
-THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.' 

Report of Executive Committee. 
S t a t e « r a n g e , 1805. 

We commence our report upon the sub-
ject of national finance by quotino- the first 
paragraph of our last year's report and 
portions of the second, third and fourth: 
At our last annual meeting we reviewed 
the financial and economic conditions of 
the country and commented at some length 
upon the disastrous policv of the govern-
ment, and the inefficiency of its financial 
administration. During the past year there 
has been no improvement in this respect; 
matters have grown worse and worse with 
every month. The value of farm property 
and farm products, and all other products 
of labor, have been constantly falling, 
while the value of credit property and le-
gal tender money has been constantly in-
creasing. Debts incurred a year ago, and 
previous to that time, require 20 per cent 
more of the average farm products to pay 
the principal now than it would a year ago, 
and so with the average products of all 
other labor, while salaries of public officers 
and all incomes fixed by law remain the 
same, or have been increased. The gov-
ernment by this false and destructive policy 
of making gold, which is constantly in-
creasing in value, the sole measure of 
credit values has embarrassed itself, and 
now comes forward as a borrower in com-
petition with the debtors whom its financial 
policy has distressed. Having made it 
more profitable to hoard legal tender 
money than to invest it in any productive 
enterprise, it now comes in as a borrower 
for the sole purpose of hoarding a hundred 
millions more. 

v / No intelligent person who considers the 
•vA £>iu>|tx,i. can OKpect « revival iddu«iries 
\ under such conditions. 

A financial policy that makes idle money 
more profitable than money invested in 
productive industry must necessarily crip-
ple enterprise and diminish circulation. 
Thousands of manufacturing plants are 
lying idle, and millions of willing work-
men are out of employment because the 
money required to buy materials to stock 
the plants and manufacture the finished 
product will buy more than the value ©f 
the output when finished. 

It is acknowledged that the world's stock 
of gold is insufficient to form a safe and 
stable basis for the world's exchange of 
products and national, municipal, corpor-
ate and individual credit. As a natural 
and inevitable consequence, all free gold 
is placed upon the auction block and bid 
for by the gold standard nations to hoard 
for self protection. Under this system of 
finance safe circulation of individual and 
corporate credit depends upon the amount 
of free gold in existence. The gathering 
up and hoarding of free gold by the o-old 
standard nations diminishes the supply 
while at the same time the demand is in-
creased. As a natural and inevitable con-
sequence, the purchasing power, or com-
parative value of gold, and all credit based 
upon gold, is increased. This increase has 
amounted to an average of 20 per cent over 
all other products of industry during the 
past year, so that the debtor finds that 
while he is paying 8 per cent interest on 
the mortgage or note he owes, he is also 
paying 20 per cent in addition as a premi-
um on the value of the gold represented in 
his debt." 

We regret that we are unable to report 
to you a change for the better in these con-
ditions. The price of farm products has 
fallen and is still falling. The ratio of 
failures in business to new firms entering 
into business has increased and is increas-

to the corporation fifteen thousand dollars 
annually in taxes, by charging up to the 
profit and loss account one million repre-
sented by slow or doubtful securities held 
by the bank, and offsetting it by crediting 
to that account one million from the sur-
plus fund. 

ing. 
About the only business that is flourish-

ing under the present financial policy of 
the government is the banking business. If 
we take as a sample of the profits of this 
business the report of Lyman J . Gage, 
president of the First National Bank of 
Chicago, made to the stockholders of the 
bank in August last, we ought not to be 
surprised at the efforts the bankers are now 
making to continue indefinitely the present 
financial policy of the government. In that 
report president Gage stated that the net 
earnings of the First National Bank of 
Chicago during the last thirteen years had 
been more than twenty-two per cent annu-
ally, and that the directors had just saved 

CAUSES O F P R E S E N T CONDITION. 

