“THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUEN"F THAN THE FARM, AND SHOULD
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The Lines of Advance in Grange
Work, Especially in National Leg-
islation.

and moneyed interests, hut at * 1e lethargy
and apparent indifference of ti . American
farmer. If it were not ‘or the ‘act that we
know of the mighty inf iences ' ow at work
enlightening and prep: ing » magnificent
army for future ser: ce, w should be
crushed and despondent W helieve in
the future of our count-y—we helieve in
the American farmer. He may be slow
and blundering in his cfforts, but he is /-
ecancing, and the men wvho now lauch at
. his “lumbering tread and rustic simplicity
| will some day recognize the change that is
now taking place in rcural districts, and
seek in vain for favor at the hands of those
who are keeping step to the music of re-

BY J. H. BRIGHAM.

The subject upon which I am asked to
write is one of vast importance, and 1 re-
gret the lack of time and ability to do the
subject justice. :

I think a careful attention to details in
Grange work is one of the lines upon
which advance can be made. The officials
should plan the work of the year as care-
fully as the successful farmer and business
man lays his plans for the year. The so-
cial, fraternal, and financial features should
in no case be neglected, but the ducational | form and are seeking the disenthrallment
feature should be regarded as the most im- | of the agricultural classes. **So mote it
portant. This will include the study of | he.” 7
details in farm work. T believe that much | —Master National Gra e, Delta, Ohio.
an be done for the farmer along this line.
I am, however, to make national legislation
the especial feature of this article. f

I have just returned from Washington,
where I met for conference the legislative
committee of the National Grange. We
prepared and sent to members of congress
a_ circular embodying the views of the
National Grange upon national topics as
set forth in the reports and resolutions
adopted by that body.

The committee aiso conferred with the
committee of ways and means and other
members of congress, where the subject dis-
cussed was the present unsatisfactory con-
dition of the American farmer. We found
a great diversity of opinion among mem-
bers of congress regarding causes and | would be a step in the right direction. It
remedies, but the opinion was general that | will be admitted by all candid minds +that
ne legislation of interest to farmers swas i-hothing:affoess ' b 5. pless powerfully,
(- probable at this session of congress. The |
| candidates and friends of candidates

for presidential honors seem afraid

to move lest some ‘“‘hoom’ suffer. The
suffering Cuban and Armenian have re-
ceived muchattention and a great flow of elo-
quence has heen turned loose in the *‘Rec-
ord” but the farmers of the United States
who suffer from the unjust legislation of
the past and for remedial legislation of the
future are to wait. Secretary Morton has
been unmercifully scored for neglecting to
plant ‘‘seeds’ in congressional districts
) which, if they grow nothing of value to
the farmers, are expected to produce a

friendly feeling for the congressman who

has “‘remembered me,”” among the farmer

voters of his district. An old veteran from

a western state who has served his corpor-

ate employers long and well has been par-

ticularly severe, but we have heard of no

r,‘; criticism of the secretary for failing to

render important service to farmers in
other ways which come legitimately under
the supervision of his department. =~ If the Ing my opinion Hf the bill introduced into
senators and representatives in congress | the last legis.atifre by Representative Red-
think the farmers will be so blinded by this | fern, the (yRANGE VisiTor containing
gale of congressional wind directed at | which you tindly mailed me.

> Morton for failing to tickle them with a The bil. is neritorious as yon rightly

few packages of seeds that they will over- | say, in that it aims to collect accurate data
look shortcomings in other directions, I | as to the ovils of intemperance, and to
trust that they may be undeceived in the near unify temyerance sentiment. More accur-
future. ate data or this subject are perhaps desir-
, Farmers should concentrate upon | able but it stfikes me that to justify its
, one or two demands and fight until victori- | enactment into a law the bill should show !
ous. These measures must of course be | other merits #nd these | have been unable

The Red'ern Bill.

