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Ladies and Gentlemen of tlie Michigan 
State Grange'. 
I t is a pleasure to welcome you to the 

capitol of the state for your annual meet-
ing. You are today the oldest and most 
important organization representing the 
interests of agriculture in this state. Your 
age as an organization has made you con-
servative in many things, but it is a con-
servatism induced by wisdom gained from 
experience. You still fight with as much 
force and vigor as ever, and more effect-
ually, because of experience and education 
gained in many a hard fought battle for 
farmers' rights. 

Many of your recommendations in rela-
tion to legislation in the past have been 
most valuable and practical. This was to 
have been expected, as all your members 
are familiar with the practical every day 
affairs of life, and among your members 
may be found men who have held the high-
est official positions in the gift of the state, 
and who have performed tneir duties with 
credit to themselves and to the calling they 
represented, as well as to the satisfaction 
of the people generally. As representa-
tives of the people you have rendered val-
uable services in the past, and have shown 
a foresight and wisdom that has command-
ed the admiration and respect of all those 
with whom you have come in contact, 
whether socially, in business, or in official 
life. But never before in the history of 
your organization have you been called 
upon to exercise greater wisdom or to be 
more fertile in resources than now. 

Some of the difficulties which meet the 
')riartiier,' and, to su>ue extent, all other ckss-
\Jfesi, may be mitigated by legislation. But 

there are others, growing out of mechani-
cal invention; such as bringing under cul-
tivation large empires of agricultural land, 
heretofore producing nothing for the sup-
port of mankind, and with no proportion-
ate increase of population, or demand for 
agricultural products; the modern cheap 
and rapid transportation, which, while it 
has undoubtedly benefited mankind, has 
had the tendency to materially reduce the 
income of the farmer, so that, while he 
buys what he needs for ordinary consump-
tion much cheaper than formerly, the mar-
gin left for profit and the payment of 
debts has been nearly or quite wiped 
out; the substitution of electricity 
for horse power in the propulsion 
of street cars, and of the bicycle as a 
means of personal transportation, almost 
extinguishing the use and value of horses,, 
and thereby reducing the demand for hay 
and oats; and the almost horseless carriage; 
which promises to complete the destruction 
already so far advanced. I t is probable 
that in the end all these things will, like 
other inventions, result in the betterment 
of the human race. But there is a transi-
tion period to pass through a readjustment 
of occupation to be accomplised, which 
calls for an exercise of wisdom, and a fer-
tility of resource, that has seldom, if ever, 
been required in the past. It is safe to 
assume, however, that a people who have 
made this country what it is will be able to 
find some way to preserve it. It is also 
safe to say that the farmers of Michigan, 
who have reclaimed these magnificent 
farms from a state of nature, cleared the 
forests, drained the swamps, constructed 
highways, erected the buildings, both pub-
lic and private, educated their children, 
and, many of them, giving from one to 
four years of the best part of their lives 
for the preservation of the government, 
will find some way to overcome the diffi-
culties which nbw beset us. 

I t may not be uninteresting to give a few 
facts in relation to state finances, and the 
cause of the present high state tax. 

There is one unpleasnt thing about it. I 
cannot assure you of any relief this year, 
but next year there will be a substantial re-
duction. The state is growing rapidly, 
and some increase in the amount of state tax 
is unavoidable, as the demands of the state 
increase. In the present case I am not 
going to give anything startling or sensa-
tional, or charge anyone with embezzle-
ment of the people's money. There |have 
been charges of corruption in every legis-

lature which has met since the admission 
of the state, but there is very little on 
our statute books to show that any 
considerable amount of the people's money 
has been sacrificed. The state business is j 
not carried on with that strict economy \ 
which a prudent man exercises in his own \ 
business, but it comes as near to it as any , 
public business with which I am acquaint-
ed. There have been some improvements1^ 
made in methods, and there is room for . 
more, which I trust, may come in the near | 
future. 

The main excess of taxes this year over j 
what they have been in legislative years in 
the past arises from the fact that sufficient 
taxes have not been levied in the past to 
pay the expenses of running the state gov-
ernment. 

