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A Rejoinder.

Epitor Grance Visrror: | have read
the papers written by Brothers Bowers and
Woodman and published in the Visitor. |
think Brother Bowers will bear me out in
the statement that we are intimate personal
friends. Both of us have belonged to our
Grange since its reorganization. Both of
us have held several offices in the
and we are about the only members who
never have declined an office. (I mention
this as a test of loyalty.) We do not agree
on all questions which come up in our
Grange. We frequently cross swords and

I think I can safely say that both of us are |

well skilled inthe art of gracefully sub-
mitting to defeat. Brother Bowers is a
very enthusiastic advocate of free silver,
while I am opposed to it. Shortly after
the last'meeting of the State Grange Bro.
Bowers offered a resolution in our Grange
approving the action of the State Grange.
Those who did not favor the resolution did
not wish to vote to censure the State
Grange, neither could they approve of all
of its work, in fact we were very sorry that
such a resolution had heen offered. But
Brother Bowers never tires, and we were
compelled to act. We finally succeeded in
tabling the resolution and there it rests to
this day. The fact that we succeeded in
tabling the resolution indicates there is a
sentiment in our Grange opposed to free
silver. Now that the matter has come up
as it bas I will ask Brother Bowers through
the VIsIToOR to call up his resolution at no
distant date and report the action of our
Grange to the Visitor,

Brother B. and Brother W. direct their
remarks to me and I will notice a few of
ther points. Brother B. estimates that
-eight-tenths of our people have free silver
sentiments. Brother W. estimates the
number at nine-tenths. 1 think they have
estimated our strength four hundred per
cent too low. Allowing their estimates to
be correct they confess a great weakness in
their ranks. Do they pretend to say that
one sound currency man can disconcert and
overturn the plans of nine silver men, and
that too in a country where we have a free
ballot and a fair count? We claim no such
superior ability as you eredit us with. Nu-
merically we are as strong as you are and
the reason why we send you down to de-
feat year after year lies in the fact that we
have the right side of the question. This
currency agitation which has gone on for
twenty years is barren of results and still
you have claimed all the time that you have
a large majority of the people with you. I
think I desire better prices for farm prod-
ucts as much as my Brother W, still [ am
opposed to advancing prices by cheapening
the currency either by reducing the weight
of the gold dollar or by changing the husi-
ness of the country to a silver basis. If
we advance prices by cheapening the cur-
rency where will it end? The man who
wants the price of wheat raised to one dol-
lar this year, will want it raised to two
next, and so.
ening the currency we may Just as well

ave five dollars per bushel for our wheat | 4 X !
have fi ! | the discussions, the ladies

as one. If we propose to work on that
plan we had better adopt the advice of the
advice of the old lady in the story, **While
you're gittin’, git a plenty.”

who are good street orators. They will

stop you on the street and hegin to fire |

their “‘unanswerable” arguments at you,
and if you are imprudent enough to get

reinforced by a crowd of their sympathiz-

ers who will applaud their witticisms and |

make the air ring with their loud guffaws,
and, if you happen to be a man whose time
is worth anything you must finally turn
your back on them for they will never turn
their backs on vou. With regard to taxes,
I accept Gov. Rich’s explanation of the sit.
uation. to
the inevitable without complaining. :
O. A. VANDERBILT,
Batavin.

A
Antrim county Grange institute will be helq
at the town hall in Alden, on Friday and Satur-
day, March 20 and 21, 1896. A. E. Palmer, con-
ductor.

Hudson Center Grange—30 charter members—
all good people—born evvening of February 26,

Grange | act, wi ;
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| ory, our hearts
| her bereaved family in their hour of deep af-

| met in regular session March 5.

If we raise prices hy cheap- |

The free sil-
ver party has a large number of followers |

standing there was

into a discussion with them they are soon | :
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| Rev. W. Hubble; poem of
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| Hastings,

| Grange; a closing song by the choir.

Grange Neuws.

BURR OAK GRANGE NO. 203.
Our late sister, Mrs. Huldah H. Dexter. was a

! lovely woman and we thonght worthy of more
than

4 passing notice. Our Grange passed a
resolution expressing how deeply we feel the loss
of one who endeared herself to all with whom she
came in contact, who was earnestly appreciative

And while we drop the silent tear to her mem-
go out in love and sympathy to

fliction. Con.

WOMAN'S WORK.

