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County Road L a w . 

BY J . J . WOODMAN. 

In 1S93 the legislature of Michigan en-
acted what is called the "County system 
for constructing and improving highways;" 
and it is quite important that farmers and 
tax payers generally understand its pro-
visions and the effect which its adoption 
by a county will have upon our present 
township and district system. The follow-
ing is the title of the act: 

' 'An Act to provide for a county and 
township system of roads, and to prescribe 
the powers and duties of the officers having 
the charge thereof." 

The following brief extracts from the 
law will be sufficient to indicate its aims 
and purposes: 

"The board of Supervisors of any county 
may, by a two-thirds vote of all the mem-
bers of said board elect, submit the ques-
tion of adopting the county road system 
to a vote of the electors of such county, in 
the manner prescribed by this act " 

Sec. 4. "If upon the canvass of the 
votes cast at such election it shall appear 
that a majority is in favor of the adoption 
thereof, then the county road system shall 
be considered as adopted in such county." 

Sec. 6. In any county where the county 
road system shall be adopted, a board of 
county road commissioners, not exceeding 
five in number, shall be elected by the peo-
ple of such county. The number shall be 
fixed by the board of Supervisors." 

Sec. 11. Said board of county road 
commissioners may lay out such new roads 
within the county as they may deem neces-
sary: Such roads shall not be less than 2 
rods wide. Said board may also change 
the1 width or the location or strengthen the 
line of any road over which they take ju-
risdiction. 

Sec. 18. Any road heretofore laid out 
or any part thereof shall become a county 
road if the board of county road commis-
sioners shall at any time so determine, and 
in passing through or on the line between 
townships and incorporated villages, any 
streets or parts of streets of such village 
may be adopted as a county road, with the 
consent of the proper authorities of such 
village or villages." 

Sec- 19. "Said board of county road 
commissioners shall have authority to 
grade, drain, construct, gravel or macadam-
ize any road under their control, or to 
place thereon any other form of improve-
ment, which,in their judgment,may be best, 
and may extend and enlarge such improve-
ments; they shall have authority to con-
struct bridges and culverts on the line of 
such road, and to repair and maintain the 
said roads, bridges and culverts'" 

Sec. 20. "On or before the first day of 
October of each year, said board of county 
road commissioners shall determine the 
amount of tax to be raised for such year in 
said county for the purposes aforesaid, and 
shall cause such determination to be en-
tered upon their record. Such tax shall 
not exceed two dollars on each one thous-
and dollars of the assessed valuation upon 
the assessment rolls of the county for the 
preceding year, nor shall it exceed one dol-
lar on eacn one thousand dollars of such val-
uation without authority therefor being 
first given by the board of supervisors of 
the county." 

Sec. 21. Said board of county road commis-
sioners shall have no power to contract in-
debtedness for any amount in excess of the 
moneys credited to such board and actual-
ly in the hands of the county treasurer: 
" Provided, That the board may incur lia-

bility upon contracts after a tax is voted, 
to an amount not exceeding one-half the 
said tax. 

Sec. 22. "Whenever the board of sup-
ervisors of the county shall, by a two-
thirds vote of all. the members elect, re-
solve to contract indebtedness or issue 
bonds to raise money for the contraction 
and maintenance of county roads, the 
question shall be submitted to a vote of the 
electors of the county at a general or special 
election to be called for that purpose." 

Sec. 23. All roads in townships except 
county roads shall be township roads, and 
all provisions of an act entitled, An act 
to revise and consolidate the laws relating 
to the establishment, opening, improve-
ment and maintenance of highways and 

pr* ate roads, and the building, repairing 
an> preservation of bridges within this 
sts e, approved June 8, 1881, and the acts 
an sndatory thereof and supplementary 
thi reto, and all other provisions of law re-
nting to highways, roads and bridges, and 

to!; the powers, duties, and liabilities of 
highway commissioners, overseers of high-
ways and township boards now in force, 
except as they are modified by the forego-
ing provisions of this act, are hereby con-
tinued in force in counties where the county 
road system shall be adopted; and except 
as so modified shall operate in the same 
manner as before the passage of this act." 