I will go over very briefly the condition 
of the state finances for the past eight 
years. One of the most prolific causes of 
the increased expense is the care of the in-
sane. The cost of keeping prisoners has 
increased with increased numbers and the 
inability to find remunerative employment. 
The building of the Upper Peninsula Hos-
pital for the Insane at Newberry and of 
the Michigan Home for Feeble Minded and 
Epileptic at Lapeer, and the increased ap-
propriations for the University, Normal 
School and Mining School have also con-
tributed to the result. But when the needs 
of all the people are taken ' i to consider-
ation, I cannot see that there is anything 
wrong in these appropriations, and but for 
the added burden to the already heavily 
loaded taxpayer, they have much to recom-
mend them. • 

"When Governor Luce was inaugurated, 
January 1, 1887, there was a balance in 
the state treasury of $410,292.83. His ad-
ministration had to ¿-»y» yftft'i or qyjr. 
on what his predecessor had provided, and 
the balance in the treasury at the close of 
his first year was 194,060.46. The legisla-
ture of 1S87 appropriated for 1887," 81,-
950,085, and for 1888, $1,458,466, a total 
for two years of $3,408,551. The amount 
paid for the care of the insane for the fis-
cal years ending June 30, 1887, and June 
30, 1888, was 1527,940, and for state insti-
tutions, including insane, $1,792,296. 

The appropriations made by the legisla-
ture of 1889 were $3,085,205, or more^than 
$300,000 less than in 18S7. The amount 

¥ 
l»ind that the cost for the previous two 
¡years was $7S6,939,or $136,939 more than 
the estimates. The foregoing figures are 

| ® t exactly correct as the fiscal year ends 
, "tlr!e 30, but the comparisons are all on 
, ue same basis. 

u 1 .The legislature of 1893 levied in taxes, 
> r 1893, $1,931,214, and for 1894, $1,689,-
jt35, a total for the two years of $3,620,-

^349; and it made appropriations amount-
ing to $172,000 to which no taxing clause 
was incorporated. I t is proper to say that 
this legislature was unaware of the condi-
tion of the treasury, or it is reasonable to 

presume the matter would have been reme-
died. 
I The balance December 31, 1894, was a 
(Minus of $66,894, and $300,000 had been 
sorrowed to bridge over until the taxes 
«joukl be collected. The legislature of 1895 
appropriated for 1895 $2,733,919, or 

' p thereabouts, and for 1896 about $1,800,-
fw°- The tax levy for 1895 was $3,013,-
mt-9, and for 1896 it is estimated it will be 
Vbout $2,0S3,800. 
i ,phe following table shows the amount of 
i yk levied from 1887 to 1896, inclusive, 
$so the amounts paid for the support of 
1 he educational, reformatory and charitable 
iBstitutions: 

be a small deficiency at the close of the 
year 1896, but every effort is being made 
to collect past due taxes and to keep down 
expenses. 

This in brief is the present condition of 
the treasury, and the cause of the present 
high taxes. It is to lie sincerely regretted 
that this high tax comes when people feel 
so illy able to pay, but the appropriations 
are no more than the necessities of the 
state and its varied interests and institu-
tions require, and the honor of the state 
and of its people demands that the un-
authorized debt l)e cancelled at the earliest 
possible moment. 
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appropriated for the insane was $<86,939, 
and for all state institutions. $2,346,693i 
The balance in the treasury December 31, 
1890, the close of Governer Luce's second 
term, was $603,515, and on December 31, 
1891, the time when the administration of 
Governor Winans would commence to live 
on what it had provided, there was a balance 
of $506,110, or, in round numbers, $100,-
000 less than one year previous. During 
this year there was received from the gen 
eral government $420,000, which went Into 
the general fund. Taking this from the 
balance on hand December 31, 1891, would 
leave a balance of $86,110, showing sub-
stantially the same balance as four years 
before, in the middle of Governor Luce's 
fast term. The balance on hand December 
31, 1892, the end of Governor Winan's 
term, was $345,878, or $257,637 less than 
at the close of Governor Luce's term. Be-
sides this reduction in the balance, they 
had received $420,000 from the general 
government, making up to that time a total 
reduction of $677,637. 