The Grange is a good school for women; all
branches are taught, especially domestic econ-
omy. What a triumph of the culinary art is the
average Grange feast! Fraternity Grange No.
52 has just taken a class of thirteen through the
beautiful initiation service of the first four de-
grees of the Order.
six sisters are among the staunchest of Washte-
naw’s farmers. March 10th we had a paper by
Bro. Gorton,
grass seed.” A failure of clover means much on
the wrong side of the ledger.
clover seed in hull the best method to withstand
drought but too expensive to be practical.
Bro. Elton Sanderson told what
could make to bring in better returns. Thought
dairying the most profitable. A discussion of
both topics showed the best method for one soil
and season might fail in other conditions.

EMMA A. CAMPBELL.

GRATTAN GRANGE NO. 170

Our meeting
proved to be a very interesting one. The topics
discussed were “High salaries for officials and
low prices for farm produce.” §Conclusion -was
that our taxes have become unreasonably high

on account of high salaried officers with their '
BrarEN

essential
to run our government and make our
laws that we thought the time had come to call
for a halt. Justice demands that the govern-
ment of state and nation should be run as eco-
nomically as any other business. and that un-
neccessary expenses should be considered as rob-
bery of the people who pay the taxes. We also
thought farm produce too low in proportion to
meet the demands of our lawmakers in payment
of taxes. As our members were not all present
we will discuss this topic again. We think our
public seryants need a little more of our watch-
ful care than we have been giving them. We
are searching the records and taking notes.
Something has got to be done.

inmumerable attaches that seem “so
nowadays

AUNT KATE.

WHITE OAK GRANGE NO. 241

is neither dead nor sleeping, but is doing her
best to _keep pace with the times. The young
people have organized a reading circle and they
hold weekly meetings which I assure you are
very interesting and profitable. The Grange
elected for their W. M. a stirring young man,
Mr. S. A. Proctor, and his estimable wife is sec-
retary. The rest of the officers are those who
are adapted for the offices they occupy. We
have made several very useful improvements
both on the interior and exterior. The stairs
have been moved from the inside to the outside
with a covering. which makes room for one
more team under the hall, thus adding to the
comfort ot one more team, and making room
for about ten teams under cover, A new stove
has been purchased this winter, and some new
lamps and other improvements which were very
much needed. The Farmers’ Institute which
was held in the Dansville M. E. church, on Jan-
uary 30 and 31, was well attended by members
of the Grange, and many took anactive part in
taking very much in-
terest in the lecture on butter-making, and in
the woman’s work condncted by Mrs. Mayo.

INGHAM POMONA.

The Ingham County Pomona Grange was held
with the White Oak
Friday, February 27 and 28. The weather was
fine but the roads were very muddy. Notwith-
a large attendance. The
Thursday evening session was opened by prayer
The literary exercises were
opened by the Young People’s Reading Circle,
in honor of Henry W. Longfellow. An address,

| A Trip South: Battle Field, and People, by J. T.

Campbell, of Mason.
Felt Grange.

Solo by Clyde Woodland,
Friday morning: Song, prayer by
welcome, Mrs. " Philo
response by Master
Ingham County Pomona Grange; paper, Wm. T.
Webb, Williamston Grange: essay, ‘““What
Should Interest a Farmer?’ Mrs. Amos Law-
Grange; solo, Miss May
White Oak Grange; ““The Grange,
why is it, and whatis it?” E. H. Angell, Felts
Grange; song; dinner. Afternoon: Recitation,

| Roy McCreary, Bunker Hill Grange; paper, Geo.

Heck, Capital Grange; solo, Miss May Grimes
and Miss Lottie Post. White Oak Grange; Cen-
sus Enumerating, J. W. Gifford, White Oak
For dinner
about 100 sat down to a well filled table. The
next Pomona Grange will be held with the Felts
Grange. Aud why not join the Grange? Every
farmer should join some kind of a farm organi-
zation.

| @50l house without them.

| £ it, except that it
| & e county clerk. But the

|

|

VAN BUREN COUNTY GRANGE

hald a meeting with Bangor Grange, Thursdavy.
FED. 27. The morning session was taken up
With a business session. The program for the
afternoon was as follows: Paper, “‘Does success

| i life depend more on one’s exertions that on

| plause: talk.

gor.

These seven brothers and

“Best time and method of sowing |

Thought sowing |

changes we |

| GRANGE VISITOR.