The foregoing will be sufficient to enable 
those who have not carefully examined the 
provisions of this most extraordinary law, 
to form correct conclusions of the interest 
and real object of the same. Its provisions 
may be briefly summarized as follows: 
Any county in the state in which a board 
of supervisors can be elected, two-thirds 
of which are favorable to taxing the whole 
county, "to build, gravel or macadamize;" 
(or place thereon ua?iy other form of im-
provement" which in the judgment of the 
commissioners may be best,) a certain 
highway or highways, or any portion of 
any highway or street of any village con-
necting with such highways, and keep the 
same in repair by a perpetual tax on all 
the taxable property of said county, can 
secure the submission to the electors as 
provided in section one of the act; and "if 
a majority of the electors"—not tax paying 
voters, but "electors," whether their names 
Jver appear on the assessment roll or not—t 
['shall vote in favor of adopting the counj 
ystern, it shall be adopted;" a q ^ o 
dopted, it becomes perpetual, for mere is 
to provision by which it can be repealed 

| r nullified, not even by a vote of the elec-
tors of the county; for when once put in 
operation, the work undertaken assumes 
the nature of the contract; and the courts 
hold contracts, not only sacred, but as near 
immortal as anything human can be. 

The same vote of electors that adopted 
the system can elect the commissioners to 
carry out the provisions of the act. It 
will be seen that in counties having a large 
city or village and local and private inter-
ests to serve with the aid of its non tax-
paying electors, it is not a difficult task to 
get the system fastened upon a county. I t 
will also be seen that the provision giving 
the commissioners power to improve streets 
in villages connecting with county roads, 
would enable a majority of the commis-
sions to even pawe said streets, if so dis-
posed, and bind the county to keep the 
same in repair for all time, although the 
village might eventually incorporate as a 
city and become populous and wealthy. 
This may seem chimerical, but it is certain-
ly a possibility, and in the affairs of men 
and operations of law, possibilities often 
become realities. While the law ostensibly 
limits the annual tax upon the county for 
county road work to "one dollar upon each 
one thousand dollars of the assessed valua-
tion of the county;" yet it is so qualified by 
other provisions that the tax and indebted-
ness incurred may be three times that 
amount. Again, the same vote of super-
visors and electors that adopted the sys-
tem, may bond the county for any amount 
that may be deemed necessary to serve the 
interests of those who inaugurated the 
scheme. 

To be concluded in another article. 
Paw Paw. 

r In one or two of above the records are 
not yet quite complete and possibly the 
date of organization as given may not be 
«correct. The Worthy Nat'l Sec. writes, 
ft'You Ohio folks can not tire me out in 
this work." We know that Bro. Trimble 
.is a tireless worker for the Grange, but we 
do enjoy receiving a card with the name 
¡and number of a new Grange, over his 
familiar initials. 

REORGANIZED. 

Olive Branch No. 116 
|Wyoming Val'y " 1069 
Wayne " 262 
Warpole " 125 
Lynn Valley " 581 
Florence " 843 
Friendship " 670 
Center " 1337 

Grange W o r k and Progress in Ohio. 

The 23d annual session of the Ohio 
State Grange was closed in regular form 
Thursday evening Dec. 12, 1895. 

The record of work done since that date 
follows: 

ORGANIZATIONS. 
Oak Grove 
Walnut Grove 
Maple Grove 
Brownhelm 
Dover 
Ruffner 
Wolf Creek 
Cranberry 
Garrettsville 
Chatham 
North Hampton 
Chagrin Falls 

Organized 12. 

No. 1428 Dec. 14, 1895 
" 1429 Dec. 26, 1895 
" 1430 Jan. 6, 1896 
" , 1431 Jan. 16, K 
" 1432 Jan. 24, Ci 
" 1433 Jan. 25, it 
" 1434 Jan. 26, it 
" 1435 Feb. a 
" 1436 Feb. 13, a 
" 1437 Feb. 18, 

