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-THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN TÈE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.' 

V O L . X X I . N O . 8. C H A R L O T T I ; , M I C H I G A N , A P R I L 16, 1S96. W H O L E N O . 4S8. 

The Lines of Advance in Grange | 
Work, Especially in National Leg-

islation. 

BY J. H. BRIGHAM. 

T h e sub jec t upon which I am asked to 
wr i t e is one of vas t impor t ance , and I re-
g r e t the lack of t i m e and ab i l i ty to do t h e 
sub jec t jus t ice . 

I t h i n k a c a r e f u l a t t en t ion t o detai ls in 
O r a n g e w o r k is one of t h e l ines upon 1 

which advance can be made . T h e officials 
should p lan the w o r k of the y e a r as care-
f u l l y as the successful f a r m e r and business 
m a n lays his p l ans f o r t h e yea r . T h e so-
cial, f r a t e r n a l , and financial f e a t u r e s should 
in no case be neglec ted , bu t t h e educational 
f e a t u r e should b e r e g a r d e d as the mos t im-
p o r t a n t . Th i s will inc lude the s t u d y of 
de ta i l s in f a r m w o r k . I believe t h a t much 
can be done f o r the f a r m e r a long th is line. 
I a m , howeve r , t o m a k e na t iona l legislat ion 
the especial f e a t u r e of th i s ar t icle . 

I have j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m W a s h i n g t o n , 
w h e r e I m e t f o r conference the legis la t ive 
c o m m i t t e e of t h e Na t iona l G r a n g e . W e 
p r e p a r e d a n d sent to m e m b e r s of congress 
a c i r cu l a r e m b o d y i n g t h e v iews o f 5 t h e 
Na t iona l G r a n g e u p o n nat ional topics as 
set f o r t h in t h e r e p o r t s and resolu t ions 
a d o p t e d b y t h a t body. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e also con fe r r ed with the 
c o m m i t t e e of w a y s and means and o t h e r 
m e m b e r s of congress , w h e r e the subjec t dis-
cussed was t h e p resen t unsa t i s f ac to ry con-
d i t ion of t h e A m e r i c a n f a r m e r . W e f o u n d 
a g r e a t d ive r s i ty of op in ion a m o n g mem-
bers of congress r e g a r d i n g causes and 
remedies , b u t t h e opin ion was g e n e r a l t h a t 
no . legis lat ion of i n t e r e s t t o f a r m e r s was, 
p r d b a b l e a t th i s session of congress . T h e 
cand ida tes a n d f r i e n d s of candida tes 
f o r p res iden t i a l honors seem a f r a i d 
t o m o v e lest some " b o o m " suf fer . T h e 
s u f f e r i n g C u b a n and A r m e n i a n have re -
ceived m u c h a t t en t ion and a g r e a t flow of elo-
q u e n c e has been t u r n e d loose in the " R e c -
o r d " b u t t h e f a r m e r s of the U n i t e d S ta tes 
w h o suffer f r o m t h e u n j u s t legis lat ion of 
t h e pas t and f o r remedia l legislat ion of t h e 
f u t u r e a r e t o wai t . Sec re ta ry M o r t o n has 
been u n m e r c i f u l l y scored f o r neg lec t ing to 
p l a n t " s e e d s " in congress ional d i s t r i c t s 
which , if t h e y g r o w n o t h i n g of value to 
t h e f a r m e r s , a r e expec t ed to p r o d u c e a 

and m o n e y e d in te res t s , bu t a t i le l e t h a r g y 
and a p p a r e n t ind i f fe rence of tlv> Amer i can 
f a r m e r . If i t were no t f o r th< fact t h a t we 
know of t h e m i g h t y inf. lencee now a t w o r k 
en l igh ten ing and p r epa "ing a magnif icent 
a r m y f o r f u t u r e serv ice , w should be 
c rushed and desponden t bel ieve in 
the f u t u r e of ou r coun t y — w e believe in 
the A m e r i c a n f a r m e r . H e .nay be slow 
and b l u n d e r i n g in h is e f fo r t s , bu t he is ad-
vancing, and the men vho now laugh a t 
his " l u m b e r i n g t r ead a n d rust ic s i m p l i c i t y " 
will some d a y recogn ize the change tha t is 
now t a k i n g place in ru r a l d is t r ic t s , and 
seek in vain f o r f a v o r a t the hands of those 
w h o a r e k e e p i n g s t e p to the music of re -
f o r m and a r e seek ing the disenthral l men t 
of the a g r i c u l t u r a l classes. " S o mote i t 
b e . " 
—Master National Ora je, Delta, Ohio. 
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f r i e n d l y f ee l i ng f o r t h e congressman who 
has " r e m e m b e r e d m e , " a m o n g the f a r m e r 
v o t e r s of h i s d i s t r ic t . An old ve te ran f r o m 
a wes te rn s ta te w h o has se rved his c o r p o r -
a t e e m p l o y e r s l o n g a n d well has been pa r -
t i cu l a r l y severe , b u t w e have hea rd of no 
c r i t i c i sm of t h e sec re t a ry f o r f a i l i ng t o 
r e n d e r i m p o r t a n t service t o f a r m e r s in 
o t h e r w a y s which come l eg i t ima te ly unde r 
t h e supe rv i s ion of h i s d e p a r t m e n t . If t h e 
s ena to r s a n d represen ta t ives in congress 
t h i n k t h e f a r m e r s will be so bl inded by th i s 
ga l e of congress iona l w ind d i rec ted a t 
M o r t o n f o r f a i l i ng t o t ickle t h e m wi th a 
f e w p a c k a g e s of seeds t h a t t h e y will over-
look s h o r t c o m i n g s in o ther d i rec t ions , I 
t r u s t t h a t t h e y m a y be undeceived in the nea r 
f u t u r e . 

F a r m e r s s h o u l d concen t ra t e u p o n 
o n e o r t w o d e m a n d s and fight unt i l v ic tor i -
ous . These m e a s u r e s m u s t of course be 
non-pa r t i s an . P a r t i s a n ques t ions m u s t be 
f o u g h t o u t a n d se t t l ed in the a rena of poli-
t ics by pol i t ica l o r pa r t i s an organizat ions . 
S o m e of ou r m e m b e r s m a k e t h e mi s t ake of 
t r y i n g t o d r a g a non-par t i san organiza t ion 
i n to a p a r t i s a n conflict . Th i s is a mis t ake 
a n d h u r t s t h e O r d e r w i t h o u t in a n y w a y 
h e l p i n g t h e cause wh ich o u r b ro the r s have 
a t n e a r t . F i g h t p a r t i s a n ba t t l es w i th p a r -
t i san o rgan iza t ion , non-par t i san bat t les 
w i t h non-pa r t i s an o rgan iza t ion . 

