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Mother and daughter," Mrs. Mary A. Mi 
'A Mother's View," Mrs. James B. Smith, 
The Daughter's Side," Mrs. Myrtie Kc 

We have asked each Subordinate Grange 
trirsend a delegate, and hope all will re-
sjtmd. Consult the program below for 
particulars about topics and rates. 

1 PROGRAM. 
CJFKLBMAN, HON. GEO. B. HORXON. TUESDAY 

»EVENING, FEBRUARY 1 1 , 7 : 3 0 O'CLOCK. 
Putnam Hall, Nos. 62 and 64 Pearl Street. 

A Word of Greeting, L. J . Rindge, Grand Rapids. 
ADDRESS, GOT. John T. Rich, Lansing. 
"•The Purpose of the Agricultural College," Dr. Howard 

Edwards. Agricultural College. 
"Food Adulterations," W. L. Rossman, State Analyst, 
•L Lansing. 

WEDNESDAY MORN IX G, FEBRUARY 12. ' 

Cultivation and Care of Peaches," Roland Morrill, Ben-
ton Harbor, 

aiiscussion. led by C. J . Monroe, South Haven. 
Marketing Peaches," R. D. Graham, Grand Rapids, 

discussion, led by Charles A. Sessions, Shelby. 
»Peaches in the Interior of Michigan," H. P. Gladden, 

Agricultural College, 
discussion, led by H. 0 . Bramin, Grand Rapids. 
Sees smd Horticulture," Prof. W. B. Barrows, Agricul-
, tural College. 

^Discussion, led by Jos. A. Pearce, Grand Rapids. 
WEDNESDAY AFTEKNOON. 

¿Currants and Gooseberries," J . N. Stearns. 
^Discussion, led by Z. V. Cheney, Grand Rapids. 
^•'Successful Strawberry Growing," R. M. Kellogg, Ionia. 
^Discussion, led by Thos. Wilde, Herrington. 
"The Value of Spraying in Horticultural Economy," 

Prof. L. R. Taft , Agricultural College. 
Discussion, led by W. K. Munson, Grand Rapids. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

* T h e Farm Home Reading Circle," H. W. Mumford, 
j Agricultural College 
¿'Forcing Vegetables under Glass," Thos. Gunson, Agri* 

cultural College. 
**A Plea for Unity of Action Among Farmers," Hon. F. 

^ W. Redfern, Maple Rapids. 
THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 13. 

"Economical Methods of Sheep Feeding," H. W. Mum-
ford. 

Discussion, led by Hon. H. H. Hinds. Stanton, 
f ' Will Feeding for Beef Pay in Michigan?" Hon. W. E. 

Boyden, Delhi Mills. 
Discussion, led by Major A. F. Kelsey, Ionia, 

impractical Methods in Stock Breeding," Hon. Wm. Ball. 
D>iscussiop, led by H. G. Holt, Cascade. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

"The Dairy Herd—Breeding," J . H. Brown, Climax, 
j&fcneeipn, led by Aaron Clark, Middleville. 

' DSiry Herd—Feeding and Care," Prof. C. D. 
r TJv3Rnin>. 

^Discussion, ied by L. J . Rindge, Grand Rapids. 
"The Babcock Tester," J . H. Brown, Climax. 
"Making Good Butter," illustrated with dairy apparatus, 

G. H. True, Agricultural College. 
THURSDAY EVENING. 

"The Michigan Experiment Station," Prof. C. D. Smith. 
"The Boiling Point, Prof. P. B. Woodworth, Agricultural 

College. 
"Forest Fires," illustrated lecture, Dr. W. J, Beal, Agri-

cultural College. 
FRIDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 14. 

"Water in the Soil," Hon. A. C. Glidden, Paw Paw. 
Discussion, led by Lewis G. Solomon, Dutton. 
"Commercial Fertilizers—Is their Use Profitable for the 

General Farmer?" Prof. F. S. Kedzie, Agr'l College. 
Discussion, led by E. C. Bearce, Grand Rapids. 
"The Present Standing of Ensilage as a Food for the 

Various Kinds of Stock," Hon. I. H. Butterfield, Ag-
ricultural College. 

Discussion, led by Henry J . Martin, Vermontville. 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

"Growing Potatoes," I. N. Cowdrey, Ithaca. 
Discussion, led by L. J . Post, Lowell. 
"Forage Crops," A. A. Crozier, Agricultural College. 
Discussion, led by Franklin Barnhart, Grand Rapids. 
"Wheats for Michigan," Dr. R. C. Kedzie, Agricultural 

College. 
FRIDAY EVENING. 