21, 
it 

" 1438 Feb. 
18, 
21, a 

" 1439 Feb. 28, a 

Jan. 15, 1896 
Jan. 31, " 
Feb. 8, " 
Feb. 4, " 
Feb. 14, " 
Feb. 20, " 
Feb. 5, " 
Feb. 27, " 

f Reorganized, 8. Organized, 12. Total, 
¡20. 
| Number of weeks since state Grange 
closed, 12, lacking one day, and that day's 
mail may bring one, two, or three more 
'granges. 
f Our Farmers' Institute speakers deserve 
»credit for work done at institutes. Several 
of our new Granges can be traced directly 
to the efforts of our institute lecturers. 
.Nearly one half of our lecturers are Patrons 
and all are cordial, earnest working friends 
of the Order. 
t ' We hope that other states have done 
•better than Ohio, and if so, we are not 
•envious of their success, but wish we had 
their ability and persistence. Hard, steady 
work is what wins, and nothing else seems 
to have any effect. It is not always easy 

.' 'Vconv.jjce farmers that it is often better to 
stop and think, than it is to accept without 
question, what is told us by the men whose 
interests are not identical with ours. 

More work with the pen and less with 
plow will reach legislators and give us 
better laws. In Ohio the action of the 
legislature on the Anti-Shoddy Bill, the 
Rawlings Bill, and the Pure Food Laws 
will affect directly every farmer in the 
state. 

Farmers in many states have more than 
50 per cent of the votes, and for all states 
pay about 65 per cent of the taxes, furnish 
72 per cent of our exports, and raise 100 
per cent of what other men live on; yet re-
ceive but a small per cent of the profits-
"The trouble lies not in our stars, dear 

Brutus. 
But in ourselves that we are underlings." 

If we are neglected it is not because we 
are farmers, but because we are negligent 
ourselves and careless of our own interests. 
When we put forth the same organized, 
intelligent and persistent effort to protect 
and advance our interests that other men 
use to protect theirs, we may expect equal 
results, and until then we have no right to 
expect such results, and expectation will 
only bring disappointment. 

The modern psalm of life reads: 
Let us then be up and doing, 

With a heart to conquer fate, 
For ourselves our rights securing. 

Learn to labor, not to wait. 
The Grange in Ohio needs propagation 

more than it needs defense. Apostles and 
prophets are in more active demand and 
nave more value than apologists and critics. 

Its past we cannot change, its pres-
ent we can aid and strengthen, and its 
future we can make secure; and while do-
ing this have the satisfaction of knowing 
that we are aiding others while working 
for ourselves. 

F . A . A K I N S , 
Sec'y Ohio State Grange. 

, Sandusky, O. 

D e l a y s Are Dangerous . 

Delta, Ohio, May 8, 1896. 
EDITORS B U L L E T I N : Persons interested 

in the manufacture and sale of "filled 
cheese" have secured a postponement of 
action on the bill regulating same by the 
Finance Committee of the Senate. Delays 
are dangerous. All who favor the passage 
of this just measure should bring influence« 
to bear upon Senators, urging them to 
work actively to get said committee to.re-
port at an early clay and put the bill upon 
its passage.—J. H. BRIGHAM, Master Na-
tional Grange, in Grange Bulletin. 

General Topic for May. 
Suggested by Lecturer of State Grange. 

GOVERNMENT LANDS. 

Question 1. Has the policy of the Gov. 
ernment in opening up its' lands for settle-
ment by immigration been a detriment or 
a benefit in the best interests of our coun-
try? 

Question 2. If a change in this policy 
is desirable what should it be? 