The new administration had to live one 
year on what had been provided by its pre-
decessor, and on December 31, 1893, there 
was a balance of minus $128,300, and this 
after getting in about $200,000 advanced 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL INTEREST FUND FROM 1887 to 
1895, INCLUSIVE. 

1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 

$656,619.10 
816,343.79 
922,449.83 
848,726.76 
914,485.60 

1.009,099.40 
'989,932.57 

1,021,458.54 
l,000,772.0n 

LEGISLATIVE EXPENSES, 1 8 S 7 t o 1 8 9 5 . 

1887 
1889 
1891 
1893 
1895 

$127,954.61 
145,367.59 
137,428.68 
119.926.66 
123.929.67 

The balance at the close of business yes-
terday, December 9, 1895, was $31,644.49, 
but there had been borrowed $900,000, 
and $50,000 advanced by Wayne county. 
There are taxes due from various counties 
and from the insurance companies and 
barter railroad companies, which will 

by the Michigan Central and Lake S h o r e f ^ L ble the bills to be met until the money 
& Michigan Southern railroad companies,] ™ F o m the present tax levy can be realized, 
and about $lo0 000 from Wayne county? ^ ¡ e f e will, therefore, be $563,800 to apply 

^ i f T ^ less f a ^ deficiency. Then the expenses of l / e 
the First National Bank of Detroit, makin 
a deficit of nearly or quite $500,000. I 

The legislature of 1891 levied in t h j 
taxes for the two years only $2,863,050fl 
but they received from the general governi! 
ment $420,000, and made appropriation 

^wiature amounting to $123,929 have 
crea? paid, and $50,000 for strike expenses. 
m -wihe census, amounting to, probably, 
(•v/5,000, has been paid. There will be 
•jrsome interest to pay on loans, and some re-
ceived for deposits, but which will not ma-u u u . J ueivtju lur ucpusii», uut wun-u vvnt iiut ma,-

amounting to $264,000, to which there wa I terially change the result. There is also 
no taxing clause attached, amounting in ayi 
to $3,547,258. Among the items for whicj 
an insufficient tax was raised, was the care 
of the insane. The estimate for 1891-92 
was $650,000, but the cost was $822,523 
or $232,523 more than the estimate. This 
act seems stranger when it is called l,o 

being considerable expended in the collec-
tion of accounts against counties which 
have been delinquent in payment of taxes, 
but there will be from $200,000 to $250,-
000 collected which would otherwise not 
have been paid to the state. In view of the 
increased expense it is possible there will 

E c h o e s F r o m S t a t e G r a n g e . 

E D I T O R G R A N G E VISITOR: A S I rode 
into Coldwater the other day I noticed that 
one of my friends was following me up. 
He wore a broad grin on his face, and 
seemed wonderfully pleased about some-
thing. As he came within hailing distance 
he said, "How do you like the action of 
the State Grange?" I imformed him that 
I had not heard from the State Grange. 
He thereupon produced a paper which gave 
the substance of its action on the silver 
question, at the same time requestin g me 
to read it there and then. As I proceeded 
with the reading, he kept repeating his ar-
guments, seemingly with the intention of 
drawing me into a discussion. I felt too 
much humiliated to be led into a conten-
tion with him, sAfcl furthermore, I knew 
that he would talk a » W t of countenance 
if it took a week. » 'Jive attended several 
Grange conventional11 
State Grange wer^ish] 

heard aeandiPjl) 

oi l ve 

ithVre delegates to the 
isJ* lcted, and I have 
J<ja>s politics taken in--

Mother 
or )m 

never 
to coi 
he wf 

.<1V ( _ 
shade •• < t it ... 
and th. Hate Gr • x , tit 
on the current it . he 
day, without going contrary to th.' 
ions of at least a minivfty of its members. 
I know of many members who are opposed 
to the free silver sentiments contained in 
the reports of the executive committee in 
years past. They object to having the 
views expressed in such reports sent out 
over the world as Grange sentiment in this 
state. Every man has a right to his politi-
cal views, and he lias a right also to ex-
press them, but a committee which is dele-
gated to express the views of a fraternal 
organization should respect the feelings of 
minorities. If the executive committee 
persists in urging its free silver, cheap 
money doctrines onto the State Grange, it 
will naturally lead sound currency men to 
act on the defensive. 