Two Jpinjons,

Your favor with copy of bill for pro-

to last legislature st hand.
pressing engagemctts I have not been able
to give the subject at this time such close
and careful examination us its importance
deserves.
proposed legislaticn or ! 15 1t been attempt-
ed or carried out in o her states? Much
might be gained in the discussion from a
knowledge of whst has ceurred elsewhere.
But from general prir iples it seems that
the appointment of -uch a commission

uor traftic. Thattve
by recent statut

the affects of al "ol ipon the human Sys-
tem in our puli® schools.
straction has hen | made compulsory, and
its neglect by plo! boards visited with
severe penaltics. § I% 't the data for such in-

|

‘ceognize this is shown

struction is nzcz;? “ad limited.  With the
aid of a commisé ft visely constituted un-
der a law of the sf%e a lood of light might
be thrown upor a¥luatter of vital import-
ance to every cijjdl

I am glad b2 the Visitor is moving
in the right di fon.  The cost of such a
commission would'be small—its work of
surpassing irie-est.

Very truly vours,
GEOo. A. Farr.

Grand Haven.

Eprror GranGe Visitor: 1 «leeply ap-
preciate the h'm{'r you have done me in ask-

Y non-partisan. Partisan questions must be | to discover. The objections to be made to
{l " fought out and settled in the arena of poli- | it are on the score of:
tics by political or partisan organizations. 1. Expense without sufficient return.
Some of our members make the mistake of 2. Imprasticability. ‘
]‘ trying to drag anon-partisan organization 3. Relative inutility.
' into a partisan conflict. This is a mistake | 1. Asidefvom the undesirablness of creating
( and hurts the Order without in any way | a new state, board with offices (presumably)
{

helping the cause which our brothers have
at heart. Fight partisan battles with par-
tisan organization, non-partisan battles
with non-partisan organization.

Farmers who want national legislation
that will be just and helpful to agriculture
should send a strong delegation of ‘‘sure
enough” farmers to Washington after it—
not to loiter in the lobby, but to occupy
seats upon the floor of both houses and

laces upon important committees. Until
?armers earn to act sensibly on this line
there will be little hope of advances our
way in national legislation. The farmers | cost of much personal sacrifice of time and
of Michigan should remember Warl_nly the | money.
farmer governor of that grand agricultur- 9= Iy 1})racticability: The requirements
al state who failed when opportunity | of the b:ll are too comprehensive. The la-
offered to appoint a farmer to a seat in the | bor involved under such a law would  be
United States senate. Weare often disap- | tremenc.ous and the results achieved could
pointed and sometimes almost discouraged, hardly ‘ail to be disa pointing.
not at the power and success of corporate 3. Kelative Inutiﬁty: After all the

in the already groaning and bursting capi-
tol buildie, the expense of a commission
such as t b one contemplated, would be by
no mean;s inconsiderable.

The #ppropriation yearly of $5000, the
secretarly s salary, office expenses, printing,
and trlaveling  expenses of the mem-
bers of the commission would aggore-
gate a god round sum. Men of character
and busiiess ability suited to serve on
such a commission must needs be men of
wealth; for the work contemplated is enor-
mous, and must be accomplished at the

SR e o T M AU SR i s

posed state liquor commission as presented |
By reason of |

Is Michigan « pioneer in this |

- A. ' - » 1
morally, socially :nd fnancially, as the lig-
; vovision for teaching |

[
|
And this in- il

' and are hopeful in the expectation of an

P

| data are collected of what practical use
wauld they be? Of none to legislators, I
faney, who are sufficiently well acquainted
with the evils of intemperance  to
abet any practicable method for its
extinguishment,  provided they  feel
a moving sentiment. Of none to the pub-
lickas far as I can see. The aver-
4g€ man or woman knows in a general way,
. frém practical observation, the hearing of
| intemperance upon crime and pauperism,
the fact that Sunday laws are violated. that
| the saloon is a most influential factor in
| poiitics: that the practice of treating is a
| demoralizing and drunkard-producing cus-
tom.  The bearing of intemperance upon
the earning power and the ability to find
emyployment is  also known sufficiently
| weli from object lessons in the experience
of everyone. I doubt whether there are
mgay of the better class of children of
school age who have not heen taught these
lessons. Those who have failed to receive
instruction bhelong to families in the prov-
inge of the home missionary and would not
befreached by documentary evidence be it
neyer so accurately constructed or convin-
cingly tabulated.. Then eu/ bono?