Grange on Thursday and |

|

"i?‘fhmsran('es?" Miss Belle Crawford. Lawrence:
reCitation, Miss Grace Barnes, Lawrence: paper,
“*Should salaries be reduced to meet present con.
d**ion?” M. D. Buskirk, Paw Paw: recitation,
Mys. Iona Charles, Bangor, cansed munch ap-
X “Where are we at”” A. U. Haydon,
ilton: orginal poem, Bro. Teitsworth, Ban
The last on the program was a talk on
"_Questlons of the times,” led by E,. A. Wildey of
aw Paw. Bangor Grange choir furnished
masic for the day. Seventy-four patrons were
Tesent, and voted it one of the most profitable
and pleasant meetings the Pomona ever held.

,: JENNIE BUSKIRK. Sec.

HOMER GRANGE NO 200
W8ets once in three weeks.
#8 Saturday 15th. The hall was well filled and
Bre was some good, lively discussion. Brother
Bannell's topic on the program was ‘‘The need
our schools.” Among other good things he
ke of the desire to instill into the minds of
# young patriotic sentiment, loye of country.
thought wise laws enacted and enforced
uld do more, than' to hang a flag over the
There was a spirit-
ed discussion which resulted in a motion that
“the state school house flag law should be re-
ed.” Another topic was the state marriage
licénse law. One said, ‘‘no benefit has resulted
was a source of revenue
heavy gunestion of
all was the salaries of public officials. It was
pi@inly seen that these old farmers were too dull
0 See the justice of the fees charged by salaried
offieials, for the discussion wound up with, ‘‘Re-
salved that the state and county officials be al
lowed a salary and no perquisites:” The discns-
£330 is carried over to the next meeting., how-
¢¥er, and light may be gained on the subject.
]?,'ﬁaere is none, the ahove resolution will be sent
o o' a!”\.c-mnrial to the next State Grange.
- A f Saenenany

CLINTON COUNTY POMONA GRANGE.
met with Sonth Riley Grange Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 1896. The day was almost like sum-
mer and the roads were passably fair. The at-
tendance was large. A dinner such as all pat-
roos have learned to look for at South Riley
was served, to which the huongry Grangers did
justice. Brother Elmer Love a young member
of South Riley welcomed Pomona. .Jerome
Dills responded. South Riley Grange furnished
music and songs whenever called upon. After
the usual order of business, recitations, songs,
selections and discussions were listened to with
marked attention. The little folks took no
small part in the entertainment. Little Helen
Dills, Master Gerry Dills and five-year-old Earl
Lewis gave recitations which commanded
much praise. Unequal and urjust taxation as
well as the temperance question were pretty
well discussed. At the close of the afternoon
session (Grange was called in the ffth degree.
A bountiful supper was served after which the
young people gaye an entertainment. The at.
tendance is reported large and all report a good
time and a profitable meeting throughout. The
next meeting of Clinton county Pomona Grange
will be at Keystone, March 25, 1896.
MRgs. C. L. PEARCE, Lecturer.

P.S. Just a word in regard to my own home
Grange at DeWitt. We are prospering as usual,
about 70 members having paid dues and re-
ceived the new word. We had one of the
grandest Grange suppers at our hall, last meet-
ing, February 22, that DeWitt Grange has wit.-
nessed in a long time. About 100 people were
served with delicious oysters and every other
delicacy to be thought of. If any went away
hungry it was their own fault, for there was
pienty and to spare. Why don’t more Granges
in Michigan send in items concerning their
Grange work ¥ And dori’t fail to appoint a good
live member to solicit subscriptions for the
Y ours for the work.
MRs. C. L PEARCE, Lecturer.

ATWOOD GRANGE NO. 691

is yet among the living and eujoying good
health. We meet on Satarday afternoon every
two weeks. The weather was cold and stormy
at our last meeting, yet the attendance was
good and we had a very interesting meeting,
Brother E. B. Ward, Deputy for Charlevoix
county, was with us and gave us a lecture on
butter making and tested a number of samples
of milk with a Babcock tester. Also exempli-
fied the unwritten work. )
Eastport Grange were with us. After the busi-
ness part of the meeting a short program was
rendered and some spirited discussions followed,
After a bountiful supper the meeting closed, all
going home better Grangers than when we
came. A new Grange was organized in our
county (Antrim) a few weeks ago, and a good
prospect for two more, and perhaps four, in the
near future, and a Pomana Grange will be or-
ganized next month, There never was a great
loss without some small gain; the hard times
are awakening the farmers,
THEODORE GUYER