SUGGESTIONS. 
This is a question that has been discussed 

to some extent by economic writers, but 
farmers who are most interested in it have 
studied the matter but very little. Like 
most questions it has two sides. No other 
country in the world has made so great 
strides in the accumulation of wealth as has 
been made in this country during the past 
thirty years, and this wealth has largely 
been the result of the development of the 
agricultural resources of the country. It 
would not have been possible for an Amer-
ican born population to have occupied all 
these lands, or have brought them under 
cultivation and to have furnished on the 
average so large a proportion—$600,000,-
000 in 1894—of the exports of this country 
to assist in adjusting the balance of trade 
against our imports of about $850,000,000. 
A change in the policy of the government 
and the low price of farm products have 
changed these figures for the past year. 
The development of the agricultural re-
sources of the west has greatly stimulated 
the building of railroads. In fact, this won-
derful development would not have been 
possible had it not been for railroad enter-
prises, which in some instances more than 
kept pace with the development of the 
agricultural resources of the west. On the 
other hand if the occupation of government 
lands had been restricted to the American 
born population the agricultural products 
of this country would not, in all probability, 
have exceeded the demands for home con-
sumption, and our farmers would,in a large 
measure, have been independent of the so-
called Liverpool world's prices for agricul-
tural products. Immense tracts of rich 
and valuable farm lands would have been 
in the possession of the government today, 
and the inducement to settle on them would 
be very great and be an important factor 
in relieving our cities from their present 
congested condition, while the number of 
railroads would be less. It should be 
borne in mind that these roads have been 
built mostly by foreign capital and their 
first mortgage bonds are payable in gold, 
which takes a very large amount of the 
precious metal from our country each year 
and is one of the causes of disturbance in 
the monetary condition of this country at 
the present time. 

The second question is left for the 
Granges to discuss and arrive at conclu-
sions without any suggestions. 

Let both questions be fully discussed and 
faithfully reported by the Lecturers. 

CROP REPORT FOR MAY. 

What is the relative condition and pros-
pects for wheat, oats, corn and fruits'. 

A Good Art ic le . 

Litchfield Co., Conn., March 31, '96. 
D E A R S I R : — I am highly pleased with 

your paints and it costs but a trifle over 
what the oil alone costs here. I will send 
you more orders this fall, and will try to 
persuade .my friends to use your paint, as 
I know it is a good article. 

Yours Respectfully, 
J O H N J . HANNAFIN. 

See Adv. Ingersoll's liquid rubber paint. 

C a t a r r h Cainnot Be Cured 
with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as thev can-
not reach the seat of the disease. Catarrh is a 
blood or constitutional disease, and in order to 
cure it you must take internal remedies. Hall's 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, and acts di-
rectly on the blood and mucuous surfaces. 
Hall's Catarrh Cure is not a quack medicine. 
It was perscribed by one of the best physicians 
in this co an try for years, and is a regular per-
scription. It is composed of the best blood 
purifiers acting directly on the mucuod surfaces. 
The perfect combination of the two ingredients 
is what produces such wonderful results in cur-
ing catarrh. Send for testamonials, free. 
F. J. CHENEY it CO., Props., Toledo, Ohio. 

Sold by druggists, price 75c. 
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FifW 
"Care of the Farm Woodlot . 

BY A. A. CROZIER. 

In southern Michigan a farm will now 
nearly always sell for more if it has a 
woodlot. Such a lot is valuable, not only 
for the convenient supply of fuel it affords, 
but also for tinif>er for other purposes, for I 
its beneficial influence upon the neighbor-
ing fields, etc. 

There are two ways of cutting the timber I 
on such a lot so as to maintain a continual | 
supply. First, cut off clean all the timber I 
large enough to use, just as any other crop I 
would be harvested. This is the method 
practiced in countries where forests are arti- I 
ficially planted to succeed those which are re- ' 
moved. But it is also applicable wherever 
there is a wood stand of undergrowth ready 
to come on, or where the trees are of kinds 
that can be depended upon to make a 
second growth from sprouts, such as white 
oak, hickory, black oak and chestnut when 
not too large. The other method is to gradu-
ally thin out the large or feeble trees, leav-
ing the young and thrifty growth to take 
their places. This method lets in the light 
and encourages the growth of the younger 
trees and is to be preferred where there is 
not already a good second growth or where 
the trees are not likely to sprout. 

The two chief enemies to a woodlot are 
live stock and lire. With reasonable care 
the ordinary farm woodlot, surrounded as 
it is by cleared fields, is not often subject 
to fire, and when fire does occur it may 
usually be noticed and checked before it 
has made much progress. Live stock how-
ever are quite as destructive in a woodlot 
as fire, a fact not always appreciated. 
Probably a majority of the woodlots in 
southern Michigan are used for pasture, 
and are being ruined by this means for 
permanent forest. It requires only a few 
years for all undergrowth to disappear 
where woods are used for pasture, and the 
duration of such a forest is then necessarily 
limited to the life of the larger timber. 
Not only that, but with the inroad of grasses 
and hot winds resulting from the opening 
up of the forest by this destruction of the 
undergrowth, the large timber suffers from 
drouth and often prematurely dies. It is 
poor economy to pasture a woodlot if the 
timber is considered of any permanent 
value. 