;&n the grounds of expediency and prac-
| tical value it strikes me that a law provid-
ing for the appointment of a single paid
. commissioner to carry out the work con-
temiplated in section 5 of the bill, limiting
higterm of office to two years and requir-
inga quarterly report of his work of suffi-
cient value to convince the governor and
board of state auditors that he has earned
hissflary (which should not be paid other-
| wis'would aecomplish more of good than
@i The remalning provisions of the bill,

‘ Sincerely yours,
e C. B.

Flint.

3URR.

The Grange in Illinois.

Eprror GraNGe Visitor: The winter s
work of our Order jogs along at a slow and
steady but favorable gait in the prairie
state. While our actual gains so far this
year are but three new Granges enrolled,
we have sown much seed in outside fields

early and liberal harvest. State Master,
Oliver Wilson, is full of busy labors in
field work of the Grange, and is ahly second-
ed by J. W. Whitson, A. B. Ogle, J. E.
Seiler, S. G. Atwood, and other active
right-hand helpers who go out among the
farmers and teach, preach, and urge or-
ganization in the Grange. Then Brother
Wilson has commissioned every live Mast-
er in the state to organize each a new
Grange at the fee of $5.00 per new Grange
from the State Girange treasury in addition
to the bonus offered by the National
Grange. A number of the Subordinate
Granges have committees afield in adjacent
territory working under this plan. = Also
we had Mortimer Whitehead for a two
weeks’ campaign over the state and are
doing a lot of good for the Grange in farm-
ers’ institute work. Institutes have been
a favorite fad of the farmers all winter,
and where they were not run directly by the
Grange our Order has furnished a large
per cent of the bright lights of the pro-
gram—notably the State Master, Sister L.
G. Chapman, G. R. Tate of the executive
committee, and A. B. Ogle have been
called from tield to field over the state for
program work in the institutes. And in
these missions they bave not kept the
cause of the Grange under the bushel but
have promoted it to the housetops. To
date 120 of our Subordinate Granges have
elected officers for 1896, and are meeting,
working, and making healthy progress
along the several lines marked out in our
Declaration of Purposes. Just now a num-
ber of Granges are declaring war on high
taxes, and are at work to arouse the farm-
ers to elect county supervisors who will
recognize the shrinkage in agricultural in-
comes, and grade down court house salar-
ies on the same frugal basis. There is
need to carry this economy of taxes up to
the state house and to federal headquarters
at Washington, but our Suabordinate
Granges think best to begin at home and
work for a cut on county taxes.

Another plan or experiment of the State
Grange is to duplicate and send halt or
quarter column articles on Grange topics

county in the state once or twice a month
the year round. This work is now in prog-
ress and is exciting inquiry about the Or-
der. The Grange has well rooted holdings
in 44 counties of Illinois. is faithfully ;at
work to arouse the farmers into organiza-
tion in the balance of the state, and reaches
over the border with a arip of a Patron
and a friendly greeting to the faithful
brethren and most worthy sisters of the
Michigan State Grange.

Tnos. Keapy, Secretary Illinois State
Grange.

Dunlap, I1.

In Support of the Committee.