F a r m e r s w h o w a n t na t iona l legislat ion 
t h a t wil l b e j u s t and h e l p f u l t o ag r i cu l t u r e 
shou ld send a s t r o n g de lega t ion of " s u r e 
e n o u g h " f a r m e r s t o W a s h i n g t o n a f t e r i t — 
n o t to lo i te r in t h e lobby , b u t t o occupy 
sea t s u p o n t h e floor of both houses and 
p laces u p o n i m p o r t a n t commit tees . Unt i l 
f a r m e r s l ea rn t o ac t sens ibly on this l ine 
t h e r e wil l be l i t t le h o p e of advances ou r 
w a y in na t iona l legis la t ion. T h e f a r m e r s 
of M i c h i g a n should r e m e m b e r w a r m l y the 
f a r m e r g o v e r n o r of t h a t g r a n d a g r i c u l t u r -
a l s t a t e w h o fa i l ed w h e n o p p o r t u n i t y 
o f fe red to a p p o i n t a f a r m e r to a seat in t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s senate. W e a r e o f t e n disap-
p o i n t e d a n d somet imes a lmos t d i scouraged , 
n o t a t t h e p o w e r and success of co rpo ra t e 

The Red-em Bill. 
Two Opinions. 

Y o u r f a v o r w i th copy bf bill f o r p ro -
posed s ta te l iquor commiss ion as p resen ted 
t o las t l eg i s la tu re at hand . B y reason of 
p r e s s ing engagemen t s I have n o t been able 
t o g ive the subject a t th i s t ime such close 
and c a r e f u l examina t ion as i ts impor t ance 
deserves . I s Michigan a p ioneer in th i s 
p roposed legislat ion o r lias i t been a t t e m p t -
ed o r ca r r i ed o u t in o her s ta tes? M u c h 
m i g h t be ga ined in the discussion f r o m a 
k n o w l e d g e of w h a t has occur red elsewhere. 
B u t f r o m gene ra l p r inc ip les i t seems t h a t 
the a p p o i n t m e n t of -uch a commiss ion 
would be a s t e p in t h e r i g h t d i rec t ion . I t 
wil l be a d m i t t e d b y all candid minds t h a t 
n o t i n g u S a c p \ i j i ^ p f e so p o w e r f u l l y , 
mora l ly , sociallyp nd f nancia l ly , as t h e l iq-
uor traffic. T h a t f w e rpcognize th i s is shown 
b y recen t s t a t u t Vy prov is ion f o r t e ach ing 
t h e affects of al . ijol hpon the h u m a n sys-
t e m in ou r pub i i : j schools. A n d th i s in-
s t ruc t ion has beai 1 m a d e compu l so ry , a n d 
i t s neglec t by jhLoi boards vis i ted wi th 
severe penal t ies . IjBilit t he da ta f o r such in-
s t ruc t ion is m e a i K-.ad l imi ted . W i t h t h e 
aid of a c o m m i s s i 1 ! wisely cons t i tu ted un-
der a law of the sl^ce a flood of l i gh t m i g h t 
be t h r o w n upon a f c n a t t e r of vi tal i m p o r t -
ance t o e v e r y eliil»1' 

I am g lad t h e VISITOR is m o v i n g 
in t h e r i g h t dii ecl'flon. T h e cost of such a 
commiss ion w r vidi be smal l—i ts w o r k of 
s u r p a s s i n g in teres t . 

V/e.-y t r u l y yours , 
G E O . A . FARE. 

Grand Haven. 

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR : 1 « d e e p l y a p -
prec ia te t h e h o n b r you have done m e in ask-
i n g m y opinion hf the bill i n t roduced in to 
t h e last legis la ture by Represen ta t ive Red-
f e r n , t h e GRAINGE VISITOR c o n t a i n i n g 
which y o u k ind ly mailed me . 

T h e bil , is m e r i t o r i o u s as v o u r i g h t l y 
say , in tha t i t a i m s to collect accurate^data 
as t o t h e evils of i n t emperance , a n d t o 
u n i f y t e m p e r a n c e sent iment . M o r e accur-
a te da ta OD thils subjec t a r e p e r h a p s des i r -
able b u t i t s t r i kes m e t h a t t o j u s t i f y i ts-
enac tment in to a law the bill should show 
o the r mer i t s and these 1 have been unable 
to discover . T h e objec t ions to be m a d e to 
i t a r e on t h e score o f : 

1. E x p e n s e wi thou t sufficient r e t u r n . 
2. Imprac t i cab i l i t y . 
3. Rela t ive inut i l i ty . 

1. Asidenvom the undes i rablness of c r e a t i n g 
a new state, boa rd with offices (p resumably) 
in the a l r eady g r o a n i n g and b u r s t i n g capi-
tol buildicig, t h e expense of a commiss ion 
such as tjhi one con templa ted , wou ld be b v 
no meams inconsiderable. 

T h e Appropriat ion y e a r l y of $5000, the 
s e c r e t a r y 3 sa la ry , office expenses , p r i n t i n g 
and t r ave l ing expenses of t h e m e m -
bers of the commission would a g g r e -
g a t e a gO id round sum. M e n of cha rac te r 
and bi si less ab i l i ty sui ted to serve on 
such a commission m u s t needs be m e n of 
weal th, f p r the w o r k con templa t ed is enor-
mous , and m u s t be accompl i shed a t t h e 
cost of m u c h persona l sacrifice of t i m e and 
money . 

2 Imprac t i cab i l i t y : T h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of the b 11 a r e too comprehens ive . T h e la-
bo r involved u n d e r such a l aw would be 
t r emenoous and t h e resu l t s achieved could 
ha rd ly fail to be d i sappo in t ing . 

3. Re la t ive I n u t i l i t y : A f t e r all t h e 

da ta a r e collected of w h a t prac t ica l use 
would t h e y be? Of none to legis lators , I 
f ancy , who a r e sufficiently well acqua in ted 
wi th t h e evils of i n t emperance t o 
abe t a n y prac t icab le me thod f o r i ts 
ex t ingu i shmen t , p rov ided they feel 
a m o v i n g sent iment . Of none to the pub -
licg as f a r as I can see. T h e ave r -
age m a n o r woman knows in a genera l w a y , 
f rdrn prac t ica l observa t ion , the b e a r i n g of 
i n t emperance upon c r i m e and paupe r i sm , 
t h e f a c t t h a t S u n d a y laws a re violated, t h a t 
t h ^ s a l o o n is a mos t inf luent ial f a c t o r in 
pon t ics ; t ha t t h e p rac t i ce of t r e a t i n g is a 
demora l i z ing and d r u n k a r d - p r o d u c i n g cus-
tom. T h e bea r ing of i n t e m p e r a n c e ° u p o n 
t h e e a r n i n g p o w e r and the ab i l i ty t o find 
e m p l o y m e n t is also known suff icient ly 
weU f r o m ob jec t lessons in the expe r i ence 
of everyone . I d o u b t whe the r t he r e a r e 

j niijrny of t h e be t t e r class of ch i ld ren o f 
school age w h o have no t been t a u g h t these 
les |pns. Those who have fa i led to receive 
ins t ruc t ion be long t o fami l ies in t h e p r o v -
ince of the home miss ionary and would not 
b e f p a c h e d by d o c u m e n t a r y evidence be i t 
ne^e r so accu ra t e ly cons t ruc ted or convin-
cingly t abu la t ed . . Then cui bono? 