"Taxation," Prof, W. O. Hedrick, Agricultural College. 
"The Farmer's Contribution to Society," Ex-Gov. Cyrus 

G. Luce. 
W o m a n ' s Sec t ion . 

Y. M. C. A. Building, Corner Pearl and Ionia Sts, 
Conductor, Mrs. Mary A. Mayo, Battle Creek. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 12. 

"THE KITCHEN." 
"Kitchen Economy," illustrated with kitchen appliances, 

Miss Margaret M. Sill, Detroit. 
Discussion, led by Mrs. Mary A. Mayo. 
"The Chemistry of the Kitchen," Prof. F . S. Kedzie, Ag-

ricultural College. „ , 
Discussion, led by Mrs. M. M. Moon, Grand Rapids. 

THURSDAY AFTEBOON, FEBRUARY 13. 

"THE RURAL HOME." 
"Making Housework Easier," Mrs. Mary A. Mayo. 
Discussion, led by Mrs. H. Gaylord Holt, Cascade. 
"Saving Steps," Mrs. Wm. T. Adams, Paris. 
"Art in the Rural Home." Prof. W. S. Holdsworth, 

ricultural College, _ 
Discussion, led by Mrs. Sarah Smith, Grand Rapids. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 14. 

"MOTHER AND DAUGHTER" 

R E D U C E D RAILROAD RATES. 

Railroad rates have been secured as fol-
lows: 

The Michigan Passenger Association has 
granted a special rate of a fare and a third 
for the round trip to this "Round-Up." 
The following conditions must be observed: 

1. Each person during the excursion 
rate must purchase a first-class ticket to 
the place of meeting, for which he will pay 
the regular fare, and upon request, the 
agent will issue a printed certificate of pur-
chase. 

2. If through tickets cannot be pur-
chased at the starting point, parties will 
purchase to the nearest point where such 
through ticket can be obtained, and there 
purchase through to the place of meeting, 
requesting a ticket from the ticket agent at 
the point where each, purchase is made. 

3. Tickets for the return journey will 
be sold by the ticket agent at the place of 
meeting, at one third the first-class limited 
fare, on presentation of certificate signed 
by the ticket agent at the point where 
through ticket to place of meeting was 
purchased, countersigned by signature 
written in ink by the secretary or clerk of 
the association, certifying that the holder 
has been in regular attendance at the meet-
ing, and signed and stamped by the special 
agent of the railway association of Michi-
gan. 

4. Tickets for return journey will be 
furnished only on certificates procured not 
more than three days before the meeting 
assembles, nor more than two days after 
the first of the meeting, and will be avail-
able for continuous passage only. Certifi-
cates will not be honored unless presented 

, within three days after the ^I journmen^f 
the meeting. 

5. No refund of fare can he expected be-
cause of failure of the- parties to obtain 
certificates. 

If the local agent has no printed certifi-
cate, be sure to get a receipt from him. 

These certificates must not be transferred. 
GRAND RAPIDS HOTELS. 

The hotels of Grand Rapids are commo-
dious and hospitable. The Morton and 
Livingston furnish everything that can be 
desired at reasonable rates. The special 
concessions for the Institute have been 
given as follows: 
Sweet's Hotel, $1.50 to $2.00. 

Eagle House, fl.Oft. 
Bridge Street House, $1.00. 

These are very liberal rates indeed, and 
put it within the range of possibilities 
for a thousand farmers and their families to 
attend this grand agricultural meeting. 
Grand Rapids has a number of fine restau-
rants conveniently located where dinners 
can be obtained by those spending the day 
in the city, for twenty-five cents. 

Ag-

, Grand Rapids. 
:>on Cherryman 

and others. 
"A Physician s Counsel," Dr. Maria W. Norns. 
General Discussion. * 

MECHANICAL SECTION 

will be held Wednesday and Thursday 
evening in Y. M. C. A. Building. 

T H E E X H I B I T . 

Just below Putman Hall opening on 
Pearl street, a l&rge store has been secured 
for the exhibit of products and appliances. 
This will be made a prominent feature of 
the Institute. Growers, manufacturers 
and dealers are cordially invited to show 
their products and apparatus. 

Fruits, vegetables and grains, especially 
the newer sorts, will be very appropriate. 
Dairv utensils, spray pumps, and all kinds 
of small tools and contrivances to lighten 
labor are especially desirable. Do not 
neglect this accompaniment of our great 
convention. 

