', great pleasure to
ce, wkeone mowp #
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Grange to Congress.
Memorial of the National Grange,

Washington, D. C., March 17, 1896.

To THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES |

OF AMERICA:

In compliance with the instructions of |
I 3 { 000 pounds, or 180,000 bales, which at the pres-
| ent price would amount to a loss to the cotton
| planters of America of $1,440,000; therefore, be
| it

The National Grange of the Patrons of
Husbandry, we submit for your consider-
ation, the resolutions and reports adopted
at the last session of that body, which {mve
reference to matters of vital importance to
farmers.

EQUAL PROTECTION.

It is not our purpose to make an argu-
ment in favor of protection, but to demand
equal protection for agriculture so long as
it is the prevailing policy of the govern-
ment.

Extract from report of committee on
foreign relations. See proceedings of the
twenty-ninth annual session (1895), pages
134-5.

“If the system of protection is to be continued
In our country, we demand that the mother of
all remunerative industries shall have protec-
tion equal to the most favored in this line.
Equal rights to all, special privileges to none,
should be the watch word of a free and inde-
pendent people.

“The conclusion reached by your committee
from the foregoing premises is that equal, just
and reciprocating laws between narions, based
upon a true loye of country, our individual sov-
ereignty, and the responsibilities and
privileges growing from the same would at

least start on the road to contentment and na- |

tional prosperity.”

Extract from the’ general report of the
committee of agriculture, twenty-ninth
_session, 18935, See page 143, proceedings.

“Enlarged and extended markets are needed
to aid the American agriculturist to secure

profit and to cnable him to furnish exports to
meet the increased i1mportations in this coun-

try, and we respectfully urge upon congress to |

secure reciprocal trade relations to provide a
market for the producte of American Iarmg.”

The following report from the committee
on agriculture was adopted:

“Your committee on agriculture, to whom
was referred a portion of the executive commit-
tee’s report, has carefully considered the same,
and heartily concurs and recommends the senti.
ments expressed. AARON JONES, Chairman.

*“The principle of governmental aid has long
since been established by our government in
assisting other industries, developing their
highest possibilities. 'T'he same principle has
also been adopted in the supervision of the eda-
cation of our children, the construction of our
public roads, and the general alleviation of the
poor and unfortunate, so that it can no longer
be claimed as objectionable paternalism, but a
need for the development of the highest system
of civilization and prosperity. It has been by
this system of fostering American industries
that ours has become the greatest and most
prosperous government in the world, and our
people enjoying the largest liberty and the
broadest intelligence of any people in the his-
tory of mankind, Respectfully submitted.

LEONARD RHONE,
R. R. HurcHINsON,
J.J. WoopmaN.
J. H. BRIGHAM.

We are also instructed to present to the
congress what is known as the Lubin
proposition *‘for an export bounty upon
staple agriculture, and urge an early and
thorough investigation of the subject.”

GAMBLING IN FUTURES.

Extract from a report of the committee
on agriculture, twenty-ninth session. See
page 182.

The following from the committee on
agriculture was adopted:

*“Worthy Master: The committes on agricul-
ture, to whom was referred the preamble and
resolutions of Bro. A. B. Judson, Worthy Mas-
ter of the Iowa State Grange, have considereq
the same and recommend their adoption.

AARON JONES, Chairman,

*“Whereas, Gambling in futures and corner-
ing the products of the soil enable the boards
of trade to manipulate the grain markets ofsthe
United States, thereby unsettling values and de-
stroying the law of supply and demand, so that
preducers do not receive legitimate prices for
what they produce; therefore,

“Resolved, That the legislative committee
of the National Grange be instructed to demang
of congress the enactment of such laws as will
forever prohibit the gambling in the necessarjes
of life.”

TARE ON COTTON.

Extract from a report of the committee
on agriculture, twenty-ninth session (1895.)
See page 183. 4

The following, from the committee on
agriculture, was adopted:

“Your committee on agriculture, to whom
was referred the following resolutior, present-

! ed by Bro.S. L. Wilson, Worthy Master of
| Mississippi State Grange, has fully considered
| the same and recommends its adoption.