In Granges where that sentiment is the 
stronger they will select for their delegates 
those who are most able to combat these 
free silver doctrines. Then our yearly 
meetings wi'l be changed from a State 
Grange to a political sideshow. 

All this talk about an import duty on 
foreign silver sounds to me like the veriest 
nonsense. How would the government 
collect such duty? I see no way it can be 
done except by making a thorough search 
of every person who comes across the 
line into this country. How long would it 
take to smuggle one million dollars worth 
of silver across the river from Windsor to 
Detroit in broad daylight, unless every per-
son who crosses to this side is thoroughly 
searched to determine whether they nave 
not a few dollars worth of silver hid away 
somewhere in their clothing ? If the Grange 
expects to hold its influence it cannot afford 
to advocate impractical measures. 

O . A . V A N D E R B I L T , 
Batavia. 

W h e r e R e f o r m is N e e d e d . 

Col. C. V. DeLand, the state tax statis-
tiscian, is doing his best to fill acceptably 
this new office created by the last legisla-
ture. I t is conceded that he has the ability 
as well as the disposition to do so, provided 
his sources of information be open and re-
liable. He must depend largely upon the 
faithfulness and efficiency of township and 
county officials for authentic information 
to make valuable and approximately accur-
ate his own statements and reports. He 
complains that in many instances the blanks 

Continued to page 5. 
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T ¿ E G R A N d - t e V I S I T O R . 

mi 
Concerning a Hothouse. 

HOWABD B. CANNON. 

A hothouse need not be an expensive 
attair to be useful. It is economy to make 
t u -if h y battening cracks and a layer 

ot building paper that no wind can get 
through. I find that a building simply 
wide enough to accommodate a seven foot 
sash does very well. Such a building may 
be heated inexpensively by a stove sunk 
well down and delivering its smoke into a 
flue made of sewer pipes. The stove should 
be placed at the end where you enter, and 
the chimney should rise from the far 
end. A house to start onion or tomato 
plants can be constructed for perhaps 12 | 
cents a square foot of glass area, by one 
doing his own work. 

When your spring crop of plants is out, 
if you are a small "farmer, you may find 
your house useful to store some flats, etc., 
under the benches. I should advise put-
ting on a temporary roof, that the sash be 
not warped by the heat of summer. When 
fall comes one finds a hothouse handy for 
curing seed corn, onion sets, etc. I used 
mine to ripen tomatoes in after frosts came, 
and followed these by bushels of seed corn. 

The last use of the year for the sash how-
ever, will please many who perhaps have 
not seen such. We built rough sheds into 
which our hen houses open and left an open-
ing at the south end in each shed seven by 
six feet. Across these openings "chicken 
wire" was stretched. On the approach of 
blustering weather two sash were slipped 
into each opening one above the other and 
secured in place. This gives a sheltered 
and warm place for the hens to scratch. I 
hope we will find our scratching sheds to 
be egg factories during the cold weather. 

Washington, Mich. 

T h e Busy Hen. 