Epitor Grance Visitor: You may
call this *“Echo number four” if you please.
When I read ““Echoes number 3,2 I could
not help exclaiming with the Grange,
*‘heed him not, but persevere,” and also
with the Assistant Steward, “My friends
the person who has been speaking to you
is that worst of enemies to progress—ig-
norance, attended by his companions—deg-
radation and misery.” It orieves me to
think that intelligent people will be so
blinded by party prejudices that in order
to vindicate their political party they will
accuse such an assembly of profound wis-
dom and good sense as our State Grange,
of violating not only the principles of the
Order, but also their obligations. When
the State Grange passed upon the silyver
question they were complying with the
terms of their obligation in the broadest
sense. They, as a state organization. are
ounly seeking to remedy an evil. I insist
upen it, that clamoring for redress- of
wrongs is not partyism.  You may call it
political if you please, for we can not ask
for redress of any wrong but that when
asking, it becomes political. I am not a
calamity howler, but let us as Patrons
adopt anything for creed that will enhance
the honor and dignity of the laboring
classes as well as that of the naiton.

Now by silver the Grange is bringing
nothing inflammatory or political into its
works. It is only inflamed political minds
that view it in that light. My heart is full
of pity for the minds that are so wrapped
up in partyism that they will not allow
themselves to ask for the redress of wrongs
they have sustained for fear of injuring
arty.  We are asked “‘what are the many
}’utmns to do who are opposed fo free sii-
ver.”” In answer I would say, o home
and read, and become enlighfened. Find
out what it has cost you and me to put our
hatd earned dollars” into the rich man's
pocket. You have only to go to the last
bond call for gold and the plans of J. P.
Morgan who came so near swindling the
government out of twelve millions of dol-
lars. I believe the greater majority of
Patrons are too honest to longer disregard
the standard dollar of our forefathers.
which is called by Wall street a frand. If
there is anything in our noble organization
that needs putting hehind us, it is that ele-

ment that is always crying against any ac-
tion to redress wrongs. Fearing that I
am taking too much of your space and not
wishing to enter into controversy or dis-
cussion, and only wishing to vindicate our
noble Order in their profound and wise de-
liberations, and earnestly recommending
the hearty support of their recommenda-
tions, I remain, E. B. Nicuors.
Master of Delta Grange, No 370.

Well Satisfied.

Norfolk Co., Feb. 17, 1896.
O. W. Ingersoll,
Dear Sir: I ordered quite a « (uantity of
your paint and was well satisfied with it,
s0 much so that when I need more paint-
ing done shall send you an order for ma-
terials wanted. Yours truly,

F. S. LaxE.
See Adyv. Ingersoll’s liquid rubber paint.

We waste enough of the soil products of
this country to make another nation rich,
but we shall probably not mend our ways
until our cheap lands are all taken up, and
the multitudes are compelled to look for
new occupations. In some parts of Europe
even the roots and stumps of trees undergo
treatment for the valuable products in
them—oil, turpentine, creosote, charcoal,

to a leading county seat paper in every

ete.—Furmer’s Guide.
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Apple Orchards of Michigan.

BY J. >\ STEARICS.

In my former article | attempted to point
out what | believe one of the principal
causes of the failure of the apple orchards.
When the country was new the land was
cleared by burning most of the timber on
the land, thereby leaving an abundance of

ashes to supply potash for plant and tree
for years. The first illustration | had of
the great value of ashes to the soil to feed
any plant or tree, was on the farm | was
raised on, in western New York.
VALUE OF ASHES.
There had been several coalpits burned

on the farm and of course quite a quanti-
ty of ashes was made and left on those
spots, and for twenty-five years any farm
crop was double on these spots, showing
the lasting effect of a liberal supply of
potash. But things are changed now. In
clearing the land, the timber is nearly all
hauled of and utilized for lumber or wood,
and the land is cropped many times, tak-
ing from the soil much of the potash be-
fore the tree is planted; so by the time it is
of sufficient age and size to produce fruit
the soil has been entirely exhausted in the
ingredients requisite to produce a good
crop.

FUNGUS DISEASES.