A ARON JONES, Chairman.

‘“Whereas, The customary tare on cotton
bales for market is .06 per cent in foreign mar-
kets, while the actual tare is only about .04 per
cent., a clear loss to cotton raisers of 10 pounds
per bale, equivalent last vear to about 90,000-

“Resolyed, That the executive committee of
the National Grange be instructed to corres-
pond with cotton exchanges of foreign markets,
if in their judgment it is possible to secure a

| reduction of tare on cotton bales.

“Resolved, 2d, That the co-operation of the
American cotton exchanges and the govern-
ment, through its commercial consuls, be solicit-
ed.”

We respectfully ask congress to investigate
this subject and aid in righting what seems to
be a wrong to the cotton planters,

FREE RURAL MAIL DELIVERY.
Extracts from a report of the commit-
tee on agriculture, twenty-ninth session
(1895).  See proceedings, page 152,
The following, from the committee on
agriculture, was adopted:
“Your committee on agriculture, to whom

| was referred the following resolution, presented

by Bro. A. P. Reardon, the Worthy Master of
Kansas State Grange, earnestly and heartily

concurs in the resolution, and recommends its |
| adoption.

AARON JONES, Chairman,
“Resolved, That the National Grange me-

it | morialize Congress to so amend the postal laws
high |

of our country that the rural districts may have
the benefit of free delivery of daily mail.
: A. P. REARDON.
Also th2 following:
“Whereas, A portion of the inhabitants of

| this goyernment living in cities are having free

mail delivery at the expense of all the people of
this government, and
“Whereas,

“Resolved, Tnat we are opposed to any
further reduction of domestic postage until free
dehvery of mail is accorded to our rural popu-
lation; and be it further

Resolved, That we demand the same free

| delivery of mail for rural districts that is now
accorded to residents of cities.

NICARAGUA CANALS.

Extracts from proceedings, tweaty-ninth
session (1895), page 131.

Bro. H. O. Devries, chairman, presented
the following from the committes on for-
eign relations, which was adopted:

‘““Whereas, At the twenty eighth session of
this National Grange, P, of H., we declared in
favor of a ship waterway across an isthmus of
the American continent, to be built by con-
tract, owned and controlled by the United
States government; and

“Whereas, We notice in the daily papers an
offer by an English banking syndicate to loan
the necessary funds to complete said ship water-
way; therefore be it -

“Hesolved, That we are opposed to any and
all entangling alliance with any foreign corpor-
ation or government for the control of a ship
canal across the Isthmus of Nicaragua. Your
committee recommends that the legislative
committee of this body be hereby instructed to
press the passage of such law or laws on the
above subject as will proteet our national do-
main against the inroad of foreign nations.”

PURE FOOD.

Extract from proceedings twenty-ninth
Session (see pages 148 and 149).

The following from the committee on
good of the order was adopted:

“Your committee on good of the order, to

whom was referred the enclosed resolutions of
Bro. A. J. Wederburn, of Vircginia, on the sub-

ject of ‘Pure Food,” has had the same under |

cousideration and it heartily coneurs therein.
Respectfully submitted,
T. R. SmiTH, Chairman,

“Resolved, That the National Grange, P. of
H., 1n twenty-ninth annual session at Worcest-
er, hereby reaflirms its position on the subject
of pure food, and demands of congress the pass-
age of the pure food and pure lard bills hereto-
fore endorsed, in the interest of morality, hu-
manity and honest trade.

“Reselved, That our national legislative
committee be directed to bring this matter to
the attention of the next congress, and do all
in their power to secure fayorable action.”

