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Declaration of Purposes 
Of the Patrons of Husbandry. 

PREAMBLE. 

Profoundly impressed with the truth 
that the National Grange of the United 
States should definitely proclaim to the 
world its general objects, we hereby 
unanimously make this Declaration of 
Purposes of the Patrons of Husbandry: 

GENERAL OBJECTS. 

1. United by the strong and faithful 
tie of agriculture, we mutually resolve to 
labor for the good of our Order, our 
country, and mankind. 

2. We heartily endorse the motto, " I n 
essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; 
in all things, charity." 

SPECIFIC OBJECTS. 

3. We shall endeavor to advance our 
cause by laboring to accomplish the follow-
ing objects: 

To develop a better and higher manhood 
and womanhood among ourselves. To en-
hance the comforts and attractions of our 
homes, and strengthen our attachments to 
our pursuits. To foster mutual under-
standing and co-operation. To maintain 
inviolate our laws, and to emulate each 
other in labor, to hasten the good time 
coming. To reduce our expenses, both in-
dividual and corporate. To buy less and 
produce more, in order to make our farms 
self-sustaining. To diversify our crops, 
and crop no more than we can cultivate. 
To condense the weight of our exports, 
selling less in the bushel and more on hoof 
and in fleece; less in lint, and more in warp 
and woof. To systematize our work, and 
calculate intelligently on probabilities. To 
discountenance the credit system, the mort-
gage system, the fashion system, and every 
other system tending to prodigality and 
bankruptcy. 

We propose meeting together, talking 
together, working together, buying to-
gether, selling together, and, in general, 
acting together for our mutual protection 
and advancement, as occasion may require. 
We shall avoid litigation as much as pos-
sible by arbitration in the Grange. We 
shall constantly strive to secure entire har-
mony, good will, vital brotherhood among 
ourselves, and to make our Order 
perpetual. We shall earnestly endeavor to 
suppress personal, local, sectional, and na-
tional prejudices, all unhealthy rivalry, all 
selfish ambition. Faithful adherence to 
these principles will insure our mental, 
moral, social and material advancement. 

. BUSINESS RELATIONS. 

4. For bur business interests, we de-
sire to bring producers and consumers, 
farmers and manufacturers, into the most 
direct and friendly relations possible. 
Hence we must dispense with a surplus of 
middle-men, not that we are unfriendly to 
them, but we do not need them. We wage 
no aggressive warfare against any other 
interests whatever. On the contrary, all 
our acts and all our efforts, so far as busi-
ness is concerned, are not only for the 
benefit of the producer and consumer, but 
also for all other interests that tend to 
bring these two parties into speedy and 
economical contact. Hence we hold that 
transportation companies of every kind are 
necessary to our success, that their inter-
ests are intimately connected with our in-
terests, and harmonious action is mutually 
advantageous, keeping in view the first 
sentence in our Declaration of Principles 
of action, that "Individual happiness de-
pends upon general prosperity." 

We snail, therefore, advocate for every 
state the increase in every practicable way, 
of all facilities for transporting cheaply to 
the seaboard, or between home producers 
and consumers, all the productions of our 
country. We adopt it as our fixed pur-
pose t9 "open out the channels in nature's 
great arteries, that the life bood of com-
merce may flow freely." 

We are not enemies of railroads, naviga-
ble and irrigating canals, nor of any cor-
poration that will advance our industrial 
interests, nor of any laboring classes. 

In our noble Order there is no commun-
ism, no agrarianism. 

We are opposed to such spirit and man-
agement of any corporation or enterprise 

as tends to oppress the people and rob 
them of their just profits. We are not ene-
mies to capital, but we oppose the tyranny 
of monopolies. We long to see the antag-
onism between labor and capital removed 
by common consent, and by an enlight-
ened statesmanship worthy of the nine-
teenth century. W e are opposed to ex-
cessive salaries, high rates of interest and 
exorbitant per cent profits in trade. They 
greatly increase our burdens, and do not 
bear a proper proportion to the profits of 
producers. We desire only self-protection, 
and the protection of every true interest 
of our land, by legitimate transactions, le-
gitimate trade, and legitimate profits. 

EDUCATION. 

We shall advance the cause of education 
among ourselves, and for our children, by 
all just means within our power. We es-
specially advocate for our agricultural and 
industrial colleges, that practical agricul-
ture, domestic science, and all the arts 
which adorn the home, be taught in their 
courses of study. 