Agricultural College. 

Weeds. 
The following is the result of an inter-

view with Mr. C. F. Wheeler, Botanist of 
the Michigan Experiment Station: 

1. What is the principal harm weeds 
do? 

The principal harm weeds do is in rob-
bing the growing crop of plant food which 
rightfully belongs to it. No farmer can 
successfully grow a planted crop and a 
crop of weeds on the same land at the same 
time. Weeds harbor fungi and injurious 
insects. 

2. Do they do any good ? How ? 
Weeds do good in compelling thorough 

tillage of the soil in the preparation of the 
seed-bed. On waste and uncultivated lands, 
weeds cover the soil and shade it, thereby 
preventing washing; they also hold in place 
small amounts of plant food which, but-for 
this cause, would be dissolved and carried 
away by rains. 

3. Are noxious weeds increasing in 
Michigan, and to what extent? 

New and old noxious weeds are increas-
ing in Michigan, especially in waste places, 
on vacant lots in cities and villages, alono-
highways and on neglected farms; by a 
careless half-way style of farming, by an 
unscientific rotation of crops, or no rota-
tion at all, and lastly on account of a lack 
of thorough tillage of land before crops 
are planted. New weeds are brought in 
by cars and scattered along lines of rail-
ways. The importation of baled hay from 
the prairie states has brought many weeds 
into Michigan during the past winter. 
Foreign grown seeds, planted without ex-
amination, are perhaps the most prolific 
source of the introduction of bad weeds 
into Michigan at the present time. Thresh-
ing machines carry weed« from one neigh-
borhood to another. A single farm in a 
neighborhood on which weeds are [allowed 
to seed, becomes a center of infection. 
The winds carry the ripened seeds north, 
south, east and west, and in the winter 
they slide over a smooth crust of snow for 
miles. 

4. What are the Michigan farmers' 
worst weeds ? 

Thistles, quack-grass, mullein, red-root, 
chess, English plantain, (wrongfully called 
buck-horn) cockle, milk-weed, fox-tail, 
narrow dock, pig-weeds, rag-weed, wild 
mustard, prickly lettuce. 

5. Can the work of these weeds be re-
tarded ? if so, how ? 

The scythe, the hoe, and plow and the 
cultivator aî e the great exterminators of 
weeds. We cannot expect to exterminate 
weeds entirely; we can only subjugate 
them. 

Three important methods of killing 
weeds are: 1st, cutting close to the sur-

face of the ground; 2nd, rooting them out 
by hand or plow; 3rd, choking them out 
with more luxuriant crops. We can kill 
a plant by keeping it entirely deprived of 
leaves for one season. Certain crops often 
prove helpful in the destruction of weeds. 
A dense grass sod smothers many per-
enniel weeds- Buckwheat is a great cleans-
ing crop, especially for annual weeds. 
Corn ,sown in thick drills, is also useful in 
the destruction of weeds. Flowing is the 

' cheapest wholesale method of killing weeds. 
Never allow a weed to go to seed. Weeds 
along highways and railways are a con-
stant source of danger. It is better to re-
move road fences and cultivate the soil to 
the wagon track. Where fences are al-
lowed to remain, see that path-masters at-
tend to the destruction of weeds along 
roadsides as soon as they begin to blossom" 
if the land-owners have not enough gump-
tion to do it themselves. There is no royal 
road to the destruction of weeds; it must 
be accomplished by vigilance and labor. 
There are different modes of attack,—some 
laborious and expensive and some more 
economical. We must study our enemy. 
Many annual weeds which "have been al-
lowed to go to seed can only be extermi-
nated by years of hard labor; among these 
may be mentioned wild mustard, chess and 
pig-weeds. Seeds of these weeds may re-
tain their vitality for a dozen years. All 
farmers should have enough practical 
knowledge of botany to recognize new 
weeds at once, and then use the surest 
means for their destruction. 

