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“THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.”

¥VoiL. XXI. NO. 12

CHARLOTTE,

MICHIGAN,

JUNE 18, 1896.

WHOLE NO. 492.

The Liquor Commission.

Some Opinions By Prominent Citizens of Michigan.

PRES. JAS. B. ANGELL.

In reply to your request, I will say that
I have read the Redfern bill which you
have sent me.

The purpose of the bill is excellent. The
facts, showing the use of malt and spiritu-
ous liquors, and the effects of that use, it
is very desirable to procure.

1 should think the life of the commission
might be three years rather than six.
Some of the specifications of information
to be sought might perhaps be criticized,
on the ground that tEey are vague, or that
they are too inquisitorial, or that they are
impracticable.
not lie against the general purport of the
bill.

The great difficulty will be to secure un-
biased and competent men to serve on the
commission without compensation, men in
whose investigations the public will have
confidence.

Ann Arbor.

JUDGE C. B. GRANT.

I am in favor of any reasonable means
to gather facts in regard to intemperance
in order to place them bhefore the people
for their en}ightenmcnt. I am not entire-
ly clear, however, as to the wisdom of the
state undertaking the expense of a bureau
for that purpose. If the present law were
enforced as it ought to be, and as it can
be, many of the evils of which we now
cof@plain would be avoided. What we
need is not so much information of the

—~+evils of intemperance, for that we all know,

but more enforcement of law. If the good
people in every locality would organize for
this purpose, such enforcement could
speedily be accomplished. The evil will
not be remedied by laws unenforced, but
by laws enforced. If we cannot enforce
the present law -l see no reasonable pros-
pect of enforcing one more rigid.
Lansing.

ALBERT A. DODGE.

I have read with considerable interest
the article in the Visrror on the subject of
the State Liquor Commission and I wish
to endorse all that you have said. I am
not now prepared to say whether or not
the bill should be adopted in every
»articular as published: possibly it might
lmve been improved by a few slight amend-
ments, but in the main I wish to endorse
the whole idea and trust that you will suc-
ceed in working up sufficient feeling
throughout the state to secure the enact-
ment of the bill by our next legislature.

Grand Rapids.

MRS. AGNES L. D’ARCAMBAL.

The appointment of a state commission
to investigate the liquor traffic, its extent
and effects, other things being equal, would
no doubt be valuable in helping the pablic
who have not already done so, to realize
just where we stand as a state and as a na-
tion in regard to it.

Of the making of commissions and in-
vestigating committees on this subject
there is no end, but the great vested inter-
est in the liquor traflic has ever heen the
power that has kept both state and country
from acting on recommeudations and fully
realizing the statements of such, even if it
has not succeeded in hindering its investi-
gations and stultifying its work.

Sam Jones says, ‘“The man who sells lig-
uor is an infernal scoundrel, and the man
who drinks it is an infernal fool.” This
language may seem more than emphatic,
but thinking and unprejudiced people have
long ago recognized its truth. It is well
known to economists that, unlike that of a
legitimate article of commerce, the supply
of alcoholic drink creates the demand, and
not the demand the supply.

The key to the solution of the liquor
question seems to be the awakening of the
religious sense of the public, and especial-
ly that of the governing classes. To stig-
matize revenue made through its manufac-
ture and sale. To brand and ostracise
those who grow wealthy on the degrada-

.

But such an objection does |
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tion of the race. To place the reproach
not so much on the unfortunate victim of
environment and appetite as on those who
cater to the one and create the other.

| Above all, to realize the /nlerent evil of

the stuff, and that it is impossible to touch

| it actually or metaphorically withont de-
| filement.

If the work of a commission should so
investigate and hold up before the public
the liquor traffic in all its direct and indi-

| gal regulations as shall restrain and legis-

late them, rather than to attempt their

. prohibition, when the experience of the

world has proven that prohibition is im-
possible. Vice can be carried on in such
a secret manner that man cannot be pre-
vented from vice except by a physical re-

| straint of his person.

I do not see any cood to come from the

| passace of the Redfern bill, or the investi-

' gations which it proposes.

rect bearings and effects without fear or |

favor its iteration. of the matter asa sys-
tem of tacts near at home might help those
who desire the highest benefit of the state
to arouse individual action.

Detroit.

HON. WM. L. WEBBER.