THE GRANGE NOT PARTISAN. 

5. We emphatically and sincerely assert 
the oft-repeated truth taught in our organ-
ic law, that the Grange, "National, State, 
or Subordinate—is not a political or party 
organization. No Grange, if true to its 
obligations, can discuss partisan or secta-
rian questions, nor call political conven-
tions, nor nominate candidates, nor even 
discuss their merits in its meetings. 

Yet the principles we teach underlie all 
true politics, all true statesmanship, and, 
if properly carried out, will tend to purify 
the whole pqlitical atmosphere of our coun-
try. For we seek the greatest good to all. 

We must always bear in. mind that no-
one, by becoming a Patron of Husbandry, 
gives up that inalienable right and duty 
which belongs to every American citizen, 
to take a proper interest in the politics of 
his country. 

On the contrary, it is right for every 
member to do all in his power legitimately 
to influence for good the action of any po-
litical party to which he belongs. I t is his 
duty to do all he can in his own party to 
put down bribery, corruption and trickery; 
to see that none but competent, faithful 
and honest men, who will unflinchingly 
stand by our interests are nominated for 
all positions of trust; and to have carried 
out the principle which should always 
characterize every Patron, that 

THE OFFICE SHOULD SEEK THE MAN, AND 
NOT THE MAN THE OFFICE. 

We acknowledge the broad principle 
that difference ®f opinion is no crime, and 
hold that "progress toward truth is made 
by differences of opinion," while "the 
fault lies in bitterness of controversy." 

We desire a proper equality, equity and 
fairness; protection for the weak; restraint 
upon the strong; in*short, justly distribu-
ted burdens and justly distributed power. 
These are American ideas, the very essence 
of American independence, "and to advo-
cate the contrary is unworthy of the sons 
and daughters of the American republic. 

We cherish the belief that sectionalism 
is, and of right should be, dead and 
buried with the past. Our work is for the 
present and the future. In our agricultu-
ral brotherhood and its purposes, we shall 
recognize no north, no south, no east, no 
west. 

I t is reserved by every Patron, as the 
right of a freeman, to affiliate with any 
party that will best carry out his princi-
ples. 

OUTSIDE CO-OPERATION. 

6. Ours being a peculiarly farmers' in-
stitution, we cannot admit all to our ranks. 

Many are excluded by the nature of our 
organization, not because they are pro-
fessional men, or artisans, or laborers, but 
because they have not a sufficient direct in-
terest in tilling the soil, or may have some 
interest in conflict with our purposes. But 
we appeal to all good citizens for their cor-
dial co-operation to assist in our efforts to-
ward reform, that we may eventually re-
move from our midst the last vestige of 
tyranny and corruption. 

We nail the general desire for fraternal 
harmony, equitable compromises, and 

| earnest co-operation, as 
| {future success. 

CONCLUSION. 
• 

I i 7. I t shall be an abiding principle with 
lis to relieve any of our oppressed and 
suffering brotherhood by anv means at our 
Command. 
£ Last, but not least, we proclaim it among 
our purposes to inculcate a proper appre-
ciation of the abilities and sphere of wom-
W, as is indicated by admitting her to 
membership and position in our Order. 
^ Implor ing the continued assistance of 
<W Divine Master to guide us in our work, 

here pledge ourselves to faithful and 
harmonious labor for all future time, to 
return by our united efforts to the wisdom, 
justice, fraternity and political purity of 
our forefathers. 

an omen of our for the VISITOR. 
The contract for its publication extends 

for another year. The contractors are 
going to get their money, anyhow, and 
now I again appeal to all members of the 
Order especially to make them earn their 
money by increasing the demand for the 
paper. The paper is a good one. It is 
printed in clear, plain type. The adver-
tisements are few. I t contains matters of 
interest to members of the Order and to 
farmers generally that cannot be found in 
any other paper. To one and all 1 again 
appeal. Procure subscribers for the paper. 
In clubs of five or more it will be sent one 
year for forty cents for each subscriber. 
Not one who reads it need do so at a loss. 

Fraternally, 
C . G . L U C E . 

The Liquor Commission. 