For Students of Politics. 
The Tribune Almanac for 1896 may now be 

had for 25 cents a copy. Whatever may be 
thought of The Tribune itself as the aggressive 
advocate of a special view of all matters, polit-
ical and partisan, it may be frankly conceded 
that there is no partisanship in its Almanac. 
It is as honest as the day and gives exact facts 
and figures on all questions fearlessly and fair-
ly. There used to be a man in New York with 
a mind for figures, who made a deliberate study 
of The Tribune Almanac every year, merely 
for amusement, picked out every error he could 
find and favored The Tribune with his merciless 
conclusions. It is an interesting fact that for 2 
years he has not been able to find a flaw. The 
Tribune Almanac for 1896 will be carefully re-
ferred to this year for all sorts of political and 
other information, and buyers will find it all 
there—Populist or Democrat, Republican or 
Free Silver man, no one need fear that he will 
be misled on a single page of this well equipped, 
complete and thorough going publication. 

H o w ' s This? 

We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward for 
any case of Catarrh that cannot be cured by 
Hall's Catarrh Cure. 

F. J. Cheney & Co., Props., Toledo. Ohio. 
We the undersigned have known F.J. Cheney 

for the last 15 years, and believe him perfectly 
honorable in all business transactions and finan-
cially able to carry out any obligation made by 
their firm. 

WEST & TRUAX, Wholesale Druggists, Tole-
do , O., WALDING, KINNAN & MARVIN, W h o l e -
sale Drnggists, Toledo, O 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, act-
ing directly upon the blood mucous surfaces of 
the system. Price 75c. per bottle. Sold by all 
druggists. Testimonials free. 

Legislative Action. 
Keport of Committee , State Orange, 1895, 

Worthy Master and Members of the 
Michigan State Grange'. 

Your Committee on Legislative Action 
offer the following report for your consid-
eration: 

We commend the policy of the State 
Grange at its annual session in 1894, which 
by resolution instructed the executive com-
mitttee before leaving Lansing, to select 
not to exceed four measures passed by that 
body, and push them in the legislature of 
1895. Of the measures thus selected sev-
eral were enacted into laws, after strenu-
ous effort put forth by the Grange and 
members of the legislature who were mem-
bers of our Order. The farmers of the 
state are now awaiting results from these 
new laws- Prominent among these meas-
were the tax statistician bill, pure food bill 
and farmers' institute bill. The tax stat-
istician law is one whose operation will be 
watched with unusual interest by taxpay-
ers, as the question of equitable taxation is 
now prominently before the public waiting 
such legislative action as will give a more 
iust distribution of the burdens of taxation. 
The fight now on for pure food will un-
doubtedly be a severe and protracted one, 
but one in which both producer and con-
sumer should stand shoulder to shoulder, 
until the manufacturer and vender of 
adulterated food products are completely 
routed. 

The efficiency of the farmers' institute 
law will be thoroughly tested the present 
winter, and we hope will prove a splendid 
educator in every county where an insti-
tute is held. .It ought to puj Michigan up 

fin full line with other states in institute 
_ work. Farmers of the progressive type 
are waking up to the fact that they must 
be on the alert to get their due in state and 
national legislation. They must take 
more interest in the laws by which they 
are governed. They must see that no 
measures, under the guise of helping the 
farmers, but which really mean additional 
taxation without substantial benefit, be-
come laws without an earnest protest 
against them on their part. 

Farmers can be a power if they stand in 
solid phalanx against oppressive legisla-
tion. They should watch closely legisla-
tave appropriations for state institutions 
and see that they are kept within the lim-
its of true economy, as there is a strong 
tendency to increased expenditure of the 
people's money at a time when the price 
of farm produce is at low water mark. 

Farmers need to look well to the class 
of men who are to represent them in the 
legislature and in congress, that they are 
men of known character and sterling in-
tegrity, and not merely political bummers 
ancl self seekers, but emphatically men 
who regard public office as a public trust. 

The general report was adopted. 
Of resolutions referred to your commit-

tee we make the following report: 
Resolved, That the principle of local option 

should be extended to cities and villages. 
Resolved, That we do most urgently request 

all Patrons and our representatives in congress, 
and the legislature to labor with voice and vote, 
for the enactment and enforcement of such 
laws as shall tend to the total suppression of 
the manufacture of intoxicating beverages. 

Resolved, That we heartily favor the thor-
ough discussion in every Subordinate Grange in 
this state of the general plan proposed in the 
bill known as the "Redfern liquor commission 
bi l l , a n d p u b l i s h e d i n t h e GRANGE VISITOR of 
October 3. 