Then again for some years the orchards
of southern and central Michigan have been
badly diseased with fungus, both in fruit
and leaf, which has materially debilitated
the tree, making it utterly unable to pro-
duce a profitable crop of fruit. This diffi-
culty may now be overcome by the proper
application of the copper sulphate. This
should be applied with a

GOOD SPRAY PUMP.

The time has come when this implement
is as essential to good farming, as a good
plow, as itcan be used to as good advantage
in fighting the potato bugs as on all kinds
of fruits. The trees should be sprayed
first thoroughly, before leafing out, with a
solution of two pounds of sulphate of copper
in 40 gallons of water. This spraying
should be done in such a manner that every
branch and body is reached by the solution.
This may be done any time before buds

open. | consider this spraying most im-
portant of all to head off leaf blight,
scab, and rot of fruit. The

NEXT SPRAYING

should be done as soon as the blossoms fall,
and with the Bordeaux mixture with the
addition of i-pound of Paris green in
1.50 gallons of the solution. | make the
Bordeaux mixture in the following manner:
Put four pounds sulphate copper in a piece
of cheese cloth about one yard square; fold
up, tie a string around, and suspend in a
pail or tub of water. It should not touch
the bottom, then it will dissolve in a short
time. In another pail slake four pounds
stone lime, and when thoroughly slaked,
add water enough to make very thin and
strain through the cheese cloth. Put these
two solutions into 50 gallons water and add
the 4 ounces of Paris green; keep well
stirred. The trees should be sprayed two
or three times with this solution ten days
or two weeks apart, according to the weath-
er. If heavy rain follows it should be re-
peated soon. This spraying should be at-
tended to whether trees are fruiting or not.
If no fruit is set it is important to restore
a healthy condition of the trees for future
crops, as it will take some time to entirely
rid the orchard of disease.
Kalamazoo.

Use the Roller.

For years | have followed the plan of
rolling my wheat, grass, and meadow
lands and to this fact | partially attribute
my success in raising better than the aver-
age crop of both. | make it a point to
start the roller just as soon as the frost is
out of the ground and the clover heads be-
gin to show a little green. If you will
walk across the fields at this season of the
year you will find all kinds of grasses and
wheat heaved a little above the ground.
Now, just as soon as we get a few hot, dry-
ing winds, these roots, if left, will either
die or be injured very badly, but if you
will run your roller over them it will make
the porous soil firm and the fine roots will
take fresh hold again and start to grow.
Of course it also smoothes the ground,
which is no slight matter when you mow

your fields. Every farmer should have a
roller: he will be astonished how many
times he will use it during the year. |If

you do not wish to buy one, go to the
woods and cut a log, take it to your near-
est mechanic and he will make a good one,
the cost not exceeding five or six dollars.
Those of you who don't have, get one
now. Remember procrastination is the
thief of time, so don't put it off until

Aanathar \viaar . YY)
another
Ca

ear.

8 W.
e, Lenawee County.

THE

An Agricultural Survey.

Our readers may remember that last
autumn we had something to say about the
value of an agricultural survey of the
northern counties of Michigan. We print
below the opinions ot two prominent north-
ern Michigan farmers on this subject, and
have also something to say about the mat-
ter editoriallv.

In an editorial in the VISITOR last fall
you suggested as the main cause of the
slow development of agriculture in north-
ern Michigan the lack of information of

the agricultural possibilities of this sec-
tion of our state. To a certain ex-
tent this is true. It is also true that

many who have passed through this section
on the lines of railway, and whose only
knowledge was gained from an outlook
from the car windows, have reasonably
concluded that northern Michigan is valu-
able only for its pine and hardwood tim-
bers.