A. K . CLARK. 

tn ^ a t night, some in 
w a g in the tool house or 
^ence . While all the 
ty red for the hens are 

I we 

Of all the stock on the farm there is none 
so neglected as the hens. While the horse, 
the cow, the sheep, and the hogs are well 
fed and generally well housed, the hens are 
left to look out for themselves. They per-
haps have a little corn thrown to them once 
a day in the winter and are left to find 
their own res* * : 

the wagon shi^1® 
in the trees o, 
other stock a' ^ , 
out in the gtf e ' e l w e ,it their food as best 
they can. ^«Ji r insed and dogged be-
cause they get into r ¿chief to get some-
thing to eat. They the mps p rofitable 

".ivwPvt on ^irs^pQ «properI]r" ^strecT furV-
After all their nepj . they come out in the 
spring with then* J supply of eggs, the 
most choice kinu\ >'f food, and in the fall 
when the pork bt l ¿el begins to look empty 
and meat is scarces.we find the busy hen 
has been at work tynd done her part well. 
She has a fine flock of chickens for our use 
and we hardly know where they came 
from, but what a fine dinner they make! 
But when they scratch in the garden, or 
pick a little corn, or tramp a little wheat 
down that grows near the barn, or get 
some of the pigs' corn, then there is trou-
ble. "They destroy more than they are 
worth and they must go ." A friend of 
mine had a nice flock of hens, they got into 
the garden and did some mischief, and in-
stead of preparing a place to put them so 
that he could control them he called a poul-
try dealer and sold them, and in a short 
time the good wife found that she could 
not do without eggs. They tried to buy 
them but they were scarce and high. Then 
he thought he would try the hens again. 
He came to me to buy but I had none to 
sell, they paid me too well at that time. 

,He was surprised. He thought he could 
get them when he wanted them and he 
would rather build so he could control 
them than to go without eggs. For when 
well cared for we can always have eggs. 

Now this is what I want to advocate in 
this paper, every farmer should make 
preparation to keep hens so that he can 
care for them for the profit there is in 
them. I will t ry to show by figures, by 
observation, and by experience that the 
hen is the farmer's best friend. 

First, there is more money in them ac-
cording to the money invested than in anv 
other stock. Second, they are like Secre-
tary Morton's crow, they do more good 
than damage on the farm. Now I will 
give my experience in profits. I will take 
from book account two years out of seven; 
all balance equally well. The first of Jan-
uary. 1891, I had in stock 209 chickens 
valued at fifty-two dollars, at 25 cents each. 

Eggs laid and chickens sold $ 276.45 
Stock on hand January 1, 1892 70.00 
Droppings 25.00 

Stock and cost of feed for the year... 
$ 371.45 

225.25 

Balance of year 1891 $ 146.20 
January 1, 1892,1 had in stock 280 chick-

ens, 25 cents each 70.00 
Feed and other expenses $176.62 
Eggs laid and chickens 246.62 

Sold $315.71 
Stock on hand Jan. 1, 1893... ^ 77.50 
Droppings 25.00 

J A N U A R Y 12, 189?. 

Balance. 

8418.21 
246.62 

$171.59 

This comprises, all the chickens raised 
and sold and eggs laid. I have included 
the droppings, ior I find by test they a r t 
as good as I can bay for twenty dollars petr 
ton. This is a fair profit for the mone 
invested. \ 

We raised in 1891 500 chin-kens and i{n 
1S92 350 were raised. W^ sell all thje 
cockerels as soon as. they are ready foir 
market and winter the pullets, which paw 
better. I will give the profits on winter-
ing pullets and selling in the spring, esti-
mated on 300 chicks for four months. / v . d 
the first of May chicks, worth 25 cet 
cost keeping four months, 23 cents makes 
48 cents; eggs laid 48 cents. Chicks sold 
for 40 cents which leaves 40 cents profit per 
hen. This helps to make up the yearly 
profits. \ 

Second, the hen is not only a frie^'Jfco 
the farm in the amount of fertilizer f i -
nished, but also in the amount of insecffi 
destroyed. I find they are a great beneJft 
to the fruit all the time they can run witij-
out destroying the fruit, and they pick rfT 
all the waste grain that would be lost J j 
not for them, and then they furnish choice! 
dishes for us to eat, and who would refuse 
a nice chicken pie? All this we cannot 
have without hens. The only thing is to 
prepare so to control them. In my next ft 
will give my experience in caring for theni. 

Lakeside, Berrien County. I 

t-

Favoring Good Roads. 