For the above resolutions we make the 
following substitute: 

Believing that no law is stronger than the 
public sentiment back of it, we favor the strict 
enforcement of the present temperance law, ana 
that temperance legislation be made more strin-
gent as soon as public sentiment demands it 
and will enforce it. We recommend a thorough 
discussion by the subordinate Granges of the 
state of the bill known as the "Redfern liquor 
commission bill," published in the GRANGE 
VISITOR o f O c t o b e r 3. 

Substitute adopted. 
Resolved, That the Michigan State Grange 

endorses the principle of the initiative and ref-
erendum. 

Referred back without recommendation. 
Motion prevailed to lay on the table.' 
For the resolution in prohibiting oleo-

margarine, cottolene and horsebeef, we 
offer'the following substitute: 

Believing the people are entitled to know just 

what they are buying and get exactly what they 
pay for; be it therefore 

Resolved, That we earnestly ask the legis-
lature to enact a strengthening clause to the 
present pure food laws. 

Substitute adopted. 
In reference to the resolution from Capitol 

Grange in regard to the election of United 
States senators: we reafiirm the position taken 
by the State Grange that United States sena-
tors be elected by the people. 

Resolution was adopted. 
Resolution from Paris Grange No. 19, 

relative to buying votes: 
The ground already being covered by the 

present law, we refer it back without action. 
Motion prevailed to lay on the table. 
Resolution from Pennfield Grange No. 85, de-

manding the repeal of the law passed by the 
last legislature for the protection of skunk, 
mink and raccoon. Referred back without rec-
ommendtion. 
. Resolution was adopted. 
Resolution from Cass county Pomona Grange 

asking for the repeal of such part of the fish 
law as relates to the spearing of fish in any of 
the waters of southern Michigan. We refer 
back without recommendation. 

Motion prevailed to lay on the table. 
Resolution from Oxford Grange, Oakland 

county, asking the reduction of the salaries of 
the judges of the supreme court to $4,000. 

We reaffirm the position of the State Grange 
of 1894, that they be reduced from $7,000 to $5,-
000. 

Resolution was adopted. 
Resolution of Paris Grange No. 19. 
Resolved, That any person found guilty 

of any of the following offenses 
should be punished by being whipped at a 
whipping post: Drunkenness, wife beating, 
non-support of one's family, thieving, selling or 
giving intoxicating liquors to minors, or drunk-
ards, and violating license laws. 

Adding to this list, any man running away 
\®ith anptber m^n's wife, we concur in the reso-
lution. 

Recommendation of committee was not 
concurred in. 

Resolution was tabled. 
Resolution from Grass Creek Grange No 425, 

relative to free mail delivery in rural districts. 
We reaffirm the position taken by the State 

Grange heretofore in favor of free mail delivery 
In rural districts. 

Resolution was adopted. 
Resolution from Oxford Grange, that our 

laws should be changed, providing for a board 
of county auditors, instead of the present need-
less, expensive system of board of supervisors, 

Referred back without recommendation. 
Motion prevailed to lay on table. 
Resolution from St, Clair county, demanding 

that beef shipped into the state shall be taxed 
$2 50 per hundred to protect our home beef, is 
found to be unconstitutional, and we recom-
mend that it be not adopted. 

Recommendation concurred in. 
Resolved, That we favor the abolition of the 

present spoils system in vogue in the various 
departments in our state capitol, and the sub-
stitution therefor of some system which will re-
ward merit, and place all the business of the 
departments on a business basis, by carrying on 
the work of the departments as nearly as possi-
in accord with the rules of ordinary business 
corporations. 

Referred back without recommendation. 
Motion prevailed to lay on table. 
Resolution: 
Whereas, The will of the people at the 

ballot box is largely defied by the 
practice of druggists selling liquors as bever-
ages in local option counties; therefore 

Resolved, That we, members of Eaton 
county Pomona Grange, respectfully request 
the State Grange to use its influence in its Leg-
islative Committee, to secure such legislation as 
shall emphatically sustain the will of the people 
in said counties. 

The committee recommend its adoption. 
Recommendation concurred in. 
In placo of a resolution from Essex Grange 

No. 439, Clinton county, relative to amending 
State Constitution, we offer the following sub-
stitute: 

Believing that in the interest of economy and 
justice, many parts of the constitution of the 
State ,need amending, toward that end we ask 
a free discussion of the subject in the Subordi-
nate Granges of the state. 

Substitute adopted. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN K . CAMPBELL, 
D . D . BUELL, 
C. C. HOLLENBECK, 
J . T . NORRI8, 
MRS. WM. MCDOUGALL, 
MRS. JOHN HUNT, 
MRS. J . E . HOWARD. 