Twenty-seven years ago when your cor-
respondent first came to this part of Michi-
gan, it was almost an unbroken wilderness,
with only here and there a settler near the
eshores of Lake Michigan, and a few ham-
lets whose inhabitants were almost wholly
engaged in lumbering, no railways, no
roads, few school houses' and fewer
churches. About this time and for several
years thereafter, the emigration was
mostly of those who sought cheap homes
under the government homestead law. The
general financial condition of those settlers
was such as to preclude any great attention
to agriculture. They were compelled to go
into the camps or mills to earn a livelihood
for themselves and their families. The
soil and the climate Awere unsolved prob-
lems. More than this very many of them
were totally unacquainted with the simplest
methods of getting a living from soil, they
were representatives of all classes of occu-
pations, from the factory, the forge, and
the counting room. The broken down
merchant, the wunfortunate banker, the
sailor, and the driver of mules on the tow
path of the Erie canal were settled upon
adjoining sections, a heterogeneous mass of
humanity, seeking a home and a better-
ment of their previous financial condition.
It would be unreasonable to expect a rapid
development of agriculture from this class
of emigration. The few who came here
from farms of older sections of the country
with some of those who had it all to learn,
have hewn out of the woods good hpmes,
and are among our most successful  formers
of today. , t

Again it is true of any country as of
this that its people naturally devote their
attention to the trade or business which in
turn offers the largest profits for the labor
invested and other occupations are more
subordinate to it. Here it was lumbering
and forest products. That this has been
one of the main factors of the slow devel-
opment of agriculture in this section is a
generally conceded fact. Proofs are upon
every hand. Those who were so located
that it was inconvenient to labor in the
mills or woods or could not sell the timber
on their lands in logs or wood, were in a
large measure successful in farming, ad-
vanced much more rapidly, and are today
among the most prosperous, while in the
main the contrary is true of those more
conveniently situated.

Again the trunk lines of railways which
cross our county from east to west and
are the main distributers of agricultural
emigration were directly interested in the
settling up and populating the vast empire
of fertile prairies of the more distant west-
ern states and territories, jwhile the home-
seeker would generally from choice prefer
the open level prairie to the more difficult

timber land out of which to develop a
farm.
Speculative investment ef capital has

also been an important factor in this prob-
lem, in that on the prairie an investment
meant the development of agricultural re-
sources, while in the timber belts it sought
its profits by holding the lands for the
prospective rise in the value of the timber
itself. This is particularly true of north-
ern Michigan.

From these and many other less potent
reasons, this section of our state has been
slow in agricultural development when
compared with other parts of our country.
However, the last few years have changed
the outlook. As the timber interest lias
waned, more attention has been paid to ag-
riculture. Years of careful observation
and experiment have proved to a certainty
that the climate and soil are adapted to*
our calling, and the resources of this part
of our state are fast becoming known
through natural channels. It is true that
tens of thousands of acres are still unoccu-
pied as farms, much of it as good as any to
be found in the state. In due time it will
be occupied and cultivated. It seems to

me that the question is not so much "how
shall we secure a more rapM agricultural
development,” but do we need it? Is it to

our best interests as a section or a state?
Will not the natural channels be sufficient?
The adoption of some such method as you
suggest might be in a measure successful,
but is not the remedy as bad as the disease?

GRANGIIIVISITOR.

W oul< I not the advantages gained be more
than o ffset by he attendant disadvantages?
The vs .st amorat of valuable timber wupon
the cai eful haidling of which so many of
the ma nufactuiing plants of the state de-
pend fjbrtheir irosperity and the continu-
ance of their business would, under changed
conditions, to a great extent, be wanton-
ly destroyed. SVould the increased pro-
duction”™ of the (farms be commensurate in
value i "An increase of farmers means an
increase of perishable products seeking lo-
cal markets, already fully supplied—re-
sult, stifl lowet prices. It means an in-
crease of state expenditures, a further en-
largement of political appointments, and
the necessary increase of local taxation. On
this line comment is unnecessary.