SPEAR SIR AND BROTHER: I have given 
t % "b i l l " a hasty perusal and without 
reaching a decided conclusion am not in-
cited to favor it. I t hardly calls for an 
itrfin of information that is not now spread 
out in one form or another before the peo-
pJXof the state. The evil is not restricted 
orjlestroyed through want of information 
in Regard to its appalling character, or the 
evH which it inflicts upon society; nor do 
thcsr grow out of any difficulty in securing 
th f enactment of wholesome laws. Diffi-
culty in enforcing anything like prohibi-
t o r y enactments furnishes the insurmount-
able object to progress in temperance 
w<f-k. I f this bill can help along these 
liqps it may be wise to convert it into law. 
by? o far as I have known, state commis-
s i FH in this work have fallen far short of 
-tnii' \po3ttitions of'their friends. — 

CYRUS G . L U C E . 

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR : A t y o u r re-

quest, I cheerfully give expression to my 
opinion of the "Bill to provide for a com-
mission to make investigation relative to 
the liquor traffic, etc." 

There seems to me to be great merit in 
•the general plan of such bill. There is 
doubtless an overwhelming temperance sen-
timent in our state, and it has accomplished 
much. I believe, however, that it would 
accomplish even more if in some way it 
could be unified. The bill, in my opinion, 
is in the interest of such unification. It 
provides in section 3, for obtaining facts to 
be arrived at by correct deductions from 
reliable statistics. Statistics are danger-
ous things to make deductions from, un-
less the person who makes such deductions 
is a thorough and honest statistician, 
knows just the bearing of figures on each 
other, and the exact relation which 
they hold to each other, is a per-
son of judicial mind which re-
fuses to warp statistics to prove a theory. 
The number of reliable statisticians is very 
small. I know of no better way to obtain 
the thorough and complete information 
needed on this subject in which all good 
citizens must be, and I believe are deeply 
interested; information in which there 
shall be full confidence, and against which 
no suspicion of bias shall find place, than 
in the way proposed by this bill. 

Yours very truly, 
L. C. STORRS, Secretary State Board of 

Corrections and Charities. 

Gov. Luce's Appeal. 

D E A R G R A N G E VISITOR : I p r e sume t h a t 

the subscription of many subscribers to the 
GRANGE VISITOR expires with this month. 
I am intensely anxious that all should re-
new and that more should subscribe for the 
Grange organ. I have watched the rise 
and fall of Subordinate Granges for many 
years and have tried to search out the 
cause for the failure of the one and the 
success of the other. I do not know a 
prosperous, live, active Grange in the 
state that does not subscribe .freely for the 
VISITOR. I t is an index of success to a 
great extent. 

Believing in the Grange, as I do, this 
appeal is made not in the interest of any 
man or set of. men, but for all members of 
the Order and others who ought to be 
members, I plead and urge subscriptions 

Report of Assistant Steward. 

Worthy Master, Brothers and Sisters of 
the Grange: 
I regret very much that 1 cannot report 

the Grange in Kent county in as prosper-
ous a condition as I could wish. We have 
not made the advancement the past year 
we should have made. Assistance is need-
ed in the field, the harvest is plenty, but 
the laborers are few. Very little deputy 
or lecture work has been done. I think 
but one lecture during the year, that was 
by Sister Mayo, and in the busy peach sea-
son, was not as well attended as it other-
wise would have been. 1 am afraid many 
of us are not strictly living up to our ob-
ligation according to the best of our ability. 
There are many causes for this seeming 
lack of interest in the Grange. 

We have four different farmers' or^ne A 

zations aside f rom the Grange, the i a rm , 
ers'5 CIiib, 'Ginr.d Rapids Fruit <3-rov̂ erpr 
Association, Valley City Horticultural So-
ciety, and Lowell District Council. These, 
with the scarcity of money and the depre-
ciation in prices of all kinds of farm prod-
uce, tends to keep many from joining the 
Grange that otherwise would. Many of 
our members find it difficult to pay taxes 
and meet the necessary expenses of family 
and home, hence fail to pay dues. But we 
are taught in our order to cultivate the 
habit of looking for better and brighter 
days, instead of mourning over the past. 
To bring about this result we must be true 
to our convictions of right and duty in 
Grange as well as other matters. Let us 
do all in our power to induce the young 
people to become members of the Grange 
and give them a large share of the respon-
sibilities and offices, and thus give them 
something to do. I believe this is one 
thing wherein the future prosperity of the 
Grange lies. Respectfully submitted, 

J . H . MARTIN. 

The Marvels of our Bodily Dwelling. 