The indications are that there will be a 
splendid attendance at the Round-Up in-
stitute in Grand Rapids, February 11-14. 

The Round Up Institute. 
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Stump Lands and Their Use. 

BY W. S. MERRILL. 

The state of Michigan is the paradise of 
specialists in farming. The rich, loamy, 
central and southern region has its wheat 
and stock raisers, the elevated ridges along 
the western shore are developing fruit 
growers, and the hard wood lands further 
north are being cleared to make potato 
fields. 

There are, however, thousands of acres 
of land, once covered with pine forests, 
which the lumberman has abandoned, and 
which seem to be neglected by both spe-
cialist and general farmer. The writer has 
long been of the opinion that this class of 
lands is valuable for agricultural purposes, 
notwithstanding its cheapness. Pine 
stump land is generallv sandy, but with 
proper handling can be made profitably 
fertile. I t requires no specialty, it is not 
adapted to any one special crop, bat needs 
a slight modification of the principles of 
general farming. First of all, a little care 
or science in locating a piece of land of 
this kind for a farm. Any experienced 
woodsman who has been over large tracts 
of stump land cannot fail to notice the fact 
that they are nearly always interspersed 
with small marshes and swamps, and other-
wise well watered. 

These marshes contain layers of muck, 
the deposits of centuries of vegetable 
growth, and are mines of wealth for the 
purpose of making fertilizers. 

Let the young man who is anxious to be-
come a successful farmer, but who has not 
the means to purchase an improved home-
stead, locate on one of these quarter sections 
of stump land which has a swamp or marsh 
somewhere within its boundaries. A little 
hard work and perseverance clears the 
land. At this stage of proceedings, plan 
to have a large acreage of corn and rye. 
Keep enough cattle and hogs to feed the 
same and fatten them for market, rein-
forced also by a large force of hens, which 
help increase the revenue. Apples and 
small frui t grow almost spontaneously on 
sandy land, let them have a large place in 
the general plan. 

Draw out the swamp muck, decompose 
it with lime, and compost with stable ma-
nure. With this fertilizer, and turning 
under an occasional crop of rye, the once 
barren looking sand becomes a garden of 
fertility, a source of wealth to the owner, 
and one of the ever bright examples of the 
triumph of practical science. 

<%f>ut what jfef the pine stumps?" ex-
claims someone who has not seen this re-
sult of knowledge and experience. With 
the present improved machines the remov-
al of the stumps is no longer a difficult 
problem, and once out of the ground they 
are worth all their cost for the purpose of 
fencing. It is a common mistake to assert 
that sandy soil is not rich enough for 
wheat. I t is not lack of fertilitv, but lack of 
moisture. Rye matures early and is head-
ed out before the usual dry weather of 
summer. Corn is, to a certain extent, an 
atmospheric plant and endures dry weath-
er, so that, with sufficient fertilizer, an 
immense crop can be raised on the lightest 
sandy soil that ever grew pine trees. 

Indeed, Michigan-is a great state, and 
with all its wealth of agriculture and manu-
factures it still offers the best inducements 
to the industrious home-seeker who would 
carve out a fortune from the soil, and en-
joy the freedom and independence of a real 
Patron of Husbandry. 

Ashland Center, Newayao County. 

The Different Varieties of Hens. 

BY A. K. CLARK. 

I do not profess to be posted on all va-
rieties, only by test as far as I have gone. 
I started out to study the poultry business 
for profit from a farmer's standpoint. I 
am not a fancier, and am not raising fine 
birds to exhibit or to sell high priced eggs. 
If that was my object I should keep the 
hens that were most called foi and keep 
them well advertised. But I have been 
looking for the most profitable hen for a 
farmer to keep. I take and read many 
poultry papers, also read statements from 
many poultry breeders with their ideas set 
forth, and 1 have come to the conclusion 
that many of them are cranks. They 
praise up the variety they are the most in-
terested in, for their own interest, while 
there may be no real merit in them. I 
have tried a number of our best varieties 
which have been so highly set forth by the 
writers, to find a hen which would be the 
best adapted to the farmer for profit. Now, 
I want the best layer the year around, also 
the best table and market fowl. I am often 
asked what is the best all-purpose fowl. I can 
hardly tell what full blood hen fills the bill. 
The Plymouth Rock comes the nearest to 
it with my experience. 1 will try and give 
you some of the merits and demerits of 
some of the different breeds that I have 
tested. 