Butler Grange No. 88 has added 21 new and ¢
reinstated members in the last six weeks. We
DOW have a membership of 131, a new hall,
and money enough ic the treasury to pay all
our debts. M. L. E.

| a gem in the crown of

A NOTE OF SYMPATIY.
Brother and Sister Mr. and Mrs. Levi Fellows:

“ Olive Center Grange desires to join with you in

Sympathy and in mourning the loss of your dar-
ling baby. We also wish to comfort you by ex-
tending that fraternal love which is most need-
ed when that omnipotent and all wise power
covets the spirit of an innocent babe to place as
glory. Fraternally,

{ Olive Center Grange.

W. D. PIERCE, Secretacy,

BRANCH COUNTY POMONA GRANGE

met with Girard Grange February 20. After

short 5th and 4th degree sessions and a good

| dinper the public were admitted and the follow-

The last meeting | ¢ = = =
{ Thos. Sinclair, G. anauken,

|

|
|
|
|
1
l
|
|
|
|

Ing program carried out: ‘Does feeding cattle
for market pay under present conditions?” D,
D. Buell; “My hobby,” Mary Craig. This paper
will be sent to the VISITOR for publication. «]

| didn’t know it was there,” recitation by Ray

Dean; “Is there a just cause for the reduction
of the salaries of public officials ?” discusseq by
and E, A. Greene-
“In what does equality of sex consist "
A, Chase; recitation, Miss Wiggins.

meyer.
Mrs. H.

GRATIOT POMONA.

The roads were bad, could hardly have been
worse, still the meeting of Pomona held Febru-
ary 29, with Liberty Grange at North Star, was
the largest in the history of our county organi-
zation. Every Grange in the county was repre-
sented. The program for the afternoon consist-
ed of papers and discussions, while the evening
exercises conducted by the Lecturer of Liberty
Grange was very entertaining and the Grange
hall was packed. At the business session it
was resolved to have an August farmers’ picnic
with special invitation to farmers’ clubs. The
executive committee and Deputy Bovee were
instructed to name time, place, and to procure
speakers. The next meeting of Pomona will
be held with Arcada Grange, May 23,

E. FRANKLIN.

The March meeting of IIiltadale Pomona was
held on ifie 5ta with adams Grange. 2 fves. sl
usual Grange business the forenoun was spent
in discussing the GRANGE VISITOR, its circula-
tion and needs, and the Lubin proposition. The
afternoon was wholly given up to the Worthy
Lecturer. Brother Moore, our Worthy Master,
read a fine paper on ‘‘Is there a just cause
for the reduction of fees and salaries of public
officials ?”  He contrasted our custom of paying
bigh salaries to our congressmen with that of
Great Britain which pays none to its members
of parliament, whose services are considered
but a just tribute of patrietism. We were pay-
Ing a premium on wealth which was used to
carry on the campaign and buy votes, ending in
the constituents being sold out. We could not
expect congressmen to voluntarily make laws
to reduce their own salaries. We are responsi-
ble. We should lay aside party and vote for
men who care for our interest. We cannot ex-
pect good legislation from lawyers; lawyers and
brains don't always g0 together. There are
plenty of farmers who are capable of [illing the
office. We should ask for our rights and de-
mand them.

Bro. VanOrsaale, “There is but one side to
this question. Heaven is always on oune side,
salaries should be reduced.

Sister Hanker: “God helps those who help
themselyes. There is a class who are not al-
lowed to vote,but the silent partner has an in-
fluence.”

Brother Edwards: *“Chicago is going to re-
duce her school expensesone-third. so is Detroit,
We should reform in this respect.”

Sister Bowditeh: “Public wrongs should be
corrected at the primaries—party spirit should
be laid asid=. A lawyer has been sent to in-
vestigate our agricultural school at Lansing. It
is an imposition. While this subject was being
discussed and on naming our Worthy State
Master, George B. Hortou, as our coming gov-
ernor, the Republican “rascals” cheered. [f Po-
mona could settle it there would be no doubt as
to who would be our next governor. Perhaps

| the most interesting of the exercises of the day

| cne get in debt to make money ?”

VanOrsdale on “Must
3ut I have

was an address by Bro.

| now exceeded three hundred words, but will
| say the proposition turned on finance and pres-

| that of France and .

Several members of

ent condition of the United States as compared
to that of ancient Rome, and contrasted with
apan.