I am, as you say, interested in every
practical temperance movement, and I re-
gret that so much zeal and strength should
be expended in such misdirected efforts to
promote the cause of temperance. Expe-
rience has demonstrated that every misdi-
rected effort to promote any good cause is
really an injury to the cause, and I think
Michigan, and humanity generally, have
suffered because there has been so little
knowledge and judgment exercised in
seeking to forward the temperance move-
ment. Every such movem~nt designed
for the benefit of humanity must first rest
upon the actual condition of humanity, and
what would be wise if some other condi-
tion existed may he unwise as conditions
now exist.

I have never been of opinion that the
prohibition movement in Michigan was
promotive of advance in temperance. This
movement contemplated the absolute ex-
tinction of alcohol, and the speakers and
writers have declared alcohol, in all its
forms, a curse. As a matter of fact, this
statement is not true. It is simply the
abuse of alcohol which is the curse; the
unnecessary use of alcohol which does the
mischief. But alcohol has always existed,
and I think it is safe to say it always will
exist. Again, the friends of prohibition
have urged that alcohol was a poison,
whereas the best scientific authorities hold
otherwise. You remember the investiga-
fion made by Governor Andrews of Mas-
sachusetts, and the published results. No
matter how good a cause may be, when
false premises are assumed the cause is in-
jured thereby. Let the friends of temper-
ance tell the truch, and say that the abuse
of alcohol is the canse of the trouble—say
that the weakness of humanity in not be-
ing good to itself is the cause of the trou-
ble.

You remember Dr. Reynolds, in the Red
Ribbon movement, took as his text every-
where, “Be Good to Yourself.” He wasa
true temperance apostle, and did much
good. Men are placed on earth with cer-
tain personal responsibilities; they are pos-
sessed of liberty of choice; their Maker
has not seen fit to deprive them of choos-
ing evil, if they prefer it; why should man
assume to be wiser than his Maker. and
take from man this choice? Rather let
men be instructed in the good, and yet be
permitted to choose the evil, unless they
have so far lost their reason that they
should be placed in asylunfs or under phys-
ical restraint. On this basis the cause of
temperance can be promoted and built up,
and on this basis alone can we hope for
any permanent good. The saloons, as
they are ordinarily conducted, are a oreat
evil in the community. They will exist
in some form, or in some manner, and in
some place.  Better, therefore, that they
should be regulated and restrained by
placing them under heavy penalties to
comply with the rules and regulations ot
the law, to have them as little mischievous
as possible, and lessen the number by the
severity of the rules and regulations.

Humanity requires instruction and cau-
tion as to intemperance in eating as well
as intemperance in drinking. An eminent
phvsician once said to me, ““T'wo men are
kilel by over-eating for every one killed
by over-drinking. ”’

I think experience has demonstrated
that those evils in society which have al-
ways existed, and which seem to exist in
consequence of the infirmity of humanity,
are best dealt with by society by such le-

1 We all know
now the evils of intemperance; we know

| that it is an evil of great magnitude, and to

| material.

know its precise extent, perhaps, is not
The value of investigations un-
der such a bill as this would depend large-
ly upon the wisdom and the sagacity of

| the men who should conduct them; and af-

ter the detailed information was procured
there would still exist difference of opin-
ion in the community as to the hest meth-
od to remedy these evils.

Every man who is intelligent enough to
be a member of the legislature should
know, without waiting for the report of a
commission, enough on those questions to
form his own conclusions without waiting
for further advice as to facts. Every man
has had the evils of intemperance bhefore
his eyes from his youth to the present
time; every man has heard the subjeet dis-
cussed and all sorts of opinions expressed
concerning the hest methods of eliminat-
ing these evils froni rociety, yet there are
§0 many opinions as to these methods still
existing as to demonstrate a want of uni-
formity in the premises which lead to these
conclusions. In my judgment the passage
of the Redfern Bill would call upon the
taxpayers for atleast $30,000, and I should
ot anticipate any useful results whatever

i <& om pperations under it.

Saginaw, E. S.

The Hessian Fly.

BY G. C. DAVIS, MICHIGAN

STATION.