The Plymouth Rocks are the best for 
market, always sell well, and are more 
called for on the market than any others. 

They weigh heavy. I have shipped coops 
of 20 hens that would average 6 pounds 
each. They develop quick, and make the 
best broilers. They lay as well as any, 
take the year around. They want to sit 
often, but if broken up they soon go to 
work again in a few days and keep it up 
the year through, except in moulting, ana 
some of them will then lay till they are al-
most bare of feathers. They are indolent 
and are liable to put on fat, are more sub-
ject to disease, are very heavily feathered, 
and are more apt to have lice. 

The Brown Leghorn is my next favorite, 
though for market or table use they have 
very little merit. They are small, aver-
aging from 3£ to 4 pounds as hens, and not 
as rich, sweet meat, but develop quick for 
broilers, but are small, weighing from 1 to 
l i pounds each. But when you come to 
the egg producers they beat all others. 
They lay early. April chicks will lay in 
September and keep it up all winter. 
They scarcely ever want to sit till two 
years old. If they do take a notion to s t̂ 
it is hard to break them up. They take a 
long rest at moulting time, are very nerv-
ous and wild and hard to fence againA, 
and very hardy. Take a flock of full 
bloods, they are perfect beauties especially 
the roosters. Fanny Fields says they are 
perfect little dudes and proud as peacocks. 
For winter layers they are ahead of any . I 
have ever kept. I have one coop of 75 of 
them, all pullets, and I am now getting 
more eggs from them than from three 
other coops with the same number of hens 
of all varieties up to this, the 12th day of 
January. 

Now comes the Black Minorcas. I heard 
so much about them I tried them for two 
years. They are not a good market fowl. 
Their flesh is dark and not very good and 
they are very slow to develop. They arfe 
larger than the Brown Leghorn and very 
heavy for their size. They have too large 
combs, especially the hens. The combs 
lop over so as to entirely cover one eye. 
They are not early layers and are not win-
ter layers but will lay well in the summer, 
are non-sitters and are quite healthy, but 
they do not fill my bill, but when crossed 
with the Plymouth Rocks they make a nice 
large hen. 

The Wyandotte is next to the Plymouth 
Rock for an all purpose fowl. They are 
much the same nature, but their Asiatic 
blood makes them persistent sitters, and 
when you get them broken up they will 
only lay 4 or 5 eggs before they are ready 
to sit again, and it is just so all summer. 
They make good sitters and good mother 
hens but they do not till the bill. Nexjfeis ! 
the Light Brahma. They are large, wSfgL-
heavy, and bring a good price when put 
on the market, but it takes 6 or 8 months 
before you can get them ready for market, 
and then they are a great coarse fowl. 
They are great feeders' when fully devel-
oped they will sit down and eat till they 
get so fat they will die. I have lost them 
in that way. They are easy to fence 
against and as docile as a pig, but they are 
not the chick to fill my bill. I have' had 
the White Cochin, did not keep them 
long; they are like their sisters, the Buff 
Cochin, they want to sit all the time. The 
Black Spanish are good layers, but lack all 
the other qualities. The White Crested 
Polish are good layers but, not winter lay-
ers, they class with those of the European 
hens, 

I have tried hens of crosses of many 
other kinds but can not speak of their mer-
its as full-bloods. The practice of some 
farmers is to get eggs from neighbors or 
buy a rooster and cross up in that way. I 
bought a flock of 30 hens this past fall and 
there were all kinds of crosses, such as 
Houdan, Wyandotte, Black Spanish, 
Brown Leghorn, Plymouth Rocks, but no 
full-bloods. I do not think that crosses of 
this kind are profitable as I said in one of 
my former papers. 1 like crosses, but I 
have my preference—I always want a full-
blood rooster. Our farmers all admit that 
a full blood size for stock is preferable and 
just so in poultry. Give me a full-blood 
rooster with barnyard hens and they are 
very much improved. Put a Plymouth 
Rock rooster with Brown Leghorn hens 
and you get a good fowl. The roosters 
are marked like the rooster and the pullets 
like the hen all but the color which will 
usually be black. The Plymouth Rock and 
Brown Leghorn vice versa; they partake 
of the two varieties. The White Leghorn 
I have not tried except in some crosses 
that I have bought, but a neighbor of 
mine has them. He thinks they are good 
layers. I have made this long enough so 
I will close. My next will be on the care 
of young chicks. 

Lakeside, Berrien County. • 

Good Roads Convention. 