On the g r o u n d s of exped iency and p rac -
tical va lue i t s t r ikes m e t h a t a law prov id -
m g i f o r the a p p o i n t m e n t of a s ingle pa id 
commiss ioner t o c a r r y ou t the w o r k con-
t e m p l a t e d in sect ion 5 of t h e bill , l imi t ing 
h i j p&rm of office to t w o y e a r s and r e q u i i 
i n | p q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t of his w o r k of suffi-
cient va lue t o convince the g o v e r n o r and 
bo^rd of s ta te aud i to r s t h a t he has ea rned 
h i s p d a r y (which should no t be pa id o the r -
wr*-'' would accompl ish m o r e of good than 
ah ' the r e m a i n i n g p r o v M b h s o f t h e bill. 

S incere ly y o u r s , 
C . B . BURR. 

Flint. 

The Grange in Illinois. 

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR : T h e w i n t e r ' s 
w o r k of o u r O r d e r j ogs a l o n g a t a slow and 
s t eady b u t f avo rab l e g a i t in t h e p r a i r i e 
s ta te . W h i l e ou r ac tua l ga ins so f a r th i s 
y e a r a r e b u t t h r e e new G r a n g e s enrol led , 
we have sown much seed in outs ide fields I 
and a r e h o p e f u l in the expec ta t ion of an 
ea r ly and l iberal ha rves t . S t a t e M a s t e r , 
Ol iver Wi lson , is f u l l of busy labors in 
field w o r k of the G r a n g e , and is a b l y second-
ed by J . W . W h i t s o n , A . B. Ogle , J . E . 
Sei ler , S. G- A t w o o d , and o the r ac t ive 
r i gh t -hand he lpers who g o o u t a m o n g the 
f a r m e r s and teach, p reach , and u r g e or-
gan iza t ion in the G r a n g e . T h e n B r o t h e r 
Wilson has commiss ioned e v e r y live Mas t -
e r in t h e s t a t e to o rgan ize each a new 
G r a n g e a t the fee of $5.00 p e r new G r a n g e 
f r o m t h e S t a t e G r a n g e t r e a s u r y in addi t ion 
to the bonus offered b y t h e Na t iona l 
G r a n g e . A n u m b e r of t h e S u b o r d i n a t e 
G r a n g e s have commi t t ee s afield in ad j acen t 
t e r r i t o r y w o r k i n g under th i s p lan . Also 
we had M o r t i m e r W h i t e h e a d f o r a t w o 
weeks ' c ampa ign over the s ta te and a re 
do ing a lot of good f o r the G r a n g e in f a r m -
e r s ' ins t i tu te w o r k . In s t i t u t e s h a v e been 
a f a v o r i t e f a d of t h e f a r m e r s all win te r , 
and where t h e y were no t r u n d i r ec t ly by the 
G r a n g e our O r d e r has f u r n i s h e d a l a rge 
p e r cen t of the b r i g h t l igh t s of the p ro -
g r a m — n o t a b l y the S t a t e M a s t e r , S i s t e r L . 
G . C h a p m a n , G . R . T a t e of t h e execu t ive 
commit tee , and A . B. Og le have been 
cal led f r o m field t o field over t h e s ta te f o r 
p r o g r a m w o r k in t h e ins t i tu tes . A n d in 
these miss ions they have no t k e p t t h e 
cause of t h e G r a n g e under the bushel b u t 
have p r o m o t e d i t to t h e housetops . To 
d a t e 120 of ou r S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s have 
elected officers f o r 1896, and a r e mee t ing , 
work ing , and m a k i n g hea l thy p rog re s s 
a long t h e several lines m a r k e d ou t in ou r 
Dec la ra t ion of P u r p o s e s . J u s t now a num-
ber of G r a n g e s a r e dec la r ing wa r on h igh 
taxes , and a r e a t w o r k t o a rouse t h e f a r m -
ers t o elect coun ty supe rv i so r s w h o will 
recognize t h e s h r i n k a g e in a g r i c u l t u r a l in-
comes, and g r ade clown cour t house salar-
ies on t h e same f r u g a l basis. T h e r e is 
need to c a r r y th i s economy of t axes u p to 
the s ta te house and t o federa l h e a d q u a r t e r s 
a t W a s h i n g t o n , b u t o u r S u b o r d i n a t e 
G r a n g e s t h i n k bes t to begin a t h o m e and 
w o r k f o r a c u t on coun ty taxes . 

A n o t h e r p l an o r e x p e r i m e n t of the S t a t e 
G r a n g e is t o dup l i ca t e and send ha l t o r 
q u a r t e r co lumn ar t ic les on G r a n g e top ics 
t o a l ead ing coun ty seat p a p e r in e v e r y 

c o u n t y in t h e s ta te once o r twice a m o n t h 
the y e a r round . Th i s w o r k is now in p r o g -
ress and is exc i t ing inqu i ry a b o u t t h e O r -
der . T h e G r a n g e has well roo ted ho ld ings 
in count ies of I l l inois, is f a i t h f u l l y ¿a t 
work t o a rouse the f a r m e r s in to o rgan iza -
t ion in the balance of the s ta te , and r eaches 
over the b o r d e r wi th a g r i p of a P a t r o n 
and a f r i e n d l y g r e e t i n g to t h e f a i t h f u l 
b r e t h r e n and mos t w o r t h y sis ters of t h e 
Mich igan S t a t e G r a n g e . 

THOS. KEADY, Sec re t a ry I l l inois S t a t e 
G r a n g e . 

Dunkip, III. 

In Support of the Committee. 