EXPERIMENT

The Hessian fly is now in the *‘flax seed”
or pupa stage and is found near the base
of the plant, encased between the stem and
the leaf-sheath. Itiscalled **flax seed ”stage
because it resembles in appearance and
shape a flax seed. Occasionally & minute
mosquito-like fly is already making its ap-
pearance from the pupa stage, but the
greater share of the flies will not appear
for a month or more. Whether there
is a third, or summer, brood is unimport-
ant at this time, but suffice it to say, that
when early fall wheat appears, the females
begin laying their eges on the leaves, us-
ually along the midrib. The egg is about
one-sixteenth of an inch long and of a pale
red color. From the ege comes the white
magoot which works its way in toward the
stem and does the harm to the wheat by
bruising the stem and sucking the sap
from it. The second brood of flies appears
in early spring and the maggots from this
brood do the most harm of all as they
ause the wheat stem to crinkle and break
and the grain to shrink or remain unde-
veioped.

This, in brief, is the annual cycle through
which the Hessian fly passes. However,
it is not so often of the life history and
habits of the fly regarding which we are
questioned, for most of the farmers are
already acquainted with it in that respect
through reading and experience. The let-
ters which are now coming to us are look-
ing to the future and asking, in substance,
“What is the probability of a severe attack
on the next year’s wheat crop?” and ‘‘Is
there anything that we can do to prevent
or lessen the injury?” As these are vital
financial questions to the grain producing
farmer, even a few suggestions may aid.

“WHAT IS THE PROBABILITY OF A SEVERE
ATTACK ON THE WHEAT CROP NEXT
FALL?”’

This is about as difficult a question to
answer as the fore-casting of the weather,
as much depends upon this one influence.
Two years ago this summer indications of
the Hessian fly were about the same as last
summer, but last season’s wheat was not
injured to any extent in comparison with
the present crop. Whether it was the dry,
hot - summer of last year that held

the fly in check, or whether it was some

other influence or combination of influences
that made the difference, admits of much
conjecture and leaves room for more study,
observation, and factsthan we now possess.
We must say though that, as abundant as
the flies will soon be, there is a strong
probability that the attack on wheat this
fall will be a severe one. Parasites are not

' apt to be of any great aid hefore next

season, and climate influences so far this
season are very favorable for the fly.

‘IS THERE ANYTHING THAT WE CAN DO TO
PREVENT OR LESSEN THE INJURY /"

Occasionally the man who does all that
he can in the autumn to prevent an attack
of the fly, succeeds no better than his indif-
ferent neighbor, but generally he succeeds
in molifying if not entirely preventing an
attack on his crop.

Prof. Webster, the present entomologist
of the Ohio Experiment Station, has spent
much of his time for the past twelve years
in studying the fly and gathering data re-
garding it, and he gives us very good proof
that late fall sowing is an important item
in checking the fly. There is a time when
most of the brood of flies has deposited its
eggs and died. In the southern tier of
counties in this state the date of sowing
has been determined to be from the 12th
to the 15th of September. Aswe go north-
ward from this, the time of sowing becomes
earlier at the rate of a day for every 12
miles, or 5 days for every degree of lati-
tude. For the average autumn this date
will still give the wheat an opportun-
ity to make a good growth hefore winter
comes.

When wheat is sown late, particular
care should be used in thoroughly prepar
ing the ground and in using fertilizer
where necessary to give the wheat a vigor-
ous growth. Much depends upon the seed-
bed and strength of soil in aiding wheat to
withstand any insect attack.

ALL VARIETIES INJURED.

On the College farm, ten of the more
common varieties of wheat grown in the
state were examined and all found to be
badly injured by the fly: some perhaps a
little more than others, but the slight dif-
ference no doubt was due to other condi-
tions independent of variety.

A MAGGOT INSIDE THE STEM.

Several persons have reported finding a
little white maggot inside the wheat stem.
As the Hessian fly maggot does not work
inside the stem, a few of these farmers
have gone so far as to make the assertion
that it is not the Hessian fly, but another
that is doing harm this season. This is the
result of a closer examination of the wheat
than usual, for this maggot inside the stem
is found in varying numbers every season
and causes the upper portion of the wheat
stem to turn white before ripening time.
It is known as the wheat stem maggot, and
is rarely numerous enough to do much
damage.

Agricultural College.

From 1873 Until 18g6.

Huron Co..

Mr. O. W. Ingersoll,

DEAR Sik:  Your paint which we used

on our house in 1873 has proved very sat-

isfactory and, as we desire to repaint it

this spring, we write you for sample color
cards. Yours,

W. W. Magrrin.
See Adv. Ingersoll’s Liquid Rubber Paints.

0., March 30, 1596.