The topographical, geological, and agri-
cultural survey would unquestionably be a
valuable adjunct to the state archives, and
the increase of agricultural population
would show up will on the census reports.
But a more rapid development of the pro-
ducing classes with no accompanying in-
crease of consumers in any given locality
or in the country at large, but lessens the
advantages of the producer.

Now 1 do not wish to be understood as
opposing natural emigration to these unde-
veloped far(us of (the northern counties.
On the contrary | Would heartily welcome
everyone who seeks,a home among us. But
the expenditure of imore or less moneys
from the pullic treasury for the purpose
named is uncalled for at the present time.
The proposed plan cjrany other which ne-
cessitates an additional burden of local tax-
ation would oplv serve to defeat the end
sought. i

Now | suggdst that we can more profit-
ably employ Our means in making better
farmers of thoste already with us, in increas-
ing our production rather than our acreage,
in making our homes more attractive, our
people more contented, desirable citizens
will seek homes' aniofjgus and there will
be but little need for emigration bureaus.
Results speak louder tlian words.

A. E. PALMER.
Kalkaska Counly.

1 believe with you that the adoption of
the survey plan would be of great service
in developing the northern counties of the
state. Probably the railroad companies
would favor it, as they own the larger
share of the unsettled lands in this part of
the state, and it is the fact that they cannot
be homesteaded that alone stands in the
way of their occupation and development.
In a sense everything possible should be
done to develop thl~grrultiiral_ possibili-

ties and activities oil tfe.6ta'-.\ The*"jpopu-
lation should be incilpasei by new-comers
and farming encouragtil. But unfortu-

nately there is another japa a very bad side
to the question. Fap to» great a propor-
tion of our people are already engaged in

farming. The businpssjjjs not, and cannot
be made to pay. Top :
for profit now, and tfci luch is produced

engaged in the
their products
ix pay the cost of
of my neighbors
Il gone to work in
by have done wise-

business could quite doj tie
if the products would ,0
their production. Maij
have left their farms it
the mills, and | think

ly, for they can live fai .
ter. No farm will pdpsier and far bet-
tenths of the settlers alonj Wages.  Nine-
this county, (a section the east side of
G. R. & I. and the M. ng_between the
left their clearings fo: railroads) have
fields of labor. This is nofME faRNPBESAL
lands or the climate but shqws the weak-
ness of the business. It matters not that
millions are hungry for.our products so
long as they cannot pay fbr them—so long
as the railroads can change to transport
them more than we require to,produce and
car them. 1 do not like i mention these
unpleasant facts but they
to those who presume to

pie.

lould be known
struct the peo-

However, if you think j on can do any
good even in a very small way it is well—
as well as "natural for men to indulge in
the illusions of hope.” M. M. BURNHAM.

Chnrlevoix  County.

Transportatlon and the 5srmer.

The Report of tlie Committee on Tra'*oortation at
State Grange, 1895,

Worthy Master and Patroni.
Your committee on transpoi ta;ion have
given the subject such attentioi is circum-

stances have permitted.

It is a question of great impi-rtance, and
one that for a long time has engigfed the at-
tention of the people, especiallythle farmers
of the state. The question is oiie that is
constantly assuming greater proportions.
The demand is daily increasing for cheap,
safe, and rapid transit, whethei the service
is rendered direct to the people, or in con-
veying over long lines of transportation
our varied products thatgo to make up the
magnificent commercial interests \of our
state and nation. The magnitude of our
transportation facilities, with the immense
amount of capital invested and the volume
of business transacted, is the marvel of the
age, but not more surprising than the rap-
id growth and development of our country
in all the substantial elements of prosperity

I and wealth which make

I a few of whom are yet living,

1 stream met all
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the existence of
our system of transportation a possibility.