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR: YOU m a y 
call th i s ' ' E c h o n u m b e r f o u r " if you please. 
W h e n I read " E c h o e s n u m b e r 3 , " I cou ld 
n o t he lp exc la iming wi th t h e G r a n g e , 
" h e e d h im not , bu t p e r s e v e r e , " and a lso 
wi th t h e Ass i s tan t S t eward , " M y f r i e n d s 
the pe r son who has been s p e a k i n g t o y o u 
is t h a t wors t of enemies to p rog re s s—ig-
norance , a t t ended by his compan ions—deg-
rada t ion and m i s e r y . " I t g r i eves m e t o 
t h ink t h a t in te l l igent people will be so 
bl inded b y p a r t y p r e j u d i c e s t h a t in o r d e r 
t o vindicate t he i r poli t ical p a r t y t hey will 
accuse such an assembly of p r o f o u n d wis-
dom and good sense as o u r S t a t e G r a n g e , 
of v io la t ing no t on ly t h e p r inc ip les of The 
O r d e r , b u t also the i r obl iga t ions . W h e n 
t h e S t a t e G r a n g e passed u p o n the s i lver 
ques t ion t h e y were c o m p l y i n g wi th t h e 
t e r m s of t he i r ob l iga t ion in t h e b r o a d e s t 
sense. T h e y , as a s ta te o rgan iza t ion , a r e 
on ly s eek ing to r e m e d y an evil. I insist 
u p o n i t , t h a t c l a m o r i n g f o r redresfe- of 
w r o n g s is no t p a r t y i s m . Y o u m a y call i t 
poli t ical if y o u please, f o r we can no t a sk 
f o r r ed ress of a n y w r o n g b u t t h a t w h e n 
ask ing , i t becomes poli t ical . I a m no t a 
c a l a m i t y howler , b u t let us as P a t r o n s 
a d o p t a n y t h i n g f o r creed t h a t will enhance 
the honor and d i g n i t y of t h e l a b o r i n g 
classes as well as t h a t of the nai ton . 

N o w b y si lver t h e G r a n g e is b r i n g i n g 
n o t h i n g in f l ammatory or poli t ical in to i t s 
works . I t is on ly inf lamed poli t ical m i n d s 
t h a t view i t in t ha t l ight . M y hea r t is f u l l 
of p i t y f o r the m i n d s tha t a r e so w r a p p e d 
u p in p a r t y i s m t h a t t h e y will no t a l low 
themselves to ask f o r the redress of w r o n g s 
t h e y have sus ta ined f o r f e a r of i n j u r i n g 
p a r t y . W e a r e asked " w h a t a re , the m a n y 
P a t r o n s to d o who a r e opposed to f r e e sil-
v e r . " I n answer I would say , g o h o m e 
and read , and become enl ightened . F i n d 
ou t w h a t i t has cost y o u and me to p u t o u r 
hal-d earned dol la rs in to the r ich m a n ' s 
pocket . Y o u have only t o g o to the las t 
bond call f o r go ld and the p lans of J . P . 
M o r g a n w h o came so nea r swind l ing the 
g o v e r n m e n t ou t of twelve mil l ions of dol-
lars . I believe the g r e a t e r m a j o r i t v of 
P a t i *ons a r e too hones t t o longer d i s r e g a r d 
the s t andard dol lar of o u r f o r e f a t h e r s , 
which is called b y W a l l s t r ee t a f r a u d . I f 
t he re is a n y t h i n g in o u r noble o rgan iza t ion 
t h a t needs p u t t i n g behind us, i t is t h a t ele-
m e n t t h a t is a lways c r y i n g aga ins t a n y ac-
t ion to redress wrongs . F e a r i n g t h a t I 
am t a k i n g too much of y o u r space and n o t 
wish ing to en te r in to c o n t r o v e r s y or dis-
cussion, and on ly w i sh ing to v indica te o u r 
noble O r d e r in the i r p r o f o u n d and wise de-
l iberat ions, and ea rnes t ly r e c o m m e n d i n g 
t h e h e a r t y s u p p o r t of the i r r e c o m m e n d ^ 

t ions , I r ema in , 
Master of Delta Grange, No 370. 

E . B . NICHOLS. 

Well Satisfied. 

N o r f o l k Co . , F e b . 17, 1896. 
O . W . Ingerso l l , 

D e a r S i r : I o rde red qu i t e a q u a n t i t y of 
y o u r pa in t and was well satisfied w i th i t , 
so m u c h so t h a t when I need m o r e pa in t -
i n g done shall send y o u an o rde r f o r m a -
terials wan ted . Y o u r s t r u l y , 

F . S . L A N E . 
See A d v . Inger so l l ' s l iquid r u b b e r p a i n t . 

W e was te enough of the soi l p r o d u c t s of 
th i s c o u n t r y to m a k e a n o t h e r na t ion r ich , 
b u t we shal l p r o b a b l y n o t m e n d o u r w a y s 
un t i l o u r cheap l ands a r e al l t aken up , a n d 
the mu l t i t udes a r e compel led t o look f o r 
new occupat ions . I n some p a r t s of E u r o p e 
even t h e roo t s and s t u m p s of t r ee s u n d e r g o 
t r e a t m e n t f o r t h e va luab le p r o d u c t s i n 
them—oi l , t u r p e n t i n e , creosote, charcoa l , 
etc.—Farmer's Guide. 

MriliHii 
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Apple Orchards of Michigan. 

BY J. > \ STEARICS. 

I I . 

I n m y f o r m e r a r t i c le I a t t e m p t e d to po in t 
o u t w h a t I believe one of the p r inc ipa l 
causes of t h e f a i l u r e of t h e a p p l e o rchards . 
W h e n t h e c o u n t r y was new t h e land was 
c leared by b u r n i n g m o s t of t h e t i m b e r on 
t h e land, t h e r e b y leav ing an a b u n d a n c e of 
ashes t o s u p p l y po tash f o r p l an t and t ree 
f o r years . T h e first i l lus t ra t ion I had of 
t h e g r e a t va lue of ashes to t h e soil t o feed 
a n y p l a n t o r t r e e , was o n t h e f a r m I was 
ra i sed on, in w e s t e r n New Y o r k . 

VALUE OF ASHES. 

T h e r e had been several coalpi ts b u r n e d 
on t h e f a r m and of course qu i t e a quan t i -
t y of ashes was m a d e and l e f t on those 
spots , and f o r twen ty - f ive y e a r s a n y f a r m 
c r o p was doub le on these spots , s h o w i n g 
t h e l a s t ing effect of a l iberal s u p p l y of 
po tash . B u t t h ings a r e changed now. In 
c l ea r ing t h e land, the t i m b e r is nea r ly all 
hau led of and ut i l ized f o r l umbe r or wood, 
and t h e land is c r o p p e d m a n y t imes , t ak -
i n g f r o m t h e soil m u c h of t h e po tash be-
f o r e t h e t r e e is p l a n t e d ; so b y the t ime i t is 
of suff ic ient a g e and size t o p roduce f r u i t 
t h e soil has been en t i r e ly exhaus ted in t h e 
i n g r e d i e n t s r equ i s i t e to p roduce a good 
c rop . 

FUNGUS DISEASES. 