Who has not thought, although perhaps 
dimly, of the "house" we live in ? Truly 
a wonderful house, with rooms, door, and 
windows. How remarkable a housC it is 
grows on the reader of another book by 
Dr. Mary Wood-Allen, larger than those 
mentioned in the last VISITOR, and called 
"The Marvels of our Bodily Dwelling." 
The price is one dollar, ten cents for post-
age, from the Wood-Allen Publishing 
Company, Ann Arbor. While it gives 
physiology scientifically, it does so in such 
a way that children will absorb it and 
grown people rejoice to see it made so in-
yiting and practical. The effects of alco-
hol and tobacco are plainly shown, and 
concerning every "room" of this marvel-
ous abode, the result of failure to care for 
it is pointed out. For home reading or as 
an aid at school, this is an admirable book. 

J . B. 

Answers all Expectations. 

Mr. O. W . Ingersoll, 
Dear Sin The paints I purchased of 

you in 1893 have fully answered all expec-
tations; that on the inside looks as well 
and fresh as when first put on considering 
that the work was done by a person who 
had never previously handled a brush, all 
credit is bound to «be due to the paint. 

I am respectfully, 
J O H N CHAPLIN. 

See Adv. Ingersoll's liquid rubber paints. 
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The Busy Bee. 

M. H . H U N T . 

Those who do tiieir work on time and 
witb ordinary care as to details, have good 
reason to expect success in the care of 
Dees. All the mysteries in connection 
the business have vanished, no more 
mg. of bells, nor clattering of tin pans 
when they swarm—no whispering to them 
about the death of members of the 
family. Knowledge has superseded ignor-
ance and brought all the manipulations 
down to a science, and all may learn who 
wish. 4
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The fine indexing of the elegant works 
now published on the subject, makes it 
only a moment's work to turn to any mat-
ter you wish to investigate. I f you are al-
ready enthusiastic you will find them a 
wonderful revelation and so enchanting as 
to lead you on until the end is reached. 

One or two swarms are enough to begin 
with, letting your increase keep pace with 
your increase in knowledge, thus insuring 
almost certain success", where a failure 
might occur with too many on your hands 
at the start. Make your purchase of stock 
in the spring, escaping the risk of winter-
ing, and if the season proves fairly good, 
you have reason to expect surplus honey 
enough to repay all your outlay. The origi-
nal stock and their increase will represent 
your profits.- Stinging is the greatest objec-
tion offered by beginners. It is only a trifling 
affair, however, when you have the right 
appliances and know something of the na-
ture of the wonderful insects. A good 
smoker, bee veil, and no jarring or quick 
motions and you need not dread them in 
the least. 

A novice should never open a hive for 
examination without first smoking a little 
at the entrance, then as you open at the 
top putt a little smoke on them so as to 
drive them down sufficient to leave the 
tops of the frames clear of them, then you 
can take hold of them without pinching or 
crushing any bees. Putting your fingers 
among the bees to get hold of the frames 
will make you nervous at first, but you 
will get over that when you find there is 
no danger. 

Bell Branch, Wayne County. 
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Northern Michigan. 
Alcona County. 

BY J . VAN BUSKIRK. 

pish to correct the erroneous impres-
'Sion that is quite genera' in southern 
Michigan regarding "our resources as an 
agricultural county. I understand we are 
rated as simply existing: among the jack 
pines and stumps on white sand plains. I f 
such is the case we are under-estimated. 
Our potatoes last fall averaged about 180 
bushels per acre. . The soil is well adapted 
to growing potatoes, and since wheat is so 
cheap our farmers are growing more pota-
toes. Some farmers grow two to three 
thousand bushels. We have been afraid 
to try corn, and there has been but little 
grown until the last three years it has been 
demonstrated that it is a safe crop to raise 
in this climate, and there were some nice 
fields of corn raised here this season. A 
few farmers have silos and grow silage 
corn to fill them. I grew 12 acres to fill 
my silo. 

WHEAT GROWING. 

W e grow spring and winter wheat very 
successfully, and spring and winter rye are 
raised in large quantities for feed. Oats is 
an excellent crop for us, the yield being 
from 40 to 75 bushels per acre. JPeas are 
raised in large quantities for feed, and pea 
soup for the Frenchmen. We never have 
any bugs in peas raised here. We have 
probably four thousand bushels of buck-
wheat growing in the county this season, 
and the Harrisville roller mill company 
has a buckwheat flour outfit in this mill 
that turns out buckwheat flour that cannot 
be excelled in Michigan. We are raising 
beans very successfully, and as for hay we 
raise the very nicest and lots of it. 