Executive Office, Michigan, j 
Laming, January 6, 189Q. j 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
GREETING: 

Within the last few years great interest 
has been manifested in our highways, and 
the movement for better roads has already 
borne fruit in some localities in our state, 
and in some of our sister states it has 

shown much greater results. This is as it 
should be, yet, it must be admitted that 
the improvement in this direction has not 
kept pace with our advancement as a state, 
and the time has come when a change for 
the better should be made. 

That better roads and a better system of 
making and maintaining them would pro-
mote the best interests of our people, and 
that it can be advocated upon the grounds 
of good business policy and economy, is too 
plain to admit of argument. 

How this can best be accomplished is a 
question that all should be interested in 
and it is no exception to the rule that there 
are many differences of opinion amoncr 
those who wish to arrive at the same re-
sult. 

Believing that a conference of those in-
terested in this subject would prove of ma-
terial benefit to our state, and in response 
to the urgent request of numerous citizens 
of the state from localities widely separated, 
a Good Roads Convention" is hereby 
called to meet in the hall of the House of 
Representatives, at the Capitol, in Lansing 
on the third day of March, 1896, at two 
o'clock p. m. I t is hoped the attendance 
will not be confined to a tew localities, 
but that there may be a general attendance 
of representative citizens from every por-
tion of our state. The subject is one well 
worthy of discussion in the press, and in 
organizations having for their object the 
promotion of the best interests of our state 
and its people. 

This convention will be a Mass Conven-
tion, and all interested are cordially in-
vited. There is no provision for any com-
pensation for time or expenses, and those 
who attend must do so because of their in-
terest in the cause. J O H N T. RICH. 

Some Growing Exports. 

EXPORTS OF BARLEY. 

Secretary Morton's Report, 1894. 

There has been a steadily growino- de-
mand for Barley exportation to (?reat 
Britain. This demand amounted during 
the first nine months of 1894 to an increase 
over last year of 18,000,000 bushels. The 
universal use of barley by brewers in Eng-
land maintains a steady and constant mar-
ket for the highest grades of that cereal. 
Hard, firm, and bright grain barley from 
the northwestern states and California 
commands higher prices than many Euro-
pean barleys. That kind of American bar-
ley is second best to the best grade bar-
leys of Smyrna, and is regarded among the 
best malting barleys in the British markets. 
The average yield per acre'of barley in' 
Great Britain is 34 bushels, though the 
drought of 1893 reduced it to an average 
of 29 bushels. There are 2,250,000 acres, 
average, of barley in the United Kingdom 
annually, so that the annual product is 
something like 75,000,000 imperial bush-
els, though the harvest of 1893 shows only 
65,746,000 bushels. 

In seven years the export of barley from 
the United States to Great Britain has 
grown from nothing into a very consider-
able trade. The average price in England 
during the year 1894 of good, bright bar-
ley, per bushel of 56 pounds, has been 77 
1-5 cents. 

The supply of the best quality of malt-
ing barley is limited, but there are states 
in the American Union which have great 
advantages for the production of the very 
highest grades of this cereal, and the mar-
ket seems to be growing one into which 
American farmers can pour a large volume 
of remunerative products every year. 

THE UNITED STATES APPLE TRADE WITH 
ENGLAND. 

During the year 1892 England took in 
from the United States and Canada 4,500-
000 bushels of apples, valued at $6,500,000. 
In the year 1893, however, owing to poor 
crops in this country and Canada, and not 
because of a want of a market in Eng-
land, she purchased only 3,400,000 bush-
els, valued at $4,100,000; and during the 
nine months ending with September, 1S94, 
Great Britain took 1,900,000 bushels of 
apples, valued at $2,500,000. The apple 
market in Great Britain during the spring 
is largely supplied from Australasia, New 
Zealand, France, and Italy, the import 
from the latter country being a novelty 
which was witnessed for the first time dur-
ing the year 1894. 

The English apple crop is gathered in 
the early autumn and partially supplies 
the markets until about the middle of Sep-
tember. Then the first shipments of 
American apples begin to arrive. They 
consist of summer fruit. They are very 
tender and require immediate sale- They 
are packed in what are known as "New 
York barrels," containing three bushels 
and running 1 cwt. in weight. These bar-
rels are smaller by 25 pounds than those in 
which the Canadian apples reach that mar-
ket. But it is rather an advantage to the 
American trade that the barrel is smaller. 
I t is not believed in Great Britain that if 
the barrels were made larger the corres-
ponding increase in price could be obtained. 