We are not of those who attribute the 
present depressed condition of agriculture 
solely to the demonetizing of silver in 1873; 
or to the present tariff; or to unwise legis-
lation; or to bad financial management of 
the administration. All of these in our judg-
ment are potent causes, but added to these 
are other natural causes like the opening 
and settling of vast grain, wool, cotton and 
meat growing regions in foreign countries 
and the introduction therein of the most 
improved labor saving machinery which 
has so reduced the cost of production and 
so increased the supply, that the foreign 
markets for long distance, transportable 
farm products aré supplied at a cost so 
low that it is ruinous to any American farm 
product that depends upon foreign demand 
for its market price. 

So far as the present condition is the 
production of natural causes it can be over-
come only by intelligent application of the 
forces of nature at our command. But so 
far as it has been caused by adverse or un-
wise legislation and by a mistaken finan-
cial policy, legislative action and a change 
of financial policy is the proper and only 
remedy. 

T H E SILVER QUESTION. 

The demonetization of silver by this and 
other commercial nations in 1873, is un-
ifubtedlv the * v m t potent, .factor in t ie 

P1 -sent world-wide depression of business. 
So far as its disastrous effects upon this 
country is concerned we believe it can be 
remedied by the free and unlimited coin-
age of silver and gold production of Ameri-
can mines on the ratio now existing. It 
would add seventy million dollars to our 
legal debt paying money the first year, and 
an increase annually, as. the stimulus thus 
given to its production would develop new 
mines and increase the output of those now 
in operation. 

w e therefore urge upon congress the 
passage of the following bill drafted by 
our chairman, and now in the hands of our 
junior senator in Congress: 

A BILL to provide for the unlimited 
coinage of silver and gold at the ratio of 
sixteen of silver to one of gold, and to 
impose an import duty upon foreign sil-
ver equal to the difference between its 
bullion value and its coinage value. 
S E C T I O N 1 . Be it enacted by the Semite 

and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled, That any per-
son may at any time during business hours 
bring to any United States mint, silver or 
Gold bullion or silver or gold coins, not 
less than one hundred dollars in coinage 
value at any one time, and have the same, 
when of sufficient purity for mintage, coined 
free of charge, the gold in accordance with 
existing laws, and the silver into dollars 
nine-tenths fine of the weight each or four 
hundred and twelve and one-half grains. 

SEC. 2. That the person so depositing 
silver or gold for coinage, shall at his op^ 
tion, be entitled to receive the coinage 
value of such deposit in kind, or in lieu 
thereof, United States treasury notes in de-
nominations of five dollars, or mul-
tiples of five dollars which notes 
shall be payable on demand in gold or sil-
ver coin at the option of the treasurer, and 
that said coins and treasuiy notes shall be 
a legal tender for all debts, public or pri-
va ce. 

SEC. 3. An import duty is hereby im-
posed upon all foreign silver bullion and 
foreign silver coin, and on all foreign gold 
bullion and foreign gold coin equal to°the 
difference in value between the bullion value 
of imported metal as quoted in the London 
(England) market and its coinage value at 
the United States mint at the date of its im-
portation, whenever the bullion value shall 
be quoted less than its coinage Value. 

SEC. 4. All acts or parts of acts con-
travening the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

O B J E C T I O N S A N S W E R E D . 

First, "A 412i grain silver dollar is a 

fifty cent dollar and therefor a dishonest 
dollar. We frankly admit that a fifty 
cent dollar would be a dishonest dollar, but 
as a mathematical certainty it would be 
only One-half as dishonest as a twohundred 
cent dollar and if we must have one or the 
other as the basis of business the one that 
is least dishonest is the one that we prefer; 

Second, It would place this country on 
a silver basis. 

This alarming "bugaboo" is used by . the 
bankers to frighten the uninformed." We 
are now and have been for the last three 
years upon a single gold basis, and during 
this time the average price of products, and 
especially farm products, have been con-
stantly declining and the purchasing power 
of gold constantly increasing. As gold ap-
preciates, all debts appreciate in the same 
ratio and must continue to do so as long as 
we are on a gold basis. Farm products 
are constantly falling in value, while debts, 
taxes, salaries, professional services and 
transportation charges remain the same. 
Matters could hardly be worse for the 
farmer upon a silver basis than they are 
now upon the gold basis. Upon a silver 
basis we would have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we were on a stable founda-
tion. Our base would not leave us at the 
rate of five millions a week as our gold 
base is leaving us now, but would broaden 
and strengthen as our mines developed. 
We are bimetallists and believe in a parity 
of treatment of silver and gold, and with 
parity treatment we believe there would 
be no necessity of ruinous gold purchases 
by the government to keep up a parity of 
value. 