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

The following extract from the report of
the executive committee to the twenty-
ninth session (1895) fully expresses the
views of the National Grange, and we
earnestly urge these views upon congress:

‘It is of the highest importance, not only to
every Patron, but eyery farmer, that he encour-
age all legitimate methods of legislation that
will enhance the development of our agricultur-
al industry, therefore the National Grange
should give this matter its serions comsider—
ation. With a view of encouraging such a de-

It is proposed to further reduce [
| domestic postage; therefore be it

=

lopment we would urge the National Grange
£0 inquire into the methods of the national de-
)artment of agriculture and make it an agency
which the farmer can look with confidence
for information as to crops, stock, methods of
oduction and the best and most reliable mar-
‘ets of the world. To this end the National
Grange should interest congress to so amend
| the laws governing the appointments as to re-
uire the heads and employees of the Depart-
ent to be selected from the agricultural peo-
€, who, by occupation and interest, would be
#8pecially fitted to make the most competent
and enterprising officers and employees of the
Jepartment, and justly entitled to the ap-
intments, as this should be the Farmers’ de-
partment, thus vindicating the rights and hon-
OIS of our class, as guaranteed under our demo-
ratic form of government,

| ELECTION OF UNITED STATES

“Whereas, The National Grange has in
years past put itself on record as favoring the
free delivery of mail in rural districts, the elec-
tion of United States Senators by direct vote of
the people, and the demanrd that, so long as pro-
| téction to American inaustries is the policy of

€ government, the agriculturists will demand

&D equal measure of benetit therefrom; there-

| fore,
“Resolved, That we reiterate and re-avow
r fealty to these questions as expressed in
€ past, and 1nstruct our legislative committee
use its best endeavors in their behalf before
ngress,”

SENATORS.

IN CONCLUSION,

§ We desire to say that the continued de-

Pression among agriculturists is growing
| 1B intensity. The farmer is confrontedl
; With prices for his products which are be-
| fow the cost of production. The receipts
| #rom his farm have been reduced, in many
| imstances one half, whilst his necessary ex-
| ipenditures, for labor, repairs, taxes, etc.,
! p‘a\'c not been reduced, but have, in many
L}‘ tanc. s, been increased; the result is loss
tfead of profit, and a greac “deprecixtion

in the value of land. These conditions ap-

| ply so generally to farming sections that it

Is plain to be seen that serious results will
| follow if speedy relief is not afforded.

The interests of agriculture are so inter-
woven with every other legitimate industry
| that they cannot be sacrificed without in-
| volving in a common ruin all other indus-
| tries. We therefore, in the name of mil-
| lions of farmers, call upon the congress
| Dow in session, to tuke prompt action to

avert a threatened great calamity. The

sheriff’s hammer is already uplifted over
| many farmers’ homes. No interest will
be subserved by sacriticing these homes ex-
cept that of those who draw fees from the
misfortunes which overtake others.

We are aware of the fact that it is
much eusier to cite existing conditions than
it is to point, with unerring certainty, to
the causes which have brought them upon
us, or to specify the remedy that will cure
these ills.  We disclaim, for the farmer,
responsibility for existing conditions. He
has not suddenly become indolent, waste-
ful nor extravagant. The vyoice of the
farmer has scarcely been heard in the halls
of legislation.  If mistakes have been
made they are not his mistakes. So far as
| legislation is concerned, the farmer is not
responsible, except, for his neglect in not
securing a larger and fairer representation

|
[
|
|

directly associated with this all important
industry of our country. If prosperity
comes again to this country, it must com-
mence at the foundation, which is agricul-
ture. Neglect of, unjust discrimination
against, faillure to properly protect agri-
| culture have brought disaster to many
| countries, and our own country cannot es-
ape the inevitable results, if we pursue
the same reckless policy. We cannot, as
representatives of a great Order, composed
of members of all political parties, discuss
partisan questions, but

we can and do
ask for such relief as can be afforded by
the legislation sought by the National
l Grange.

We are of the opinion that the present
condition of doubt and uncertainty, as to
the future policy of the government upon
economic questions, is very detrimental to
the interests of our people, and we urge a
speedy settlement of the same.