Canadian apples begin to arrive in Lon-
don at the end of October. As a rule they 
are firm, hard and fine colored, and com-

mand the best prices through the winters-
American apples average, wholesale, $2.25" 
to $3.15 per "New York barrel," while the! per J 
Canadian bring $2.91 to $3.87 per >4Cafla 
dian barrel." 

per 
The 1894 apple crop of 

England is exceptionally small, owing to 
a late frost in the spring. The market fo r 
American apples will be good throughout 
the entire coming winter. I t is important 
that the shippers understand that only 
choice fruit will pay profit on shipments. 
It is equally important that the apples be 
carefully handled and properly packed. 

There is also a good demand in England 
for high-class cider, and there is no reason 
why the American farmer should not ex-
port in this form the apples not property 
conditioned for shipment. At the present-
time English cider is selling at 22 cents; 
per gallon, with a prospect of commanding: 
25 cents during the greater part of the. 
winter. 

EXPORTS OF HORSES. 

There is a growing demand in England 
for American horses. During the tirst 
nine months of the year 1S94 the English 
market took 2,S11 American drivinglior-
ses, at an average value of $13» per "head. 
Last year the average price of those shipped 
was $230. A sound, light draft horse, in 
good condition, of the size anil weight 
adapted to omnibus work in cities, will 
generally bring, in Liverpool or London, 
$150. Nearly all of the shipments of hor-
ses thus far from the United States to 
England have been through English buy-
ers. Arriving in England, the animals are 
put out to grass, as a rule, for a month at 
least, and are then sold at auction. Cana-
da has about an equal share with ourselves . 
in the English horse market, although 
Canadian shipments have the reputation of 
being somewhat better in quality. 

The average price of Canadian geldings 
during the last nine months has been $160, 
as against $139 for American. The Eng-
lish understand perfectly well that prices 
of horses have fallen in the United States 
on account of the extensive substitution of 
trolleys and bicycles for horses, and it is 
generally conceded that considerable de-
mand for American horses will soon spring 
up through Europe. The great omnibus 
and tramway companies of London are re-
cruiting their stocks from the United States 
and Canada very generally at the present 
time. 

POTATOES. 

The British acreage in potatoes has not 
varied materially from half a million acres 
during many years. In Ireland the acre-
age has gradually fallen, in the course of 
fifteen years, fi'om 842,000 acres to 720,-
000 acres. The potato product of the A 
Channel Islands, France, and Belgium ' * 
amounts to about 3,000,000 cwt. every 
year. But during the year 1894, up to and 
inclusive of the month of May, a consider-
able shipment of potatoes was made from 
England to the United States. When those 
shipments were made, potatoes were selling 
in New York for $2.25 per sack of 168 
pounds, and the price in England was $7.29 
to $12-15 per ton of 2,240 pounds. In Oc-
tober, 1894, potatoes were selling in New 
York at $1.85 per sack of 168 pounds, 
while the prices ranged in England at from 
$14.60 to $17 per ton. 

The cost of transportation for potatoes 
from Great Britain to the United States 
per ton is about as follows: Drayage to 
the ship, 60 cents; freight, $3.03; sacks, 
$1.80. To these figures must be added in-
surance, -duties, and commissions on this 
side. The duty is put on to protect the 
"infant industry" of potato growing in the 
United States. I t is supposed to make 
higher prices for those Americans who 
raise potatoes, and lower ones for those 
who eat them. A protective tariff is al-
ways depicted by its advocates as a dual 
blessing to the farmer, so adjusted as to 
always enhance the things he sells and 
cheapen the things he buys. However, 
English potato dealers do not look to the 
New York market for sales until prices 
there reach about $2-25 per sack. The po-
tato crop of England this year is so limited 
that we shall not be able to draw supplies 
from there, even at higher prices than were 
obtained last year. 

Hand and Eye Education. 

I hear much said about the higher edu-
cation. Yes, we want it, but we want 
more—a broader education. We want ed-
ucation of the hand and of the eye, not 
merely of the brain. We want education 
the issue of which shall be a whole man-
hood, the objects which shall be life, not 
merely the so-called learned professions. 
It is easier to find a learned minister t o 
make a sermon, than a learned upholsterer 
to make a chair. It is easier to find a 
skilled surgeon to mend a broken bone, 
than a skilled plumber to mend a broken 
pipe. And we will come, and we ought t o 
come (and it is in this direction that the re-
forms of the future lie,) to a system of edu-
cation which will not have its eye on the 
four learned professions—law, ministry, 
medicine, and teaching—but which will, 
provide with equal fidelity, largeness, and 
generosity for the hand-workers and the 
eye-workers of America.—Lyman Abbott. 
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