In writing to advertisers please mention
the VisrTor.

Catarrh Cannot Be Cured

with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as theyv can-
not reach the seat of the diseases Catarfth is a
bloed or constitutional disease, and in order to
cure it you must take internal remedies. Hall’s
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, and acts di-
rectly on the blood and mucuous surfaces.
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is nut a quack medicine.
It was perscribed by one of the best physicians
in this country for years, and is a regular per-
scription. It is composed d&f the best blood
purifiers acting directly on the mucuossurfaces.
The perfect combination of the two ingredients
is what produces such wonderful resultsin cur-
ing catarrh. Send for testamonials, free,
F.J.CHENEY & CO., Props., Toledo, Ohio.
Sold by druggists, price 75¢c.




Prune Growing in Oregon.

BY PROF. U. Pp. HEDRICK, PROFESSOR OF
HORTI(‘CI.TL’RR, OREGON AGRICUL-
TURAL COLLEGE.

But few eastern people comprehend the
magnitude of the prune industry on the
Pacific coast. Ten years ago nearly all
the prunes used in this country were im-
ported from southern Europe: but, begin-
ning about that time

| opened up in the shipping of

in California, the |

prune industry has grown to be one of the ; € L :
. toward increasing the efficency and econ-

most important interests on the coast.
The value of the crop is exceeded in Cali-
fornia only by that of the citrus and vinif-
erous fruits. In Washington, Idaho, and
Oregon prune interests have assumed
greater proportions than all other orchard
industries.

I think I am safe in saying that Oregon
is the favorite state of the prune and I am
sure that the prune is the favorite crop in

regon.  As such it has much in its favor:
the trees are sure to bear, there are no
climatic conditions to overcome, and there
Is a comparative immunity from insect and
fungus pests. The demand, too, is grow-
ing enormously for both the dried and
green product, thus promisine well for the
industry.

THE CLIMATE IMPORTANT.

The chief feature in Oregon prune grow-
ing is the climate. The tree is a compre-
hensive feeder and any good soil will pro-
duce prunes. But to” grow them at their
best the climate must be temperate in re-
gard to heat and moisture. A large and
even product of good flavor and color can
be produced even in Oregon only where
local climate conditions are good, this bhe-
ing largely the secret of profit and loss.
It is not necessary to irrigate in Oregon to
grow prunes nor is the fruit cracked by
the hot sun as it is in California. The
moisture conditions are such that the tree
makes one good, strong growth in the
spring and early summer, and this, fol-
lowed by an abundance of sunlight and an
equable summer heat,
wood, giving the former a beautiful color
and a delicious flavor.

There are now ahout 30,000 acres of
prunes grown in this state. The major
part of the industry is comprised in the
valleys of western “Oregon, though there
are many fine orchards along the Columhia
river in northern and eastern Oregon.
Lying between the Cascade and Coast
Range mountains in western Oregon there
are three great valleys, in order of size and
importance, the Willamette, Umpquah, and
Rogue; each drained by a river of the same
name. The soil for some miles adjacent to
these rivers in a black alluvial deposit very
deep and so rich that for years and years
without any manuring and with but little
cultivation it has averaged from 30 to 40
bushels of wheat per acre. It is upon this
black soil that most of the prunes are now
grown. — As you reach the foot-hills of the
mountains on either side of the rivers the
soil becomes red and is of basaltic origin.
It is quite like that of the fruit regions of
California and is very rich in the mineral
elements of the soil, potash especially.
Some of the very hest prune orchards are
on this soil and that it will some day pro-
duce large crops of prunes is certain, but
as yet it has not to any appreciable extent
been encroached upon.

VARIETIES.

There are two varieties of prunes popu-
larly grown in Oregon, the French or
Petite, and the Italian. The first named is
the Robe de Sergent plum in the East and
is the prune grown almost exclusively in
California. At present it is the universal
favorite in the commercial world. Un-
fortunately it does not do so well in the
northwest and is not so largely grown as
the Italian. The Italian is not quite so
popular in the market at the present time
as the Petite but when its good qualities
become known by a more general intro-
duction it may be expected to rank in the
markets with the French prune. The Ital-
ian prune can only be grown to perfection
in the northwest. In the east it is known
as the Fellenburg plum.