BOND ISSUES. 

i t e r a t e what we have said in ror-
vw'r" reports that so long as every American 
citizen who has anything to sell is ready 
apd willing to take legal tender treasury 
notes at their face value in exchange, and 
every salaried officer in the service of the 
government, every contractor on the pub-
lic works and every pensioner upon the 
pension roll are willing and prefer to be 
paid in treasury notes, we are emphatically 
opposed to the issuing of interest-bearing 
bonds to obtain money to defray the ordi-
nary expenses of the government. Con-
gress should at once provide for contingen-
cies like the present by empowering the 
secretary of the treasury to issuee non-in-
terest bearing legal tender treasury notes 
to meet any deficiency in the public rev-
enue resulting from miscalculation of ex-
pected receipts from revenue laws. 

GREENBACKS. 

We are opposed to the funding and can-
celling of the greenbacks as recommended 
by the president. As a means of breaking 
that endless chain" which the president 
complains is now drawing the gold from 
the treasury for exportation, we recom-
mend the immediate passage of a law by 
Congress, making it the duty of the United 
States treasurer to pay all coin obligations 
of the government in silver when the gold 
reserve in the treasury is less than one 
hundred million dollars. 

ing greenbacks and silver and gold eagles, 
it is discharging a constitutional cfiity' 
which belongs solely to the government' 
and cannot be, and ought not to be, con-
ferred upon private corporations. So far, 
however, as the government acts as guar-
antor for the payment of national Imnk 
notes, and as gold broker to furnish im-
porters of foreign merchandise with o-okl 
to meet their foreign bills, the government 
is in the banking business, and we join the 
bankers in demanding that it should quit 
the business. And, while we insist that the 
government shall go out of the bankino-
business, we also demand that the banks 
shall go out of the government business. 
That they shall cease to be controllers of 
the treasury and directors of the mints. 
That they shall cease to dictate to congress 
and to the president, the financial policy of 
the government. 

It is not that the government is in the 
banking business, but that the banks are 
in the government business, that is raising 
the mischief with private business and pub-
lie affairs. That is giving the bankino-
business a net profit of 22 per cent annu-
ally, and farming and nearly all other 
business, a net loss of about the same 
amount. J . G. R A M S D E L L , 

W A L L A C E E . W R I G H T , 
C Y R U S G . L U C E , 
H . D . P L A T T , 
R . H . T A Y L O R . 

We regard the adoption of the foregoing 
report as unwise and against the best in-
terest of the Grange. F . W . R E D F E R N , 

P E R R Y M A Y O . 
The report was adopted. 

W i <3* 

T H E BANKS AND T H E G O V E R N M E N T . 

1 y. Arr(er:,Wit > • 
M R . E D I T O R : May I make a suggestion 

or two ? 
I think if every Grange would elect a 

correspondent to the G R A N G E V I S I T O R we 
wouhl have more reports from Subordi-
nate Granges and our paper would be made 
better and more interesting. 1 am sure we 
all like to hear from our sister Granges. 

Another suggestion. Would it not be a 
good plan to appoint someone in your 
Grange to solicit subscriptions for the 
V I S I T O R ? J u s t think of it, fellow Patrons. 
For only 50 cents you can get the V I S I T O R 
a whole year. And where can a paper be 
found for so small a sum that has a larger 
amount of good clean reading than our own 
G R A N G E V I S I T O R ? Yet we hear each year 
that the V I S I T O R does not pay expenses. 
Whose fault is it? The V I S I T O R ought to 
be in every Grange home and we hope 
every Grange in Michigan will see to 
it that the paper this year will be 
made to pay its way, for it certainly can 
and will if we, to whom the paper belongs, 
only do our part. Yours Fraternally, 

M R S . C . L . P E A R C E . 