T h e n aga in f o r some y e a r s t h e o r c h a r d s 
of s o u t h e r n and cen t ra l M i c h i g a n have been 
b a d l y diseased wi th f u n g u s , both in f r u i t 
and leaf , which has ma te r i a l l y deb i l i t a ted 
t h e t r ee , m a k i n g i t u t t e r l y unable t o pro-
d u c e a p rof i t ab le c r o p of f r u i t . Th i s diffi-
c u l t y m a y n o w be overcome by the p r o p e r 
app l i ca t i on of the coppe r su lpha te . Th i s 
should be app l i ed wi th a 

GOOD SPRAY PUMP. 

T h e t i m e h a s come when th i s i m p l e m e n t 
is a s essent ia l t o good f a r m i n g , as a good 
p low, as i t can be used t o as good a d v a n t a g e 
in fighting t h e p o t a t o bugs as on all k inds 
of f r u i t s . T h e t rees should be s p r a y e d 
first thoroughly, b e f o r e leafing ou t , wi th a 
so lu t ion of t w o p o u n d s of su lpha t e of coppe r 
in 40 ga l lons of wa te r . T h i s s p r a y i n g 
should be d o n e in such a m a n n e r t h a t eve ry 
b r a n c h and body is reached by t h e solu t ion . 
T h i s m a y be d o n e a n y t i m e be fo re b u d s 
open . I cons ider t h i s s p r a y i n g m o s t im-
p o r t a n t of all t o head off leaf b l igh t , 
scab, a n d r o t of f r u i t . T h e 

NEXT SPRAYING 

should be done a s soon as t h e blossoms fa l l , 
and w i t h t h e B o r d e a u x m i x t u r e w i t h t h e 
add i t i on of i - p o u n d of P a r i s g r e e n in 
1.50 ga l lons of the solut ion. I m a k e t h e 
B o r d e a u x m i x t u r e in the f o l l o w i n g m a n n e r : 
P u t f o u r p o u n d s s u l p h a t e c o p p e r in a piece 
of cheese c lo th a b o u t one y a r d squa re ; f o ld 
u p , tie a s t r i n g a r o u n d , and suspend in a 
pai l o r t u b of wa te r . I t should no t t o u c h 
t h e b o t t o m , then i t wil l d issolve in a s h o r t 
t ime . I n ano the r pa i l s lake f o u r p o u n d s 
s tone l ime, and when t h o r o u g h l y s laked , 
a d d wa te r enough t o m a k e v e r y th in and 
s t ra in t h r o u g h t h e cheese c lo th . P u t these 
t w o solut ions in to 50 ga l lons w a t e r and add 
t h e 4 ounces of P a r i s g r e e n ; keep well 
s t i r r ed . T h e t r ees should be s p r a y e d t w o 
o r t h r e e t imes wi th th i s solut ion ten d a y s 
o r t w o weeks a p a r t , a cco rd ing t o t h e weath-
e r . If heavy ra in fo l lows i t should be re-
p e a t e d soon. Th i s s p r a y i n g should be a t -
t ended to whether trees are fruiting or not. 
If no f r u i t is set i t is i m p o r t a n t t o r e s t o r e 
a hea l thy condi t ion of the t r e e s f o r f u t u r e 
c rops , as i t will t a k e some t ime t o e n t i r e l y 
r i d the o rcha rd of disease. 

Kalamazoo. 

Use the Roller. 

F o r y e a r s I have fo l lowed t h e p lan of 
ro l l ing m y whea t , g rass , and m e a d o w 
lands and t o th i s f a c t I pa r t i a l l y a t t r i b u t e 
m y success in r a i s ing be t t e r t h a n t h e a v e r -
a g e c r o p of both . I m a k e i t a po in t t o 
s t a r t t he ro l le r j u s t as soon as t h e f r o s t is 
o u t of t h e g r o u n d and the clover heads be-
g i n t o show a l i t t le green . If y o u wil l 
wa lk across t h e fields a t th i s season of t h e 
y e a r y o u will find all k inds of g rasses and 
w h e a t heaved a l i t t le above t h e g r o u n d . 
N o w , j u s t as soon as w e g e t a f e w hot , d r y -
i n g winds , these roots , if l e f t , wil l e i the r 
d i e o r be i n j u r e d ve ry bad ly , b u t if y o u 
wi l l r u n y o u r ro l le r over t hem i t wil l m a k e 
t h e p o r o u s soil firm and t h e fine roo t s wil l 
t a k e f r e s h hold aga in and s t a r t t o g r o w . 
Of course i t also smoothes t h e g r o u n d , 
wh ich is no s l igh t m a t t e r when y o u m o w 
y o u r fields. E v e r y f a r m e r should have a 
r o l l e r : he wi l l be as tonished h o w m a n y 
t i m e s he will use i t d u r i n g t h e yea r . If 
y o u do n o t wish t o b u y one, g o t o the 
woods a n d c u t a log, t a k e i t to y o u r nea r -
es t mechan ic and he wil l m a k e a good one, 
t h e cos t n o t exceed ing five o r s ix dol lars . 
T h o s e of y o u w h o d o n ' t have , g e t one 
now. Remember p roc ras t ina t ion is the 
th ie f of t ime , so d o n ' t p u t i t off un t i l 
another year. s. w . 

Cambridge, Lenawee County. 

An Agricultural Survey. 

O u r r eade r s m a y r e m e m b e r t h a t last 
a u t u m n we had someth ing to say abou t the 
va lue of an ag r i cu l t u r a l s u r v e y of the 
n o r t h e r n count ies of Mich igan . W e p r i n t 
below the opin ions o t t w o p r o m i n e n t nor th -
ern Mich igan f a r m e r s on th is subjec t , and 
have also some th ing t o say a b o u t the ma t -
t e r edi tor ia l lv . 

I n an ed i tor ia l in t h e VISITOR last fal l 
y o u sugges ted as the main cause of the 
slow deve lopmen t of a g r i c u l t u r e in nor th -
e rn Mich igan the lack of i n fo rma t ion of 
the ag r i cu l t u r a l possibi l i t ies of th i s sec-
t ion of ou r s ta te . To a cer ta in ex-
ten t th is is t rue . I t is also t r u e t h a t 
m a n y who have passed t h r o u g h th is section 
on the l ines of r a i lway , and whose on ly 
knowledge was ga ined f r o m an out look 
f r o m the ca r windows , have reasonably 
concluded tha t n o r t h e r n Mich igan is valu-
able on ly f o r i ts p ine and h a r d w o o d t im-
bers. 