S. S. Bailey of this city has earned! a 
wide reputation as an advocate of gold 
roads, and he was invited to read a paplr 
before the good roads convention at Al-
lanta, Georgia, the past week. Mr. Bailed 
was unable to attend in person, b u t t l e 
wrote the paper and forwarded it, b u t l 
letter miscarried so it was not read at Ü] 
lanta. The paper in full is as follows: 

"The agitation of the question for good 
roads has, as never before awakened the peo-
ple to the indispensable necessity of the 
same and has educated the masses as to how 
a good road should be built, the necessity 
of thorough drainage, the kind of mater-
ial to be used and the necessity of soJne 
general supervision instead of being super-
vised as now with path masters. 

' 'The q uestions about good roads now a l f-
ing for answers are: First, from w | i t 
source are the means to come for cons twt -
ing them; whether from the nation, Sw»i is, 
counties, municipalities! in part, towní?^íp"¿1  

or a portion from each. Second, under 
what authority and supervision. Third, 
what roads of the counties, state and nation 
shall be considered as the main traveled 
roads of the country to be improved main-
ly at the expense of the public at large. 
Fourth, what additional legislation is need-
ed by the nation, the states and the coun-
ties before the means for building the 
roads can be provided. Since the settle-
ment of the country all roads with but few 
exceptions have been built with statute labor 
under the supervision of pathmasters of 
whom not one in one thousand has had the 
necessary qualification for the work. Not 
one in one thousand knows how to estab-
lish the proper grade, what constitutes the 
best material or how to apply the same. 
The sentiment is universal that this statute 
labor has not been worth 50 cents on the 
dollar, and much less than 50 cents as ex-
pended. If we ever get good roads with 
any uniformity for any great length, such 
as the traveling public need, they must be 
constructed and maintained under compe-
tent authority with the aid of qualified en-
gineers and with means adequate to ac-
complish the desired end. Authority and 
means in part must come from the na-
tion, states and counties and not from 
the small territory included in road dis-
tricts in subdivided townships. 

"The roads of the country are public 
highways for the benefit of all the peo-
ple and are in a certain sense the property 
of the nation as well as of the states and 
counties and townships and should be 
recognized as such. The owners of prop-
erty along the lines of the main traveled 
roads should not be made to bear all the 
burden of constructing and maintaining 
the same. The general public should a t -
tribute in proportion 
The land " " 

r 1 ï 
to benefits receivi 

taken for highway purposesE,,1 

the several states will average half a i | r
e jj 

lion acres for each state. The amotnt7 a v? t 
pended thus far by the farmers and? 
ers for constructing and maintain- : 
same has not been less on an averaffe°^°Uj ^ge ot 

•iffht fifty millions in each state. This land 
been taken and the money expended . . 
the public good, for the benefit of all t l f ' 
people, for the farmer, the planter and th$ 
'rest of mankind.' No help from any 
source except in a few instances where 
swamp lands were given for state roads, 
and the little help given at an early day for 
national roads. I t is true that the farm-
er's property is benefited, but not more so 
than all other property. The farmer needs 
the highway, but not more so than any 

other class of people. 
The main roads of the country, thouo-h 

poor and far from being first-class, have 
been and are still being constructed with 
money costing from 7 to 8 and 10 per cent. 
The same could be made first-class with 
money costing on long time bonds only 3 
or 4 per cent and the same amount'of 
money with good engineering and compe-
tent supervision under the contract system 
would do more than twice the amount of 
work that is now done under the present 
system. 