For The Schools. 

At the meeting of the United States 
Bankers' Association, held at Atlanta in 
October last, the association demanded that 
the government should retire and cancel all 
its legal tender notes and go out of the 
banking business, and leave it to them to 
furnish the people with money in the form 
of bank notes, with which to carry on the 
business of the country. The president 
recommends that their demands be grant-
ed. What do the bankers mean when they 
say the "Government must go out of the 
banking business?" In what respect is the 
government in the banking business ? The 
power to "Coin money and regulate the 
value thereof" is given by the constitution 
to the federal government. The supreme 
court has decided more than once that the 
sole power to coin money and regulate its 
value included the power to stamp money 
and regulate the value thereof. Mr. Jev-
ons in his "Money and Mechanism of Ex-
change," says, "We ought to talk of coin-
ing notes, for, though the design is im-
pressed on paper instead of metal the func-
tion of the notes is exactly the 
same- * When the government is stamp-

I have been asked by some of your read-
ers to suggest some plan or plans to im-
prove our. country schools. We have re-
cently put in practice a plan whereby the 

| schools of a township are set to work on a 
plan of improvement. Each township has 
a teachers' reading course, a teachers', pu-
pils' and Patrons' lecture course, a graded 
course of reading selected by the commis-
sioner and endorsed by the teachers, a 
township literary society. 

We have already demonstrated the great 
help that these measures will bring "to a 
township by putting them in successful op-
eration in Elbridge township, Oceana 
county. The objects we seek to accom-
plish are: 1. To cultivate abetter educa-
tional sentiment among all the forces of 
education. 2.. To bring teachers and 
Patrons together in educational effort. 3. 
To cultivate sociability, power to speak 
and think, and a true literary taste. 

Now, we must remember that the great 
question for us to settle in country school 
education is the improvement of teachers, 
and greater than this, the improvement of 
the power that hires teachers. 

We shall be glad to answer our friends 
more fully if this does not suffice. 

D . E . M C C L U R E . 

The V I S I T O R is your paper. Work for it. 
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The Care of Hens. 
A. K. CLARK. 

In this paper I will endeavor to give my 
experience and observation on the care of 
chickens. In the first place they want a 
warm and comfortable house where they 
can be shut up and kept warm. It is not 
necessary to be too warm, but just warm 
enough to keep their combs from freezing 
and so that the cold wind will not blow on 
them. I t is not necessary to have a large 
house. One 12x24 will accommodate 75 
hens. I have four such houses that are 
good and convenient, 8 feet in front and 
4 in the rear with one roof, and facing the 
south. I t is boarded up and down and cov-
ered outside of the boards with tarred 
paper. The entire building, roof and all, 
outside of paper, is shingled, siding with 
cheap shingles being cheaper than boards. 
The front slants back feet so to have the 
sun strike square on them. There are three 
windows in each in front with 18 lights 
8x10 glass. They are divided into three 
departments with poultry wire netting. 
There is a platform 4 feet wide on the back 
side, the entire length of the house. This 
is to catch the droppings, with roosts one 
foot aboye that, three in number in each 
department. Nest boxes in front of the 
platform 6 feet long 12 inches wide divided 
into five departments, entering the nests 
under the platform and a lid on top for 
gathering the eggs. 
. This I think a model cheap house and 
very convenient, and warm enough with-
out artificial heat and will accommodate 75 
hens in winter. The houses cost about 40 
dollars each. One can put more money in 
them and make them larger and higher, 
but it makes them harder to keep clean and 
are not so warm. Make them as low as 
you can and have them convenient. I t 
makes them warmer in winter. 

i 
F E E D . 