*“*Justly distributed burdens and justly
distributed power,” is our motto. In ail
treaties and dealings with foreign coun-
tries, the welfare ot our own people should
be the first consideration. We long to see
the time when every manufacturing center
shall be a hive of industry, giving employ-
ment, at good wages, to all who desire to

of agriculture, from among those who are |

work—these workers to be clothed and fed
by the honest, unadulterated products of
American farms, and the surplus of farm
and factory to be carried abroad in ships,
manned by American seamen and floating
the stars and stripes, there to be exchanged
for sueh articles as are not produced in our
own country, under such treaty regula-
tions as will not operate to the disadvant-
age of the American producers.

Such legislation, supplemented by wise
laws, regulating immigration and provid-
ing for a stable currency of gold, silver
and paper suflicient to meet all the needs
of trade, will, we believe, speedily restore
confidence and bring prosperity to all in-
dustrious and provident people.

Respectfully submitted,

J. H. Briguaw,

LEeoNARD RuONE.

H. O. Devrigs.
Legislative Committee.

Woman’s Work Circulars.

There has been sent to the Secretary of
each Subordinate Grange a circular letter
from the woman’s work committee of the
state to the local committee of the Subor-
dinate and county Granges.

The plan of work for the year is brief
in statement but broad as to scope. We
have tried to make it comprehensive, and
with such varied features that each Grange
may be able to find from it plenty of work
to be done. All may not be able to follow
the scheme but we are sure they may be
able to select from it work that they can
do and do successfully and well.

Sisters, please bear in mind that yoil
have been selected by vour Masters to per- "
form a specific duty. Look over the work
well, canvass it thoroughly, select from it
all you think you can accomplish and then
push the work.

Officers and Patrons, will yow bear a
word of exhortation sent you in all kind-
ness? Any and all committees that have
been appointed hy your Masters for any
special work need your help. A commit-
tee is so much stronger, so much more ef-
fective when they know they have the Sym-
pathy and support of not only the officers,
but every member.

All may not be of the same mind as to
the best way to accomplish a iven object,
but the Grange has taught us some beauti-
ful lessons.  One is that we may differ in
opinions, but these differences may he so
adjusted that each shall only consider what
is best, and putting aside all personal feel-
ings strive to help on the work to the hest
of our abilities.

We are proud of the fact that in the
past these committees have had the sup-
port of the members, and we expect the
same in the future.

Let this be a hearty striving together;
helptul spirits; hopeful hearts; strong hand
clasps; kind, sympathetic words, hrave
faces, and who can say fail?

Mary A. Mavo.

[We shall print the circular above re-
ferred to in the woman’s page of our next
issue. The first recommendation is for the
observance of Arbor Day, which this year
occurs on Friday, May 1. Ep.]

“And the presents?” He waited for a
reply with bated breath. “Harold,” she
replied, placing a tiny hand on each shoul-
der and gazing soulfully into his eyes,
“‘there are only three duplicates.” “‘Great
Scott!” he gasped. “I was figuring on 20
at least to sell. How shall we got throuch
the year?” Then they both realized as
never before that marriage was a lottery.
— Boston Herald.

The mere accumulation of knowledge,
though very valuable, is not the principal
end of education. The mental discipline,
the quickening and developing of the in-
tellectual perceptions and powers, and the
ability to *‘think straight and see clear,”
are worth far more to a man or woman in
the actual work of life than the mere ac-
cumulation of fact. To understand princi-
ples and know how to apply them is far
better than to have the mind stored with
facts, a large proportion of which, though
of interest in themselves, will never be
used—Lractical Farmer.
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Apple Orchards of Michigan.

STEARNS.

L

We believe farmers are making a great
mistake in not planting new orchards, as
the most of the apple orchards of southern
Michigan are past their usefulness and no
sort of treatment would make them profit-
able. Therefore the sooner the farmer real-
izes this and plants a new orchard, the bet-
ter. But, he says, the old one did not pay.
Let us see if we can discover the reason
why it did not pay.

J. W.

THE TROUBLE.