"Nothing is so much needed today for 
the country's prosperity as good roads. 
Congress has aided in building railroads, 
why not p v e aid to the main traveled high-
ways of the nation ? Such aid would not be in 
the nature of a subsidy for the benefit of 
an individual or a corporation, but for the 
general good and welfare of the whole na-
tion. I t would not be for a day but as 
lasting as the everlasting hills. Let con-
gress abolish the homestead and pre-emp-
tion acts. These have passed the limit of 
their usefulness. Henceforth give home-
steads only to soldiers and their widows. 
Sell the lands and forfeit all unearned rail-
road lands and apply the proceeds either 
directly or indirectly through the states in 
aid of the main traveled highways. In no 
nation can good roads be found unless rec-
ognized in some way by the nation itself. 
Today in no other way can monev be so 
profitably invested for the benefit of the la-
borer, the farmer and the people in general 
and the nation as in making first-class 
roads. The banks and capitalists are full 
of idle money and the country is full of 
idle labor, seeking remunerative employ-
ment wherewith to supply their and their 
families' wants. Capitalists are anxious as 
never before to invest in public securities 
whether national, state or municipal, at 
very low rates of interest on long time. 
Whether the cause can be over-production 
or under-consumption, for the want of 
means to purchase by the masses who 
labor or from other causes discussed by the 
politicians, investments in manufacturing 
and other industries are not eagerly sought 
by those who hold the money. 

"Under proper laws for making good 
roads, idle money and idle labor would 
work well together for the benefit of the 
nation and would recompense in part for 
the great loss which the country has sus-
tained during the last few years of depres-
sion in all the lines of industry. 
The benefits would not be temporary 
but as lasting as the nation itself. 

"The money expended would go into the 
pockets of the farmers and idle laborers 
and would furnish the great mass of the 
people now with empty pockets the means 
tcrpTrrchase ail the over-production which 
now hangs as a heavy weight on the nation. 

"Taxation would not necessarily be in-
creased if the roads are built on the pro-
ceeds of long time bonds at a low rate of 
interest. The loss which the country will 
sustain in twenty years if bad roads are to 
continue will be more than twice the cost 
of making good roads, and we will-have 
the good roads from the time they are 
made to the time the bonds mature and 
forever after. 

"Before we can have free delivery of the 
mails among the rural population we must 
have good roads. With good roads, the 
free delivery of the mails will surely come. 

"Aid from the general government, be 
it ever so small will awaken a more lively 
interest in road making in all the land. 
That the general government sees the ne-
cessity of some decided action being taken 
for good roads is evidenced by the call for 
a good roads congress by the Hon. J . Ster-
ling Morton, secretary of agriculture. The 
call itself shows that good roads are of na-
tional importance as well as of necessity, 
for the farmer and planter. Let the word 
paternalism, which threatens every effort on 
the part of the nation or states for the 
benefit of the laboring classes, have no ter-
rors to prevent the government, whether 
national or state, from giving aid or mak-
ing provisions for constructing its own 
main traveled highways such as will be a 
means of great saving to the producing 
classes—a credit to the nation and a bless-
ing to all the people.—Grand Rapids 
Herald. 

Co-operation Among Farmers. 

There can be no question of the immense 
value of the co-operative movement of the 
past three years to the fruit growers of 
California. Besides the strong organiza-
tions of the wine growers and the orange 
growers, there are some thirty or forty so-
cieties of deciduous fruit growers—by far 
the strongest being those oí Santa Clara 
county—which are gradually learning how 
to work together effectively through the 
State Exchange. But aside from the cre-
ation of these organizations the education-
al advance is astonishing. Where, three 
years since, there was almost absolute ig-
norance of the process of marketing, there 
is now a general intelligence which renders 
the manipulations and deceptions which 
were formerly common utterly impossible. 
The competition of the co-operative soci-
eties has led to such an improvement in the 
service rendered by commission houses as 
alone to repay an hundred fold the cost of 

| the co-operative effort, and In these and 
I other indirect ways the benefiis of co-oper-
j ation are felt and acknowlilgd by all. 
| There is danger, however, that growers, 

finding no present saving in the cost of 
I marketing, will not persist in co-operation 
| until the managers of societies have learned 

the business so well that they make the 
small saving in expense which is certainly 

j possible by co-operation. For the present 
I I believe that we must confine co-operative* 
1 effort to very simple matters, which are 