And now for feed. In short give them 
as near as possible the same variety they 
would get in summer. For winter laying 
I will give you a bill of fare. I use in the 
morning boiled potatoes, hot, mashed, and 
mixed with middlings coarse or fine. At 
noon oats, at night corn. Just before 
going to roost twice a week I use as a sub-
stitute for potatoes meat cracklins pro-
cured from the butcher. I boil them and 
mix with middlings the same as I use po-
tatoes. 1 also feed wheat and buckwheat. 
I keep before them fresh granulated bone 
and oyster shell. I feed occasionally pep-

isjjer, ̂ ^ n h u r , and Cxcelsior condition pow-
ders. ^ e e p clean water before them and 
give them clover hay or straw or any kind 
of hay cut fine, and refuse cabbage. They 
will consume quite a quantity of such 
food. With this treatment you may have 
winter layers. I clean the platform twice 
per week and when the houses get filthy I 
take a layer of dirt off of the bottom of the 
houses. I keep about three hundred hens 
in the winter. You will say this is a great 
care and a great deal of work. I keep two 
cows and one horse and I can take care of 
the chickens as easily as I can do my other 
chores, including milking and making the 
butter. In one year I made sixty-four 
dollars clear off of two cows. That same 
year 1 cleared one hundred and eighty-
three dollars off of 300 hens. My cows are 
first-class—would have brought 75 dollars, 
and my chickens were worth 70 dollars. 

FOR SUMMER TREATMENT. 

I keep through the summer 100 to 150 
and raise chickens for the next winter. I 
have two parks of about } acre each, built 
of poultry wire netting where I can shut 
them up when desired. The parks cost 
about 20 dollars. Each one hundred hens 
will lay eggs enough through the summer to 
pay their keeping and raise five hundred 
chickens and have some to spare. I give 
about the same rations in summer as in 
winter, omitting the green food and vege-
tables and meat, for they get that for them-
selves running at large. One thins I 
omitted in their treatment, they must have 
plenty of gravel, for that is their gristmill 
to grind their food, otherwise they can't be 
healthy. I have to get gravel for them for 
there is not enough in the soil here to sup-
ply such a large nock. The gravel is not 
lime substance, so I have to supply other 
lime substances. Any one will learn in a 
short time the wants of the hen. When 
they have been without gravel for some 
time see them pitch into it when they 
get a fresh supply! They eat it as they 
would corn when I turn them out after 
being confined for some time. I t is aston-
ishing to see the amount of grass, corn 
fodder, and straw and hay they will eat. 
One man said "they won't eat straw and 
corn fodder." I said yes, I feed my 300 
hens in winter from three to four bushel 

' baskets of cut straw per day and they will 
eat it all or use it all up. Clover or hay is 
better if you have it. I never allow my 
hens to run out in cold freezing weather, or 
wet sloppy weather, then they get chilled, 
but when it is clear and not too cold 1 let 
them run. Some say to me, why don't 
my hens lay as yours do? I often find the 

cause of their not laying is that they are 
fed in the morning and then the doors are 
thrown open and they run out and in at 
will in cold, stormy weather. They get 
chilled till they are driven in by suffering, 
and so off goes a day or two of eggs till the 
weather moderates. I have tested this to 
my own satisfaction. I t will not do to let 
hens run in cold weather. When my hens 
are laying, the cold weather has no effect 
on them. Some ask about artificial heat. 
I do not think it best, for we would be apt 
to get it too warm in the day and at nignt 
get so much cooler that they would be in 
danger of taking cold that will produce 
roup and perhaps death. One of the 
houses I have described will keep 75 hens 
comfortably and warm. The colder the 
weather the closer they will get together. 
In my next I will treat on the variety of 
hens. 

Lakeside 

Feeding Dairy Cows. 

ED. R. AUSTIN. 

While the majority of farmers probably 
feed nearly the same ration, still, owing to 
circumstances, we are often compelled to 
vary it and the result is not always satis-
factory. Being a strong advocate of a bal-
anced ration, we still think it advisable to 
feed for the product that we are selling; 
for instance if we are selling milk feed for 
as large a milk flow as possible, and if for 
butter a ration that contains a large per-
centage of fat. For our regular herd ra-
tion we are feeding four quarts bran, four 
quarts cob meal, one quart cottonseed meal 
and fifty pounds ensilage daily. 