SITUATION. 

Alcona county is situated along the west 
shore of Lake Huron. The Detroit and 
Mackinac R. R. runs parallel with the 
shore about 10 miles back through the 
whole county from north to south. The 
pine and hemlock timber has been nearly 
all cut off, and agriculture will be the 
staple from now on. The last five years 
have been eventful years in opening up the 
county to agriculture, and we boast of our 
fine farms clear of stumps, with good 
fences, well provided with modern farm 
machinery and stocked with fine cattle, 
sheep and hogs. 

We have a variety of soil to suit the 
prospector. I f a man should want clay 
loam we have it in abundance, and any 
other loam he may want. I prefer a va-
riety of soil on one farm «because I believe 
in »rowing a variety of crops. The farmer 
that put in all his plow land to potatoes 
this year is left on price. 

F R U I T GROWING. 

We are getting settled down to fruit 
raising now, especially plums. We have 
not had any curculio here, and plums are a 
great success. The Harrisville fruit farm 
company set out four thousand plum trees 
in the spring of 1894, and five hundred 
more last spring, and there are other farm-
ers who have set from one to three thous-
and. I expect we will be known as the 
plum county in the near future. 

We have never had any earthquakes, 
cyclones, or landslides, but we have got 
the most enviable climate and the purest 
weathei and the best people on earth and 
we are happy. ' Come and see us and lie 
convinced. 

Harrisville. 

Missaukee County. 

BY L. VAN METER. 

Missaukee county does not materially 
differ from its neighbor counties in its 
general characteristics and make-up. It is 
as good as the best—better than the aver-
age. It was settled nearly thirty years 
ago, but until very recently the majority 
of its inhabitants made farming an occupa-
tion of secondary importance, lumberino-
being the chief business depended on. But 
it is an undeniable fact that those who! 
either from inclination or from their ignor-
ance of lumbering, gave their whole time 
and attention to clearing and cultivating 
their farms, are today, the ones in the best 
financial condition, and of course have the 
best and most profitable farms. 

L U M B E R I N G G O N E . 

The era of pine lumbering in this county 
may be said to be over, but the neV one of 
hardwood lumbering has just begun. Be-
tween the two there is this difference. 
Where a tract of pine is stripped from the 
land that much waste land is added to our 
territory, and that much more is added to 
our delinquent tax lists, while each a&a 
stripped of hardwood is just that much 
more added to our cultivated area and the 
value of our farms increased thereby.« 

It is no longer necessary for the person 
who buys a piece of timbered land in tifis 
county from which to make a farm, to roll 
the timber into log heaps to be burned. A 
market can be found for it all, which not 
only pays for the clearing of the land but 
in many cases also pays for the land and 
the owner's living while he is engaged in 
the work. " . 

It has been estimated by those who are 
in a position to know, that about three-
fourths of the county is fit for ordinary 
farming purposes, the other one-fourth 
consists of pine stump land and swafijbs. 

We have <jood ; * -¿J. 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES, 

there being over fifty school houses in the 
county. The county is crossed by the'T. 
& A. railway, while the Gr. R. & I . has a 
branch from Cadillac to Lake City, the 
county seat. Fourteen postoffices accom-
modate the people of the different parts of 
the county. 

No part of the state offers better advan-« 
tages for people seeking a place where they 
can locate and "grow up with the country," 
than does Missaukee county. I t is not, 
however, a place where a man can come 
without a dollar and find a royal road to 
wealth. We do not grow figs and oranges 
or bask in the sunshine of a congenial cli-
mate. What is wanted here is what is 
needed in all comparatively new countries, 
plenty of determination and muscle. With 
a liberal use of these a good home in an en-
lightened and, taken all in all, a pleasant 
community, is within the reach of every 
man who comes to Missaukee county with 
that object in view. 

Lake City. 

try, which will do something to brin<* up 
the average» value of barnyard fowls to-, 
gether with the relatively higher values of 
both poultry and eggs in producing sec-
tions adjacent to large cities, especially- in 
the east, these estimates are conservative. 

It is probable that the annual product of 
the poultry industry, the meat and e ^ s 
consumed, represents almost as much 
money to the producer as does the wheat 
crop. The value of fowls alone is today 
three or four times the total value of all 
the sheep in the United States. Even .the 
hogs now in this country represent no 
greater value than the poultry, and dairy 
cows are valued at only about double the 
poultry figures, eggs excluded. 