Twenty-seven yea r s ago when y o u r cor-
r e sponden t first came to th i s p a r t of Michi-
gan , i t was a lmos t an u n b r o k e n wilderness , 
wi th only he re and the re a se t t ler near t h e 

•shores of L a k e Mich igan , and a f e w ham-
lets whose inhab i t an t s were a l m o s t wholly 
engaged in l umber ing , no ra i lways , no 
roads , f ew school houses' and f e w e r 
churches . A b o u t th i s t i m e and f o r several 
y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r , t h e e m i g r a t i o n was 
mos t ly of those w h o sough t cheap homes 
u n d e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t homes tead law. T h e 
general financial condi t ion of those se t t le rs 
was such as to p r ec lude a n y g rea t a t t en t ion 
to ag r i cu l tu re . T h e y were compel led to go 
in to the c a m p s o r mil ls t o ea rn a l ivelihood 
f o r themse lves and the i r fami l ies . T h e 
soil and the c l imate Ave re unsolved p r o b -
lems. M o r e than this ve ry m a n y of t hem 
were to ta l ly unacqua in ted wi th the s imples t 
m e t h o d s of g e t t i n g a l iv ing f r o m soil, t hey 
were r ep resen ta t ives of all classes of occu-
pa t ions , f r o m t h e f ac to ry , t h e f o r g e , and 
the coun t ing room. T h e b r o k e n down 
m e r c h a n t , t he u n f o r t u n a t e b a n k e r , the 
sai lor , and the d r i v e r of mules on t h e tow 
p a t h of t h e E r i e canal w e r e se t t led upon 
a d j o i n i n g sections, a he te rogeneous mass of 
h u m a n i t y , s eek ing a h o m e and a be t te r -
m e n t of the i r p rev ious financial condi t ion. 
I t wou ld be un reasonab le t o expec t a r ap id 
deve lopmen t of a g r i c u l t u r e f r o m th i s class 
of emig ra t ion . T h e f e w w h o came here 
f r o m f a r m s of o lder sect ions of the c o u n t r y 
w i t h some of those w h o had i t all t o learn, 
have hewn o u t of t h e woods good hpmes, 
and a r e a m o n g ou r m o s t successful formers 
of t oday . , t 

A g a i n i t is t r u e of a n y c o u n t r y as of 
t h i s t h a t i t s people n a t u r a l l y devote t he i r 
a t t en t ion t o t h e t r a d e o r business which in 
t u r n of fers t h e l a rges t p ro f i t s f o r the labor 
inves ted and o the r occupa t ions a re m o r e 
subo rd ina t e t o i t . H e r e i t was l u m b e r i n g 
and f o r e s t p roduc t s . T h a t th i s has been 
one of t h e m a i n f a c t o r s of t h e slow devel-
o p m e n t of a g r i c u l t u r e in th i s section is a 
gene ra l l y conceded fac t . P r o o f s a r e u p o n 
e v e r y hand . Those w h o w e r e so located 
t h a t i t was inconvenien t t o l abor in the 
mil ls o r woods o r could no t sell t he t i m b e r 
on the i r l ands in logs or wood, w e r e in a 
l a r g e m e a s u r e successful in f a r m i n g , ad-
vanced much m o r e r a p i d l y , and a re today 
a m o n g t h e mos t p rospe rous , whi le in t h e 
m a i n the c o n t r a r y is t r u e of those m o r e 
conven ien t ly s i tua ted . 

A g a i n t h e t r u n k l ines of r a i l w a y s which 
cross o u r c o u n t y f r o m east t o wes t and 
a r e t h e main d i s t r i b u t e r s of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
e m i g r a t i o n w e r e d i r ec t ly in te res ted in the 
se t t l ing u p and p o p u l a t i n g the vas t e m p i r e 
of f e r t i l e p r a i r i e s of t h e m o r e d i s t an t west-
e rn s ta tes and t e r r i to r ies , ¡while t h e home-
seeker would gene ra l l y f r o m choice p r e f e r 
t h e open level p r a i r i e t o t h e m o r e difficult 
t i m b e r l and o u t of which t o deve lop a 
f a r m . 

Specu la t ive i nves tmen t e f cap i t a l has 
a lso been an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in t h i s p rob -
lem, in t h a t on the p r a i r i e an i nves tmen t 
m e a n t t h e deve lopmen t of a g r i c u l t u r a l re-
sources , whi le in t h e t i m b e r bel ts i t s o u g h t 
i t s p rof i t s by h o l d i n g t h e l ands f o r the 
p rospec t ive r ise in t h e va lue of t h e t i m b e r 
i tself . T h i s is p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e of no r th -
ern Mich igan . 

F r o m these and m a n y o the r less p o t e n t 
reasons , th i s section of ou r s ta te has been 
slow in a g r i c u l t u r a l deve lopmen t when 
c o m p a r e d wi th o the r p a r t s of o u r c o u n t r y . 
H o w e v e r , t h e las t f e w y e a r s have changed 
t h e out look . A s t h e t i m b e r i n t e r e s t l i as 
waned , m o r e a t t en t ion has been pa id to ag-
r i cu l tu re . Y e a r s of c a r e f u l observa t ion 
and e x p e r i m e n t have p r o v e d t o a c e r t a in ty 
t h a t the c l imate a n d soil a r e adap t ed to* 
ou r cal l ing, and t h e resources of th is p a r t 
of o u r s ta te a r e f a s t becoming k n o w n 
t h r o u g h n a t u r a l channels . I t is t r u e t h a t 
t ens of t housands of acres a re still unoccu-
p ied as f a r m s , m u c h of i t as good as a n y to 
be f o u n d in t h e s ta te . I n due t i m e i t wil l 
be occupied a n d cu l t iva ted . I t seems t o 
m e t h a t t h e ques t ion is no t so m u c h " h o w 
shall w e secure a m o r e r a p M a g r i c u l t u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t , " b u t do w e need i t? I s i t t o 
o u r bes t in te res t s as a sect ion o r a s ta te? 
W i l l n o t t h e n a t u r a l channels be sufficient? 
T h e adop t ion of some such me thod as y o u 
s u g g e s t m i g h t be in a measu re successful , 
b u t is n o t t n e r e m e d y a s bad as t h e disease? 

W oul< I not the advan t ages ga ined be m o r e 
t h a n o ffset by h e a t t e n d a n t d i sadvan tages? 
T h e vs .st a m o r a t of va luable t i m b e r u p o n 
t h e cai e fu l ha id l ing of which so m a n y of 
the ma nufac tu i ing p l an t s of t h e s ta te d e -
pend f jbr the i r i ro spe r i ty and t h e con t inu-
ance of the i r business would, u n d e r changed 
condi t ions , to a g r ea t ex t en t , be wanton-
ly des t royed . SVould the increased p ro -
duc t ion^ of the (farms be c o m m e n s u r a t e in 
va lue i "An increase of f a r m e r s m e a n s an 
increase of perishable p r o d u c t s seek ing lo-
cal m a r k e t s , a l ready f u l l y supp l i ed—re -
sul t , s t if l lowet prices. I t m e a n s an in-
crease of s ta te expendi tures , a f u r t h e r en-
l a r g e m e n t of political appo in tmen t s , and 
t h e necessary increase of local t axa t ion . O n 
th is l ine comment is unnecessary . 