We have found it absolutely necessary 
to keep the weight of each cow's milk in 
order to feed judiciously. As soon as we 
notice a slight falling off in quantity of 
milk we increase that cow's ration, and if 
she responds at the pail to the increased 
feed we continue it as long as it is 
profitable. The only time we put a cow on 
a small ration is when we are drying her 
up. When dry we increase to the regular 
ration until about one week before calving, 
when we quit feeding corn meal and cot-
tonseed meal and increase the bran to 12 
quarts daily. As soon as the cow has 
calved we give her a hot bran mash, con-
tinue feeding bran until the fourth day, 
when we add a little corn meal, gradually 
increasing until at the end of thirty days 
we have her eating all she can assimilate. 

The Babcock test is another valuable as-
sistant in feeding. We have found that 
our herd average 5.8 per cent butter fat, 
and by making a test weekly we are able 
to feed so that they will keep close to t'jose 
figures throughout the year, ami '¿J- „Ian 
so regulate their grain ration that in ctovng-
ing from hay or ensilage to pasture ^you 
can still maintain the richness and! get 
quite an increase in quantity of milk. 1 As 
silos are not in general use in this part of 
the state, we will give a little of our ex-
perience. The first of October, 1894, we 
commenced feeding silage, and as the cows 
seemed to prefer it to hay we quit feeding 
hay. January 15, with only another month's 
feeding of ensilage we changed to clover 
hay with the result that our cows fell off 
four pounds each of milk daily. After 
feeding hay one month we again fed ensi-
lage and regained nearly all in milk that 
we had lost, proving that ensilage is im-
portant to profitable dairying. 

Florence. 

Report of Overseer. 

The following is report of Worthy Over-
seer Cole at State Grange, 1895: 

Worthy Master? and Patrons: 
What are we here for? If our first 

parents had spent a few thoughts on this 
question perhaps we might now all be 
dwelling in paradise. They took it for 
granted that they were merely placed there 
to have a good time and do about as thev 
pleased. Only a few days elapsed before 
they were in disgrace for disobedience of 
orders with no chance for trying again. I t 
was too bad, but then they had learned a 
lesson that none of us should forget. I 
have in mind several Granges that" many 
years ago started forth with flying colors. 
They met together for the purpose of hav-
ing a good time with the least possible 
labor. Their numbers increased rapidly 
and as it was too much bother and worry 
to initiate in regular form, candidates were 
slid in like grease. I t seemed so much 
nicer and easier than the right way. After 
a few months of pleasure and riotous liv-
ing without labor, the Lord closed them 
out and they knew how to sympathize with 
poor Adam and Eve. Did I say the Lord 
closed them out? Well, that 's a mistake. 
They closed themselves out just as easy as 
sliding down hill. They had simply for-
gotten, or neglected to ask themselves the 
question, "What are we here fo r?" Neg-
lect of duty always has its reward. In 
most instances the reward is far from being 
valuable. We may charge father and 
mother Adam and Eve for being the 
source of all our woes and sorrows, but 
there have been thousands of bushels of 
forbidden frui t eaten sin/se their time. We 
have Grange Constitutions and By-Laws 

and they mean just what they say, "even 
that and nothing more," nor less. 

I t used to be the rule for ministers and 
magistrates when performing the marriage 
ceremony to require the bride to promise 
to love and obey her husband. Oh, for 
the good old times of peace and prosperity 
when this method was in vogue. Now we 
hear of nothing but hard times, drouths, 
wars and rumors of war and divorces. 
There are many marriages where there is 
no serious thought of all the sacred re-
quirements. A happy home is so much 
more to be desired than a home where 
strife and discontent seem to be the pre-
vailing rule. People are married, or should 
be, to begin anew their life work. To as-
sist, not only each other in smoothing out 
the rough places, but to help in guiding 
others in ways of pleasantness and truth! 
Children are born to love and obey their 
parents—to grow to useful man and wom-
anhood. We are to lead—they to follow. 
It is important that we select properly. 
Home, if it is all that it should be, our 
memories all through life will love to lin-
ger again within her pleasant portals. 