6. What is the influence of weeds in 
seeds on the increase of weed production ? 

Buying cheap seeds is a prolific source 
of the increase of weeds. More weeds are 
being introduced into Michigan at the 
present time by means of cheap grass and 
clover seeds than by any other cause. Buy 
only prime seed—the dearest is the cheapest 
in the long run. 

7. How can damage from the above 
source be practically lessened ? 

By the esablishment of seed control sta-
tions; by carefully examining all seeds be-
fore planting; by purchasing seeds from 
dealers of known reliability only. Seed 
control stations were established in Europe 
as early as 1869. They have increased 
rapidly, and no seeds are sold in Europe 
without a guarantee. In America seeds 
are sold subject to the following statement: 
"While we exercise the greatest care to 
have all seeds pure and reliable, we do not 
give a waranty express or implied. If the 
purchaser does not accept the seeds on 
these terms and conditions, they must be 
returned at once and the money that hi« 
been paid for the same will be refunded." 
Concerning seed control in Europe, Mr. 
G. H. Hicks, assistant in the division of 
botany, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
makes the following statement; "There 
are no laws requiring English or Conti-
nental seedsmen to guarantee their wares. 
The work of seed control stations, however, 
has created such a public sentiment in favor 
of pure seed that the best class of dealers 
submit samples of their seeds to be tested 
by the stations, which furnish for a stip-
ulated price a guarantee of the vitality and 
purity of the seeds from which the samples 
were taken." The leading European Seed 
Control Stations publish annual reports, 
giving the results of their work, which are 
distributed to their customers and others. 
Many of theU. S. Experiment Stations are 
now prepared to examine seeds of all kinds 
and report concerning adulterations and 
impurities, also to make germination tests 
when required. The people must wake up 
and demand of the American seedsman a 
better warranty than the one quoted above. 

that you can make it a great deal bet 
tor if you want to, but you must first learn 
to love it. No man should ever be } 
with his work. It is unnecessary 
ways remember that your farm an<l 
method of farming is open to the cri 
of your neighbors, and don't foroy 
they do it unmercifully. This shov 
an incentive to do well. In view 
ever increasing growth of foul stun 
noxious weeds on our farms, I believe 
that summer fallowing and plowino- „ u j e r 
a good growth of clover would both in-
crease the fertility of our soils, and dekroy 
the weeds. Some of you say, why ? \\ here 
will he get his clover? I say grew it. 
The past two seasons should teachlis s nie-
thmg. I have a field that I cut a 
crop of hay from three successive v 
also a very good crop of clover-seed ;"< 
have cut considerable seed last fall, 
good fair second crop of hay, and' 
know that last year was a very dry ond 
me, as well as you. I think most of 
could have done the same thing, had 
put the same sign up that they had at 
World's Fair, that is "Keep off the gn 
Some of you remember how chea] 
wintered your sheep a year ago th 
ter. But remember you cannot c 

tween a captain and his vessel) between 
the farm and the farmer and then there 
would be fewer divorces of farm and the 
farmer. 

General report 
Grange, 1895. 
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Timely Agricultural Hints. 
Paper read at Farmers' Institute, l e n a w e e Co., by Samuel 

White of Cambridge. 

The subject assigned me by our presi-
dent should,, I think, have been given to 
an older and more experienced man than 
myself, and as I had no choice in the mat-
terl trustjyou will overlook my inefficiency 
"Timely Agricultural Hints." There are 
few of us who like to take a hint, but, in 
these depressed times we are glad to take 
almost anything,\and if we intend to hold 
our own with the rest of the world, we 
must be up and doing. There seems to be 
a greater occasion every year that we live 
tor greater economy, and there are so 
many ways of doing this, that it seems 
strange to me that we do so little of it. I 
wish to say here that no man should oive 
up his agricultural papers in order to econ-
omize, for most all of them are full of use-
ful hints that will help us along. Most 
farms today are larger than the brain 
capacity of the man who owns them 
Most men work their farms both great and 
small with too little labor. Any eighty 
acre farm should employ no less than three 
or four able bodied men most of the year-
even with common farming this would be 
one way of making farms more fertile. 
Don't think that because your surroundings 
are not as nice and fine as your neio-hbor^s 
that you cannot be a man and a model 
farmer. He does not think so. Live to 
learn, if you are conceited and think you 
know it all, don't tell anyone. Always re-
member your farm is what it is, and 