In the first place, in many cases, the
trees were planted and only given care
enough to barely keep them alive, perhaps
for the first few years were cultivated so
they got a”ood wood growth and then
seeded down and allowed to care for them-
selves. Now let us see what the demand
of the tree is, in order to be able to pro-
duce fruit. According to actual tests
made at Cornell University, on a tree of
sufficient size to produce five bushels of
apples, was removed in that amount of
fruit, in round numbers, eleven pounds of
nitrogen, nearly one pound of phosphoric
acid, and sixteen pounds of potash. And
the leaves of a tree large enough to pro-
duce the above amount of apples would
contain ten pounds of nitrogen, about three
pounds of phosphoric acid and twenty-six
pounds of potash.. On this basis it is found
that in twenty years an acre of apple orch-
ard would require-187 worth of plant food
more than for wheat for the same length of
time. Now, no farmer on the best of land,
would expect even a fair crop of wheat for
even three years, without a liberal applica-
tion of fertilizer. Yet, how rarely do we
see the apple -orchard treated to any sort
of plant food1 Does not this point to one
of the great reasons for the non-production
of the apple orchards?

While | do not believe it would pay to
depend on trying to renew the
old and debilitated orchards of southern
and central Michigan, | would select the
best part of it and so treat it, to try and
make it produce a supply until 1 could
grow a young orchard. 1 would do that
by the following treatment.

THE REMEDY.

In the first place, give it what would be
called a pretty severe pruning, cutting out
any low branches that would prevent the
team going under the tree with the

plow, and thinning out and heading
back other branches sufficient to
give all the vitality possible to

what is left of top of tree. Then as soon
as ground was in condition would plow the
orchard® but no deeper than was necessary
to do a good job. You will cut some roots
then, but have no fear, you will do much
more good than harm. After plowing,
give thorough surface cultivation up to
first of August.

In the fall or winter, give the orchard a
liberal dressing of fertilizers. If soil is
clayey | would use some barnyard manure.
But 1 believe most orchards are suffering
for want of potash, and this is best sup-
plied by a good application of unleached
wood ashes. 1 am frequently asked if
wood ashes are very good? Yes, | think
them valuable, but would rather have one
bushel of unleached ashes than ten of
leached.

I am shipping this week two car loads
of ashes from Kalamazoo to South Haven
to be used there on my fruit farm. Many
of these ashes were bought of farmers for
less than 2 cents per bushel when | consider
every bushel worth to them from 20 to 25
cents for most any crop they raise. Is it
any wonder that the farmer cries hard
times? | will in my next give some furth-
er reasons for the failure of apple orchards.

Kalamazoo.

Clover.

I. N. COWDREY.

On our farm we prefer to wait until
about the last of March to sow the seed.
We want a still cold morning when the
ground is frozen so that it is well cracked
open, so the seed will fall down into the
cracks and then when it thaws it will be
well covered up. On sandy or gravelly
soil it might be the ground will bear going
on with ateam and after sowing run a
smoothing harrow over to cover the seed,
at the same time the dragging will do the
wheat some good. After the wheat is cut
and before the weeds begin to ripen, | like
to run over it with a mowing machine.
This gets rid of all stubbles in the next
year's hay crop, Kills all the weed seed and
thickens the clover by causing it to branch
out where cut off. The weeds, stubble and
young clover that are cut off, fall down
and form a mulch that will protect the
young clover during the following winter.

| don't want» to pasture the young clover
under any circumstances. It needs all the
encouragement you can give it, and past-
uring often isthe cause of an entire failure.
If the fall is favorable to growth, it may

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

need a second clipping, for if too large it
will make a hiding place for ground mice
that will cut roads all through the clover,
ruining a large portion of it. It is a good
plan to notice wnere the weak spots are in
the cloverfield, and any time after wheat
harvest draw some manure and spread it
evenlv over such spots, and the clover will
soon be up with the rest.. Clover should be
cut for hay when it isin full bloom, and
not wait for the heads to begin to turn
brown. Clover cut when in full bloom and
properly cured is almost a perfect feed,
and does not require nearly so much grain
to feed with it, as it does when left stand-
ing too long. Clover can be put in the
mow quite green, provided there is no
moisture on it aside from what is naturally
in the stalk, It should be free from dew
and rain water, reasonably well cured out,
drawn and put in a tisrht barn, and then all
windows and places of ventilation closed
for some time.