Sister Hunker read a paper on Immigration,
which will be farther discussed at our next
meeting which is to be held with Moscow

| Grange on the first Thursday in April,

Wy, KIrBy.

EGYPT COMES TO OUR RELIEF

She sends us Teosinte. the greatest fodder pro-
ducing plant in the world. On her fertile soil it
yields 6 00,000 1bs. green food peracre. We grow
all our seed in America, so it is acclimated It's
maryelously wonderful! And Salzer's Sand
Vetch and American Sacaline, Giant Spurry and
Giant Incarnate Clover, Silyer King Barley, 116
bu. per acre, Silver Mine oats, 209 bu. and a

great many other rarities are offered in our mam-
moth seed catalogue. 35 packages earliest veg-
itables $1.00.

If you will cut this out and send it with 10c.
postage to the Sohn A. Salzer Seed Co., La Crosse,
Wis., you will receive their catalogue and ten
packages grain and grasses, including Teosinte,
free. Catalogue alone jc.
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Cooperation.
At State Grange 1895.

J. W. Hutchings, chairman of commit-
tee on cooperation, presented the following
report, which was acted upon in sections:

Worthy Master and members of the State
Grange:

Your committee on cooperation would
submit the following report:

The resolution offered by Whitford
Milliman of Kalamazoo county, asking for
a study by the executive committee of
the plan of cooperative purchasing known
as the "Labor Exchange," would ask that
the same be referred to the executive com-
mittee. Resolution so referred.

Resolution of Henry Stockwell, of Alle-
gan county, in regard to burial caskets,
is referred back to the Grange without
recommendation. Resolution laid upon
the table.

In regard to the general principle of co-
operation we present the following:

The present isan age of combination.
Wealth combines, and greater production
and greater profits result. With increased
capital, conies increased power; the rights
of laborer and producer are forgotten.

Labor organizes and demands an honest
share in the results of its toil, meeting
combinations with combination. But what
of the farmer who produces raw material
for the manufacturer, and the food supply
for all'. His isolated life makes organiza-
tion difficult; the conditions of his busi-
ness are such that combination of capital
into great corporations is impossible. He
cannot fix even the price of the products
of his farm. Hemmed in by the cost of
production on the one hand and the con-
stantly decreasing prices of his staple prod-
ucts on the other, standing room for him-
self and family is difficultto find. What
opportunity for escape has he'( We be-
lieve his best chance and brightest hope is
in cooperation with others whose interests
are similar to his own. This principle
may be applied in many ways; socially,
intellectually, financially, fleeting togeth-
er, talking together buying and selling to-
gether. It is- the corner stone of the
Orange structure, the creed of its taith, its
hope for the future. The social features
of the Order have from the first been of
the highest value to its members; the op-
portunities for mental growth have con-
stantly improved with the years until now,
with the Farm Home Reading Circle to
. give him needed .scientific and technical
knowledge, and traveling libraries com-
posed of the latest and best in history and
literature in the Grange hall, the farmer,
if ignorant remains so from choice and not
from necessity.

But in these days of decreased values
and small incomes, the application of the
principle of cooperation to the purchase of
farm and family supplies *is most emphati-
cally demanded. In line with this demand
the State Grange of 1894, directed the ex-
ecutive committee to make such arrange-
ments as were necessary to provide for
such trade. Some thirty contracts have
been made, and considerable business has
already been transacted. These contracts
have been provided at considerable ex-
pense of the State Grange, and great cost
in time and anxiety to Worthy Master
Horton, who has had this matter in charge;
and we feel that we cannot express too
strongly upon the Subordinate Granges of
the state their duty to give a faithful trial
of these opportunities offered for purchas-
ing the necessities of our homes and farms
at wholesale prices. You are urged to this
not because of the saving to yourselves,
which often by a single purchase will pay
your Grange dues for a whole year, but
also because of the increase in numbers and
influence which these plans promise to
bring to the Grange in the near future, if
faithfully, patiently, and persistently fol-
lowed. Many who cannot be reached by
social or educational influences, Mill re-
spond to an appeal in favor of the pocket
book, and in the end Aceive great benefit
in other lines. But let it never be for-
gotten that the benefits to be derived from
these contracts are for members of the
Grange and for no others. To extend
them to those outside the gates would de-
feat one of the objects desired—the secur-
ing of new members through this influence ¢
belittle the Order in the eyes of local deal-
ers against whom we claim to make no
war, and show a lack of business tact and
business judgment.