If we are to be farmers there should be 
no half way work about it. Thought and 
whole-souled work are necessary elements 
today for securing success in agricultural 
pursuits. Farming is business and it will 
not run itself any more with twelve or 
fourteen dry months annually. 

Two gentlemen of our town, one a ten-
ant, the other a proprietor, engaged in 
milk dairying last spring with eighteen 
cows. As the cows were mostly new in 
milk the other dairymen of the community 
were obliged for a few weeks to lift their 
hats to the new dairymen. As the weeks 
and months of parched weather rolled 
mournfully along, the cans of the success-
ful milk wagon decreased not only in size 
but in number until a five gallon can was 
all that was necessary, and "that not more 
than half filled, to hold the flow of that 
once prosperous herd. Of course the 
weather was partially responsible for the 
serious result, but those parties did not 
know "what they were here fo r . " Al-
ready they have nearly turned themselves 
out of the garden of Eden. Of course 
they knew it would not pay to buy prod-
ucts at hi^h prices to carry their cows 
through. When a Grange is organized it 
should be organized to stay. When we 
join the Grange it should be for life, with 
a purpose to assist in perfecting the organi-
zation. A night away now and then is not 
what you joined for. I t will not only 
leave holes all the way but will tend in a 
short time to stand you just outside the 
outer gate. Thousands will testify to this. 
Granges will not ran themselves any more. 
Hard and vigilant labor is required. There 
are times when members must unite and 
carry their Grange over swelling streams 
and through drouthy seasons. Yearly 
plant the standard of your Grange higher 
and firmer. Broaden the foundation so 
that it will stand to guide future gener-
ations in better paths of usefulness and 
economy. M. T. C O L E . 

A Succinct Statement. 

The loss of time endured by farmers in 
consequence of impassable roads is a seri-
ous drawback to their prosperity. Coun-
try roads in their natural condition are 
only passable in the season when the farm-
er's time is most valuable, that is the sea-
son he should be planting, cultivating, or 
harvesting his crops. Unless he attends to 
these in season, his volume of production 
is largely reduced and hence the cost of the 
same is increased; he is under a general 
expense for men employed by the month, 
the maintenance of same, his family ex-
penses, cost of keeping animals, taxes, and 
so forth. All these items accumulate 
against him whether employed or idle. 

All these reduce or lessen his profits, and 
the wonder is that he has done so well un-
der such adverse circumstances. Change 
these for the better by good roads and his 
prosperity takes at once a long step for-
ward, enlarge or increase his powers by 
giving him the opportunity to make fuil 
time, and he will not let the opportunity 
pass unimproved. Well built roads in-
volve complete drainage of the country, 
largely improving its sanitary condition, 
reducing loss and cost from sickness; and 
the more the subject is analyzed the more 
will appear resulting benefits which will 
continue to multiply themselves. 

The next class that will be substantially 
benefited are residents of the towns and 
cities engaged in commercial pursuits; to 
these will flow an increased and more 
steady volume of business, for which rea-
son it can be more economically transacted. 
Cheapness of production on both sides will 
largely increase the consumptive demand 
for each party. The soundness of this 
doctrine has so many illustrations that no 
argument need be made in proof thereof. 
—Prairie Farmer. 

Farm Papers and the Farmer. 

The work that is being accomplished by 
farm papers in uplifting the agriculture of 
the country can never be told in words. I t 

cannot be computed by numbers. The h i d -
den silver veins in Idaho and the gold in 
the mines and streams of California are 
not sufficient to represent its value. Silent-
ly their teaching falls into the soil and w e 
behold the harvest in the better returns-
that are reaped in the fields and gathered 
in the stalls. And so mighty is the influ-
ence of this teaching that it is gradually 
uplifting defective practice from the realm 
of submergence. I t is enabling the farm-
er to place the formations of his methods 
on the bed rock of correct principles. I t 
is shedding a new light and a new interest 
around his work which too frequently in 
the past was looked upon as cheerless 
drudgery. It is transferring the burden of 
back-breaking labor to the horse and the 
machine or implement which he draws. 
And it is bringing to him greater gains 
than he could possibly have secured with-
out the influence of such teaching. 