winter and summer. Stock shou 
be turned on young seeding at any t 
nor can you pasture your meadows an< 
ceive a full crop of hay. We should n 
allow stock on our plowed fields. E 
man should keep a flock of sheep, for t 
is money in them. Always remember 
the more stock a man keeps, and the u 
he fats, the more fertile will his fan 
Draw the manure out as fast as made, 
is the safe way. Always keep some crop 
growing to feed your stock through he 
summer, that will drive the terrors of 
drouth away. I find sweetcorn is quit, a 
help. Shall try vetches or tares this ye ir. 
Provide comfortable shelter for stock, et 
them in whenever it storms, put all kinds 
of fodder under cover, raise two or th ee 
acres of roots for stock to eat during w ti-
ter months, cut your fodder. My "neigh-
bors say that it goes as far again. I'm 
sure that is inducement enough. Never 
undertake to do something on a"large scale 
that you know you are incapable of doing 
well. Begin on a small scale. Why, it 
took me fi ve years to learn how to grow 
strawberries enough for my family use 
but now I think 1 can safely put in an 
acre of plants. General farming for the 
most of us is the only safe method. We 
are not as likely to go behind as we ate 
sure to hit a market somewhere. Try a i ' . 
not rjyse anything but what pays. Hate 
system on your farms. Watch and y.|u 
can see how men in business make a sii-
cess of farming. You can pick them out 
as you ride-through the country; buildings, 
fences, and crops all show intelligence. 
You should do the same; what is profitable 
for them is profitable for you and me. 
Stick to your farm organizations, for only 
through them can you expect any help for 
the future. Remember that this Farmers' 
Institute is for our especial benefit; now 
show that you appreciate it. Ignore party 
when it is farmers' policy to do so. Keep 
up the improvements on the farm. It is 
poor policy for a man to neglect this be-
cause times are hard. Remember that a 
little paint, good fences, and well cultivat-
ed fields makes the boys and girls proud 
of their homes. Take for your pattern, 
men who have made a success of farmina. 
I don't think much of the man who says, 
"Don't do as I do, but do as 1 tell you." 
What we want is less theory and more 
practice. All farmers should attend church, 
for do you know, I've heard some good 
farming done in the pulpit, and I wish 
there was more of it. Our pastor re-
marked one Sabbath day last summer that 
he saw a field full of mulleins and said he 
thought it looked bad. Well, mine were 
not mulleins but thistles, but I tell you o-en-
tlemen, I cut them earlier that year tkan 
I usually do. Twenty years ago a neigh-
bor remarked in my hearing that a good 
farmer always had a good wood-pile! I 
don't claim to be a good farmer, but I've 
always had a big wood-pile since. An-
other thing I've learned since then is, that 
the man who keeps his fences in first class 
repair is not far behind the man who has 
a large wood-pile. But, if you want to 
tell a good-natured, accommodating man 
just watch how much of the road he o-ives 
you when you meet him. I don't think 
much of the man who wanes it all. The 
time is come when it is only safe to work 
our farms on a cash basis. Buy nothino-
but what you can pay money down for 
if you cannot do this, go without. It is the 
only way to success. Study your soil and 
its requirements more, above all listen to 
the wife's advice; this creates harmony and 
oftentimes she is the better farmer of the 
two. I never have owned a first class 
farm, but I find that with good curryino-
and'brushing, it yields, better returns than 
many a better one. No matter what the 
farm is, with judicious care it can be made 
to yield fair returns for the labor expended 
upon it. The great trouble is that our 
farms, like some of our wives, are wink-
ing at some other man and the other man 
gets them, the farms I mean. There needs 
to be more marriages (such as exists be-

Worthy Master and Pair 
Michigan .State Grange: 

Taxation is an inevitable accompani-
ment of civilization, and the higher the ad-
vancement the greater its burdens. As all 
enjoy the blessing of government and soci-

| ety, so in all fairness, all should contribute 
to its support. 