INCREASE IN PAST F IVE YEARS. 

Census figures on this important adjunct 
of the farmer's business, now available for 
the first time, show a decided gain over 
those of a decade earlier. Our own exclu-
sive iuquiry reveals an astonishing growth 
during the past five years. The condensed 
table above shows this, and other details 
by states appear in the larger table below. 
The census of 1880 was admittedly incom-
plete. Owing to the fact that the census 
taken in 1890 was only of fowls on farms, 
our effort to get at the fowls on hand Jan-
uary 1, 1896, both on farms and in towns, 
makes the increase seem larger than it 
really is. After much inquiry, we have 
estimated the egg product of fowls in 
towns and villages at only the same rat? as 
the census showed on "farms, which is 
doubtless much too low. All the figures 
at best are only approximates, though the 
most accurate available. Large and small 
farmers, and market specialists everywhere 
are very properly giving more attention to 
the poultry industry than ever before. 
While prices in many sections are often 
low, this fact is due rather to unequal and 
unfortunate distribution than to lack of 
healthy demand. Furthermore, the testi-
mony of vast numbers of poultry raisers 
goes to show that at the above average val-
uation placed upon the different kinds of 
fowls they yield a handsome profit on the 
investment besides paying well for the la-
bor involved. 

H O M E MARKETS NOT SUPPLIED. 

Up to the present, the production of 
poultry yards is all wanted at home, while 
it is a noteworthy fact that millions of doz-
ens of eggs are" imported annually, the 
home supply falling short of market re-
quirements. So long as we pay ten times 
as much for foreign eggs as received for 
domestic sent abroad," let no one say this 
branch of the business is overdone. During 
the last three years, and in spite of a duty 
of 3 to oc per dozen, nearly 8,000,000 
dozen eggs have been imported into the 
United States, worth about a million dol-
lars. Canada supplies nearly all these, yet 
far-off China ships a considerable number 
each year to our Pacific coast ports. 

Magnitude of Poultry Industry. 
Tlie Egg Product of Last Year ana Number of 

Fowls in Town anil Country. Compared with 
Farm Poultry only 5 and 15 years ago 

OUR FOREIGN TRADE IN EGGS. 

Î895. 
1894. 
1893, 
1892, 
1891, 
1890, 
1889, 

Duty 
p dz 

3c, 
3c. 
5c. 
5c, 

free, 
free, 
free. 

Exports . 
Doz Value 
150,992 $25,312 
163,001 27.487 
143.489 33.207 
183,063 32.374 
363,116 64,259 
380,884 58,675 
548,750 $75,936 

-Imports-
t»oz 

2,709,411 
1.791.430 
3,818.011 
4.188,492 

*8,233.043 
15.062.796 
15,918.809 

Value 
$324.133 
199.536 
392,973 
522.240 

1,185.595 
2.074,912 
2,418,976 

Number of 
Dozens of eggs, 
Total value 

[Stated in round millions.] 

1896 .1800 
fowls, 383 286 

820 1U1 
$343 

1880 
126 
457 

$118 

Despite the big increase in the poultry 
business the last five years, and the close 
attention now given it, there is room for 
still greater expansion before it is over-
done. Figures relating to the industry, 
just compiled by this journal as a result of 
an extensive inquiry, enormous as they are, 
fail to show any general overproduction.' 
These conclusions are reached after a study 
of advance proofs of census statistics never 
before printed, the home market situation 
together with official figures suggesting 
possibilities of foreign outlet for poultry 
products, and most careful deductions from 
other available data. The magnitude of 
the poultry business is never imagined by 
those who have not made a study of the 
situation. In round numbers our figures 
show what may be termed a permanent in-
vestment of 340 million dollars in poultry 
in this country. This is reached on the 
basis of an average valuation of fowls 50c 
each, turkeys, ducks and geese $1, eggs 
12c per dozen. Considering the vast 
amount of money invested in breeds of 
fancy strains throughout the entire coun-

•Includes 7,007,826 free and 1,225,217 dutiable. 

THE POULTRY INDUSTRY BY STATES. 