T h e topographica l , geological , and a g r i -
cu l tu ra l survey would unques t ionab ly be a 
va luable ad junc t to the s ta te archives , and 
t h e increase of ag r i cu l tu ra l popu la t ion 
would show u p wi l l on the census r epo r t s . 
B u t a more rapid deve lopmen t of t h e p ro -
d u c i n g classes wi th no a c c o m p a n y i n g in-
crease of consumers in a n y g iven local i ty 
or in t h e count ry a t l a rge , b u t lessens the 
advan t ages of the p roduce r . 

N o w 1 do not wish to be under s tood as 
oppos ing natural emigra t ion to these unde-
veloped f a r (us of (the no r the rn count ies . 
O n t h e cont rary I W ould h e a r t i l y welcome 
eve ryone who seeks, a home a m o n g us. Bu t 
the e x p e n d i t u r e of i more o r less m o n e y s 
f r o m the p u l l i c t r e a s u r y f o r the p u r p o s e 
named is uncalled f o r a t the p r e sen t t ime. 
T h e p r o p o s e d plan cjr a n y o ther which ne-
cessi tates an addit ional b u r d e n of local t ax -
a t ion would oplv serve to de fea t the end 
sough t . i 

N o w I suggdst tha t we can m o r e prof i t -
ab ly e m p l o y Our means in m a k i n g bet ter 
f a r m e r s of thoste a l ready wi th us, in increas-
i n g ou r p roduc t ion ra the r t han o u r ac reage , 
in m a k i n g ou r homes m o r e a t t r ac t ive , o u r 
people m o r e contented, des i rable c i t izens 
wil l seek homes ' aniofjg us and t he r e wil l 
be b u t l i t t le need fo r emig ra t i on bureaus . 
Resu l t s speak louder tlian words . 

A . E . PALMER. 
Kalkaska Counly. 

1 bel ieve w i th you tha t the adop t ion of 
t h e s u r v e y p lan would be of g r e a t service 
in d e v e l o p i n g the nor the rn count ies of t h e 
s tate . P r o b a b l y the ra i l road compan ies 
would f a v o r i t , as they own the l a rge r 
sha re of t h e unset t led lands in th i s p a r t of 
t h e s ta te , and i t is t h e f ac t t h a t t h e y canno t 
be homes teaded tha t alone s t ands in t h e 
w a y of t he i r occupat ion and deve lopmen t . 
I n a sense eve ry th ing possible should be 

- done t o develop t h 1 ^ g r ^ u l t i i r a l _ possibil i-
t ies and ac t iv i t ies oi l tfe. 6ta'-.\ The*"jpopu-
lat ion should be incilpasei by new-comers 
and f a r m i n g encouragt i l . B u t u n f o r t u -
na t e ly t h e r e is ano the r japa a v e r y bad s ide 
to the ques t ion . F a p to» g r e a t a p r o p o r -
t ion of o u r people a r e already engaged in 
f a r m i n g . T h e businpssjjjs not , and canno t 
be m a d e to p a y . T o p 
f o r prof i t now, and tfci 
business could qu i t e doj 
if t h e p r o d u c t s would ,o 
t he i r p roduc t i on . Mai j 
have l e f t t he i r f a r m s it 
t h e mills , and I t h i n k 
ly , f o r t h e y can live fai 
t e r . N o f a r m wil l pay 
t en ths of t h e se t t le rs a l o n j 
t h i s coun ty , (a section 
G . R . & I . and t h e M. ( 
l e f t t he i r c lear ings fo: 
fields of labor . T h i s is not the f a u l t of t h e 
l ands or the c l imate b u t shqws t h e weak-
ness of the business. I t mat te rs no t t h a t 
mi l l ions a r e h u n g r y f o r .our p r o d u c t s so 
long as t h e y canno t p a y f b r them—so long 
as the r a i l roads can change to t r a n s p o r t 
t h e m m o r e t han we r equ i r e to, p roduce and 
ca r t h e m . I do no t l ike i<> mention these 
unp l ea san t f ac t s b u t they 
t o those w h o p r e s u m e to 
pie. 

H o w e v e r , if y o u th ink j on can do a n y 
good even in a v e r y smal l way it is wel l— 
as well as " n a t u r a l f o r m e n to indu lge in 
t h e i l lusions of h o p e . " M . M. BURNHAM. 
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Transportatlon and the 5srmer. 

T h e R e p o r t of t l ie Commi t t ee on T r a ' ^ o o r t a t i o n a t 
S t a t e Grange , 1895, 

Worthy Master and Patroni. 
Y o u r c o m m i t t e e on transpoi ta ;ion have 

g iven the sub jec t such a t tent io i i s c i r cum-
stances have p e r m i t t e d . 

I t is a ques t ion of g r e a t impi-r tance, and 
one t h a t f o r a long t i m e has engigfed t h e a t -
ten t ion of t h e people, especiallythle f a r m e r s 
of t h e s ta te . T h e ques t ion is oiie t h a t is 
cons tan t ly a s s u m i n g g r e a t e r p ropor t ions . 
T h e d e m a n d is da i ly inc reas ing f o r cheap, 
safe, and r a p i d t rans i t , w h e t h e i the service 
i s r ende red d i rec t t o the people , or in con-
v e y i n g ove r long l ines of t r anspor ta t ion 
ou r v a r i e d p r o d u c t s t h a t g o to make u p the 
magni f i cen t commerc ia l in teres ts \ of ou r 
s ta te a n d nat ion . T h e m a g n i t u d e of ou r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n faci l i t ies , wi th the immense 
a m o u n t of capi ta l inves ted and the vo lume 
of business t r ansac ted , is t h e marvel of t h e 
age , b u t n o t m o r e s u r p r i s i n g t han the r a p -
id g r o w t h and deve lopmen t of o u r coun t ry 
in all t he subs tan t ia l e lements of p ro spe r i t y 

I and weal th which m a k e t h e exis tence o f 
! ou r sys tem of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a poss ib i l i t y . 
. I t is in t h e m e m o r y of t h e ea r ly p ioneers , 

I a f e w of w h o m a r e ye t l iving, when no-
| such d e m a n d exis ted. " T h e t ra i l of t h e l n -
| d ian as he r o a m e d t h r o u g h the magnif icent 
| fo res t s , or the r i pp l e of t h e waves as his-
I canoe sped over t h e su r face of lake a n d 
1 s t r eam m e t all t he d e m a n d s of t h a t e a r l y 
I day , bu t with eve ry c o m i n g f o o t p r i n t of c iv-

i l izat ion, t h a t demand increased and in re -
sponse the t ra i l has widened. A n era of 