Briefly, the difference between the two
is: The Italian when dried is larger than
the Petite prune, is black or bluish black
in color and is more acid, having a most
agreeable sub-acid flavor. The Petite is
smaller but is heavier in proportion to size,
having more solids and sugars. It is of a
bright amber color when dried, making it
the more attractive looking of the two.
Its insipid taste, because of a lack of acid,
is 1ts chief defect, though this sweetness
recommends it to many.

METHODS AND PROFITS.

The prune trees are grown on peach
stocks generally, though myrobolan and
marianna plums are being used some and
will, I think, supersede the peach. The
cultivation given is that universally given
plums. The trees when full grown are
not so large as in Michigan but are much

ripens fruit and |

' omy of running an evaporator.,
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THE GRANGE VISITOR.

. it
more productive than there, and the frui
is of Igrger size and better quality. Last
season a new era for the prune industry

undried
prunes, many carloads having been sent
east from Oregon.

ing indeed for this branch of the industry.

The outlook is promis- ‘
| worth as much money as the 500,000,000

The great bugbear of the prune grower |

is to get his prunes evaporated. The
evaporators now in use are of all makes
and turn out all grades of prunes. A

the large drier used in evaporating apples.
As the industry grows steam will be in-
troduced in all the large plants and with
its advent much will be accomplished

Before

| can and do regulate their markets by the
| prune evaporator, in general, is quite like | :
| fortunately situated.

drying, the prunes are graded into *‘sizes™ |
- and dipped in strong boiling lye to crack

the tough skin and thus hasten the drying.

In California most prunes are dried by the |

sun.
A word in regard to profits may be said.

Last year the Oregon Experiment Station |

conducted a thorough survey of the fruit
Interests of western Oregon. The average
net profit per acre per vear for prunes as

summarized from the reports of the survey |

were one hundred four and one half dol.
lars for the 1894 crop. The extremes
given the survey workers were great yet
this can, I think, be recommended as ap-
proximately correct. From the same re-
port the average cost of bringing an
orchard in bearing was forty-one dollars
and eighty cents. A prune orchard bears
at four years old. The cost of prune land

in Oregon is from twenty to eighty dollars |

per acre.
Corvallis, Oregon.

Agriculture.
Report of Committee at State Grange.

Worthy Master, Sister and Brother Pu-
lrons:  We come before you with the full

realization that the most difficult thing for |

the average of human beings to see are
their own privileges and blessings, and

hope that the report that we are about to |

submit will not be full of ominous fore-
bodings, but will present all subjects in
their true light.

While we cannot with propriety return
thanks for bountiful crops and paying
prices for the past year, we are truly
gratetul that matters ‘are no worse than
they are.

Your committee, in presenting to you
their report, feel the responsibility and
the importance of the many questions that
present themselves to the agriculturists of
this State and Nation.
successfully pursning our calling requires
broad acres, so we feel that our report
should be correspondingly broad and lib-
eral, realizing that in the present day and
age of advancement, no business or occupa-
tion can stand wholly alone, that the pros-
perity of any one "branch, depends, in a
great measure, upon the prosperity of
other branches, for when consumers are
hampered by enforced idleness, or low’
wages, their purchases are limited cor-
respondingly; = therefore, legislation or
business complication that interferes with,
or cripples any useful industry legitimate-
ly pursued is detrimental to us.

OUR HOME MARKET.

Our home market is our best market;
that is articles of which wedo not produce
an export quantity, do not come in direct
competition with the products of cheap
land and labor in foreign countries, and we
do not have to accept their prices, less the
cost of transportation to their markets,

There has been a plan presented by one
David Lubin of California, and known as
the Lubin idea, which was discussed at
great length at the meeting of our last
National Grange, which provides for the
payment of a bounty by the government
upon agricultural exports, claiming that
agriculture under the present system of
protection does not receive henefits in pro-
portion to manufactures, and hoping hy
said bounty to relieve the depression in
agriculture.

It seems to your committee that to adopt
this plan, one fundamental principle is
overlooked, and that is, that the people
must support the government, and not the
government support the people. But as
extreme cases require extreme remedies,
and as agriculture, which has furnished the
bulk of our exports, and sixty per cent of
the internal commerce that foats on our
great lakes and rivers, besides contributing
by far the greater part of the freightage
for our 175,000 miles of railroads 1s lan-
guishing, any remedy that will relieve the
pressure on this industry should be resort-
ed to. Therefore while we cannot indorse
it, we will not condemn it.