familiar to most of those co-operating. Co-
operative stores, co-operative mills, co-op-
erative canning companies, I constantly 
warn farmers against touching. They are 
almost always promoted by some one de-
siring a place for which he is not fit, and 
usually come to grief. I draw the line at 
all co-operative enterprises involving the 

j purchase of material or merchandise to be 
I sold again. These are usafe for farmers in 

their present state of development. The 
objects of our societies are very simple. 
They are, first, to inform ourselves before 
selling, of the condition of the market— 
remembering that our market is thousands-
of miles away; second, to increase our mar-
ket by proper advertising at the general 
expense, and by ensuring honest and uni-
form packing; third, to insure the sale of 
our own labor to as great an extent as pos-
sible, by doing for ourselves whatever we 
do not find it more profitable to hire others 
to do; fourth, to obtain for our product in 
each year whatever the conditions of the 
market warrant; fifth, to eliminate from 
the process of marketing all unnecessary 
labor; and sixth, to prevent speculation by 
refusing to sell until our product is ready, 
and then selling at the market price, keep-
ing our goods in our woods in our own 
possession until sold. This is all that we 
try to do, and we find even this sufficiently 
complex for farmers to deal with.—Mr. 
-Edward F. Adams, in the 'November For-
um. " 

Good Tools and Bad Ones. 

When we think of the hindrance poor-

tools are to progress, the wonder is that 
any one will work with them. 

Take for instance the ordinary hand-saw 
upon the farm. I t is an implement which 
is likely to be used on the farm every week, 
and oftentimes every day in the week. If 
such an implement is allowed to become 
dull, or to lose its set, it is a sort of 
misery to use it, and yet that is what men 
often do year in and year out. A man 
with a bucksaw in good order will d a 
more work in one day, and he will do it 
more pleasantly and with more satisfaction 
to himself, than he would accomplish witk 
the saw blunted and without sufficient 

Using tools in poor 'condition m e a n ^ 
serious loss of time, and oftentimes. i-ii, 
time that is very valuable. Take for in-
stance, the man who commences cutting his. 
hay with his mower in poor condition. H e 
makes but indifferent progress. The im-
plement goes from bad to worse, and prob-
ably at a critical moment, when he has 
some very important work to do, it gives 
way altogether. How very much better 
it would be in every way to have the mow-
er put in good shape before the arrival of 
the season for mowing. 

Using tools in poor condition leads t o 
serious loss in outlay. If one man with a 
good chopping ax will do as much work in 
two days as another man will accomplish 
with another ax in poor condition in three 
days, the two men being equal so far as all 
other conditions are concerned, it follows 
that in three days, in the second instance, 
the price of an ax has been lost, and in 
thirty days, or a month, the price of ten 
axes has been lost. Now apply this to 
other implements on the farm, and, if all 
those used are, generally speaking, in a 
poor condition, the loss will be very con-
siderable in a year; in fact, it will IKS seri-
ous. 

The use of tools out of condition is very 
discouraging to the workman. Let a man 
whack away all day with a hoe out of or-
der, and he makes very slow progress. 
There is positive pleasure in using an im-
plement in good working order. Every 
stroke brings a sort of satisfaction with it 
because of desire accomplished, and that in 
fine form. We cannot well conceive of 
anything that will more tend to discourage 
a workman than to make him drudge away 
all day, and from day to day, with a tool 
that will not do its work well. No wonder 
that, with such conditions, he should some-
times long to get away from such a griev-
ous grind. 

The lesson is twofold. I t would have us 
exercise every care, whep tools are pur-
chased, to get good ones. This question is 
worthy of our most careful investigation. 
Suppose a man, purchasing a fork, buy a 
cheap and a heavy one just because it is 
cheap. Let him use that fork for a day in 
pitching hay; suppose that it is only a 
pound heavier than it ought to be; suppose 
that he lifts two forkfuls in a minute, and 
that ha works but ten hours a day; he has 
lifted twelve hundred pounds that day to-
no purpose. 

And it would have us keep our tools in 
good order. The other we can do, and this 
we can do also; hence the farmer can have 

Continued to page 3. 


