with
cultivators. To avoid tearing up rooted
runners, always cultivate in the same direc-
tion; to prevent them from rooting, reverse
the operation. Judicious thinning out of
weak or crowded plants in the row is ad-
visable. Select tested varieties, and if any
are pistillate provide bisexual sorts bloom-
ing and ripening at the same time, and,
as nearly as may lie, such as produce fruit
similar in size, color, and appearance.
Plant in separate rows in the proportion
of one bisexual to three or four pistillate.
Mulching usually pays if clean straw, etc.,
can be had at a low price. Injury to blos-
soms by frost can be lessened by pulling
mulch up over them with light, broad”
hand rakes during the preceding day and
removing after the danger is past.

Cultivation should cease from blooming
time until fruit is harvested. For hoeing,
a thin tool with both narrow and wide
blades will be found advantageous.

The most difficult period in strawberry
cultivation is that which immediately fol-
lows fruiting-. Weeds and grass gain a
foothold during the fruiting period, and
the soil becomes hardened by the tread of
pickers. Some growers prefer to plant a
new field each year, in which case but a
single crop of fruit is taken off. the plants
being plowed under and followed by
turnips, buckwheat, or some other quick-
growing crop. Where land is high priced
and the season long enough to mature a
supplemental crop, this practice is to be
commended, but in most localities it is
found profitable to fruit strawberries at
least two years.

In such case it is advisable to mow, dry,
and burn the leaves and weeds as soon as
the fruit is harvested. Some elements of
fertility will be lost, but the destruction of
injurious insects and fungi will compensate
for this. If a durable mulch, like pine
needles, has been used, this should be raked
off and stacked for future use before the
mowing is done. Immediately after the
burning, two furrows should be thrown
together, midway between the rows, with
a light and sharp one-horse plow. Some-
times four furrows are needed to reduce
the width of the rows to 1 foot or less. This
leaves all portions of the rows readily ac-
cessible to the hoe, which should follow
the plow within a few days. The frequent
cultivation previously mentioned will in a
short time level the ridge and reduce the
space between the rows to a mellow con-
dition favorable to the rooting of runners.
Unless the soil is very rich and free from
weeds, it will seldom pay to retain a straw-
berry field longer than two fruiting seasons.

Varieties succeeding over a wide range
of soil and climate are: Bisexual—Michel,
Wilson, Sharpless, Gandy; pistillate—
Crescent, Wartield, Bubach, Haverland.

A Fellow's Mother.

"A fellow's mother," said Fred the wise.
With his rosy cheefes and his merry eyes,
"Knows what to do if a fellow gets”™ hurt
By a thump, or a bruise, or a fall in the dirt.

"A fellow's mother has bags and strings,
Rags and buttons, and lots of things;
No matter how busy she is, she’ll stop
To see how well you can spin your top.

"*She does not care—not much, | mean—

If a fellow's face is not always clean;

And if yonr trousers are torn at the knee.
She can put in a patch that you'd never see.

"A fellow's mother is never mad,

But only sorry, if you're bad;

And 1 tell you this, if you're only true,
She'll always forgive you, what'er you do.

"I'm sure of this," said Fred the wise,

With a manly look in his laughing eves,

“I'll mind"my mother, quick, every day;

A fellow's a baby that don't obey."
—Selected.