The benefits are great, but the price paid 
for them is small. Fellow farmers, we 
complain of depression and low prices for 
our produce. We murmur if we get no 
profit on our products. But do we ever 
stop to reflect that the publisher of the ag-
ricultural paper seldom gets any profit 
from the subscription revenues of his paperI 
It usually costs him more than the sub-
scription price. His profits come rather 
from the advertising pages than from the 
subscription lists. Let us think of these 
things as we enjoy the luxury of the fa rm 
paper that comes to us from week to week 
or from month to month as the case may 
be. As we think of them let us try and do 
something to help the men who are giving 
us goods below cost. 

Take an ordinary issue of an average 
farm paper. Look over its pages and 
what do we find? We see there "inform-
ation on its every page that would have re-
joiced the hearts of the readers of a hun-
dred years ago. We are almost sure to 
find in it something bearing upon our life 
work that is worth far more than the sub-
scription price of the paper for a year. I t 
keeps us so informed as to agricultural dis-
covery that in our work we can keep 
abreast of the times. It summarizes 
knowledge in many instances and thereby 
saves an immense amount of labor on our 
part to get at the conclusions reached. And 
in a single article it frequently gives us 
the cream of the results of the labors of a 
lifetime spent in some special work. And 
all this we get for the sum of fifty cents or 
one dollar per year. Farmers, are we not 
under some obligation to the agricultural 
press ? Have we no duty to perform by 
way of helping on the good work other 
than that of remitting the s u b s c r i p t i ^ 
price at stkted times "v 

And the help brought by the agriculture' 
al press is not confined to those who live 
solely upon revenues obtained from the 
farm. Farm papers have probably helped 
none so much as the teachers of agricul-
ture. The agricultural teaching of today 
is not based upon knowledge obtained 
from standard works. These as a rule are 
vet to be written. I t is rather based, first, 
upon the experiences gleaned on the old 
farm at home; second, upon the experien-
ces of men eminently successful in their 
respective lines of work; and third, upon 
information gleaned from the agricultural 
press, and the last mentioned is the most 
prolific source of such information. A t 
least it has proved so to the writer. Go 
on, then, publishers of farm papers. Weary 
not in the good work. You are "building 
better than you know." 

Take away all agricultural papers f rom 
the progressive farmer and where would 
he be. He would so feel the deprivation 
that he would appear like one dazed and 
lost. In thought he would wander about 
in dry places seeking some precious thing 
that had been taken away. His agricultural 
firmanent would be overcast with thick 
clouds. He would no more hear the rum-
ble of the wheels of agricultural discovery 
and progress which in former time brought 
gladness to his heart. And in spite of he-
roic efforts he would be left in the race. 

Fellow farmers,.it is a fact that perhaps 
nine out of every ten farmers in the land 
do not take an agricultural paper at all. 
They do not take it because they do not 
know its value. Think of the great disad-
vantages under which they labor. Is there 
no duty that we owe to these our brethren? 
Have we ever tried to persuade them to 
take an agricultural paper ? The sable Af -
ricans could sing "Let lis pity the white 
man who came and sat under our tree. H e 
has no mother to bring him milk, no wife 
to grind his corn." They could sing thus 
about a man who belonged to another 
country. Shall we" have less regard for 
those our countrymen who pursue the same 
calling, and yet they are groping in the 
darkness where the light of a farm paper 
never comes. Shall wet no sympathize 
with them and use our influence to bring 
them to a better frame of midn ? 

The old year is dead and gone and a new 
year has arisen from its ashes. And as we 
step across its portals we are doubtless re-
solving to be more true to life, that is t o 
be more helpful to our fellows than we 
have ever been. And in carrying out these 
good resolves, let us remember our duty to 

Continued to page 3. 
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