EXPORTATION.

From the committee on agriculture at
the meeting in Worcester, we learn that
the United States produces annually,
on an average, 500,000,000 bushels of
wheat (this year’s crop is 60,000,000
bushels less), and that the average annual
export of wheat and flour is 140,000,000
bushels. By these figures you will see

As the basis fer |

that if we could lessen production, or in-
crease consumption a little more than one-

fourth our home Market Weuld &onsume |
the entire crop. This would cause an ad- |
vance 1n price, so that the 340,000,000

bushels annually consumed, would bhe

bushels now annually produced.
. Manufacturers and miners In certain
lines are so thoroughly organized that they

supply of their goods: but we are not so |

Vith an average corn crop of 1,800,000, -
000 bushels we annually export 75,000,000
bushels. :

Our average oat crop is
bushels all consumed at home,

Of potatoes we produce about 200,000, -
000 bushels and have to import from 10 to
20,000,000 bushels annually to supply our
own market.

France annually imports about 45,000,- |
000 bushels of wheat. Germany 40,000, -
000 bushels and the United Kingdom, the
largest importing country of food produets,
180,000,000 bushels. Russia is the largest
exporter of wheat, and annually sends out
160,000,000 bushels, European Russia has |
a poi)u]ation of 93,000,000 souls, four-fifths
of whom are peasants, who live on rye
bread and potatoes, and are nearly all en-
gaged in agriculture. The undeveloped |
territory of Russia, could in a short time |
be made to supply the world with bread. |
India annually exports 40,000,000 bushels ]

|
|
\

650,000,000

of wheat. She hasa population of 290,
000,000, three-fourths of which cannot read
or write, and live on rice and other cheap
food, and work for almost nothing. Ar-
gentine exports about 45,000,000 bushels.
She has over 400,00( 1,000 acres of rich lands
with but 10 to 12,000,000 acres now under
cultivation.

From these ficures you can readily see,
that so long as the export price of wheat
controls the markets, it cannot be other-
wise than low. As we produce 90 per
cent of the corn of the world, competition
in that line is not so great.

We believe it the duty of the govern-
ment to enact such laws as tend to rebuild
our languishing industries and as far as
possible maintain them, and at the same
time enhance the receipts of our National
treasury, so that we may diminish our
debt, rather than increase it.

TRANSPORTATION.

In the matter of transportation, we do
not feel that the government should own
and operate the modes of trans portation,
as the employment of capital in that direc.
tion is just as legitimate as its employment
in production. The mission of the govern-
ment is to govern the people and not to do |
the husiness of the country. The duty of
the law is to protect the weak against

' value, and in the township or city
- such property is located will be welcome.

the strong. The physically weak against
the physically strong. The financially
weak against the financially strong. There-
fore, as large amounts of capital are con-
centrated for accelerating transportation
and the capital invested in agricultural
pursuits is scattered, we feel justified in
demanding laws for our protection from
this source. In the pooling of the eight
American railroad trunk lines, and the one
Canadian trunk line, controlling the traffic
between New York and Chicago, the ar-
rangements are nearly completed, and the
agreement provides that every road in the
combine shall make and maintain the rates
prescribed by a board of managers repre-
senting all theroads. That this will virtually
destroy all competition in both freight and
passenger rates hetween these two great
centers of commerce, is a clear case where
the weak need protection against thestrong |
and should be stopped at once,
TRUSTS.

Any and every trust or combine, or any-
thing of that nature that tends to interfere
with the natural laws of supply and de-
mand, or the legitimate and natural com-
petition in business, is nothing more nor
less than oppression to the people and
should not be tolerated for a moment.
While we believe that supply and demand
are the great regulators of prices, when
not interfered with, we fail to see the force
of the argument of Secretary of Agricul-
ture Morton when he says that the limited
supply of unoccupied lands, with our con-
stantly increasing population will, within
a few years greatly enhance the value of
farms. In our opinion farming lands will
not materially advance in value, until the
prices of farm products advance, to an ex.
tent that money invested in land will pay
as good dividends as money invested in
other enterprises.