I i m p r o v e m e n t was begun , and each succeed-
| i ng y e a r has b r o u g h t m a r k e d changes and 

improvement s . A n d pas s ing over the i n -
[ t e rmed ia t e pe r iods of f r e i g h t i n g the p rod -
| uc ts of t h e c o u n t r y long dis tances over a l -
| mos t impassable roads ; t h e d a y s of c o r d u -
j r o y roads and s tage coaches, we find our -

selves su r rounded by the conveniences e m -
braced in our modern sys t em of railway-
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , wi th i ts p a r l o r , d in ing ca r s , 

| and s leepers all near ly pe r f ec t in detai l and 
re l i ev ing t h e o c c u p a n t a lmos t en t i r e ly of 
t h e f a t i g u e of t ravel . Then we have t h e 
bicycle, motocycle , e lec t r ic cars , e t c . , each 

| filling i ts p r o p e r place in s u p p l y i n g t h e 
wan t s of the people . O v e r t h e g r ea t l i n e s 
of t r anspo r t a t i on which span ou r c o u n t r y 
f r o m one e x t r e m e to the o the r , m a y be 

| hea rd a t all h o u r s and in all seasons" t h e 
| pu l sa t i ons of a t ireless e n e r g y f o r w a r d i n g 

t o commerc ia l cen te rs our var ied p r o d u c t s 
Uy mee t the d e m a n d s of t r a d e in s u p p l y i n g 
the w a n t s of t h e people, not only w i th t h e 

I necessar ies of life, but also i ts luxuries , 
j W h i l e n o t i n g the g r o w t h and i m p r o v e m e n t 

of our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n facil i t ies, we no t ice 
o t h e r changes which have t aken p lace in 

| t he per iod over which we have passed. 
I T h e a r ea of M i c h i g a n , nes t l ing be tween 

her g r e a t l ines of wa te r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
| wi th t h e l a r g e s t coast line of a n y s ta te in 

t h e Un ion , has passed f r o m the" l e t h a r g i c 
condi t ion of t h a t t ime, and d r a w n a b o u t 
he r t h e m a n t l e of s t a tehood . H e r g r e a t 
n a t u r a l a d v a n t a g e s of fe r t i le soil, magni f i -
cent fo res t s , anil r ich mine ra l deposits, , 
have been ut i l ized by an in te l l igent and 
t h r i f t y people , and have r a p i d l y b r o u g h t 
he r t o t h e p r o u d posi t ion she occupies to -
day . T h r i v i n g vi l lages and cities have-
s p r u n g u p on every hand . H e r s ta te b u i l d -
ings and ins t i tu t ions of l ea rn ing have b e e n 
e rec ted and pa id fo r . H e r educa t iona l 
sys tem has been developed and firmly es-
tabl i shed, and the schoolhouses and c h u r c h -
es which do t t h e land in all d i rec t ions b e a r 
evidence of t h e inte l l igence and m o r a l 
wor th of he r people . 

O n e h u n d r e d seventy-e igh t t h o u s a n d 
f a r m s have been recla imed f r o m a s ta te o f 

. n a t u r e , and t o d a y r ep re sen t t h e agr icu l tu r - . 
al in te res t s of o u r s ta te which , we bel ieve 
has con t r ibu ted i ts f u l l sha r e to s ecu re t he» 
g r o w t h and p r o s p e r i t y of Mich igan . W e 
nave a g r e a t c o m m u n i t y of in teres ts , e a c h 
c o n t r i b u t i n g to swell t h e resources of t h e 
peop le when w o r k i n g in h a r m o n i o u s r e l a -
t ions. I t fo l lows qu i t e na tu r a l l y t h a t i n 
th i s r a p i d deve lopment ques t ions of i m p o r t -
ance should a r i se be tween the p r o d u c e r s 
and those w h o con t ro l the va r ious agencies , 
f o r i ts d i s t r ibu t ion . 

W h i l e we a r e ever r e a d y to a c k n o w l e d g e 
ou r dependence upon these agencies em-
braced in ou r l ines of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , w e 
t h i n k i t b u t f a i r , and in f ac t our d u t y , t o 
ins is t t h a t our re la t ions should be b e t t e r 
unders tood , ou r mutua l dependence r e c o g -
nized and acknowledged , and all t r a n s a c -
t ions placed u p o n a f a i r and equ i t ab le b a -
sis. Th i s has n o t been the case in the past , , 
and we brief ly not ice some of t h e g r i e v a n -
ces of which we compla in : 

1. U n j u s t and exo rb i t an t charges . 
2. U n j u s t d i sc r imina t ions ; c h a r g i n g 

m o r e , or less, t o one pe r son t h a n a n o t h e r 
f o r prec ise ly t h e same service, unde r p r e -
cisely the same condit ions. 

3. T h e g i v i n g of undue p r e f e r e n c e o r 
a d v a n t a g e t o one person ove r ano the r . 

4. C h a r g i n g m o r e f o r the longer t h a n 
t h e s h o r t e r haul . 

5. P o o l i n g ra tes . 
6. C h a r g i n g more , or less, t han p u b -

l ished ra tes . 
7. C h a n g i n g ex i s t ing r a t e s w i t h o u t 

p rev ious notice. 
These a r e some of t h e compla in t s m a d e 

aga in s t t h e m e t h o d s employed b y o u r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n companies , and these m e t h -
ods have imposed u p o n the p a t r o n s of t he se 
l ines a g r i e v o u s burden , and u p o n no class 
have t hey res ted so heav i ly a s t h e f a r m -
er. A n o t h e r f e a t u r e r e su l t ing f r o m t h e s e 
ex to r t i ons is the f a c t t h a t in m a n y cases i t 
des t roys compet i t ion . 

I n th i s h o u r of business depress ion a n d 
s h r i n k a g e in values, when the s tap le p r o d -
ucts of ag r i cu l tu re , which have c o n t r i b u t e d 
so m u c h to t h e deve lopmen t a n d wea l th o f 
t h e s ta te , a re scarcely p a y i n g t h e c o s t o f 
p roduc t ion , t h e demand comes f r o m e v e i v 
r u r a l h o m e t h a t we shall be re l ieved froiiii 
e v e r y u n j u s t exact ion o r u n f a i r cond i t ion . 

T h e in te res t of the pub l i c d e m a n d g e n e r -
al laws t h a t will g ive equa l oppor tun i t i e s , 
to all . R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 
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E v e r y noble ac t i v i t y m a k e s r o o m f o r 
i t s e l f . — E m e r s o n . 
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