The figures below under 1890 are the 
federal census taken in June, '90, of the 
number of poultry on farms and eggs pro-
duced in previous year, but the ^census 
took no account of poultry in towns. The 
second col umn under each heading is the 
careful and conservative estimate of this 
journal, the result of elaborate inquiry and 
including two features which must be taken 
into consideration. First, the increase in 
the number on farms since '90; second, 
the numbers in towns and villages January 
1, '96, thus arriving at an approximation 
of the total census today. In addition to 
the increase on farms in various states 
since '90, we have added 5 to 33 per cent, 
according to the section of the country, to 
cover the numbers in towns in the various 
states. Inasmuch as the towns devote rel-
atively little attention to turkeys, ducks 
and geese, our '96 figures here represent 
only farm growth during the five-year 
term. 

POULTRY ON FARMS IN 1890 , AND ESTI-

MATE INCLUDING TOWNS, JAN. 1 , 1896 . 

[Last three figures, 000's, omitted,] 

Ducks 

Ky 1*741 
Tennl206a 
Ala 6 252 
Miss 5 632 
La 2 247 
Tex 11 524 
Okla 388 
Ark 6 264 

Mont 
Wyo 
Col 
N M 
Ariz 
Utah 
Ney 
Ida 
Wash 
Ore 
Cal 

< Total 258,871 

— Orange 

234 
74 

711 
61 
57 

280 
62 

232 
780 

1 181 
3 504 

15 384 
14 564 
7 548 
6 779 
2114 

15 210 
511 

7234 

•Son 
105 

1 110 

69 
420 
62 

280 
1 123 
1 700 
5840 

71 74 
345 379 
603 663 

SOUTH CENTRAL. 
672 705 1 338 1,404 
430 451 1140 1 197 
178 186 484 508 
191 203 538 564 

78 216 226 
643 919 1 102 536 

6 
119 124 e65 

WESTERN. 

3 
9-
4 
6 

17 
44 

288 

4 
11 
4 

20 
52 

360 

13 
1 

20 
54 

195 

698 

16 
1 

3 
10 
24 
64 

243 

8,778 io,m 
23.301 30,757 
42,585 56,211 

24 691 29 81& 
23172 27 97» 
10 824 13 069 
11 393 13 756 
5 934 7 164 

32 466 42 854 
990 1 306 

13 372 15 444 

834 1 200 
332 477 

2 685 4 245 
280 403 
2H4 Oü*> 

1 131 1 695 
171 171 
738 892 

3 711 3 90» 
4 454 6 412 

13 679 22 797 

352,984 10,754 12,154 15,985 17,824 819,723 1.140,896 

•Judd Fanner. 

The Cow Power of Wisconsin. 

enunier-
old and 

has 842,-
*17,442,144, 
lars a head. 

Secretary of State Casson has nearly 
completed the compilation of the 
state census of 1895. The 
ation of cows, two years 
over, shows that Wisconsin 
"42, with a total valuation of s] 
or a fraction over twenty dol' 
Allowing that these cows earned thirty-
hve collars each in gross, we would have 
$29,471,479 as the value of the total milk 
product of the state for 1895. We think 
the true sum would be nearer forty dollars 
per cow, than thirty-five dollars. How-
ever, whatever the amount of their earn-
ings may be, it will be admitted on all 
sides that the financial condition of Wis-
consin is among the very easiest in the 
Union. 

There are fully 2,500 cheese factories and 
creameries in the state, and their number 
is increasing every day. The Wisconsin 
farmers seem to prefer the creamery to the 
private dairy, and with nine out of ten 
farmers this is much the wisest course. 

The northern portion of Wisconsin is. 
covered with a vast stretch of forest. In 
that portion of the state the finest butter 
and cheese, particularly the latter, in the 
northwest will some day be made. All of 
the tame grasses, clover, timothy, red top 
and blue grass grow there indigenously 
and with wonderful steadiness. In travel-
ing through the woods on hunting or fish-
ing trips, we have often wondered at the 
immense growth of clover and timothy 
seen in the timber roads. One of the rul-
ing reasons why that section will produce 
fine cheese is the great salubrity of the 
summer temperature caused by lakes. 
Michitr an and Superior. Important lines 
of railroad now penetrate northern Wis-
consin in every needed direction. The tim-
ber now on the land is a good and paying 
crop to begin with, and when cleared, the 
land becomes a splendid pasture in a single 
year. For this reason, dairy farming can 
be adopted at once, and a good revenue es-
tablished from the cows.—Hoard's Di 
man. fairy-