In this way it acts somewhat on the prin-
ciple of the silo. 1 used to, when unload-
ing hay, when | came to a forkful that I
thought was a little too green, put it next
to the wall or on a scaffold to keep it from
spoiling. 1 now do right the reverse—put
right in the middle of the mow and tramp
it down well. Remember this won't do if
you draw in too late at night, or to early
in the morning. If this is done your hay
will surely spoil. If properly done you
will have hay that is good for all kinds of
stock. After you raise it feed it out on
the farm and don't sell it, for nothing will
make a farmer become poor faster than to
sell his clover hay. Every time you sell a
ton of clover hay you dispose of over nine
dollars worth of fertility. Clover hay usu-
ally sells from $5 to $7 per ton; so it is
easy to see just how rich you are getting
when selling it.

| forgot to say that 1 sow as nearly as |
can, one bushel of clover seed to five acres
of ground. | always sow the common
June clover. 1 never mix any timothy
seed with it, but sow it clear. 1 don't
want any timothy on my farm.

Ithaca.

[Tbe above should have betn published In last issue
but was crowded out.]

Cost of State Government.

The vast increase in expenses of govern-
ing certain states is astonishing. Coupled
with unjust taxation, this extravagance is
pressing an increasingly heavy burden upon
farms and homes. We are collecting offi-
cial data that more than confirmsour strict-
ures. In Connecticut, state expenses have
increased ten fold since 1860, while neither
population nor taxed wealth has doubted/
Massachusetts pays out seven times as
much each year as it cost to run her gov-
ernment before the war, while her popula-
tion has only doubled and her taxed wealth
trebled. Maine's population has been al-
most stationary and her grand list has only
doubled while her state expenditures have
increased three-fold. Michigan is an en-
terprising commonwealth and in the face
of development since the war, an appar-
ently abnormal increase in state expendi-
tures might be justifiable. But Michigan's
state expenses are now only five times
greater than in 1860, while taxed property
Is eight times larger and population has
trebled. The administration of Maryland
costs almost double what it did before the
war, but her taxed property has increased
even more and her population has gained
two-thirds. This snows a fair degree of
economy in Michigan and Maryland, and
a minimum of tax dodging in those states
compared to Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut, where evasion of taxes by holders of
personal property has become a fine art.
We fear that Illinois, New York and New
Jersey will make an even worse exhibit
than southern New England, while our re-
turns for the other states will be awaited
with keen interest. In Wisconsin, taxed
wealth and population have increased fast-
er than state expenditures, but lowa makes
a far worse showing, as will be seen from
our detailed statement next week. Certain-
ly the time has come to call a halt! Cut
down expenses. Reduce the number antl
pay of public officials 33 per cent. In-
comes from farms, from investments, from
labor, imperatively demand the most rigid
economy.— Orange Judd Farmer.

A Commendable Work.

Among the many hundreds who were
graduated from the high schools of Michi-
gan last summer there was a young man
who had an idea. This may not seem at first
thought very remarkable. High school
graduates usually do have ideas in large
numbers. But the peculiarity of this idea
was that it was practicable. The young
man in question lived ina farming com-
munity to which he returned after finish-
ing school, and foundthat there were others
wno, like himself, were not willing that all
mental advancement should end with
school days. It was no great trouble to
join together into a club which should in-
clude old and young, and this is what was
done. The homes of different members
made excellent places for the meetings,
which were held fortnightly. The club is

now well-under way and promises a lono-
as well as useful career

It was our good fortuneto be at one of
the meetings not long ago and we feel that
the work can not be too highly commend-
ed. The first subject on the program was
"grammar,"” about which there was an
essay by a pupil from the district school,
brief to be sure, but it bore the stamp of
originality and was suggestive of future
promise. The discussion that followed
showed that each had something worth
saying, though a few were still frightened
by the sound of their own voices. "Arith-
metic" followed, then a lively "question
box," closing with an old fashioned "spell-
ing down."