For the further extension of this system
of co-operative purchasing we endorse the
suggestions made by the committee on Co-
operation of the National Grange of 1894,
of which our Worthy Master was chairman
that "the Secretary and Master of each
Subordinate Grange, or secretary and
Chairman of the executive committee, be
elected a trade committee to receive and
forward all orders for goods. To attach
the seal of the Grange to, and sign all or-
ders for goods. To deliver all goods re-
ceived, to collect pay for the same, and re-
mit amounts due on all bills. To keep a
file of all bills for goods, and at the right

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

time report to the Secretary of the State
Grange the aggregate amount of purchases
from each firm during the time specified to
pass between reports. To give a good and
sufficient bond to the executive committee
of the Grange for the faithful performance
of duty.”

In view of the fact that all wealth pro-
ducers have many interests in common, we
would recommend the consideration by the
executive committee of the plan of sending
fraternal delegations to other organizations
of laboring men, and receiving visiting
delegations from such  organizations
by the State Grange, with a view
to a better understanding of the needs
of the working classes along different lines.

But these are not the only lines along
which this principle of co-operation may
be applied. "The man is of more vahife
than the farm,” or these temporalities
which surround him. To elevate the char-
acter is better than to fill the purse. Our
standard is "A purer manhood, a nobler
womanhood, a universal brotherhood."”

Kissed by sunshine, dew, and shower,
Leaping rill and living sod,

Sea and mountain, tree and flower
Lift their faces up to (¢od.

And one common brotherhood
Pulsing through a thousand lands,
Reaches for one common good

With its million, million hands,"

"Through all forms of warring life
One eternal purpose rolls.

And amid all outward strife

Une eternal right controls;

Right, at whose divine command,

Slaves go free and captives fall.

In the strength of those who stand
All for one, and one for all.”

All of which is respectfully submitted,

J. WESXOX HUTCHINGS, A. L. JEFTS,
WHITFORD MILLIMAN, J. 1). FANSLER,
GEO. B. BLISSETT, MRS. M. W. OLDS, MRS.
LOUIE NORTH, MRS. L. A. BIRD.

The Good Roads Movement.

The good roads agitation is bearing
fruit in several states. More or less ad-
mirable laws relating to the management
of roads have lteen enacted during the last
two years and form an interesting bulletin
just issued from the office of road inquiry
of the department of agriculture.

The California bureau of highways es-
tablished this spring consists of three per-
sons appointed for two years at a salary of
83000 per annum each, which seems big
pay inasmuch as its duty is only to gather
statistics and information and to hold a
good roads institute in each county annual-

I Good highways and good waterways,

the people's means of transportation, free
from corporate manipulation, owned and
maintained by the people for their common

|
I
|
J
i

use a<| heritage—this is the prime is&ie
these  present days.—«Orange Judd
Farmer.

Free Delivery of Rural Mail.

. Free delivery in rural districts is a ques-
tion which agitates the public mind to a
considerable extent in many localities and
one which it may not be amiss to. discuss
briefly on this occasion.

While we may congratulate our city
friends who are residents of Benton Harbor
upon the near prospect of having their let-
ters brought to their doors, we are led to
inquire why the distinction is in their fav-
or. Are we who are residents of a farm-
ing community just outside the city's lim-
its entitled to less consideration for that
reason ? Can there be any argument ad-
vanced in favor of the free delivery of
mail matter in towns having a population
equal to or greater than Benton Harbor
other than that of better service at less ex-
penditure than is possible in sparsely set-
tied communities ? This may be the case,
but is the business of the post office de-
partment conducted on the principle that
communities least accessible shall pay
I more for the delivery of their mail ? Every

body knows this is not the case. A letter

or paper or book or any merchandise is
| carried to the farthest limits of Uncle Sam's
j dominions for the same money that is

charged if the distance be but one mile or
| even a less distance.

If the post office were conducted on the
theory that its revenues must pay its ex-
penses at least, the consideration of cost
would be conclusive against free delivery.
But it is well known that quite large ap-
propriations are made annually to pay the
excess of expenditures over the receipts in
the department.

If the people of Alaska, thousands of
miles away, ha”e their mail delivered to
them just as cheaply as the citizens of a
state which is honeycombed with railroads,

j why should not the citizens of Fair Plain
be entitled to free delivery as well as Ben-
| ton Harbor?