Ve give people who are engaged in all
kinds of necessary and usefu! business,
credit for being just as honest and loyal as
are we, and thereforeaccept their expressed
opinion as their honest conviction and de-
nounce all expressions, such as gold bugs,
silver kings, etc., that are intended to
carry with them disrespect. As sectional-
ism in this country is a thing of the past,
S0 we want to see the classes done away
with, and our laws framed for the good of
the masses, and not for special classes.

TAXATION. ’
In the matter of taxation, we hope that j
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the work of the tax statistican whose ap-
pointment is the fruit of our order, will

Wi WVIWTLe W1

- throw such light upon the subject, as to

cause the burdens to be borne more equit-
ably. Believing that the whole property
should pay its fair share of the taxes, any

| law that will help to place all property up-

cash
where

on the roll, and assess it at its true

There are now two exceptions to this. One
1s in the case of railroads. Every mile of

| railroad should be assessed where it is lo-

cated, and thereby help to pay our town
and county taxes. The other exce tion is
in the assessment of mortgages. We hold
that when the mortgage tax law was re-
pealed Michigan took a step backward.

. While the law no douht had some defects,
. the principle was right, for no man was

assessed for property he did not own, no

property was assessed twice, and all prop-

erty was assessed where it was located.
STATION BULLETINS.

For the bulletins issued by the agricul-

tural college, and the knowledge imparted

through and by their experiments, we
would return thanks, and believe that the
lack ot interest in said work, and the fail-
ure to profit thereby, causes more loss
among farmers than ‘does the support of
the school.  Would we not think it ridie-

| ulous for professional men to advocate the
' abolishment of their

respective branches
in the university because every student
who studied law or medicine did not prac-

| tice it, and is it not equally absurd for us

to be forever kicking because everyone
who attends agricultural college is not a
farmer? As regards the construction and
maintenance of highways, we believe that
the present law, which provides fora labor
assessment, and if that is not sufticient a
money tax to be added, to be preferable to
an absolute money tax, Under our present
law, if any county wishes to build pikes,
or other improved highways, to their cen-
ters of commerce, they can do so by secur-
Ing special legislation. :

There are certain natural laws, controll-
ing the business of the world, which we
sometimes overlook, and one of those laws
is, that great wealth is not speedily se-

cured  through agricultural pursuits.
Those who are ambitious to possess ex-
treme wealth must seek it elsewhere.

However, our products are the world’s
necessities, and it is just that we should
receive fair remuneration for our labor,
and our capital invested, and it is our duty
to work for that end.

Our business demands our earnest, per-
sonal attention, it cannot he successfully
conducted by proxy. The old rule, never
abrogated and never in any sense suspend-
ed, there is no excellence without great
labor, is closely personal in its application.
And to the farmer, this means as much as
to any other man, that it is his own hand
that must guide if he would make the most
of his opportunities.

Respectfully submitted,

R. A Woorsgy,

A. H. GLeTT,

M. L. EvExs,

Mgs. C. D. BEECHRR.
Mgs. Saran J. Snaw,

General Topic for June.
TRANSPORTATION.

Question 1. Should the Government
own and control the railroads in this
country?

Question 2. Has the work of the Inter-
State Commerce Commission been of suffi-
cient value to the people of this country to

| warrant the enactment of the law creating

the commission ?

SUGGESTIONS.

But few direct suggestions will be made
under this topic. What is given will be
largely in the line of statistical information
for a large class of the members of the
Order who may not have opportunities for
procuring the same. The Declaration of
Purposes says: “We are not enemies of
railroads, navigable or irrigating canals,
nor of any corporation that will advance
our individual interests, or of any laboring
classes.”” The discussion on the first ques-
tion should be in the spirit of the above
quotation. For argument study the re-
ports on Transportation in the Proceedings
of the National Grange for ten or fifteen
years. The proceedings of 1891 contain a
special argument in favor of Government
ownership. By act of Congress the Inter-
State Commerce Commission were directed
to investigate the subject of Government
ownership of railroads, and the Commis-
sion issued a special report in regard to
their investications in 1894. This report
gives a history of Government ownership
of railroads in foreign countries and the
conclusion reached is that Government

' ownership is not desirable in this country.

Both sides of the question should be care-
fully studied.

The following condensed statistics from
official sources will show the magnitude of

Continued to page 5.
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