It is in the memory of the early pioneers,
when no-
such demand existed. " The trail of the In-
dian as he roamed through the magnificent
forests, or the ripple of the waves as his-
canoe sped over the surface of lake and
the demands of that early
day, but with every coming footprint of civ-
ilization, that demand increased and in re-
sponse the trail has widened. An era of
improvement was begun, and each succeed-
ing year has brought marked changes and
improvements. And passing over the in-

[ termediate periods of freighting the prod-

|
|.
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ucts of the country long distances over al-
most impassable roads; the days of cordu-
roy roads and stage coaches, we find our-
selves surrounded by the conveniences em-
braced in our modern system of railway-
transportation, with its parlor, dining cars,
and sleepers all nearly perfect in detail and
relieving the occupant almost entirely of
the fatigue of travel. Then we have the
bicycle, motocycle, electric cars, etc., each
filling its proper place in supplying the
wants of the people. Over the great lines
of transportation which span our country
from one extreme to the other, may be
heard at all hours and in all seasons” the
pulsations of a tireless energy forwarding
to commercial centers our varied products
Uy meet the demands of trade in supplying
the wants of the people, not only with the
necessaries of life, but also its luxuries,
While noting the growth and improvement
of our transportation facilities, we notice
other changes which have taken place in
the period over which we have passed.

The area of Michigan, nestling between
her great lines of water transportation,
with the largest coast line of any state in
the Union, has passed from the" lethargic
condition of that time, and drawn about
her the mantle of statehood. Her great
natural advantages of fertile soil, magnifi-
cent forests, anil rich mineral deposits,,
have been utilized by an intelligent and
thrifty people, and have rapidly brought
her to the proud position she occupies to-
day. Thriving villages and cities have-
sprung up on every hand. Her state build-
ings and institutions of learning have been
erected and paid for. Her educational
system has been developed and firmly es-
tablished, and the schoolhouses and church-
es which dot the land in all directions bear

evidence of the intelligence and moral
worth of her people.
One hundred seventy-eight thousand

farms have been reclaimed from a state of

.nature, and today represent the agricultur-.

al interests of our state which, we believe

has contributed its full share to secure the»
growth and prosperity of Michigan. We
nave a great community of interests, each
contributing to swell the resources of the
people when working in harmonious rela-
tions. It follows quite naturally that in
this rapid development questions of import-
ance should arise between the producers
and those who control the various agencies,
for its distribution.

While we are ever ready to acknowledge
our dependence upon these agencies em-

braced in our lines of transportation, we
think it but fair, and in fact our duty, to
insist that our relations should be better

understood, our mutual dependence recog-
nized and acknowledged, and all transac-
tions placed upon a fair and equitable ba-
sis. This has not been the case in the past,,
and we briefly notice some of the grievan-
ces of which we complain:

1. Unjust and exorbitant charges.

2. Unjust discriminations; charging
more, or less, to one person than another
for precisely the same service, under pre-
cisely the same conditions.

3. The giving of undue preference or
advantage to one person over another.

4. Charging more for the longer than
the shorter haul.

5. Pooling rates.

6. Charging more, or less, than pub-
lished rates.

7. Changing existing rates without
previous notice.

These are some of the complaints made
against the methods employed by our

transportation companies, and these meth-
ods have imposed upon the patrons of these
lines a grievous burden, and upon no class
have they rested so heavily as the farm-
er. Another feature resulting from these
extortions is the fact that in many cases it
destroys competition.

In this hour of business depression and
shrinkage in values, when the staple prod-
ucts of agriculture, which have contributed
so much to the development and wealth of
the state, are scarcely paying the cost of
production, the demand comes from eveiv
rural home that we shall be relieved froiiii
every unjust exaction or unfair condition.

The interest of the public demand gener-
al laws that will give equal opportunities,
to all. Respectfully submitted,

WM. T. ADAMS, L. NORTH, JESSIE F.
CHASE, H. A. SLARROW, HENRY STOCK-
WELL, MRS. H. J. AUSTIN, MRS. SARAH:
SLAYTON.

Every noble actiyity makes room for
itself.— Emerson.
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