The programs will of course be varied
greatly during the year. The natural sci-
ences, geography, history, literature, and
current events affordan inexhaustible list
of interesting subjects.  Teachers and
others interested in educational work may
also be easily obtained to enliven the
meetings by an occasional lecture or talk
upon some attractive subject, and at no
distant day the club can have a small li-
brary of its own.

The same community has its farmers'
club and Grange, but this club reaches the
whole family and supplies a want which
the others cannot. We can hardly suppose
there are not other clubs of the kind,
though we have never heard of one just
like this. There are clubs without number,
but they are usually beyond the younger
people, and are not such as interest old and
young alike. Here parents and grandpar-
ents too can join with the boys and girls
without loss of dignity, and find that the
little heads sometimes give them ideas
worth having.

There may be a few such clubs but there
are not many. Michigan has room for a
thousand of them. The country might
have twenty times that many and would be
the better for it. The communities in this
state that have not material enough for
such a club are rare. But practical peo-
ple are needed to set them going. There is
no place for those high school graduates
who sit down and think about the great
things they are going to do. F. D. W.

Direct and Indirect Taxation.

The farmers are manifesting more than
usual interest in the subject of taxation,
realizing as they do that in every state the
average farmer is unfairly burdened. For
wealthy corporations, and individuals
owning stocks, bonds, notes and mortgages
there seems to be avenues of escape from
this burden, or at least part of it. For the
farmer, whose all is invested in land, tools
and stock, there is no escape. His proper-
ty is on the list for taxation—there every
year.

Organized persistent efforts, will enable
us to close some of the avenues through
which much property escapes its fair share
of this burden. If we neglect to use the
means within our reach and under our own
control, organized capital will continue to
dominate those who make and execute the
law, and no relief will be extended to the
farmers.

Taxes levied indirectly seem to be less
objectionable to the people. One form of
indirect taxation is by duties imposed up-
on the products imported from foreign
countries. There is no general objection
to this form of taxation, but radical differ-
ences exist as to the manner of imposing
such taxes. Itis earnestly advocated by some
of our people, that these duties shall be im-
posed for the sole purpose of raising rev-
enue; others with equal earnestness, urge
that these duties be so imposed as to serve
a two-fold purpose, viz: that of raising
revenue, and also for the purpose of en-
couraging and protecting home industries.

We must remember that there are differ-
ences of opinion upon these questions; and
honest discussions will tend to the enlight-
enment, but bitter partisan controversy
will only darken the intellect. We are too
apt to assume that the right is the side es-
poused by our party, and blindly follow
wherever we are led. | hope that under
the good influence of the Grange we shall
try to find out what is right, rather than
accept the dictum of party without ques-
tion. | think that we can and should,
agree that when any policy is adopted,
it shall apply to all classes and interests.

If labor must be protected in manufac-
turing interests then equal protection should
be extended to those who work upon the
farms and in the mines. If the manufac-
turer of cloth and leather is protected, so
also should the men be who produce wool
and hides. If the farmer must meet free
competition, so, too, should the manufactur-
er. If a policy is thus equally applied to
all industries, we shall soon be able to de-
cide what is best for the great body of our
people. Theories may answer for the theo-
rist, but practical results will alone satisfy
the masses.—J. H. Brig ham.

Interest the boys in improved stock.
Give them a pedigree colt, calf or pig and
they will show you how to make live stock
pay. It will keep them on the farm too.
— Western Agriculturist.
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Report of Steward.

Worthy Master and Members of
gan State Grange:

Again the calendar of years has added
one to its number and we meet to renew
our acquaintance and render an account of
our stewardship.

The history of the past year has taught
us who reside in the northern counties, at
least, to put our trust in God; to nurture
hope in darkest hours; that we must dis-
pense charity to the needy, and act with
strict fidelity to all.