The U. S. is almost the only country of
jimportance which fails to complete its
contract by delivering letters to the per-
| son addressed.
In Great Britain or on the European
continent the post office department takes
a letter from tHe pLace of deposit and puts

[ S S W

ly. One energetic, competent man ccrU | it in the hand of the person to whom it is

do all this work quite as well'as thrfeei

Contrast the foregoing with the plan in
thrifty Connecticut, where the three state
highway commissioners receive 88 a day
only while employed. It is their duty to
approve specifications for road improve-
ment and supervise its construction, one
of their number at least being an experi-
enced engineer. One-third of the cost of
all roads built under their supervision shall
be paid by the state, one-third by the town
and one-third by the county. The town
takes the initiative in building good roads,
and the amount of this work in any one
year shall not exceed half of one per cent
of the town's assessed valuation, and the
town must thereafter keep the road in re-
pair. There is no limit to the amount of
money the state may pay for its share of
such good roads, except that not over
$1000 of the state's money shall be expend-
ed in any one town in any one year. Un-
der this law a grand good roads campaign
has been inaugurated.

Massachusets has gone still further and
its system of mile-lengths of model state
road that were built in the various counties
last year, has proven so successful that
this year the highway commission was giv-
en $400,000 for its work. The money is
obtained by the,sale of the state's 4 per
cent thirty-year gold bonds; the state also
furnishessteam rollersfree to certain towns.
It is proposed to add link after link to the
stretches of model road already built, un-
til within a few years a system of state
highways will be completed, when the
counties and towns will unite to improve
the main ways. In both these states stone
is abundant and macadamized roads are
the favorite.

The use of convicts in road building is
becoming more general. In California a
new law provides for rock-crushing plants
to be operated by convicts and appropri-
ates $30,000 for the purpose. In lowa
unused building stone and refuse stone
shall be broken by convicts at the state
penitentiary and shall be furnished free to
the various counties. The excellent roads
built in certain parts of North Carolina by
convicts have led to the continuance of the
system there, which has been very little
opposed. In some sections there is strong
feeling against having convicts work out
on the public roads, but there can be no
opposition to utilizing prison labor in
yards for preparing stone for the making
of good roads. If all the now wasted la-
bor of inmates in prisons and jails, and the
grand army of tramps, were utilized in
building good roads it would be an im-
mense saving to the country and a bless-
ing to the men as well.

i _n 'k V-seiit whether he lives in town,or country,

j Going to the post office for mail is some-
: thing unknown in those old countries.

Why should such a progressive people
| as we linger so far in the rear'. Doubt-
| less in a country like ours the conditions
are different. We have large areas espec-
ially west of us where the people are so
scattered that such delivery of their mail
would be impracticable; but not so with
such contiguous territory as is Fair Plain
to Benton Harbor.

Again we are confronted with the same
old argument "it would cost too much."”
The expense would be too great. It would ?
Who pays the expenses of this government
of ours if not the people? Who are the
people? Who pays the great bulk of the
taxes which support the government in all
its departmentsWho but the people of
the rural districts? Shall we wade
through the mud and snow to get our mail
while our neighbor who has paid less for
the service may sitin his comfortable home
and have his mail delivered at his door?

I am glad the National Grange recently
adopted resolutions urging upon the gov-
ernment the extention of free postal deliv-
ery to rural communities. There can be
no doubt that the resolutions of the Na-
tional Grange express a wide felt want
among the farmers of this country.

The gain to rural districts would be re-
alized in many ways. They would not
only be brought into closer communica-
tions with the outside world, but they
would be saved many long and sometimes
disagreeable drives for their mail. Letters
would be received more promptly—a con-
sideration of importance Dot only to the
recipient, but likewise to the business man,
whose success depends largely upon the
promptness with which their correspond-
ence is conducted.

Farm life would be rendered more at-
tractive to the boys and girls, and fewer
cases of leaving the country for the fever-
ish life of the city would naturally follow.
Nor the country districts be the only gain-
ers. The closer relations between city and
country would result beneficially to the
business interests of both. Improved post-
al facilities in the country as well as the
cities and towns would promote the general
business interests of the whole nation.

The question is can so desirable a work
be accomplished? Ex. P. M. Gen. Wana-
maker believed it could be done. Con-
gress, in 1890, made an appropriation of
$10000 with which to make the experiment
in 40 or 50 villages. The results were
quite satisfactory to Mr. Wanamaker and
he urged extending the experiment at the
rate of a thousand postofficesa year.