[The last paragraph of the above applies 
also to large portions of Northern Michi-
gan. Ed 

Me. 
N H 
Vt 

'90 
1,411 

934 
789 

Fowls-- Turkeys and geese 

Mass 1,624 
B I 482 
Ct 1.075 
N Y 8,422 
N J 2,991 
Pa 10,382 

Del 900 
Mo 3,431 
D C 11 
Va 6,576 
W Va3,197 
N C 7,508 
S C 3,874 
Ga 7,358 
Fla 920 

O 13,659 
I n i 12,308 
111 21,464 
Mich 5,853 
Wis 5,646 
Minn 4,44» 
la 20,202 
Mo 22,786 
N O 804 

'96 
1.940 
1,283 
1,043 
2,596 

770 
1,720 

13,474 
5,383 

14,275 

1,237 
4,717 

13 
8,679 
4.221 
9.459 
4.880 
9,711 
1,214 

"90 
15 
10 
72 
6 

12 
30 
403 
162 
536 

SOUTH ATLANTIC. 

'96 
16 
11 
82 

14 
36 

483 
194 
589 

•90 
34 
20 
24 
79 
31 
37 

382 
134 
464 

'96 
38 

94 
37 
43 

458 
160 
510 

71 
979 

477 
215 
197 
149 
149 
34 

306 

524 
236 
206 
156 
163 

61 
324 

515 
311 
545 
169 
397 
47 

67 
356 

566 
342 
572 
177 
446 
51 

19,633 
17,692 
32,195 
8,412 
8,IIS 
5,871 

29,090 
30,076 

928 

NORTH CENTRAI,. 
521 599 
505 580 

1,044 1,252 
186 223 
206 236 
151 166 
941 1,129 
927 1,021 
34 35 

783 
1.4(2 
ira 
221 
144 
809 

1,477 
21 

790 
900 

1,754 
197 
254 
168 
970 

1,624 
' 2 2 

•90 
9.384 
5,049 
4.515 
8.931 
2,021 
5,638 

45,807 
8,032 

50,050 

2,219 
8,719 

48 
13,558 
9,920 

11,756 
5,702 

11.523 
2,789 

70,162 
48,622 
50,351 
34,310 
29,391 
20,354 
69,448 
53,147 
3,563 

-Eggs, dz-
'96 

12,902 
6,491 
5,970 

14.289 
3.233 
9.02g 

73.290 
14.457 
68,818 

3.050 
11,987 

60 
17,895 
13,094 
14.811 
7,184 

15,210 
3,680 

100,857 
69,951 
96,526 
49.320 
42¿48 
26,866 

100,004 
70.163 
4,103 

The Farmer's Winter Study. 

During the summer season the farmer 
has no time for study. The demands of 
the crop push him from morning until 
night, every week and every month, from 
the time the frost is out of the ground and 
seeding begins until the corn is gathered in 
the crib. He has plenty of time and op-
portunities for observation, for noting the 
effects of this or that method of culture, 
this and that variety of seed, and the ten 
thousand other things which come directly 
under the observation of the aftive, prac-
tical farmer. In the winter he has time to-
think out and study in a connected way 
the problems that demand solution 
at his hands. There is a class of farm-
ers who devote their summers to incessant 
work and their winters to complete idle-
ness. They are not the farmers who get 
ahead in the world. To a greater extent, 
every year the farmer is required to use 
his brains, to utilize every scrap of infor-
mation bearing upon his business, to exer-
cise his best judgment in the application of 
established principles to existing condi-
tions, and he cannot do this unless he goes 
at it in some systematic way, nor can he 
solve the problems successfully by himself 
alone. He needs the assistance and sug-
gestions of his neighbors near and remote, 
in his own state and other states, but es-
pecially in his own, in solving the prob-
lems of breeding, feeding, of soil manage-
ment, upon which success in the farm de-
pends. He needs a few books that give 
him accurate knowledge of what is actually 
known; he needs the reports of experiment 
stations which detail their success or fail-
ure in ascertaining what has heretofore 
been unknown; he needs agricultural pa-
pers that are actively working with him, 
studying along the same lines and placing 
before him the conclusions and the facts 
observed by his brother farmers; he needs 
the institute where farmer meets and ques-
tions farmer, where the fallacy of worth-
less theories can be exposed, and where the 
experience of one may be made the knowl-
edge of all.— Wallace's Farmer. 

Rush in your Grange news. 
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