Though we have had an untoward season,,
yet our barns are reasonably well filled.
Our potato bins are crowded and our pock-
et books are empty, yet we make no com-

laints of Hicks or of the administration,,

ut strive to Igarn lessons from the past
that will guide us to better results in the
future.

The four Granges in Kalkaska county
are not as strong in membership asformer-
ly but were never in better working order.
We recruit our members mostly from the
young, and find that from them we obtain
the most lasting benefits. The indiscrimi-
nate opening of the gates to all who can be
induced to enter, has not worked well with
us in the past. The principles of buying
together and selling together have, | an*
sorry to say, been mostly lost sight of.

The educational features of the Grange
are felt almost everywhere. At our farm-
ers' institute held last month, it was ob-
served that all Patrons appointed work re-
sponded to the call, and that most of the
volunteer speakers were Patrons.

Our school meetings and caucuses feel
the influence of the Grange. A business,
man remarked not long since, "We know
the neighborhoods where the Granges are
located by the conduct and appearance of
the young people on our streets."

One great lesson learned from our farmy,
and crops the past season has been to em-
phasize that "what we do we should strive
to do well." GEO. L. cARLISLE.

Michi-

Farm, Stock, and Home has repeatedly-
shown that when prices are low, when ag-
riculture is depressed, when itis mo6t diffi-
cult to make money on the farm, is wheni
agricultural education is most needed. At
such times farm schools, dairy schools®
farmers' institutes, and good, practical
farm papers should be most patronized-
The farm paper that is worthy of the name
is constantly laying before the farmer»
thoughts, suggestions, and directions that
he needs most when the pressure upon him
is severest. If properly utilized, there is.(
contained in every number of the Far\a+ \
Stock, and llome several items each one of")
which is worth more than the cost of a,
whole year's subscription. "1 can't afford,
to take a farm paper" is an expression
most out of place when the difficulty of
making both ends meet on the farm is.
greatest.—Farm, Stock, and Home.

Notwithstanding the factthat machinery
has been introduced that does away with
much of the hard labor that was performed
on the farm by hand a few years since, la-
borers seem to grow scarcer year by year,,
and at times it is very difficult for the
farmer to command all the help needed to
push forward his work in busy seasons;;
and it is skilled farm laborers that are-
needed. The man who doesn't possess,
enough intelligence to hitch up to and op-

"erate most any sort of farm machinery
isn't wanted any longer on most farms. In
looking for a good hand, the farmer now
counts skill worth as much as muscle. He
knows, from sad experience, that in un-
skilled hands a machine will, in all proba-
bility, suffer injury and damage far beyond
the amount of wages paid, and he strives
to steer clear of this sort of unprofitable
labor.—Agricultural Epitomist.

The Wool Business.

One of the encouraging features in the
Chicago wool market is the removal of
Messrs. Silberman Bros, from their pres-
ent location at 208-14 Michigan St., to»
122-8 Michigan St., at the corner of La-
Salle avenue. This building contains some
of the best wool lofts in the cfty. Three
good sized commission houses vacate it and
Messrs. Silberman Bros, take possession
and will occupy thee entire space hereto-
fore used by the three—the 7 story build-
ing. Their large business requires them to
seek larger quarters. They are anticipat-
ing plenty of consignments during the
coming: season.

STATE OF OHIO, CITY OF TOLEDO, ;,
LUCAS COUNTY 0SS
Frank J. Cheney makes oath that he is the
senior partner of the firm of F. J. CHENEY"
& CO., doing business in the City of Toledo..
County and State aforesaid, and that said tirm
will pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLr-
L ARS for each and every case of Catarrh that:,
cannot be cared by the use of HALLS CATARBBK
CURE. FRANK. J. CHENEY.
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my
presence, 6th day of December, A. D. 1886.
, W. A. GLEASON,
iSEAL f Notary Public.
Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally and act»
directly on the blood and mucous surfaces off
the system. Send for testimonials, free.
F.J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Ol

IEP~Sold by druggists. 75c.