I incurred for the benefit of the

j revenue.
J Wanamaker might be attempted with ex-
| eellent results.
| a speedy and radical change in the conduct
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Unfortunately for the country an ad-

| ministration came into power which prac-

tice cutting down the expenses which were
laboring-
classes, as in the case of pensions for old
soldiers, and increasing the expense by is-
suing bonds in the interests of capitalists.

So we have a Hoke Smith and William
Lochren to stive the country at the expense
of the crippled and debilitated defender of
the country, and a Bissel and Wilson who
could see only ruin to our finances if rural
free delivery should be extended.

It is hoped that a more liberal adminis-

| tration may succeed the present one, and
J that notwithstanding the impractibility of

any general free delivery system being
adopted with the present condition of our
Yet the recommendations of Mr.

I"et us earnestly hope for

of the postoffice department of our coun-
try- W. H. W.

Attitude of the German-American
Toward Sunday Excise Laws.

We print the following, because it con-
tains food for thought for those who are
trying to settle the temperance question.

Not in order to satisfy his appetite, but
as a protest against a false and mischiev-
ous moral standard, does the temperate and
liberal-minded American or German op-
pose all extreme legislation regarding the
traffic in alcoholic beverages or the prohi
bition of harmless amusement on Sunday.
He believes, upon the assurance of science
as well as of reason, that the temperate use
of pure stimulants is not only a positive
good, but that it connotes—to use the lo-
gician's phrase—a higher and manlier type
of character than bigoted total abstinence;
and his fundamental principle regarding
Sunday observance is a liberal and enlighC
ened construction of the words of Christ:
"The Sabbath was made for man and not
man for the Sabbath.” Nor does he com-
mand absolute freedom from government-
al control for the liquor traffic, or unbridled
dissipation on Sunday. On the contrary
his support may always be had for ration-
al and even severe restrictions in the inter-
est of sobriety and order, so long as a
great and fundamental difference is made,
in excise legislation, between wines and'
beers on the one hand, and distilled
liquors on the other, and so long as no Sab-
batarian interference with proper enjoy-
ment and recreation is permitted. Not by
indiscriminate and silly denunciation of
the "rum power" or cheap flings at "S'V{i~
day beer,” but by serious and kindly w<fik \
in the direction indicated, is it possible for'
sincere friends of sobriety, and of an order-
ly, attractive, and enjoyable Sunday, to-
check the evils which they are combating;
and in these efforts they will have no sin-
cerer assistance than that of their Ameri-
can fellow-citizens of German birth or ex-
traction.—Mr. Frederick William  Holls,
in the Forum.

Improve the winter days and evenings
by planning for the working season. Note
down your ideas, and when the season for
using them arrives consult the memoran-
da. You will be surprised when you read
your notes. | once read in a work on the
Art of Conversation, "When visiting a
neighbor let him open and shut his gates,
and you can do the same when he visits
you in return,” meaning that you should
listen a good deal when visiting, and not
do much talking. Let the neighbor open
the gates.—Live-Stock Indicator.

While the present outlook for horses is>
not very encouraging to the breeder, there
is bound to come a time, and that not in
the very distant future, when the supply
will have adjusted itself to the business and
will again be put upon a profitable basis.
In the meantime call out all inferior ani-

mals and breed for some special purpose.
-—Agricultural  Fpitomist-
There is money in farming. Those who

imagine there are more "croakers" than
among any other class of producers are
mistaken. There is risk and uncertainty
in all businesses; but there is as great cer-
tainty of success in farming as in any
other business. Farmers have only to fol-
low the principles of good business, and
all will be well,-——Hmnestead-

Deafness Cannot be Cured

by local applications, as they cannot reach the-
diseased portion of the ear. There is only one
way to cure deafness, and that is by constitu-
tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in-
flamed condition of the mucous liniDg of the
Eustachian Tube. When this tube gets in-
flamed you have a rumbling sound or imper-
fect bearing, and when it is entirely closed
deafness is the result, and unless the inflamma-
tion can be taken out and this tube restored to
its normal condition, hearing will be destroyed
foreyer; nine cases out of ten are caused by
catarrh, which is nothing but an inflamed con-
dition of the mucous surfaces.

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any
case of deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot
be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Send for cir-
culars free.

F.J.CHENEY & Co., Toledo, Ohio.
!®~Sold by druggists, 75c.