This can be most .equitably done by a 
tax upon property by which each contrib-
utes in proportion to his possessions and 
consequent ability to pay. If all men 
were honest this system would be perfect 
and the burden would be light for all 
But unfortunately it must be admitted 
there are people who have spent all their 
days under the best of governments, and 
enjoyed its unparalleled opportunities 
tor accumulating wealth, who are so little 
grateful for these blessings, and so devoid 
ot manhood and honor, as to shamelessly 
seek to avoid their just share of its bur-
dens, and to impose them upon others in 
addition to their own. 

That they are largely successful in this 
is unquestionable. Through the exemp-
tions and madaquacy of the laws, the in-
competence of favoritism of officials, the 
corrupting influence of political ambition 
conjoined with the oftentimes .duplicity' 
evasions, not to say falsehoods and dishon-
esty of the people, millions of dollars 
worth of property, conservatively estimat-
ed as two-fifths of the whole amount 
wholly escapes taxation, and as an inevita-
ble consequence the tax rate upon the bal-
ance is so increased as to be almost intol-
erable. Coupling this situation with the 
enormous expenditures entailed upon us 
by the ever-increasing liquor evil, with 
the natural tendency to extravagant use of 
public money, in increasing salaries mul-
tip ying offices, and in the maintenance 
and construction of State institutions with 
the fall in the prices of staple crops, in 
many cases below the cost of production 
we have a combination of evils which call 
for radical treatment and immediate relief. 
Numerous attempts anil various enact-
ments have failed to appreciably correct 
the evil, and the same knotty problem con-
fronts us as throughout our past. That 
the laws have been powerless to avert this 
downright robbery of the truthful, law re- ' 
specting citizens, by the - heartless, lawless, 
tax dodger, is a reproach to popular gov-
ernment, and a serious menace to its per-
petuity. And your committee feel that i t 
is the supreme duty of the Grange, in con-
junction with all good, patriotic citizens, 
throughout the state and nation, to dedi-
cate its whole power and influence to an 
unrelenting warfare for overthrowing this, 
evil, and hastening the day when equal 
'and exact justice shall prevail, by bring-
ing to light every dollar of taxable proper-
ty and obliging it to pay its fair share of 
the tax. 

It is of course presumptuous for this d, 
committee after a few hours consideration to 
ot this question, to suggest even a plan for e. 
curing evils which ail the wisdom and a 
statesmanship of the past have been pow- <n 
erless to accomplish. But we will do our it 
duty unflinchingly, leaving it for this body t. 
to determine whether it has been done iu- > 
diciously. 

First, We recommend that a persistent 1 

effort be made throughout the state, coun-
ty and subordinate granges of the state to 
obtain the support of public opinion, in 
opposition to which all law lies powerless, 
in favor of any measures likely to aid in 
securing just and equitable taxation. Es-
pecially to foster the idea that instead of a 
burden to be shirked and evaded, that it 
should be esteemed a privilege to be 
prized, to be allowed to contribute annual-
ly for the support of our human and char-
itable institutions, and our unequalled 
school system, and for the maintenance of 
popular government and the best and high-
est civilization ever achieved by man. 

Especially should we endeavor to sus-
tain and aid the tax statistician to obtain 
the facts and compile the statistics upon 
taxation, so necessary to the forming of 
intelligent and effective enactments by fu-
w e , l eg i s l a tu i -es. That portion of the 
worthy Master's address upon this ques-
tion referred to this committee, we heartily 
approve. 

Second. For the purpose of removing 
the assessment and equalization of taxes 
from .the corrupting influence of politics 
we recommend that the present system be 
superseded by one in which the assessors 
and equalizers are not dependent upon the 
votes of the people for their offices, and 
suggest that a county board of equalizers 
should be appointed by the circuit judge 
°r .Perhaps by election by the county' 
lrns board to appoint persons in different 
towns to make the assessment, and to re-
turn it after it has been passed upon by 
the township boards of review, to the 
county board for equalization by them. 

Third. We recommend that railroad 
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